“Take courage” (37)

One night two friends were camping out in the deep woodswarm summer's night. Suddenly, their sleep was
abruptly interrupted by a large furry visitor. A huge black lixman to tear through their camp, crushing supplies,
throwing backpacks, and scaring the two men half to déathking quickly, one of the men began to lace up his
sneakers for a quick getawdy.ou will never outrun that bearHis friend yelled. To this he replied,don't have to
outrun the bear, | just have to outrun you!"

If there were ever an eloquent and confident speakerawitson to run away, the apostle Paul would always con
to mind. But as we are about to read about today, eloqaewiceonfidence speaking isn’t going to help anyone if
your audience has already made their minds up. Now remehdtd?aul has been charged withr things

The Jews accused him of teaching against the Jews; teacfamst the law; teaching against the temple; and
bringing Greeks into the temple, thereby defiling it. Amé isituation where many of us would gladly put our
trainers on and just run away from the accusing mokapbstle Paul asked permission from the chief captdimeof
Roman garrison to speak to the accusing crowd. And so Palgiwen permission and he basically goes ahead an
shares his testimony about his encounter with the tieeshJesus Christ.

And it seems that the crowd were perfectly willingisteln to Paul until he mentioned the taboo subject of the
Gentiles.Acts 22:22-24 “The crowd listened to Paul until he said frhen they raised their voices and shouted, "R
the earth of him! He's not fit to live!" As they weslkouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dusb itfite

air, the commander ordered Paul to be taken into thadbarHe directed that he be flogged and questioned in ort
to find out why the people were shouting at him like this.”

Now to understand the Jews reaction to Paul's words, yaly reed to understand the Jew. A Jew could not stant
the Gentiles, in fact the Jew saw the Gentilesnatean. If a Jew were walking down the street and heasaentile
coming towards him, the Jew would cross the streetda deing anywhere near him. Luke tells us that the Jews'
hatred of the Gentiles was so great that the veryioreaf them enraged the audience and moved them téocall
Paul's death. They began to throw their garments andndiln& air, perhaps in preparation to stone the apostle

And so the chief captain had Paul taken into the cadtl@@apared to flog him until he told the truffcts 22:25-29
“As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to teterion standing there, "Is it legal for you to flog a"Rm
citizen who hasn't even been found guilty?" When timuc®n heard this, he went to the commander and reporte
"What are you going to do?" he asked. "This man is@drocitizen." The commander went to Paul and asked, "T
me, are you a Roman citizen?" "Yes, | am," he ansiv@rken the commander said, "I had to pay a big price yor ir
citizenship." "But | was born a citizen," Paul replidthose who were about to question him withdrew immediatel
The commander himself was alarmed when he realizédhéhlaad put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains.”

Paul being the educated man that he was knew his rightseaknew the law. So Paul asked if the law would allow
them to flog an un-condemned Roman citizen. The cemtimicharge of the flogging didn’t want break the law so
he immediately told the chief captain, who, in turkeasif Paul was a Roman. And so after Paul said yesatpiin
said that he had bought those privileges for a great sutmoéy. But Paul, he didn’t pay for the privilege of being
Roman citizen, Paul said he was born into Romareciship. And so before making a terrible mistake by having
Paul flogged, everyone quickly withdrew but the captais stdl worried because he had bound a Roman.

Now why was he worried@/ell not only did he understand that the Roman law pradiiRoman citizens to be
flogged without a trial, he also understood that the lavhipited a Roman citizens to be bound without being
charged first. We already read about a similar situdatidhis inActs 16§ when Paul was imprisoned in Philippi.

He speaks to the officialnd says im\cts 16:37-39They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we ar
Roman citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do eyt to get rid of us quietly? No! Let them come
themselves and escort us out." The officers reportedahige magistrates, and when they heard that Pdub das
were Roman citizens, they were alarmed. They camappease them and escorted them from the prison, reguest
them to leave the city.”

My point is this loved ones, citizenship had its privileges @od used those privileges to protect Paul until God g
Paul where he needed to be which was Rome. Now make takenabout it loved ones, Paul was a Roman citizer
but he understood where his real citizenship lay.
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He says to the church in Philippi, frnilippians 3:200ur citizenship is in heavenHe says;Is” in heaven, present
tense, in other words heaven is our present posseB&anthe Philippians could understand that. And remember
Philippi was a Roman colony. It was 600 miles from Ronealot of people had never been to Rome but they wi
Roman citizens. They dressed like Romans. They ate bkeaRs. They spoke the Roman language. They lived th
Roman culture. They obeyed the Roman laws.

But what Paul is saying iSyou too are citizens of a city you haven't seen yek lige heaven people, dress like
heaven people, obey the laws of heaven, live the cudfureaven.’In other words he say4,want you to live here,
like you're already there, let you're walk reflect wlegiou're going”.

You know | need the faith of a childhis little girl said to her mother one ddgpummy, you know Jesus is alive
don’'t you?”And she said;Yes, Jesus is alive, he’s is heaven and some daygb&ig come and get us and take us
heaven with him.The little girl said,"Well, who’s going to take care of my toydder mother saidwell now that's
OK, Jesus has built this big old house and it has lotsarhs and he’s going to come and get all your cousins and
mummy and daddy, your brother and sister and we areiadj o be in heaven togetheihe little girl just nodded.

The next day she was having some pudding for a snack asdidiienum, does John know were moving®ihd her
mother said;Moving, who said anything about movingPhe girls said;You know to heaven, were moving to
heaven.”And from day on that little girl told everyone she mietgre moving to heavenAnd one day her mother
picked up her daughter’s friend from school and the tfilesaid,“Mary, did you know were moving to heaven?”
Mary looked back and said,already knew that.And the girl said;How did you know that, | haven’t taught you
that yet?”And Mary said,'Because | read it in my Bible.”

That little girl really does believe she is moving taven and that right now is her temporary residence aakehés
her real home. And what Paul is saying to us is todaylowes is thatijf you really believe that, then let your
conduct match your citizenship, as you wait here, walkyami were there.”

Acts 22:30 “The next day, since the commander wanted tmfihéxactly why Paul was being accused by the Jew
he released him and ordered the chief priests and albtftee8rin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had hin
stand before them.”

Paul told the officialsifterthey had been beaten in Philippi about his citizenshdgpeaveryone panicked and asked
them to leave the city. But hereAwrts 22Paul pulls out higet out of jail free cardand tells the Roman authorities
about his citizenship and they too panic and let him go $ed>aul was freed and the chief priests and all the dou
were commanded to come together, while Paul was seatect bhem.

Luke continues iricts 23:1-5 “Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and ‘¥digbrothers, | have fulfilled my duty
to God in all good conscience to this day." At this thd lpgest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strik
him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, "God will styike, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me
according to the law, yet you yourself violate the lanwcbgnmanding that | be struck!" Those who were standing
near Paul said, "You dare to insult God's high priest?l'feéplied, "Brothers, | did not realize that he wasHlggh
priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak evil about théer of your people.”

As Paul stood before the Sanhedrin, Paul told thenatidived his life for God until that very time. That's whg
could write to the church in Corinth and saytiorinthians 4:4 “My conscience is clear, but that do¢snadke me
innocent. It is the Lord who judges m&Hhat’s why he could write to his young friend Timothy and isa¥ Timothy
1:3, “I thank God, whom | serve, as my forefathers dith @ clear conscience, as night and day | constantly
remember you in my prayers.”

But Paul's announcement about his clear conscience didrdbwn every well witinaniasthe high priest. And so
he commanded the man next to Paul to strike him, whichawasation of their law. God says ibeuteronomy
25:1+2, “When men have a dispute, they are to take it i@ aad the judges will decide the case, acquitting the
innocent and condemning the guilty. If the guilty man desete be beaten, the judge shall make him lie down an
have him flogged in his presence with the number of lalsises'ime deservesThey broke God’s law by striking
Paul on the mouth.

And so Paul, with the voice of prophecy, téldaniasthat God would strike him because he sat to judge thel@pos
by the law but violated it by having a man struck before heblegeh tried and found guilty.
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And this is very interesting because according to JewslotyiAnaniaswas murdered by his own people just a
few years later at the beginning of the Jewish war. Base standing by, asked Paul if he was insulting the hi
priest, who, of course, was one with certain authohNtyw remember that God sayskmrodus 22:28 "Do not
blaspheme God or curse the ruler of your people.”

So why did Paul insult the high priedt®ll it is possible that Paul didn’t know who he was. Bgain we need
to askhow did Paul not know thatnaniaswas the high priest®/ell since the Sanhedrin was not in formal
assemblyAnaniasmay not have had on official dress. AAdaniasmay not have been the actual high priest at
that time, because the title was also used for fornggr priests and those who were merely from the family ou
of which he was chosen.

But notice what Paul did as soon as he discovérethiaswas the high priest. Once Paul knew who he spoke
against, he immediately apologized noting that it wgesrest the law to speak against a ruler of God's leeop
And what happens next hereAwats 23is one of the finest examples we have of divide and congues 23:6
“Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadduceeshanathers Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin,
"My brothers, | am a Pharisee, the son of a Phariseéantd ©n trial because of my hope in the resurrection of
the dead."”

Luke tells us that when Paul looked around at his audibecsaw the council was comprised of both Pharisee
and Sadducees. And so he begins his defence by sayingste Marisee, the son of a Pharisee and brought
on charges because of his belief in the resurrection afehd.But why would Paul say he was brought before
them because of his belief in the resurrection?

Well because if you think about the gospel, as we havadlrseen time and time again, when you preach the
gospel, you have to include the preaching of the resuwreot Jesus Christl. Corinthians 15:3+4 “For what |
received | passed on to you as of first importance: @maist died for our sins according to the Scriptutleat

he was buried, that he was raised on the third day acgptdithe Scriptures”.

And so Paul uses his belief in Jesus’ resurrectionideland conquerActs 23:7-10 “When he said this, a
dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Saddacddbe assembly was divided. (The Sadducees s&
that there is no resurrection, and that there are neithelsamgespirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them
all.) There was a great uproar, and some of the teaolhéns law who were Pharisees stood up and argued
vigorously. "We find nothing wrong with this man," theyddiWhat if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?"
The dispute became so violent that the commander wasd &faail would be torn to pieces by them. He ordere
the troops to go down and take him away from them by fancebring him into the barracks.”

Luke tells us that Paul's statement immediately @eat division between the Pharisees, who believed in the
resurrection and the Sadducees, who didn’'t. And it gtltécstage where some of the scribes who were
Pharisees actually stood up and said they could notafwydfault in Paul. In fact they almost defend Paul by
wondering if the apostle had been spoken to by a spiahangel.

Now again the Pharisees believed in spirits and angelhéBadducees didn’t. And so because of these two
different beliefs, the dissention between the two groupsseagreat that the chief captain had Paul withdrawn
the castle, afraid he would be torn apart by them. Adufbelieve that Paul's situation was terrifying, you
would be right to think that. But Paul being the faithfllrStian that he was, kept his focus on the mission
ahead of him which God gave him.

You see loved ones God didn’t want to let Paul get tonfedable on this earth and He doesn’t want you to ge
too comfortableThough many of us have seen pictures of a huge eagle'’kigksh the branches of a tree or in
the crag of a cliff, few of us have gotten a glimpsed@sWhen a mother eagle builds her nest she starts with
thorns, broken branches, sharp rocks, and a number of acthex that seem entirely unsuitable for the project.
But then she lines the nest with a thick padding of waatHers, and fur from animals she has killed, making
soft and comfortable for the eggs.

By the time the growing birds reach flying age, the catib the nest and the luxury of free meals make them
guite reluctant to leave. That's when the mother eagle beginsng up the nest.With her strong talons she
begins pulling up the thick carpet of fur and feathbrg)ging the sharp rocks and branches to the surface. As
more of the bedding gets plucked up, the nest becomes umcomfortable for the young eagles.
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Eventually, this and other urgings prompt the growing esatyideave their once-comfortable abode and move
to more mature behaviour.

Now why does God allow trials and sufferings in ourdi?Because He doesn’t want us to get too comfortable
in this world. He wants us out of our comfort zones Hedwants us to grow. He wanted Paul to take the gosp
to Rome, and He wants you to take the gospel somewberd heRoman Empirdoelieved that it was the light
of the world, but Paul knew all too well that Rome whls is the dark and the gospel was the real light.

Bob Woodsells the story of a couple who took their son, 11, dadghter, 7, to Carlsbad Caverns. As always,
when the tour reached the deepest point in the cavern, thetgumbel off all the lights to dramatize how
completely dark and silent it is below the earth's sexfdde little girl, suddenly enveloped in utter darlsyes
was frightened and began to cry. Immediately was heardaice of her brother:Don't cry. Somebody here
knows how to turn on the lights."

We all know people who are still stumbling around in thekdess and God wants you to share the gospel ligr
with them. Because in a very real sense, that is exatidy the message of the gospel is. Jesus sajsiim

8:12, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows mélwever walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life."

Now if that’s who Jesus isyhat does He say we arbftthew 5:14-16 "You are the light of the world. A city o
a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lampndt under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same leayour light shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

You see loved ones, every time you open you mouth, evagyyou walk into a room, every time you do a goo
deed. With everything you do in life, you're saying to pleo | know how to turn on the light. And notice Jesus
didn’'t sayyou’re the light in the bed roonme didn’t sayou’re the light of the meeting placNo! Jesus said
you're the light of the world.

Have you ever been looking for a torch in your house and whereventually find it, you discover that it
doesn’'t work because the batteries are all rusted akthéeacid?The torch is now useless because it hasn’t
been used regularly enough and it needs to be thrown awagpladed with a new one. You see loved ones,
there’s no point shining like stars only on Sunday morningeiare not going to use our light through the weel

We come to worship God each week to recharge thoseriestso that we can have enough energy left within
to last the rest of the week. Because if we as torch&wod’s light continue to shine every day of our lives,
Satan will never have an opportunity to come in and tempad aerrupt our lives with sin. And so because Pau
was afraid, Luke tells us next Acts 23:11 “The following night the Lord stood near Pand aaid, "Take
courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalerypgaonust also testify in Rome."

| heard about a man who bragged that he had cut off the ih@n-eating lion with his pocket knife. Asked
why he hadn't cut off the lion's head, the man repli8dmeone had already done thafdu see loved ones we
should take courage because no one is going to grab yophgeatally crucify you for preaching the good new:
someone has already done that. You've already been gfliyitwucified with Christ.

Paul tells us irGalatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and lamger live, but Christ lives in me.”
Paul also tells us ibalatians 5:24hat,“Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sidture with

its passions and desire$sod was saying to Paullake couragebecause | am with you always, to the very en
of the ageMatthew 28:20. ‘Take couragbecause never will | leave you, never will | forsake yeabrews

13:5. ‘Take courageihat can mortal man do to yo&#®alm 56:4. ‘Take couragbecause I'm in control of your
destiny as long as you follow my wilRomans 8:35

Let me encourage you to take courage and rememberaitts of thePsalmistthroughout the rest of this week
as we try to let our light shine for Christsalm 139:7-12 “Where can | go from your Spirit? Wheae | flee

from your presence? If | go up to the heavens, you are tiiénmake my bed in the depths, you are there. If |
rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far siithe sea, even there your hand will guide me, yount rig
hand will hold me fast. If | say, "Surely the darkneshB hide me and the light become night around me," ever
the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shike the day, for darkness is as light to you.”



