“Rock solid faith” (4)

We’'re continuing our sermon serieslofnd 2 Peteand we saw in Peter’s second letter that he isngrii "those
who have obtained like precious faith with U Peter 1:JAnd if you remember we talked about how precious our
faith should be to us and how we should always trust irsauiour Jesus Christ and trust the word of God.

Before we get started today let me share with yourg atmuta woman who was very nervous about crossing a bt
road; she didn’t know how to cross over, she stooetard stood there. Until finally a strong looking young man
walked up and put his arm inside her elbow and S&idy | cross the road with youBhe was relieved until they go
out on to the road, they were all over the place, dodgans and they almost got knocked over a few times|yfinal
they made it to the other side; she turned around angudlsaid,"You call that help, you look like your blindAnd he
said,“l am blind, that’s why | said can | cross the streg¢hwobu?”

And | guess the point is that we really need to be chvdfo we are following. Now some people may think that
Christians are the blind following the blind. Some Christiaiay even believe that we are gullible and we have
nothing but blind faith. Now I'm not saying that all Chiasts think that way but there are some who do.

And this morning | want to try and show you that your fasttit blind, your faith is rooted and built upon two
testimonies. You see from the very first Gospel sermad\cts 2right through to the rest ¢lhe Book of Acts
whenever the apostles were preaching or teaching theylalsgsaappealed to two sets of testimonies to let people
know their faith was real and not blind.

First of all they appealed to the testimony of apostolic eymsseslf you've ever been involved in seeing a car cra
or a disturbance in your street, you will find that thégeatry to get as much evidence as they can as to adbaally
happened. But the real evidence they are looking for arpdbple who actually saw the whole event. They are
looking for eyewitnesses.

Now all the way through the apostle’s preaching and teathéygwould always sayyve spent time with Jesus, we
saw the miracles He did, we were there when theyiferdddim, we saw Him being put in the tomb, we spoke &drd
with Him after His resurrection, we saw Him ascendiagk to heavenln other words they were eyewitnesses to
these things, they saw and heard all the evidence tleeledeo know that Jesus Christ is who He claimed to be.

Secondhey appealed to the testimony of Old Testament proplewlyso when the apostles were preaching and
teaching they not only saidye were witnesses to the things Jesus said and dof®buGenesis to Malachi the
entire Old Testament said these things were going to happethe prophecies found within were fulfilled in the me
named Jesus’.

Now the reason | shared all that with you was to peegaur minds for what Peter is going to tell us tod&yePis
going to appeal to the same two witnesses and he wamisfrce the validity of our faith in Jesus, as stiimg
which is based upon a solid foundati@Peter 1:16 “For we did not follow cunningly devised fablessmwive made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Chustye were eyewitnesses of his majesty.”

Peter says let me tell you something loved ones, whaewedking about is not some fairy tale, it's real arglreal
because we, the apostles, saw these things with oueyen Peter says I'm not just making all this stuff ugeceive
you, I'm telling you what happened because | was there. Newevgot a choice loved ones, we either believe wha
is about to tell us or we believe that what he mudlho tell us is a lie or a fabrication of the brut

Now notice that Peter uses the wore’, he’s telling us that this is not just his testimony bettestimony of others
too. Peter says that he and the other apostles wesgtmggses of what they made known concerning Jesughgom
and power. He says because we all saw with their @ &d heard with their own ears and felt with tbein
hands, there is no way they were making all this upaBse they saw, heard and felt Jesus when He was eiith th
there is no way that they could be deceived.

In Acts 10:39-41Peter says to Cornelius and his househ®lgh are witnesses of all the things he did both in Jude:s
and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a beGod raised him up on the third day and caused hin
be seennot by all the people, but by us, the withesses God haablglichosen, who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead”.
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John wrote his first letter and sayslidohn 1:1 “This is what we proclaim to you: what was ftbenbeginning, what
we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, whaawe looked at and our hands have touched concerning
(Jesus) the word of life.”

And so Peter says, we've been there, done that artiegyosshirt concerning Jesus. And then he goes on taigies
example of one the things he witnesse@eter 1:17+18 “For he received from God the Father hamaliglory, when
the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, “Tisisny beloved Son, in whom | am well pleaséd/é heard this
voice come out of heaven when we were with him orhtilg mountain”.

Peter is referring to that special event which tookelan thenount of transfiguratiorNow this was an important
event because Matthew records iMatthew 17:1-9Mark records it irMark 9:2-9and Luke records it ihuke 9:28-
36.

Let's read Mark’s account imlark 9:2-9 “Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, Jaarebs John and led them
alone up a high mountain privately. And he was transfigurémrdéhem,and his clothes became radiantly white,
more so than any launderer in the world could bleaamn.tiben Elijah appeared before them along with Moses, a
they were talking with JesuSo Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to lee bet us make three shelters —
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijglxdr they were afraid, and he did not know what to)Seyen a cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice came from the clouds i$tmy one dear Son. Listen to hindtiddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more exdespts. As they were coming down from the mountain, |
gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had wat@drafter the Son of Man had risen from the dead.”

A man once testified in one Bf.L. Moody'smeetings that he had livédn the Mount of Transfiguratiorfor five
years."How many souls did you lead to Christ last yeavi$iody bluntly asked himiWell," the man hesitated,

don't know." "Have you saved anyVloody persisted.l don't know that | have,the man admitted\Well," said
Moody, "we don't want that kind of mountaintop experience. Whemaa gets up so high that he cannot reach dow
and save poor sinners, there is something wrong."

You see Peter James and John witnessed this event Yodidh# stay there, they went out and preached andisave
souls. But the mount of transfiguration was an event witdshonstrated the power, majesty, honour and glory tha
Jesus had. But why out of all the events Peter exmedewith Jesusyhy did he choose this ondg®e mount of
transfiguratiorevent certainly proclaimed the majesty of JeSis. mount of transfiguratio@vent certainly illustrated
the nature of their testimony.

But why this event®Vell he chose this event because it was on that ramutitat theysawJesus transfigured before
them, and joined with Moses and Elijah. He chose thesielvecause it was on this mountain that tiegrdthe voice
which came from God the Father in heaven. The verytifatithis event, like many others in the life of 3esuas seer
by a plurality of witnesses serves to strengthen treefof their testimony.

And so what do all these eye witnessing events mikan@ans like | said earlier, we have a choice. Eithey fare
telling the truth about Jesus or they did the very thiad Peter denied in this passage. Tiodgwed cunningly
devised fablesAsk yourselves loved oneshich one is more reasonable to belieb@lieve the apostles told the
truth, and | don’t believe that they were blatantslidrauds, and deceivers.

Think about the apostles for a moment and think about hewlived. They had nothing to gain by lying, in fact the
were beaten and thrown in jail and even murdered becdtiseir faith.\Why would anyone go through all of that fo
something they didn't believe was re&@ter says we were there with Jesus, we were bmthantain and we were
eyewitnesses of the majesty of Jesus.

And so loved ones, you don't have a blind faith, your faibrecious because it rests upon the testimony of the
apostles. Which is exactly the way Jesus said it would happein 17:20 “l am not praying only on their behalf, &
also on behalf of those who believe in me through testimony.”

Now Peter doesn'’t just appeal to the apostles whe egewitnesses to show us that our faith is precioegdés on
to appeal to the testimony of divinely originated proph&dyeter 1:19-21 “We also have the prophetic message a
something completely reliable, and you will do well to p#tgntion to it, as to a light shining in a dark placeil time
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Addhweou must understand that no prophecy of Scripture
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came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of thiRgsprophecy never had its origin in the human wilt, bu
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they werecdtaforeg by the Holy Spirit”.

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to read sowis thoughts? Even more, wouldn’t you love to know
what’s going on in God’s mind®ell loved ones, that’s exactly what Peter is tellisg he is telling us that the
scriptures are actually the mind of God in human language.

Someone once described the Bible as a window in this pwsold, through which we may look into eternityow
here in this text Peter is referring to the Old TestainScripturesAnd did you know that there are more than 300 C
Testament prophecies alone relating to Jesus being tbsidWi@

Let me give just one, the prophet Isaiah for exampdie about the coming Messidbaiah 9:6+7 “For a child has
been born to us, a son has been given to us. He showddposnsibility and is called: Extraordinary Strategisigdy
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His domiwitirbe vast and he will bring immeasurable prospetg.will
rule on David’s throne and over David’s kingdom, estabiig it and strengthening it by promoting justice and
fairness, from this time forward and forevermore. TRHRID'’s intense devotion to his people will accomplisis’t

Now the apostles would often appeal to others by quotin@lthd estament prophecies to convince people that Je
Christ was indeed the Messiah. In other words Peterthage prophecies have been madepletely reliabldecause
Jesus Christ fulfilled the prophecies

Now think about itwhat must have people thought about the Old Testameptuses and the prophecies within the
before they were actually fulfilledZan only imagine that all they could do is hope thatwords within were really
from God. But when Jesus Christ came along, their bepame a realisation. And so loved ones, becauseeave s
Jesus Christ as the fulfilment of many the Old Testatrprophecies this should not only strengthen our faithad
but also in His word.

Now you might be thinking well the Old Testament is a pathe Old covenant with Israel and we really doeéd
to read or study it because its prophecies have alreadyfbiilled when Jesus came. But Peter reminds dsHeater
1:19 “We also have the prophetic message as somethindetetypeliable, and you will do well to pay attentimnit,
as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawdstlae morning star rises in your hearts”.

Peter says we will do well to pay attention to itother words, yes the Old Testament prophecies have bidad
concerning Jesus but as Christians we still need to darstiudy the Old Testament Scriptures. When the apBsile
was writing to his young friend Timothy, he encouraged loigust that. He writes i@ Timothy 3:14+1%nd says

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teachieguking, correcting and training in righteousness, so tha
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good WBdul says, all scripture is God breathed which
means both the Old and the New Testaments.

How did God create the heavens and the e&teh8poke them into existence. When he created Adamthreahust of
the ground, He breathed life into Adam and he becanwing bbeing. And Paul says that the very scriptures that w
read everyday are the very breath of God Himself.

It was Charles Spurgeon who once sdid,ould recommend you either believe God up to the hilglse not to
believe at all. Believe this book of God, every letiEit, or else reject it. There is no logical stang place between
the two. Be satisfied with nothing less than a faidt 8wims in the deeps of divine revelation; a faith gaatdles
about the edge of the water is poor faith at best.littles better than a dry-land faith, and is not goodrhuch.’Now
here is man who sees the value in the whole Bibledmnes. The questionds you value the God breathed
scriptures as much®o wonder Peter says reading the Old Testament scigphasevalue.

2 Peter 1:19 “We also have the prophetic message as sognedmpletely reliable, and you will do well to pay
attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark placeil timt day dawns and the morning star rises in your sie&éter
says the Old Testament Scriptures are a light thatsimree dark place. And he also says, the Old Testam#ésenwe
its purpose. In other words there is a time coming loved arhen we won't need the scriptures. And that tintiebei
when faith will become a reality at the final comimiglesus.

That's why Peter says, the Old Testament will contioughine until the day dawns and the morning star isgsur
heartsWhat's he talking about concerning the Morning Stae talking about Jesus.
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Revelation 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to tekBfse things to you for the assemblies. | am the roothend
offspring of David; the Bright and Morning StaNow remember Peter is arguing his case concerning Je&iseba
Jesus, he’s heard Jesus and He’s touched Jesus, he atitetrepostles were witnesses to these thing. He’ gag/s b
not lying to us and if we don’t believe his testimony therklabthe Old Testament prophets who prophesied thing
concerning Jesus which Jesus fulfilled.

And so Peter goes onto tell us that the prophets didrekkgbeir own words, but the very words of God Himslf.
Peter 1:20+21 “Above all, you must understand that no propifeggripture came about by the prophet’s own
interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its wiigithe human will, but prophets, though human, spoke frc
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”

Peter says, you need to understand something Christiary)etsaprophecies of the Old Testament were not the
views or concepts of mere men. They didn’t write whatehey felt like and left out what they didn’t think sva
important. Now remember a priest was a person who spokelmlf of the people to God. And a prophet was pers
who spoke to the people on behalf of God. In other worgsseke when God wanted to communicate a messag
His people.

And Peter says these prophets didn't just make things ineinawn minds, they spoke on behalf of God Himself.
That's what Peter means when he says they were cafoieg by the Holy Spirit. In other words they were guided,
they were instructed by God through the Holy Spirit to kpedhe people of old and us tod&galm 19:7 “The law of
the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutehefLORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.”

Psalm 119:130 “The unfolding of your words gives light; it givedeustanding to the simple.”
Psalm 119:160 “All your words are true; all your righteous lareseternal.”

Loved ones if we would only take the words from the Bébid believe them. If we would only lift the words oféth
page and place them in our hearts and live by them, danfauld be so much stronger. Our faith would be
strengthened when we finally start to see the Old Testaas part of God’s inspired Word. Our faith would be
strengthened when we finally start to believe that tb@lpets indeed spoke about Jesus as the Messiah.

T.H. Huxley, a well-known agnostic, was with a group of menaeakend house party. On Sunday morning, while
most of them were preparing to go to church, he approacheth known for his Christian character and said,
"Suppose you stay at home and tell my why you are a @misThe man, knowing he couldn't match wits with
Huxley, hesitated. But the agnostic said geritlgon't want to argue with you. | just want you to tak simply what
this Christ means to youThe man did, and when he finished, there were tedisxey's eyes as he saidwould
give my right hand if only | could believe that!"

And so loved ones our faith is very precious not only becaus&ith relies heavily on the apostles as eyewstees
But also because our faith relies heavily on the Oktdeent prophecies concerning Jesus as being fulfillecus Je
Himself. John 5:39 “You diligently study the Scriptures because yaik thiat by them you possess eternal life. The
are the Scriptures that testify about mégur faith isn’'t a blind faith Christian but a rock sotidnviction based upon
rock solid evidence.

Now you may not know this but a man namfedV. Dicusinvented the indicator on a cdusike | said, you may not
have known that, but you should know that he was atgea hymn writer. And one of his most famous hymns is,
‘Our God, He is alive.And | would like to leave you with one of the stanzasfthat great hymn.

And when you're driving home today and you switch on youicatdr to turn left or right just think about his words
as he writes,There was a long, long time ago. A God whose voiceptbghets heard. He is the God that we shoulc
know. Who speaks from His inspired word.’



