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“Thank God for our freedom.” (35) 
 
Field Marshall Viscount Montgomery, an Englishman who was not ashamed to assert his faith in God, was invited to 
speak at the opening of a hymn book publisher's new printing plant. He urged rewriting some of the hymns which he 
found dismally at odds with man's true nature. Montgomery said, "We sing, 'O Paradise, O Paradise, How I long for 
Thee.' But we do not really long for that. We long to stay on here a bit longer." Then he added, "I would like to see an 
author write 'O Paradise, O Paradise, I have a little shop, and just as long as profits last, here I mean to stop.'" 
 
If there was ever a man who could truly sing, "We sing, 'O Paradise, O Paradise, How I long for Thee.'” It would 
have been the apostle Paul. He knew exactly what he was talking about when he wrote in Philippians 1:21, “For to 
me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” 
 
We left the apostle Paul with tears in his eyes warning the elders from Ephesus to be on their guard against false 
teachers in Acts 20. And we also saw very powerfully that Paul knew that his time on earth was coming to a close 
very soon. He knew exactly what was about to happen to him as he departed from their company in Miletus. 
 
And so we catch up with Paul’s journey in Acts 21:1-4 “After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to 
sea and sailed straight to Cos. The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara. We found a ship crossing 
over to Phoenicia, went on board and set sail. After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we sailed on to 
Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload its cargo. Finding the disciples there, we stayed with them 
seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem.” 
 
Luke tells us that they went from Cos, to Rhodes, to Patara. Then, they boarded a ship sailing to Phoenicia and they 
passed Cyprus and sailed to Syria, where they stopped at Tyre for the ship to unload its cargo. And it’s here in Tyre 
that Paul and his companions sought out the Lord's followers in that city and stayed seven days with them. And since 
the Spirit played a key role in the start of this journey toward Jerusalem, it seems likely the disciples, having further 
revelations from the Spirit concerning Paul's coming imprisonment, begged him not to go. 
 
And so Luke continues in Acts 21:5-9 “But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the 
disciples and their wives and children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray. After 
saying good-by to each other, we went aboard the ship, and they returned home. We continued our voyage from Tyre 
and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for a day. Leaving the next day, we 
reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. He had four unmarried daughters 
who prophesied.” 
 
Luke says that at the end of their weeklong visit, Paul's company walked toward the ship with an escort composed of 
the many Christian men in the city of Tyre, along with their wives and children. And look what they did before 
boarding the ship, they all stopped for a prayer. Do you ever do that? 
 
Now we don’t know exactly what it was they were praying for but the fact that they begged Paul not to go tells me 
that they must have been asking God to be with Paul because of what was going to happen to him. But before you 
embark on any journey, do you pray for a safe trip and ask God to be with you? You see sometimes we get into the 
mindset that we only have to pray for a safe trip if we plan to fly or go on a cruise ship. 
 
But what about the small journeys, do we take those journeys for granted? Do we think that we don’t need God for 
those journeys too? When the Israelites under the leadership of Joshua finally took the Promised Land, Joshua 
reminds the people and says to them in Joshua 24:17-18 “It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our 
fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us 
on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled.”  
 
When the tribe of Dan were going to take a nearby city for themselves, they meet a priest called Micah and they ask 
him in Judges 18:5-6, "Please inquire of God to learn whether our journey will be successful." The priest answered 
them, "Go in peace. Your journey has the Lord's approval."  
 
You see loved ones the point I’m trying to get across is that Christians should always pray for safe journeys no matter 
how long or short the journey is. And the reason for that is that we need to remind ourselves that we are never alone. 
We need to remember to take God with us. And so after their prayer on the beach Paul and those with him boarded 
the ship and the others returned home.  
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The ship went on from Tyre to Ptolemais, where they were again greeted by the brethren. And after one day's stay, 
they went on to Caesarea, where they spent some time in the house of Philip the proclaimer of good news. Now who 
was this Philip? Well I believe it was the same Philip who is mentioned in Acts 6 and Acts 8 who was chosen for the 
ministration to the widows and the one who taught the Ethiopian. And according to what we have just read Philip had 
four virgin daughters who prophesied. 
 
But it’s during Paul’s time at Philip’s house that we're introduced to a man who we have already met. Acts 21:10-14 
“After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. Coming over to us, he 
took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the Jews of Jerusalem 
will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.'" When we heard this, we and the people there 
pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, "Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I 
am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." When he would not be 
dissuaded, we gave up and said, "The Lord's will be done." 
 
Luke tells us that Agabus also came to Philip's house at the same time as Paul's company. Now this Agabus is the 
same man we met back in Acts 11:27-28 remember? He was one of the prophets who went to Antioch from 
Jerusalem. He was the one who predicted a sever famine was going to spread throughout the Roman Empire. But this 
time he’s not predicting a famine, he’s predicting Paul’s future. 
 
Luke tells us that Agabus took Paul's belt, or girdle, and bound his own hands and feet. He then explained that the 
Holy Spirit was foretelling Paul's being taken prisoner by the Jews and turned over to the Gentiles. And so 
understandably all those who heard the prophecy, including Luke, begged Paul not to go to Jerusalem. But again 
we see Paul demonstrating in his life who carries the most influence. Not pain or suffering, death or even the fear 
of death was going to stop him from doing God’s will. 
 
And so Paul explained that his trip to Jerusalem was one he was making in an effort to fulfil his commission to 
preach the gospel. Paul was practising what Jesus preached in Matthew 10:28-29, “Do not be afraid of those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
Paul was practising what he wrote in Romans 14:8 “If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the 
Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.”  
 
Someone once said, “The clock of life is wound but once, and no man has the power to tell just when the hands 
will stop at late or early hour. To lose one's wealth is sad indeed. To lose one's health is more. To lose one's soul 
is such a loss that no man can restore. Thirty-nine people died while I read these words. Every hour 5,417 go to 
meet their Maker. You could have been among them. Sooner or later you will be. Are you ready?” 
 
You see loved ones there’s no use spending a lot of time worrying about dying because all of us will have to go 
some time. But all of us need to spend a lot of our time preparing to meet our Maker. Everyone on earth past, 
present and future will all have to meet our Makers. Hebrews 9:27 “Just as man is destined to die once, and after 
that to face judgment.” 
 
Now that brings fear into the hearts of those who don’t know Christ and it should but for Christians that’s one of 
the highlights of our future. Because if we read Hebrews again and read on, the writer says, Hebrews 9:27-28, 
“Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away 
the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 
waiting for him.”  
 
Are you waiting for Him? Don’t you just long for Jesus’ return? I know I do, because when that day comes I 
know I can’t hurt Him by disobeying Him time and time again. Yes I understand I have work to do for Him 
before I go, yes I understand I will leave loved ones behind when I go, but don’t you just long for Him to come? 
And if anything at least my family, God willing, will find some peace in the fact that “I have fought the good 
fight, and kept the faith,” and know that they will see me again. 
 
And they too like those listening to Paul will realize the strength of Paul’s convictions in the matter, and they 
will yield and express the desire that the Lord's will be accomplished. And so Luke carries on with his report of 
Paul’s journey to Theophilus in Acts 21:15-20 “After this, we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. Some of the 
disciples from Caesarea accompanied us and brought us to the home of Mnason, where we were to stay. He was 
a man from Cyprus and one of the early disciples. When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers received us 
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warmly. The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see James, and all the elders were present. Paul greeted 
them and reported in detail what God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. When they heard this, 
they praised God.” 
 
Luke tells us that the group travelled on to Jerusalem where they planned to lodge with one of the early disciples 
named Mnason who was from Cyprus. And they were joyfully greeted by the brethren in Jerusalem which Paul 
may well have viewed as an answer to the prayers he had been asking others to pray for him. Romans 15:30-31 
“I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying 
to God for me. Pray that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and that my service in Jerusalem may be 
acceptable to the saints there.” 
 
But whether this was an answered prayer or not at least another prayer was answered. The saints in Jerusalem 
received the gift of money which Paul brought to help the needy saints. And so Luke tells us that the next day, 
Paul delivered a report to James and all the elders concerning the things God had accomplished among the 
Gentiles through Paul. And God did accomplish many things among the Gentiles through Paul. So no wonder the 
group glorified God for the good which had been done.  
 
And so Luke continues in Acts 21:20-21 “Then they said to Paul: "You see, brother, how many thousands of 
Jews have believed, and all of them are zealous for the law. They have been informed that you teach all the Jews 
who live among the Gentiles to turn away from Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or live 
according to our customs.” 
 
The assembled group explained to Paul that thousands of Jews had obeyed the gospel of Christ in Jerusalem but 
they also still tried to adhere strictly to the Law of Moses. But as always when people do great things fro the 
Lord there are always those in the background trying to discredit everything you have accomplished. Someone, 
or some group, had spread the rumour that Paul taught Jews who lived among the Gentiles that they should 
forsake Moses' law, especially by refusing to circumcise their children.  
 
Now we know that this was a false accusation because if you remember correctly, Paul had actually circumcised 
Timothy with his own hand. Acts 16:3 “Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him 
because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.” And what we also need 
to remember is that a full understanding of the effect of the cross on the ordinances of the Law of Moses would 
ultimately result in the end of circumcision as a religious act anyway. 
 
Now what happens next raising a few questions which need to be looked at carefully. Acts 21:22-25 “What shall 
we do? They will certainly hear that you have come, so do what we tell you. There are four men with us who have 
made a vow. Take these men, join in their purification rites and pay their expenses, so that they can have their heads 
shaved. Then everybody will know there is no truth in these reports about you, but that you yourself are living in 
obedience to the law. As for the Gentile believers, we have written to them our decision that they should abstain from 
food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality."  
 
Now naturally, the church would hear of Paul's arrival in Jerusalem and would assemble. Therefore, James and 
the others proposed that Paul purify himself along with four men who had taken a vow. Paul was also urged to pay 
the expenses involved in their vows. But why would Paul do that? If the Law of Moses and their customs were 
abolished at the cross of Christ, why would Paul do this? Well simply because by doing this Paul would silence those 
who were falsely charging Paul.  
 
But again we need to ask ourselves, did Paul compromise his teachings about the law being a schoolmaster to lead 
men to Christ by purifying himself and paying for a vow under Moses' law? Or, did he recognize that these things did 
not have to do with salvation, so he could do them in an effort to further reach out to the Jews?  
 
Well this is one of those questions where we have no certain answer to. But I will point out this much about Paul’s 
actions because some people seem to suggest that Paul sinned by doing what the officials asked. You see we need to 
understand what ‘ceremonial purification’ involved. It did not necessarily involve atonement for personal sin.  
 
For example a Jewish woman had to be “purified”  following the birth of a child. Leviticus 12:1-7 “The Lord said to 
Moses, "Say to the Israelites: 'A woman who becomes pregnant and gives birth to a son will be ceremonially unclean 
for seven days, just as she is unclean during her monthly period. On the eighth day the boy is to be circumcised. Then 
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the woman must wait thirty-three days to be purified from her bleeding. She must not touch anything sacred or go to 
the sanctuary until the days of her purification are over. If she gives birth to a daughter, for two weeks the woman 
will be unclean, as during her period. Then she must wait sixty-six days to be purified from her bleeding. "'When the 
days of her purification for a son or daughter are over, she is to bring to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting a year-old lamb for a burnt offering and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin offering. He shall offer them 
before the Lord to make atonement for her, and then she will be ceremonially clean from her flow of blood.” 
 
We see Mary after giving birth to Jesus obeying this purification law in Luke 2:22. Now remember this law was to be 
obeyed even though the act of bearing a child is not sinful. But the point I’m trying to make is that Paul’s act of 
“purification,” doesn’t mean that he was seeking personal forgiveness by means of an animal sacrifice. Like I said, 
we’re not sure why Paul did this, but I believe that Paul’s actions kept the peace and so then he could reach even 
more Jews with the good news. 
  
But if there is anything we can get from this text it’s this, at least James and the elders were consistent in not 
requiring the Gentiles to follow the Law of Moses. And so Luke tells us in Acts 21:26-30 “The next day Paul took the 
men and purified himself along with them. Then he went to the temple to give notice of the date when the days of 
purification would end and the offering would be made for each of them. When the seven days were nearly over, 
some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, 
shouting, "Men of Israel, help us! This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against our people and our law 
and this place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled this holy place." (They had 
previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple 
area.) The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him 
from the temple, and immediately the gates were shut.” 
 
Luke tells us that Paul yielded to the proposal set forth by James and the others and began to be purified, perhaps to 
enter the inner part of the temple. And near the end of the seven days of purification, some Jews from Asia found 
Paul in the temple area and called for others to help them. And so these guys come along and accuse Paul of four 
things, 1.) Teaching against the Jews; 2.) Teaching against the law; 3.) Teaching against the temple; and 4.) Bringing 
Greeks into the temple, thereby defiling it.  
 
And as to the last charge, Luke reported that they had seen Paul in the city with Trophimus the Ephesian and 
supposed he had brought him into the temple. And so with all those accusations flying around the angry mob seized 
Paul and dragged him into the court of the Gentiles. They then closed the doors to the temple's inner court so that no 
blood would defile it.  
 
Make no mistake about it loved ones this would have been a terrifying ordeal for anyone to go through. And I’m 
wondering if Paul remembered those wonderful words we find recorded in Psalm 118:6+7 “The Lord is with me; I 
will not be afraid. What can man do to me? The Lord is with me; he is my helper. I will look in triumph on my 
enemies.” You see loved ones God won’t let any harm come to His people unless it is part of His will for them. 
 
And as Luke tells us next, we can see quite clearly that it wasn’t God’s will for Paul to be killed at this point of his 
life. Acts 21:31-36 “While they were trying to kill him, news reached the commander of the Roman troops that the 
whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. He at once took some officers and soldiers and ran down to the crowd. 
When the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. The commander came up and 
arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. Then he asked who he was and what he had done. Some 
in the crowd shouted one thing and some another, and since the commander could not get at the truth because of the 
uproar, he ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. When Paul reached the steps, the violence of the mob was so 
great he had to be carried by the soldiers. The crowd that followed kept shouting, "Away with him!"  
 
Luke tells us that through God's providence, word reached the chief captain of the Roman garrison guarding 
Jerusalem. And he rushed in with perhaps 300 men into the midst of the mob violence.  And as they rushed in the mob 
stopped beating Paul as they arrived. And so Agabus’ predictions came true the chief captain ordered Paul to be 
bound with two chains and asked of his crime.  
 
And the mob gave all sorts of answers to the crime which Paul supposedly committed. So the chief captain ordered 
Paul taken to the castle. But even this was no easy task because the soldiers literally had to carry Paul as a large part 
of the crowd followed, shouting, "Away with him."  
 



5 

Loved ones it’s very difficult to appreciate just what these early Christians went through sometimes on a daily basis 
to remain true to God. Because we may never have to experience it in our lifetimes. But don’t these accounts of 
Paul’s struggles just give us so much encouragement to keep going. 
 
You know we sometimes read these accounts as though they were fictional figures in fictional places. But loved ones 
the apostle Paul was a real person, travelling through real cities, going through real trails. And if we today were to sit 
down with him and compare our trials, pains and sufferings with his, I believe we would come away very humbled. 
Humbled in the fact that we complain to God about things when in the big picture of things seem to be very trivial. 
 
We complain to God about the weather, we complain to God when someone says something bad about us, we 
complain to God when we let each other down. We complain to God when we get colds and flues, we complain to 
God when someone breaks a promise, we complain to God when something bad happens to our loved ones. The list 
could go on and on. And notice that most of our complaints are not because were being persecuted for being 
Christians but because of things which happen to everyone in this world, whether they are Christians or not. 
 
You speak to the apostle Paul and he would gladly swap a life in prison for your life of luxury. He would gladly swap 
being beaten up for someone slandering you for being a Christian. Loved ones it’s time to get real and stop 
complaining and start praising and thanking God for allowing us to live in a country where we are free to worship 
Him in peace. 


