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“Let’s give.” (34) 
 

After the miraculous events in Troas with the raising of Eutychus from the dead, we left the apostle Paul in Miletus. 
Now remember that Paul intended to sail by Ephesus in the hope of reaching Jerusalem before Pentecost. But while 
he was in Miletus, he called for the elders of the church at Ephesus to meet him there.  
 
And we catch up with him in Acts 20:17-21 “From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When 
they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into 
the province of Asia. I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots 
of the Jews. You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you 
publicly and from house to house. I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance 
and have faith in our Lord Jesus.” 
 
John Wesley was a great preacher, but not everybody, of course, liked him. One day as Mr Wesley was out walking, 
he was on a narrow path when he met a man who didn't like him. One of the men would have to step aside to allow 
the other to pass. The man came charging ahead saying, "I never make way for fools." John quickly stepped aside 
saying, "I always do." 
 
And I guess the point of that story is that humility is a gift that most Christians need to possess. And when Luke tells 
us that the elders from Ephesus arrived to meet Paul, he reminded them of the struggles he faced while in he was in 
Asia. Paul had served the Lord with a humble attitude, even to the point of being moved to tears at times and 
surviving more than one Jewish plot against his life. And despite of all that heartache and tears he continued 
faithfully to declare the truth to them, both publicly in the synagogue and in the school of Tyrannus, and teaching in 
one house, then another.  
 
And notice also that his preaching had extended to the Jews as well as the Greeks. And like we saw the last time we 
were together his preaching included the need for repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. Let me ask you, what is faith? 
You see loved ones there is faith and there is faith. And I believe the best way to answer the question about genuine 
faith is to go to the Bible itself for the answer. 
 
In Hebrews 11 which is commonly called the “Hall of Faith” we find the writer of Hebrews explaining just exactly 
what genuine faith is. First all is your faith logical? In Hebrews 11:3 the writer says, “By faith we understand that the 
universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.” In other words 
genuine faith “understands” that the universe is not self-existent; rather, it was designed by the Creator and so what 
we see here is that logic and faith are companions. 
 
Secondly is your faith dependant upon revelation? In Hebrews 11: 4-6 the writer says, “By faith Abel offered God a 
better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. 
And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead. By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not 
experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was 
commended as one who pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” The writer says that God has, in 
history, “borne witness,” “warned,” or “called.”  
 
And why did He do that? Simply because mankind does not instinctively know how to serve God. In other words 
genuine faith sees faith like the writer says in Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see.” Genuine faith understands that God has revealed His will for mankind within the Holy 
Scriptures. 
 
Thirdly does your faith involve trusting our Maker? Again the Hebrew writer says in Hebrews 11:7+8, “By faith 
Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned 
the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place 
he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.” 
 
When Noah was warned by God, though he had never seen a flood, he by faith prepared the ark. Abraham by faith 
left Chaldea even though he didn’t know where he was going too. In other words genuine faith clearly trusts the 
unseen God. 
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Fourthly does your faith have actions with your words? So many people in the religious world today seem to entertain 
the notion that faith is merely a mental conviction. Hebrews 11 tells us quite clearly that genuine faith must act with 
actions. Hebrews 11:4 tells us that by faith Abel “offered” a sacrifice. Hebrews 11:7 tells us that by faith Noah 
“prepared” an ark.  And Hebrews 11:8 tells us that Abraham “obeyed” the Lord. You see loved ones faith without 
any actions attached is not a genuine faith. James 2:26 “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds 
is dead.”  
 
And finally does your faith discriminate? Hebrews 11:26 “He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater 
value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.” The writer tells us that Moses chose 
heavenly riches over the treasures of Egypt why? Because Moses understood that genuine faith chooses the spiritual 
over the material, genuine faith chooses the eternal over the temporal. And so loved ones I hope and pray that your 
faith is a genuine faith because there really is a difference between faith and genuine faith. But as we all know the 
truth of the matter is; only you can answer that question. 
 
Luke carries on with Paul’s discussions with the Ephesians elders in Acts 20:22-27 and writes, "And now, compelled 
by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the 
Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if 
only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-the task of testifying to the gospel of 
God's grace. "Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me 
again. Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not hesitated to 
proclaim to you the whole will of God.” 
 
Paul after reminding them of his time working among them, goes on and tells the elders that he was compelled to go 
on to Jerusalem, despite the knowledge of what awaited him there. Now loved ones its one thing not knowing what 
lies ahead of us but it’s another knowing exactly what lies ahead. 
 
You’re at the doctors awaiting some results from a blood test to find out if you have serious kidney problems. You 
have family members in the armed forces and you know there’s been a bombing in the area where they are assigned 
to and you’re waiting to hear if you’re loved ones are OK. You’re heading towards the hospital in an ambulance and 
you don’t know whether you’re going survive to see your husband or wife again. 
 
You see loved ones it’s during those difficult times of uncertainty of what lies ahead that things like worry and 
anxiety creep into our lives. And it’s usually not until after the event, or until after you have been diagnosed with an 
illness can you start to deal with it. But loved ones that’s where genuine faith in God helps us through those difficult 
uncertain times. But Luke tells us that the Holy Spirit had testified to Paul, through the voices of prophets and other 
inspired men, concerning his impending arrest and the other trials he would confront in Jerusalem. In other words 
Paul knew exactly what was going to happen in his life, he knew what lay around the corner. 
 
Now most of us usually run away from difficult times and we try to avoid those times at any cost. And the reason we 
do that is because we are concerned with ourselves. We’re afraid that we might get hurt, we’re afraid that we might 
be slandered, we’re afraid that if we go there, people might think we have alternative motives. And so instead of 
embracing those times when they come and seeing them as an opportunity to grow in our faith, we avoid them 
instead. 
 
James 1:2-4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the 
testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything.” 
 
You see loved ones Paul’s greatest concern was not for his own personal safety. Paul’s greatest concern was with 
completing the special ministry Jesus had given him, or preaching the kingdom, which is one and the same thing.  
And make no mistake about it loves ones, Paul knew exactly what lay ahead of him. He did not expect to ever see the 
faces of those elders again. That’s why he called upon them to faithfully witness the content of his preaching among 
those at Ephesus.  
 
And he knew because he had preached the whole truth, he knew within himself that he was free from any 
responsibility for those who might have remained in their sin. In other words his job was finished in Ephesus and like 
we looked at a few weeks ago, he was not responsible for those who didn’t respond to the good news. You see loved 
ones as Graeme Morrison once said to me, “Christians don’t have problems, Christians have challenges.” 
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Someone once said that, the great soul prays, "Lord, make me as big as my problem." The little soul prays, "Lord, let 
me off easy." The giant soul asks, "Lord, give me strength sufficient for a hard day," while the small soul begs, 
"Lord, let me have a lighter load." The busy soul prays, "Lord, stand with me until I finish my task," while the weak 
soul says, "I got tired and quit." 
 
You see Paul didn’t see his mission with Christ as a problem, he saw it as a challenge. Yes there were times when he 
was beaten up and flogged, yes there were times when he was tired, thirsty, and hungry. But his real challenge was to 
simply trust His God with that genuine faith we looked at earlier. 
          
And so before Paul leaves the Ephesian elders, he warns them by saying the following in Acts 20:28-31 “Keep watch 
over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of 
God, which he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will 
not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples 
after them. So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day 
with tears.”  
 
Paul because he did not anticipate seeing them again, charged those elders, who had been selected on the basis of the 
qualifications listed by the Holy Spirit, to watch out for their own spiritual well being. But he also reminds them that 
they were commanded to watch out for every sheep in God’s flock at Ephesus. Why? Because they had been given 
oversight, or made bishops, over the flock which was purchased with Jesus’ blood. And make no mistake about it 
loved ones being watchful was and still is necessary today because false teachers, even from within the eldership, 
would draw away disciples.  
 
And so Paul urged the elders to remember his own watchful service of three years as he had been warning them day 
and night, even with tears in his eyes. Now I said that false teachers are still a real problem in the world today and I 
believe it’s necessary for all of us to be able to identity them. 
 
A young preacher of a little church complained to the "Prince of Preachers," Charles H. Spurgeon, about the 
smallness of his church and its few members. Spurgeon asked him, "How many members do you have?" "Fifty," 
replied the preacher. "Ah," exclaimed Spurgeon, "that is more than you will want to account for on the Day of 
Judgment." 
 
You see loved ones preaching or teaching is one of those God given positions within the Lord’s church which needs 
to be prayed about carefully before taking on the responsibility. But it’s also the responsibility of every member of 
the Lord’s church to be on their guard against false teachers. Because the power of the public speaker is enormous.  
 
Who can forget the swelling pride of the British during their darkest hour as they were led to the battle with the words 
of Churchill?  On June 14th 1940 when the British were up against the Nazi’s, Churchill famously said, “We shall go 
on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence 
and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, 
we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall 
never surrender.” 
 
You see loved ones public speakers have a lot of influence and those who have been called to be preachers or 
teachers within the Lord’s church need to be aware of that. That is why James warns us in James 3:1, “Not many of 
you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.” 
 
That’s why Paul cautioned young Timothy and said to him in 2 Timothy 4:2-4 “Preach the Word; be prepared in 
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will 
come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and 
turn aside to myths.” 
 
That why John tells us in 1 John 4:1, “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” So we see that teaching is a very 
responsible job within the Lord’s church and we know that there are false teachers out there. 
 
But how do we know the difference between a teacher and false teacher? 
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Well again if we allow the Bible to tell us we will find the answer. John tells us there are at least two tests you can do 
and the first one is this. If they deny any gospel accounts or anything revealed within the gospel accounts concerning 
Jesus Christ, they are false teachers. 
 
1 John 4:2+3 “This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of 
the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.”  
 
Any spirit (or person) who denies the facts revealed in the New Testament regarding the life of Christ is under satanic 
influence and is antichrist. This would include those who deny the details of His birth to the virgin Mary; His 
miraculous ministry; His innocence; His death, burial, and bodily resurrection, and ascension to the right hand of 
God. 
 
The second test is this, is what they are teaching Bible based? 1 John 4:6 “We are from God, and whoever knows 
God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and 
the spirit of falsehood.”  
 
Now remember that John was dealing with a particular problem that was developing. As already indicated, there were 
those who denied that Jesus came in the flesh, but the Holy Spirit, being omniscient, looked across the centuries and 
saw the damage of false and novel doctrines that would develop from the wicked hearts of men.  
 
And so John says that “we,” well who are the “we”? He’s referring to the inspired men who recorded the very 
thoughts of the Holy Spirit and he says that those inspired men are of God. And so the second test is simple, those 
who “know God” are those who demonstrate through their words and deeds that they are receiving their information 
from the only source of divine truth, the Bible. But those who “don’t know” God are those who don’t listen to 
Christ’s apostles and inspired teachers. 
 
And that’s just one reason why we need to get back to what people used to know us by, “the people of the Book.” 
That’s why all of us need to be like the Bereans who Luke says in Acts 17:11 “Were of more noble character than the 
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if 
what Paul said was true.” They examined the Scriptures everyday to see if the message was true or false. 
 
And so Paul warned the Ephesians elders to watch out for false teachers but he wasn’t finished with them just yet. 
Paul goes on and tells them in Acts 20:32-38 "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can 
build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone's silver or 
gold or clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my 
companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering 
the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" When he had said this, he knelt 
down with all of them and prayed. They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. What grieved them most was 
his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.”    
       
After kneeling with them in prayer, Paul with more tears in his eyes left their company. But before he left Paul 
recommended that the shepherds trust God and His word, which would help them grow stronger and inherit eternal 
life. He reminded them that he worked with his own hands to support himself and did not covet anyone’s money.  He 
also urged them to labour to support themselves and help the weak, while reminding them that Jesus said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.”  
 
So let me ask you, do you believe that? Do you believe that it is more blessed to give than to receive? The story goes 
that the benevolent Dr. Wilson once discovered a clergyman at Bath who was sick, poor, and had a large family. In 
the evening he gave a friend fifty pounds, requesting him to deliver it in the most delicate manner, and as from an 
unknown person. The friend said, "I will wait upon him early in the morning." Dr. Wilson then said, "You will oblige 
me, sir, by calling directly. Think of what importance a good night's rest may be to that poor man." 
 
I was reading a poem the other day which I would like to share with you just before we finish. Its called, ‘Let me 
give’. 
I don't know how long I have to live, but while I do, Lord, let me give 
Some comfort to someone in need, by smile or nod--kind word or deed. 
And let me do what e'er I can, to ease things for my fellowman. 
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I only want to do my part, to "lift"  a tired and weary heart. 
To change folks frowns to smiles again, so I will not have lived in vain. 
I do not care how long I live, if I can give -- and give -- and give! 
 
You see loved ones when we think of giving, we often just think about giving money. But giving money isn’t going 
help the man who has just lost his wife in a train crash. Giving him time and a shoulder to cry on will. Giving money 
isn’t going to help the women whose husband has just walked out on her for someone else. Giving time and 
understanding will. Giving money isn’t going help the child who’s just failed one of their exams at school. Giving 
them encouragement to keep going will. 
 
Loved ones I feel blessed when I receive encouraging emails and text messages but not nearly as blessed as I feel 
when I send an encouraging email or text message and receive a reply back saying ‘God bless and thank you for 
thinking about me’. 
 
It’s more blessed to give than to receive because genuine faith has learned to trust that God will meet all my needs. 
It’s more blessed to give than to receive because genuine faith has learned to put other people first. It’s more blessed 
to give than to receive because genuine faith has learned that giving really does bring happiness into someone else’s 
life. It’s more blessed to give than to receive because genuine faith has learned that when you give, you’re giving on 
behalf of God. 
 
Proverbs 21:25-26 “The sluggard's craving will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work. All day long 
he craves for more, but the righteous give without sparing. Paul gave everything he had to bless others, and so loved 
ones let me encourage you to think about who and what you can give to someone this week. Whether it is time, 
money, food or a shoulder to cry on, let’s give.          
 


