“Blinded by the Light”. (36)

We left the apostle Paul in a situation where evegyamound him wanted to kill him because a small group of Jew
accused him ofbur things They accused him of teaching against the Jews; teachingsatfa law; teaching against
the temple; and bringing Greeks into the temple, thedelfiling it. And so the chief captain of the Roman garris
who was guarding Jerusalem rushed in with around 300 mesdwaer®aul from the mob.

And we watch up with Luke’s report of Paul’'s actiong\iis 21:37-40 “As the soldiers were about to take Paul int
the barracks, he asked the commander, "May | say sargdthiyou?" "Do you speak Greek?" he replied. "Aren't
you the Egyptian who started a revolt and led four thalisarrorists out into the desert some time ago?l' Pau
answered, "I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, aeitinf no ordinary city. Please let me speak to the pgople
Having received the commander's permission, Paul stoockataps and motioned to the crowd. When they were
silent, he said to them in Aramaic.”

There is an old story of a man in the north of Scotlho had a reputation for being wise and for giving sound
advice. A young person went to him one day and askédle Jimmy, how come you have such good judgment?”
"Well, | have good judgment because | have had a lotpergence,'he replied And the boy said;Yes, but how did
you get all that experience?" "Welthie man laughed] got it by making a lot of bad judgments.”

Now you would think that Paul asking the chief captain, wdmb taken him prisoner, if he could speak would be a
bad judgment on Paul's behalf. Especially after havingifieishHreatened by the very people who are trying to kill
him. And I'm pretty sure if that was you or | we would bading just to get out of there to be safe and away from
the mob.

But Paul doesn't do that, he asks to speak to them andtiwbeaptain heard Paul speak to him fluently in Greek,
was surprised. And the reason he was surprised was bémabad assumed that Paul was an Egyptian criminal. T
captain thought that Paul was an Egyptian criminal witbléda band of some 4,000 men in a rebellion. And so
Paul explained to the captain that he was a Jew Transusin Cilicia.

Now just a few years ago there were many coins exaawiate Tarsuswhich had the following inscription engravec
on them,Metropolis AutonomousNow the reason | shared that information with youeisause this tells us that
Tarsusat some point of time must have been granted autonorthelfgomans. The excavations also tell us that
Tarsuswas an important metropolis noted for its educatidazlities, as well as for trade, shipbuilding, and
commerce.

Anyway Paul went on to ask the captain for permissiospeak to the very multitude that only moments befode ha
sought to kill him. And when permission was granted, Paulgastvith his hand to gain the attention of the
audience and a hush fell over the crowd. And so Paullbkegan to speak to them in Aramaic.

And so Paul begins his first defense and he sagstm22:1-5 "Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defen
When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they beaany quiet. Then Paul said: "l am a Jew, born irsds
of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under Gamalielas thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and juat
as zealous for God as any of you are today. | persecwgddllitwers of this Way to their death, arresting boim
and women and throwing them into prison, as also tjie priest and all the Council can testify. | even miata
letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, ant tiere to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusaleen
punished.”

Now remember that most of Paul's audience was prigndeivish, that's why he addresses therfBasthren and
fathers."And also remember what we said at the beginning oflélsson, according tacts 21:28,Paul's
accusers had said he taught against the Jews, the Lwsefs, the temple and brought Greeks into the temple
defiling the holy place.

And so Paul’'s response to their first accusation wasRhal himself was a Jew. He was born in Tarsushéut
was reared in the city of Jerusalem as a pupil ohtgbkly respected Jewish teacher, Gamaliel. He had been
taught the law, which was handed down from the Jewish fatimeasmost precise way. In fact, he had become
zealot for God, just as had his accusers. His zeatdmched the point where he persecuted those following
Christ's way by binding, imprisoning and ultimately assgsin their deaths.
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And so what Paul does next is what any good lawyer wadaloh a courtroom situation and that is call in the
witnesses. As witnesses to his zeal, Paul mentioneddhephiest and council of the elders. And he tells the
angry mob that he had personally received letters fromigtedriest and elders to give him authority to go to
Damascus to bring Christians from that city in chainsetasalem to be punished.

You see loved ones it's much easier to talk to peoplermyou have been in their shoes. Now we can sometin
sympathize with a lot of people about things they have®gaimg through in their lives but we do not always
understand what they are going through unless we have been there.

And please don't take this the wrong way, but unless yobéen addicted to alcohol you cannot fully
understand an alcoholic. Unless you've been addictedugsdrou cannot fully understand what a drug addict
going through. Unless your husband of wife has walked oy, you cannot fully understand what that
person who is left on their own or with the kids are gomgugh. Unless you have fallen away from the Lord
you cannot fully understand just how difficult it is¢ome back. Unless you have lost someone close tonyou i
death, you can’t fully understand what it’s like to Iegeneone close to you in death.

Paul understood these people because he was just asasalt their beliefs as they were. He had walked in
their shoes and fully understood where they were coming.fi@u see loved ones many times when we meet
people and they share their problems with us, if we clateréo them, this will very often open up a door for us
to share with them how we understand what they are going tihr@uwg more importantly it will open a door for
us to share with them how we got help with our problems.

Now you may think that Paul didn’'t have any problemsl| \eged ones, Paul had a serious problem, its called
sin. And it’'s a problem that everyone suffers frédkmumber of years ago an old newspaper editor wrotkdo
famous writerG. K. Chestertorand asked him the questidiyhat's wrong with the world?G. K. Chesterton
wrote back and said| am."

You see loved ones people will never become Christiansthetjlsee themselves as sinners. As Paul himself
reminds us irRomans 3:23 “All have sinned and fall short of the gldrod.” Now because Paul sees himself
as a sinner in need of salvation, and because he could telhis Jewish audience because he’s been where t
are. Paul goes on to share his testimony about his encautttdhe risen Lord Jesus.

Now we’re not going to spend too much time on the next fewegbecause we already dealt with most of this
in Acts 9.But Paul goes on and says to themi\ais 22:6-11 "About noon as | came near Damascus, suddenl
bright light from heaven flashed around me. | fell to theugtband heard a voice say to me, 'Saul' Saul! Why
you persecute me?' "Who are you, Lord?' | asked. "Jesns of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,' he
replied. My companions saw the light, but they did notanathnd the voice of him who was speaking to me.
"What shall | do, Lord?' | asked. "'Get up,' the Lord sadd go into Damascus. There you will be told all that
you have been assigned to do." My companions led me bhatiteinto Damascus, because the brilliance of the
light had blinded me.”

Paul began to share with them about the unique conversatibh&ivoice from heaven which he had while on
the Damascus road. Now remember that Luke had alrepdytegl this to Theophilus iActs 9like we said, but
here Paul adds the fact that the bright light was seencat, mchen it outshined the sun at its brightest. And so
Paul fell to the ground, and the voice asked why hepeasecuting Him. And to accurately answer the questic
Saul as he was known at that time, had to know who weakapy. And Jesus then clearly identified himself to
him.

And remember that the only sense in wh8dul, or Paul, persecuted Jesus was in that he persebatedurch,

or Jesus' body. Paul continues and tells them thatauslting companions were afraid, and did not hear the

voice of our Lord in the sense that they did not understamalriobey it. But Saul fully understood and asked
what the Lord would have him to do. And so Jesus tefistbigo into the city to be told what was planned for
him, both in reference to his own salvation and that of nwhgrs.

And so off they went, with Paul's companions leading far@amascus because he was blind. And when he
arrives at Damascus Paul tells thenfrts 22:12-21 "A man named Ananias came to see me. Ha\@asout
observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jeavgylthere. He stood beside me and said, 'Brother Sa
receive your sight!" And at that very moment | was ablee® him. "Then he said: 'The God of our fathers has
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chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous @dda@ahear words from his mouth. You will be his
witness to all men of what you have seen and heard. And i@ ave you waiting for? Get up, be baptized an
wash your sins away, calling on his name.’' "When | retutog@érusalem and was praying at the temple, | fell
into a trance and saw the Lord speaking.’Quick!" he waide. 'Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they w
not accept your testimony about me.' "'Lord," | replidtese men know that | went from one synagogue to
another to imprison and beat those who believe in you. Amhwhe blood of your martyr Stephen was shed,
stood there giving my approval and guarding the clothéksase who were killing him." "Then the Lord said to
me, 'Go; | will send you far away to the Gentiles.™

In Damascus, a devout, God-fearing man naegniascame to Paul, restored his sight and told him that Go
had appointed him to know His will, see the Righteous @md hear His voice. He further said God planned for h
to be a witness to all men and told Paul to be baptizedder to have his sins washed away. Paul then told the
multitude that he returned to Jerusalem and was praying thbdrord told him to leave quickly because they woul
not receive his testimony. And even though Paul arguedtiethord, telling Him the Jews knew of his zeal, the
Lord told Paul to depart because He would send him to é&méil€s.

Now loved ones as | said we have already dealt witkkdhgersion of the apostle PaulAnts 9 But since this is the
last conversion account recorded in Bwk of Acts | thought it would be useful for us to spend just a fevwneats
looking back at all the conversions we have recordékisrbeautiful book. Let’s have a close examinatioalbthe
conversions in th8ook of Acts

Now we’re not going to read all the scripture referermesvhat we are going to do is quickly highlight some
important truths that you will discover if you take timae to read through them yourself. What I've done is jus
broke it down to théve categorieto help me get the point across. If you take a moméenwou get home to read
Acts 2:38-41you will find references to the fact that on the Dayehtecost the peoplegardthe word of God,
repentecof their sins and wereaptised

In Acts 8:5-13where we find Philip in Samaria you will read referercethe fact that the peopteardthe word of
God,believedit and werebaptised In Acts 8:26-40where we find that account of Philip and the Eunuchyuf take
a moment to read through it you will find references &of#ttt that the Eunuchgardthe word of Godbelievedit,
confessedesus as Lord and wiagptised

In Acts 9:18where we find the account of Saul's conversion youfiadl references to Paulearingthe word of
God and beindpaptised In Acts 10:47+48vhere we find the first Gentile converts to Christignit you take a
moment to read through that account you will find refegerio them,hearingthe word of God and beirtgpptised

In Acts 16:15where we find the first European Christians, we find ayaid her householdeardthe word of God
and werebaptised The very next few verses Acts 16:16-33we find the account of the Philippian jailor, we find
references to him and his househalgaringthe word of Godpelievingit and beinghaptised

In Acts 18:8we find the account of Crispus and others in his hdwme;ingthe word of Godbelievingit and being
baptised In Acts 19:3-5we find references to other peoplearingthe word of Godpelievingit and beinghaptised
And finally here inActs 22:16where we find Paul's story, we find references to hiegringthe word of God,
believingit and beingoaptised

Now there are a couple points of interest here anfirtene is this, you cannot become a Christian unjeadirst
heardfrom the Bible how to do just that. Paul say®imans 10:14-15 “How, then, can they call on the one they
have not believed in? And how can they believe in theobméhom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them? And how can they predessuthey are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful
are the feet of those who bring good news!"

Paul is basically saying no one can come to the canaltisat Jesus is Lord and wants to save people froimsihe
if they have never been told. Every single person ircoaversion charteardthe good news concerning Jesus
before they became a Christian. And notice thepaases in our chart, every single person bssisednto Christ
for the forgiveness of their sins.

This simple chart tells us that if a person wants tmbe a Christian they need to told how to because arpers
cannot die to self if they haven't died for Christ firSalvation doesn’t come before baptism, it comes during.
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They say that a picture says a thousand words and hothatuis. Look at thisext chart It has references tiwhn
3:3-5where we find Jesus speaking to Nicodemus and Jesus says tothll you the truth, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless he is born again.” "How can a méohbewhen he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he
cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb bmb@" Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no careenter
the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and thet 3pi

It also has references Bomans 6:3-@vhere Paul tells us thahon't you know that all of us who were baptized intc
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were thetaioed with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead througlgltry of the Father, we too may live a new lifenéf have
been united with him like this in his death, we will cegalso be united with him in his resurrection. Forkmew
that our old self was crucified with him so that the yooflsin might be done away with, that we should mgér be
slaves to sin.”

It also has a reference 1oPeter 3:2vhere Peters tells us thathis water symbolizes baptism that now saves you
also-not the removal of dirt from the body but thedgle of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

Now loved ones | hope you found those charts useful &ndw that I'm preaching mostly to the converted here bt
there is a whole host of people out there who beltbat they are right with God but they have nevenbmmersed
into Christ for the forgiveness of their sins.

Because like our chart’s other reference says accotalidgts 2:36-41lyou’re sins are forgiven and the gift of the
Holy Spirit is given only at your baptism. And noticeaive don't find one single person in theok of Actssaying,
“Oh do I have to be baptised? Must | be baptisddsten loved ones Jesus Himself saidviark 16:16 “Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever doebelieve will be condemned.”

Every single conversion we read about in the Biblepeaple submitting to Christ in humble obedience in thtevs
of baptism. Now someone once said to fiveke, Jesus doesn't say if you are not baptised you wikkdndemned,
He says, ‘if you do not believe you will be condemneWeéll if we were to think about that question logically, we
could also say that Jesus didn’t mention repentancer eith

And are we going to teach that a person may be savhdwisorrow for sin and a corresponding improvement of
life? Surely not. Listen when Jesus affirmed that one wHuetiesves will be condemned, it was entirely unnecessa
to add further acts of rebellion in order to make the.cke unbeliever is condemned at that point so it wasn’
necessary for Jesus to add more acts of disobedience.

Listen loved ones, suppose we were to ddg,who eats and digests his food shall live, but he velte mot shall
die.” Would it be sensible to saile who eats and digests his food shall live, but he @dts not, and does not
digest, shall die? Can a person digest something he hasn’t edteather wordsis it even necessary to discuss
baptism with a person who is in a state of disbel@fféoarse not, logic and common sense tells us é@saisdidn’t
need to mention baptism the second time because anyandogsn’t believe won't be baptised. And people need
know that salvation does not occur until the believeriesn baptized.

Now | believe that’s an important point for us to renber because when God opens a door up for us to share ou
testimonies with unbelievers. We need to make it ctedlngm that at our baptism, that was the point where w
received not only the forgiveness of our sins, not ordywk receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, but also daptism
was the point in which we received our salvation.

A number of years agelanfred Manrhad a one hit wonder song call&linded by the light."Well loved ones in
many ways not only was Paul blinded by the light, we \a#relinded by that same light. And we all need to be ab
to talk about our road to Damascus to unbelievers becaeige all been there. When we were merrily walking
along life’s road when all of a sudden tweardsomeone speak about God.

And then we were blinded by the bold truth that we ameess and in need of rescuing from our sins. Blinded by tf
truth that we can’t make it to heaven on our own, e&dnJesus to help us. Blinded by the truth that our livesiwere
a mess and no one could help except God Himself. Blindecedyotld truth that no one would forgive us for the
things we had done in the past except God Himself.
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No wonderJohn Newtorpenned the words to that famous hymmazing GraceAnd listen to the words of first
stanza,’Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that sav'd a wrételmhe! | once was lost, but now am found, was
blind, but now | see.”

So let me ask you before we finistgw is your eyesight this morning? Can you still see Gearly? Can you still
see God'’s purpose for your life clearly? Or is livinghis sin cursed planet beginning to make your eyesightea litt
hazy?

Maybe there is some sin or problem in your life whichdginning to cloud your vision. Maybe it's time to stop
looking at the faults in your brother or sister’s €gad remove the plank from your ovimke 6:41-42 "Why do you
look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye anch@agtention to the plank in your own eye? How can you
say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speckbybur eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the planikaar
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your, eynd then you will see clearly to remove the speck fro
your brother's eye.”

Whatever the problem or sin is loved ones God can h&abd helped you see that light clearly before and lHe ca
do the same again. And just like with our physical bodiesges need some care and attention from the opticians
sometimes to maintain good eyesight.

God is always on hand as the great physician, our spiojptigian to help restore our spiritual eyesight bacthéar
full glory. Where we can see clearly the hope tiegt dhead of us, the purpose for our lives, and glohgaven
which awaits for each and every one of us.



