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“In God’s hands.” (38) 
 
We left the apostle Paul in a terrifying situation in Acts 23 where a dispute became so violent between the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees that the commander of the guard was even afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces 
by them. And so he ordered the troops to go down and take Paul away by force and bring him into the barracks. 
And so Paul was left with the comforting presence of Jesus who said to him, “Paul, Take courage! As you have 
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome."   
 

A young boy wanted to be a star journalist but lived in a small town. One day the dam upstream broke and the town 
was flooded. He got in a rowboat and headed out to look for a story. He finally found a lady sitting on her rooftop. He 
tied up the boat and told her what he was after. They both watched as various items floated by. The woman says, 
"Now there's a story." "No, that's not a story," the young boy said, finally a hat floats by and then does a 180 degree 
turn, goes upstream a distance and does another 180 degree turn, etc. The young boy says, "Now there's a story." "Oh 
no, that's not a story." The woman said, “that's my husband Howard, he said that he was going to mow the lawn come 
hell or high water!"  

 
I’m wondering today if there are goals in your life which you are determined to do. Now I believe that it’s healthy 
that we all have goals in our lives and I’m pretty sure they are all noble goals. But as we are about to read 
determination to reach our goals can be a great gift to posses but like all gifts determination can be used for all the 
wrong reasons. 
 
Now the Lord has been protecting Paul up to this point and He is going to continue to protect him until God gets 
him where he wants him to be, which is Rome. Luke continues his account to Theophilus in Acts 23:12-15 “The 
next morning the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves with an oath not to eat or drink until they had 
killed Paul. More than forty men were involved in this plot. They went to the chief priests and elders and said, 
"We have taken a solemn oath not to eat anything until we have killed Paul. Now then, you and the Sanhedrin 
petition the commander to bring him before you on the pretext of wanting more accurate information about his 
case. We are ready to kill him before he gets here."  
 
These people are determined to kill Paul come hell or high water, and they will go to any lengths to achieve that 
goal. Luke tells us that the next morning, more than forty Jews took an oath to neither eat nor drink until they 
had killed Paul. And so the forty plus men reported their plan to the chief priests and elders and enlisted their 
help in a conspiracy by asking for time to get the captain to bring Paul before the council again to judge his case 
more thoroughly.  
 
Make no mistake about loved ones; they were hoping to kill Paul as he was being brought from the barracks to 
the council meeting place. And even with the Lord’s assurance, I’m sure that with all the hostility the Jews had 
shown Paul since his arrival in Jerusalem, Paul may have doubted if he would ever escape that city and fulfil his 
desire to preach in Rome.  
 
And I’m wondering if there have been times like that in your life. Times when you are going through many trials 
and there never seems to be an end in sight and you ask yourself, what good can come out of this? And so you 
begin to doubt God’s promise to you as Paul tells us in, Romans 8:28, “We know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 
 
Maybe there are times in our lives when we feel spiritually low all the time and no matter what we do, we can 
never seem to be uplifted, and we begin to ask ourselves, is God still with me? And so we begin to doubt God’s 
promise to us in Hebrews 13:5, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." Paul may have had his doubts 
about God’s promise to him whilst he was in Jerusalem, but he never gave up on the truth. 
 
And loved ones you might have your moments of doubts but you need to hang on to the words of Paul himself 
when he writes to the church in Corinth. 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can 
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the sufferings of 
Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. If we are distressed, it is for your 
comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of 
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the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our 
sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.”  
 
When you handed your life over to Jesus Christ, you signed up to suffer for Jesus Christ. When you told Satan 
you don’t want anything more to do with him, he made you public enemy number one, and he is not going to let 
you leave him without a fight. But notice what Paul told the church in Corinth, it’s not all about suffering, it’s 
also about comfort. And one of the ways that God sends that comfort to us is by sending His people to minister 
to us on His behalf. And sometimes that can happen without us even being aware of it. 
 
How many times have you received a visit from someone you weren’t expecting, or received a text or an email 
from someone when you were really struggling? You see loved ones, God sends His people to help even though 
the people He’s sending didn’t even know there was a struggle. My point is that God is always one step ahead of 
us, and I think that’s one of the points that Luke is going to tell us about next. 
 
Acts 23:16-22 “But when the son of Paul's sister heard of this plot, he went into the barracks and told Paul. Then 
Paul called one of the centurions and said, "Take this young man to the commander; he has something to tell 
him." So he took him to the commander. The centurion said, "Paul, the prisoner, sent for me and asked me to 
bring this young man to you because he has something to tell you." The commander took the young man by the 
hand, drew him aside and asked, "What is it you want to tell me?" He said: "The Jews have agreed to ask you to 
bring Paul before the Sanhedrin tomorrow on the pretext of wanting more accurate information about him. Don't 
give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him. They have taken an oath not to 
eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now, waiting for your consent to their request." The 
commander dismissed the young man and cautioned him, "Don't tell anyone that you have reported this to me."  
 
Luke clearly tells us that God is one step ahead of the game. Now many of you may not have heard the name 
Viswanathan Anand before unless you follow chess. Now Viswanathan is from India and he is the current men’s 
world chess champion. Now I don’t know a lot about chess, I know how to play it but I’m not very good at it, but 
one the skills you need to posses to become a world champion is the skill of being able to predict where your 
opponent is going to move to next. The idea is that you’re in control not only of how you’re playing the game 
but also how your opponent is playing the game until you get to that glorious moment where you have them in 
Check Mate. 
 
Now the reason I shared that with you is simply to say that God knows what was going to happen next in Paul’s 
life. That’s why God, in His providence, had Paul's sister's son in a position to hear the plot in the first place. 
That’s why he entered into the barracks where the apostle was being kept and informed him of the intention of 
the conspirators. That’s why Paul immediately called for a centurion and asked him to take his nephew to the 
chief captain.  
 
That’s why the centurion brought this young man to the commander. That’s why the commander asked Paul's 
nephew what he had to tell him. That’s why he revealed the entire plot against his uncle. And that’s why the chief 
captain then asked him to tell no one what he had reported to him in private and let the young man go.  
 
Yes there are times when we think our lives are out of control. Yes there are times when you wonder, why on earth 
am I going through this? Yes there are times we are spiritually low and want to give up. But loved ones God is one 
step ahead of you just like He was one step ahead of Paul and the Jews who were plotting to kill him. He was one 
step of Helen and I when we moved over to Great Barr and I believe He was one step ahead of you guys, that’s why 
you’re here today. Because whatever God has planned for us all, it was His providence that brought us together. 
 
Let me share with you a true story. Years ago London was pretty famous for its fog, and one particular year, 1772 it 
was one of those thick fogs that had settled down over the city of London. In a dismal flat in the heart of the crowded 
East End, a man stood gazing into the fireplace. Then suddenly, overcome by emotions of discouragement, gripped 
by fears that he could not name, he threw his cloak about him and walked resolutely toward the door. He turned the 
key and walked out into the night. Carefully he groped his way across the pavement and felt for the iron horse's head 
and the ring of the hitching post. Then, guided by the curb stone, he made his way to the nearest corner, where he 
knew a horse-drawn cab was always waiting. 
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He opened it’s door and ordered the driver, "To the Thames, sir!" For in his deep depression there seemed no way out 
but to jump from the bridge. It should have taken 15 minutes, but after an hour and a half of negotiating the dark and 
foggy streets they realized they were hopelessly lost. In desperation, he decided to walk and paid the driver his fare. 
 
But as he got angrier, his arm struck a familiar object. It was the iron horse's head of the hitching post that to him was 
so familiar. After an hour and a half of restless wandering he had arrived in front of his own home. So impressed was 
he that he climbed the stairs to his flat, lit the lamp, and knelt to ask God to forgive him for what he had thought to 
do. And then, there in that same room that had so lately overcome him with its gloom, he wrote these immortal words 
that were long a favourite hymn: 
 
God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm. 
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; the clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break, in blessings on your head. 
 
His purposes will ripen fast, unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, but sweet will be the flower. 
Blind unbelief is sure to err, and scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, and He will make it plain. 
 
Yes, it was William Cowper who learned that night something of the wonder of God's providence. God does work in 
mysterious ways sometimes loved ones, and He helps us in many different ways. He sent fog into mine and Helen’s 
lives in the form of a marriage break-up only to get us both where He needed us to be. And I’m sure if you look back 
closely at your lives, each and every one of you will see that fog which took different forms to get you where God 
wanted you to be. 
 
God is always one step ahead of us. I used to love watching that television series called Kung Fu in the 1970s, where 
David Carradine was a trained martial arts expert and his master always used to say to him, “snatch the pebble from 
my hand grasshopper.” And so as always he would fail. 
 
Now the reason I love that saying so much is because it reminds me of John 10:27-30 where Jesus says, “My sheep 
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can 
snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of 
my Father's hand. I and the Father are one."   
 
You see loved ones, your life is in God’s hands and no one, and nothing can take you away from that except yourself. 
And if you’re in God’s hands there is no safer place to be. Paul is in God’s hand and so because of God’s providence, 
Luke goes on to tell us about how God’s providence is going to save Paul’s life. 
 
Acts 23:23+24 “Then he called two of his centurions and ordered them, "Get ready a detachment of two hundred 
soldiers, seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine tonight. Provide mounts for Paul so 
that he may be taken safely to Governor Felix."  
 
You see God doesn’t do things by half, when He protects His people, He protects them. And so acting on God’s 
providence, the chief captain, whose name was Claudius Lysias, immediately called two centurions to him. He 
commanded them to get 200 soldiers, 70 horsemen, and 200 spearmen ready to escort Paul to Caesarea at the third 
hour of the night as some translations have it which would be around 9:00 pm. They were also instructed to provide 
mounts for Paul and take him to the governor, Felix, who occupied much the same position as Pilate had in Christ's 
day.  
 
And so Luke reports to Theophilus what Claudius Lysias wrote in a letter to Governor Felix. Acts 23:25-30 “He 
wrote a letter as follows: Claudius Lysias, To His Excellency, Governor Felix: Greetings. This man was seized by the 
Jews and they were about to kill him, but I came with my troops and rescued him, for I had learned that he is a 
Roman citizen. I wanted to know why they were accusing him, so I brought him to their Sanhedrin. I found that the 
accusation had to do with questions about their law, but there was no charge against him that deserved death or 
imprisonment. When I was informed of a plot to be carried out against the man, I sent him to you at once. I also 
ordered his accusers to present to you their case against him.”  
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Now since we know that Festus took Felix’s place in 59 A.D. and Paul was with him for two years, we can conclude 
that Paul was sent to him in 57 A.D. Lysias, according to Luke, sent a letter to Felix which contained the gist of what 
was happening. 
 
Now remember that He had Paul taken prisoner and put him in chains which was breaking the Roman Law about 
Roman citizenship. And so here in this letter Lysias slightly glorifies the story, by telling Felix that he learned Paul 
was a Roman and so saved him from the mob, he didn’t mention the fact that he had Paul placed in chains. But Lysias 
tells us also that, in his opinion, Paul had done nothing worthy of either prison or death. And since he had learned of 
the conspiracy to murder Paul, he informed Felix that he sent the apostle to him and commanded the Jews to appear 
before the governor to present their case. 
 
And so with the letter in their hands, Luke tells us in Acts 23:31-35 “So the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took 
Paul with them during the night and brought him as far as Antipatris. The next day they let the cavalry go on with 
him, while they returned to the barracks. When the cavalry arrived in Caesarea, they delivered the letter to the 
governor and handed Paul over to him. The governor read the letter and asked what province he was from. Learning 
that he was from Cilicia, he said, "I will hear your case when your accusers get here." Then he ordered that Paul be 
kept under guard in Herod's palace.” 
 
The soldiers took Paul and the letter and marched between 12 and 16 miles to Antipatris. The next day, the soldiers, 
and spearmen returned to their barracks and the horsemen went with Paul to Caesarea, some 26 miles further north. 
And when they arrived there, they presented Paul to the governor, along with the letter. And when Felix read the 
letter, he asked what province Paul was from, and after the apostle told him he was from Cilicia, he told him he 
would hear from him after his accusers came. But until they came, Paul was kept in Herod's Palace.  
 
Now loved ones when we think of God’s providence we automatically think of Joseph. Remember that Joseph’s 
brothers thought that they had seen the last of him until there was a severe famine and they had to go to Egypt for 
food. 
 
And so after a while Joseph let himself be known to them and the Bible says in Genesis 45:4-7, “Then Joseph said to 
his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into 
Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save 
lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years 
there will not be ploughing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to 
save your lives by a great deliverance.” 
 
Joseph says that everything that happened was all a part of God’s plan to get God’s people where God wanted them 
to be. In the Book of Philemon the story is told of a slave named Onesimus. He belonged to Philemon of Colossae. 
Onesimus ran away from his master and made his way to Rome, where he encountered the apostle Paul.  
 
Paul led Onesimus to the truth and when he writes to Philemon about it, he says in Philemon 15+16, “Perhaps the 
reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back for good- no longer as a slave, 
but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother 
in the Lord.” Paul says that everything which happened to Onesimus was all a part of God’s plan. 
 
And so loved ones, if we were to ask the apostle Paul about God’s providence in his life, I know he would say the 
same thing. Let me give you a quick summary of how Paul saw His life. We have seen after his third missionary 
campaign, Paul returned to Jerusalem where he was arrested for allegedly defiling the temple according to Acts 
21:28. During the night, the Lord told him to be courageous. He would not die in Jerusalem; rather, he would bear 
witness in Rome according to Acts 23:11.  
 
And so to save Paul’s life from a Jewish mob that had vowed to murder him, Roman officials sent Paul to Caesarea 
by night according to Acts 23:31 ff.  And what we are going to see over the next few weeks, Paul was then 
imprisoned for two years according to Acts 24:27. Finally, when Paul concluded that he would get no justice from the 
authorities, exercising his right as a Roman citizen, he appealed his case to Caesar according to Acts 25:11.  
 
In early autumn of A.D. 60, he was put on a ship bound for Rome according to Acts 27:1. And whilst he was on that 
ship, the ship was wrecked and all hope of being saved was abandoned according to Acts 27:30.  
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But according to Acts 27:24, an angel appeared to Paul and promised him that, “He must stand before Caesar.” The 
following spring, safe and sound, Paul arrived in Rome according to Acts 28:16 and his prayers (and those of the 
Roman saints) had been answered, but through the mysterious workings of divine providence! Later, writing from 
Rome to the brethren in Philippi, the apostle could say in Philippians 1:12 that the things which had happened to him, 
“has really served to advance the gospel.”  
 
Loved ones there is absolutely no doubt that Paul saw the helpful hand of God’s providence in this series of events in 
his life. And so for us as His people, we should be rejoicing and living each day with calm confidence that we are in 
God’s hands. 
 
And we too just like Joseph, Onesimus, and Paul should know that the Lord is always near, we should always know 
that Heaven’s operations through providence are a long-lasting presence in our daily existence. 


