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‘Miraculously secured by God’. (4) 
 

In our last lesson we looked at how Israel was miraculously preserved by God. In this lesson we will be looking at 
how Israel is miraculously secured by God. Let me give you a quick summary of the Israelite’s journey so far. It took 
them 24 days to travel 304 miles to the Red Sea and they spent 8 days camped there until Pharaoh’s armies arrived 
and they crossed the Red Sea. It took them another 20 days to travel 161 miles to Sinai after crossing the Red Sea, 
including 7 days camping in the wilderness of Sin and 2 days battling the Amalekites at Rephidim. 
 
Therefore they left Goshen on Passover, on the 14th day of the first month, arrived at the Wilderness of Sin on the 15th 
day of the second month and arrived at the Wilderness of Sinai on the 1st day of the third month. So all in all the 
Bible tells us that it was a 44 day journey, covering around 465 miles in distance from Goshen to Sinai which is 
roughly the same distance from London to Scotland. 
 
And that’s where we want to begin our journey today, at Sinai. Now it’s been three months since they left Egypt, and 
now they are encamped around Sinai. Exodus 19:3-6 “Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him 
from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the 
people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought 
you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are 
the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”  
 
Now notice the terms and conditions are laid down with a choice, the word ‘if’  tells us it’s a choice. If they fully obey 
God, if they keep His covenant. And so if they meet these requirement then God will choose them to be His treasured 
possession, His kingdom of priests and His holy nation. 
 
You see, God’s original plan was for all of the Israelites to be these things, not just a selected few. And their task was 
to reconcile the world back to God, and that task still applies to Christians today. 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 
 
In contrast to those who did not believe, as the Israel of the Old Testament, Peter says that Christians are four things.  
First of all Peter says all Christians are a chosen people or a chosen generation as some translations have it.You see 
loved ones you didn’t choose God, God chose you. Ephesians 1:4 “For he chose us in him before the creation of the 
world to be holy and blameless in his sight.” All Christians are a part of the family of God with whom God has 
established a covenant relationship according to Matthew 26:26-29.  
 
Secondly Peter says that all Christians are a part of a royal priesthood. All Christians are now the priests of God and 
we all offer up spiritual sacrifices and the service of our lives in service to the world according to Romans 12:1. And 
so the church is God’s royal priesthood to minister to the world of unbelievers.  
 
Thirdly Peters says that all Christians are part of a holy nation. The church of God’s people has been separated from 
the world because we voluntary submit to our King Jesus. And as John 17:14-17 reminds us, Christians are in the 
world, but not of the world.  
 
Fourthly Peter says that all Christians are God’s special possession. Now if we were around during New Testament 
times the chances are you would have encountered someone who was demon possessed. And how would you know 
that they were demon possessed? Because of their behaviour and the way they live and talk.  
 
Now loved ones, how is the world going to know we belong to God? Well to put it simply, the world should know we 
belong to God because we should be a people who are possessed by God. And that possession is shown in the way we 
act, the way we think, live and talk. Or we would call it the fruit of the Spirit as Galatians 5:22+23 tells us. 
 
And so God’s plan for Israel here at Sinai was that every single one of them should be His treasured possession, a 
part of His kingdom of priests and His holy nation. And their task was the same as our task today, to proclaim that 
good news, we call the Gospel. 
 
So let me ask you, who was the first person in the Bible to hear of the Gospel? Galatians 3:8 “Scripture foresaw that 
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham.” 



2 

You see loved ones just like it was God’s plan to get that Gospel message out there from the beginning. It was also 
His plan to have all His people to be a part of something extraordinary special in order for them to share that news 
with others so that they in turn would become a part of it. And so it is the work of the church to preach the Gospel to 
unbelievers according to Mark 16:15+16. And the church, must continually assume her responsibility to be a 
community of priests to the spiritual needs of the world. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-20 “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And 
he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 
 
Now going back to Exodus 19 we see that God tells Moses to assemble everyone for a big announcement. God warns 
them that they can’t come up onto the mountain, where Moses talks with God or they’ll die. Everyone gets 
ceremonially washed and ready for God’s arrival and God descends upon the mountain in fire, smoke, and eerily loud 
trumpet blasts.  
 
You see God has now given His people a purpose, He has now revealed the very reason as to why He delivered from 
Egypt. During the time of testing in this wilderness experience, the first thing God wanted to see was whether or not 
His people would keep His laws and commandments. So God then proceeds to lay out all of the laws that He wants 
the Israelites to abide by. 
 
In the third month after being delivered from Egypt, God tells Moses that He will literally come down Himself onto 
Mount Sinai in the presence of all of His people. When God comes down, Exodus 19:16 tells us that that Mount Sinai 
is completely enveloped in smoke. There was thunder, lightning, thick smoke, and the entire mountain shock. God 
then descends upon Mount Sinai in fire, the smoke was like the smoke of a furnace because of the way it was 
ascending off of the mountain.  
 
Now loved ones, try and imagine being there, imagine that God the Father Himself is descending from His throne in 
heaven to visit these people with His manifest presence. What a sight and sound this must have been and so God calls 
Moses to come to the top of the mountain to meet and talk with Him, no one else was allowed to go up.  
 
God then proceeds to tell Moses what the basic 10 commandments are going to be in Exodus 20. In addition to the 10 
commandments were other specific laws and ways that He wanted the children of Israel to abide by. Moses then 
comes back down to deliver all of this to the Israelites. 
 
Exodus 20:18+19 “When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in 
smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. 
But do not have God speak to us or we will die.”  
 
This must have been such a terrifying experience for the Israelites, it was so terrifying that they asked Moses to be 
their spokesmen. And so in effect Moses becomes God’s prophet. Remember that a prophet speaks to the people on 
behalf of God, whilst a priest speaks to God on behalf of the people.  
 
Now shortly after this first event, God then calls Moses back to the mountaintop once again. Exodus 24:15-18 tells us 
that Moses stays on the top of the mountaintop this time with God for forty days and forty nights. The Bible says that 
the sight of the Lord at the top of the mountaintop was like a ‘consuming fire.’ 
 
In this second meeting with God, in Exodus 25, God gives Moses specific instructions on building a tabernacle and 
all the furnishings. After the tabernacle was built, the Bible says that a cloud covered the tabernacle during the day 
and the appearance of fire covered it at night. In other words, God would personally lead the Israelites on this 40 year 
wilderness journey by the ‘cloud and the fire.’ 
 
Whenever the cloud would lift up off the tabernacle, the Israelites would follow it to wherever it would settle. As 
long as the cloud stayed on the tabernacle, the Israelites would stay right where they were camped. Once the cloud 
would lift off the tabernacle, they would then once again follow it to wherever it would settle. Which tells us they 
didn’t just aimlessly wander around for forty years, they went where God was leading them. 
 
And so God’s manifest presence was directly guiding them on their wilderness journey. 
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But it was during this second meeting that God gives Moses the 10 commandments written on a stone tablet. He was 
given two tablets and the tablets had writings on both sides. Exodus 31:18 “When the LORD finished speaking to 
Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the covenant law, the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of 
God.” 
 
All of the writing on the tablets was literally the handwriting of God Himself, literally engraved right on these stone 
tablets. Again, we can just imagine this entire scene, here is this one man, Moses, who is allowed to meet and talk 
with God direct for 40 days and 40 nights. And then to top it all off, he receives two tablets of stone with God’s 
personal handwriting engraved on them. 
 
And while all of this is going on between God and Moses for the 40 days, the most unbelievable thing starts to 
happen at the bottom of this mountain. The Israelites then start to get impatient when they see Moses is delayed in 
coming back down from the mountaintop. They start murmuring and complaining again, saying they do not know 
what has become of Moses. 
 
Exodus 32:1 “When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered 
around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out 
of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”  
 
And so they start to make a golden calf in which to worship. But our all-seeing God, sees what’s going on from the 
mountaintop, and becomes furious. God calls them a stiff-necked people and threatens to consume them. God then 
tells Moses that He will make him a great nation, but that He is going to kill the rest of the Israelites who are 
worshiping this false idol. At this point, Moses then proceeds to stand in the gap for his people and argues with God 
not to kill and consume them.  
 
Exodus 32:14 says, “Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.” After 
Moses convinces God not to consume His own people, he then comes back down from the mountain to see what they 
have been up to. After a short discussion with Joshua who was waiting half way down the mountain, they finally 
discovered what was going on. 
 
When Moses sees the golden calf they had made to worship and they were all singing and dancing around it, he 
becomes furious. And it’s at this point that Moses takes the two tablets of stone that God had just given him, and 
throws them down at the foot of the mountain breaking both of these tablets into pieces. 
 
Now look at Aaron’s excuse to Moses in Exodus 32:22-24 “Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know 
how prone these people are to evil. They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses 
who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’ So I told them, ‘whoever has any gold 
jewellery, take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”  
 
Aaron is blaming everyone except himself and think about his excuse for a moment, he literally says, ‘I don’t know 
how this happened, I just gathered all the gold, threw it in this furnace and out popped a golden calf.’ And make no 
mistake about it, this was an excuse because just a few moments ago Exodus 32:4 says, “He took what they handed 
him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your 
gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”  
 
The text says that Aaron took the gold and took the time to shape it and fashion it into the shape of a calf. And so 
loved ones, Aaron’s excuse is really no excuse at all. 
 
That’s like a man who is caught committing adultery with another women saying, ‘I don’t know how she ended up in 
my bed but she did.’ ‘I don’t know how I got all these pornography pictures on my computer, they just suddenly 
appeared from nowhere.’ ‘I don’t know how I ended up getting drunk last night, I just happened to find myself in this 
nightclub’. 
 
And So Moses proceeds to take the calf which they had just made, burns it, grinds it down into a powder, scatters it 
into the water and then makes the Israelites drink it. After demolishing this golden calf, Moses appears before all of 
the people and tells them to choose which side they are going to stand on.  
 



4 

Exodus 32:26-29 “So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the LORD, come to me.” And all 
the Levites rallied to him. Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a 
sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend 
and neighbour.’” The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died. Then 
Moses said, “You have been set apart to the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and he 
has blessed you this day.”  
 
And so loved ones within the space of a month and a half we have gone from all the Israelites being a kingdom of 
priests to the tribe of Levi being chosen as God’s priestly tribe. After everything God has done for them, only the 
tribe of Levi said, ‘we are on God’s side’. And so after each man chose the side they wanted to be on, Moses then 
gives the orders to have all the people who did not choose God to be killed right there on the spot. The Bible says that 
3000 men were killed that day due to their rebellion against God Almighty Himself. 
 
Now let’s pause for moment and think about this because it really is the beginning of the Mosaic age in the Bible. 
John 1:17 “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” The law was about to 
be introduced by God through Moses and 3000 souls died on the very day it was introduced. Now what happened 
when grace and truth appeared through Jesus? 
 
Titus 2:11 “For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.” The law could only highlight 
people’s sins but the law couldn’t save people from their sins, but Jesus can. And so when the law was introduced on 
that day at Sinai, when the Mosaic age begun, 3000 souls died but what happened when grace and truth came through 
Jesus? What happened on the day of Pentecost when Peter preached grace and truth? Acts 2:41 “Those who accepted 
his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.”  
 
Now don’t you find that incredible that when the Mosaic age begun 3000 souls died, but when grace and truth 
appeared, when the Christian age begun 3000 souls were saved. Now you can read into that as much or as little as 
you want, I’m just going to say that I don’t believe in coincidences. I don’t believe that number of souls being saved 
at 3000 is just some random number, I believe this was another reminder to those Jews who didn’t get saved on 
Pentecost of the consequences of not being obedient to God and His ways. 
 
And so once again Moses goes back up to Mount Sinai, and God once more gives him two more tablets of stone to 
replace the ones that he had just broken. However, in this meeting with God, something really amazing happens, 
Moses is allowed to see the manifest presence of God. 
 
In this next meeting with God, God tells Moses that He is going to literally show Himself to Moses. However, God 
tells Moses in Exodus 33:20, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.”  God then tells Moses to 
stand in the cleft of a rock where He will proceed to pass by Moses, but only showing Moses His back, not His face.  
 
Now again what an amazing experience this must have been for Moses. With everything that he has just witnessed, 
with God releasing His people from Egypt with incredible displays of supernatural power. Being able to talk direct 
with God through a burning bush, being able to talk direct to God through fire and smoke up on Mount Sinai. And 
then to top it all off, God actually allows Moses to see His manifest presence from His back. I mean, it just can’t get 
any better than this for one man.  
 
Now look at what God says to Moses in Exodus 33:11 “So the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to 
his friend.” Surely this has to be the highest compliment that God could ever give to anyone. Loved ones can’t we see 
that this is what God wants with all of us. That’s exactly what He wanted with Adam and Eve in the Garden and 
that’s exactly what He’s wanted ever since, with His greatest creation. 
 
The number one thing that God wants with us all, is to have a close, intimate, personal relationship with each of us. 
Now no doubt that Moses may have initially been afraid to deliver God’s people from Egypt when God first called 
him out. But he had no fear when the time came to meet God face-to-face and talk directly with Him. 
 
After Moses has this incredible direct encounter with God Himself, Exodus 34:29-33 says that when he came back 
down off the mountain, the skin of his face shone. The people were afraid to come near him due to the bright glow 
that was coming off his face after being in the manifest presence of the Lord. Moses then had to wear a veil over his 
face for a while to help hide the glow so as not to overwhelm the rest of his people. 
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Now let’s fast forward to a place called Kadesh Barnea because it’s upon their arrival at Kadesh Barnea, which 
bordered the Promised Land of Canaan, they sent out twelve spies to survey the land and its people according to 
Numbers 13:18-25.  
 
Now we all know the story, they returned after forty days of exploration and ten of the spies had a bad report despite 
Caleb telling Moses that we can take the land. The ten says in Numbers 13:31-33 “We can’t attack those people; they 
are stronger than we are.” And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They 
said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. We saw the 
Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, 
and we looked the same to them.” 
 
And so while they didn’t believe they could take the land, only Joshua and Caleb believed they could. Numbers 
14:6+7 “Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their 
clothes and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good.” 
 
But what happened? Believing the report of the ten doubters, the people lost heart and rebelled again. Then the Lord 
said to Moses in Numbers 14:11, “How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I 
have performed among them? I will strike them down with a plague and destroy them”. Now despite God wanting to 
wipe them from the face of the earth, Moses once again intercedes for his people in Numbers 14:13-20. 
 
And although God did forgive them, He says in Numbers 14:21-23 “Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as 
the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth, not one of those who saw my glory and the signs I performed in Egypt 
and in the wilderness but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times—not one of them will ever see the land I 
promised on oath to their ancestors. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it”. 
 
And so this is the reason why they ended up in the wilderness for 40 years. Numbers 14:34 “For forty years—one 
year for each of the forty days you explored the land—you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have 
me against you.” 
 
It’s the same principle applied as to why they ended up later in captivity for 70 years. Leviticus 25:3+4 “For six years 
sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops. But in the seventh year the land is to 
have a year of sabbath rest, a sabbath to the LORD. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards.” 
 
Now Israel failed to keep that commandment and because they failed to observe the one year in seven Sabbath rest 
for the land, they were punished for seventy years. 2 Chronicles 36:21 “The land enjoyed its sabbath rests; all the 
time of its desolation it rested, until the seventy years were completed in fulfilment of the word of the LORD spoken 
by Jeremiah.”  
 
You see loved ones God wasn’t about to let them or their ancestors forget about this day in which they rebelled and 
doubted God. Furthermore, God was going to give them exactly what they asked for, He tells them in Numbers 
14:28+29, “I will do the very things I heard you say: In this desert your bodies will fall, every one of you twenty 
years old or more”.  
 
And notice what happened to the ten spies who brought back the bad report. Numbers 14:36+37 “So the men Moses 
had sent to explore the land, who returned and made the whole community grumble against him by spreading a bad 
report about it—these men who were responsible for spreading the bad report about the land were struck down and 
died of a plague before the LORD.” 
 
Only Joshua and Caleb survived, the two faithful spies who believed God’s promise to give the land over to them. 
You see, God had promised them victory, the land He commanded them to go in and take was already theirs. They 
simply had to trust and obey, but this they did not do.  
 
And as Christians today we still have to learn the lesson, that God will never lead us where His grace cannot provide 
for us or His power cannot protect us. The Israelites had seen the powerful hand of God at work during the plagues 
and miracles of the Exodus. Yet, like many people, they walked by sight and not by faith and their unbelief 
displeased God. Hebrews 11:6 “Without faith it is impossible to please God”.  
 
Their failure to believe in God’s word kept them from entering the Promised Land and that is still happening today.  
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Joshua and Caleb were going to become the ones to lead this younger generation under 20 years old into the 
Promised Land. And they were successful in conquering and overcoming all of the giants and strongholds that the 
older generation initially saw. The rest of the Israelites 20 years and older all died out in the wilderness over the next 
40 years due to their lack of faith and belief in God. 
 
How tragic is this, the very people who saw God deliver them from the Egyptians by throwing 10 powerful plagues 
against the Pharaoh. They then see God literally part the Red Sea and they see God’s manifest presence several times 
up on Mount Sinai. They see God give Moses 10 commandments miraculously manifested on two stone tablets. And 
yet, they still could not believe that God could overcome and conquer the giants and strongholds they saw in the 
Promised Land. 
 
No wonder God was upset with them and washed His hands with them and left them to die and rot out in the desert. 
Now the saddest part about this Moses story is that he was not allowed to go into the Promised Land with the rest of 
the younger generation. Moses died on Mount Nebo at the age of 120 years old. 
 
But why wasn’t he allowed to enter the land? In Numbers 20:8, the Lord told Moses, “Take the staff, and you and 
your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water. 
You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink.” 
 
But what did Moses do? Numbers 20:9-11 “So Moses took the staff from the LORD’s presence, just as he 
commanded him. He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, “Listen, 
you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?” Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his 
staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank”.  
 
What did Moses do that warranted such a severe penalty from the Lord? Well quite simply put Moses disobeyed a 
direct command from God. God had commanded Moses to speak to the rock but Moses struck the rock twice with his 
staff. For some strange reason, Moses strikes the rock twice with his rod instead of just speaking out to the rock as 
God had told him to specifically do. The Bible really doesn’t say why Moses did this but he obviously should have 
known better. 
 
Now loved ones Israel at this point are now secured by God, they were extremely disobedient but they were secured 
by being given an identity and a purpose. They are now God’s treasured possession, His holy nation and the Levites 
are His priests. 
 
And we too as Christians are secured by God, secured at our baptism and sealed with the Holy Spirit. We are now His 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, and a holy nation. We are now God’s special possession, we have an identity and a 
purpose. Now only to love God and keep His commandments but to share the good news of Jesus with the world. 
 
And so from the events of Egypt, right up to them being giving the Ten Commandments, and their 40 year wilderness 
journey, God was teaching them about trust and obedience. Now they are now a free people, but as we will see in our 
last lesson, freedom comes with a price. 


