“Who are you?” (31)

| heard about a man who was sitting on a park beren a little boy of about five sat down beside laind started
talking about what appeared to be a most prizedgssson, a watch. The man said to the bidy, what a pretty watch,"
"Does it tell you the time?" "No sirféplied the boy;you’ve got to look at it."

And | guess the point of the story is that Godl#htis everywhere, but you must look for it andt,ab see it. And when
it comes to the Holy Spirit and identifying if argen possesses Him or not, apart from the FruteSpirit there is no
physical way of knowing. And so what Luke recoré@stin Acts 19 is Paul asking that very questialo, you posses the
Holy Spirit?

Acts 19:1+2 “While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul kathe road through the interior and arrived at Epise There he
found some disciples and asked them, "Did you vecie Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answletdlo, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."

Luke tells us that from Corinth, Paul went onto &gins where he met a group of disciples and aslked ifithey had
received the Holy Spirit. Now remember from lastdithat Apollos knew a lot about the Scripturestaught about
Jesus but he hadn’t been taught about this nevisbafir the forgiveness of sins. And so Priscilta @quila took him
to their home and taught him the way of the Lordendearly. And here in Ephesus we find some peaple had been
taught by Apollos prior to the time he had beemtdauhe way of the Lord more perfectly.

Now Luke calls them disciples of Christ simply besa Apollos‘taught about Jesus accurately, though he knewtbely
baptism of John,according toActs 18:25And so Paul asked them if they have received tHg Spirit and they
answered by saying they did not even know thereandsly Spirit.

So Paul goes ahead and asks another questiartdrnl9:3+4 “Then what baptism did you receive®hid's baptism,"
they replied. Paul said, "John's baptism was adrapif repentance. He told the people to beliewaenone coming after
him, that is, in Jesus."

You see loved ones a failure to know about anydajithe Holy Spirit whatsoever would truly pointtauflaw in the
instructions they had received, so Paul asketh what then were you baptizedPaul had to ask that question becaus
they having been baptized in John’s baptism wooltdhave presented a problem when that baptism alasprior to the
death of the Lord. But remember, John told peaplepent, be baptized, and believe on the Christwbuld follow

him. And as we all know Jesus did come, He died, waied, and then resurrected.

But before He ascended back to heaven He cleanyrmanded everyone iark 16:16+17, “Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not beligil be condemned And in Acts 2we see people being obedient t
those commandécts 2:38 “Peter replied, "Repent and be baptiegdry one of you, in the name of Jesus Christfer t
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive ti# of the Holy Spirit.”In other words, for those who would be
Christians, belief in Jesus woutdme beforave have repented and been baptised under theréytbicHis name for the
remission of sins.

It's amazing when you speak to some people todaytataptism. They will gladly tell you that they reebaptised or
Christened as a child thinking that, that baptisiheir ticket into heaven. | know of some religg@roups who only
baptise in Jesus Name and nottire Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spias’ Jesus commandedhitatthew 28:19

Now loved ones, what people need to remember ighikee are not many baptisms for a person to vedeibe saved,
the Bible only knows of one. Paul reminds us of flact inEphesians 4:4-6 “There is one body and one Spist-as you
were called to one hope when you were called- ad,lone faith, one baptism; one God and Fathalofvho is over
all and through all and in all.”

People need to ask themselves was their baptienarté baptism which Paul speaks of here.
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Because if it's not, they need to do what theselgedid next inActs 19:5-7 “On hearing this, they were baptized the
name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hamtlsem, the Holy Spirit came on them, and theykspo tongues
and prophesied. There were about twelve men in all.

Luke tells that these disciples were re-baptizedeuthe authority of Christ. And so the apostlelBaen laid his hands
on the twelve of them and they received miracutgitis of the Holy Spirit which enabled them to sp@&alanguages
they had never studied and they proclaimed Godls wi

My point is that not all baptisms are scripturdieTChristenings or baptizing of a child is very plap in today’s society.
But the problem with that is that a child doesrdtl personal faith. Jesus sayd/ark 16:16 “Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not beligill be condemned.”

If someone was baptized as a child they didn’t maueh say in the matter and even though their paureay be sincere
in their thinking. The child when grown up is abdepossess personal faith, and is able to decidémselves, and ther
they need to submit to Christ and be baptized ayauo see a person cannot be baptized without irsimebecause
when you think about it the wofbaptise’means toimmerse’. True baptism reflects a person’s understandiagtths
ordinance pictures the burial and resurrectiorestid Christ.

Romans 6:3-4 “Or don't you know that all of us wiere baptized into Christ Jesus were baptizedhrsaeath? We
were therefore buried with him through baptism idé@th in order that, just as Christ was raiseah fitoe dead through
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new.life

Colossians 2:12 “Having been buried with him intsp and raised with him through your faith in fheewver of God,
who raised him from the deadr other words the sinner is buried in and raisechfwater, just as the Lord was buried
and then raised from the dead.

There are also some people who are baptized witlepenhtance. You know if a person was baptizedowitigenuine
repentance, then such a method similarly was usblesause you have to question the motive of theopis actions.
You also can’t have a baptism without faith. Ifexrspn is baptized without a sound faith basisy thiteial would be of no
avail. Some religious groups feel for example flemus was a good man but they deny that ChristdsiitGthe flesh and
yet, for various other reasons, they desire baptgmloved ones, no baptism grounded upon suduaterfeit faith
could be accounted as a genuine baptism.

And finally we have those who are baptized withay purpose. If a person has submitted to baptsredme purpose
other than that which is supplied in the Bible tireneality they have not obeyed the Lord. Baptismever defined as

“an outward sign of an inward gracas some like to say. Baptism is not a mere reptasen of redemption for those

already received.

We've already seen the purpose for baptisrdts 2:38 for the forgiveness of sins. Or as Luke tellsru&cts 22:16 to
have sins washed away. Baptism accordingdmans 6:3+andGalatians 3:26+2places a persdimto Christ” or into
his “body” according tdl Corinthians 12:1.3And loved ones it is at this point that a persosaved according tdark
16:16andl1 Peter 3:21

When you think about it loved ones a person’s stdo valuable, the plan is too simple, and tmeegy too easy to
access, for a person‘tgamble,” hoping that a formeéiaptism” will be alright. If there is any question in a pen’s
mind regarding a previoubsaptism,” they should be safe and do it right. Now | knom preaching mostly to the
converted but loved ones there’s a whole lot ofpteout there who think they are right with God &ese of a baptism
which wasn’t Biblical.

And so after re-baptising the twelve men and passinthe miraculous gifts of the Spirit Paul leatresm and goes into
synagogueActs 19:8-10 “Paul entered the synagogue and spokHy there for three months, arguing persuasively
about the kingdom of God. But some of them becabstimate; they refused to believe and publicly gredd the Way.
So Paul left them. He took the disciples with hima &ad discussions daily in the lecture hall ofafyrus. This went on
for two years, so that all the Jews and Greekslwkd in the province of Asia heard the word of therd.”
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Luke tells us that Paul entered into the synagdgibeIdly teach the Jews about the gospel. Now nalee back inActs
18:19-21Paul had already taught in this synagogue in Eghasd had been urged to teach further. But hédethe
feast in Jerusalem and he promised to return awih tsome more if it was God's will. And so whatsee here is that it
was God’s will for him to return and teach some end@ut on this occasion, he reasoned with thenthf@e months and
persuaded them about matters concerning the kingdd@wod. And as usual we have those who will listed those who
won't.

You see loved ones it's all about free will. Godhag going to make a person belieleHolman Hunt'famous picture of
"Christ the Light of the Worldthere is no latch of the door outside. The Clstighds knocking, waiting to be admitted,
but the ivy- adorned door must open from the indf#®ple need to realise that our Lord never desth@ysvill, but
sweetly inclines us, makes us willing in the dayos power.

It is always"Whosoever wishesRevelation 22:17 “The Spirit and the bride say, rf@d" And let him who hears say,
"Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and wheewishes, let him take the free gift of the watklife.” It is always
"You refuse'that secures or loses us salvatibwhn 5:40 “Yet you refuse to come to me to hawe"lif

When Jesus was heading towards Jerusalem he laaksdosays iviatthew 23:37, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you whe
kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, diten | have longed to gather your children togetae a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, but you were not wgllifts not that God is not willing, it's because peopte not willing.

And these Jews who Paul is preaching to are thesane. Some of them became hardhearted and cjjasstahe way
of salvation and so Paul withdrew with the disaiftie continue teaching in the school of Tyrannuwd fhat is where he
continued to instruct anyone who would listen aber space of some two years.

You know one of the blessings about teaching aBtiitesh Bible School is that you get to teach safnom all over the
world. At the moment we have saints from Burma saidts from Albania. But the Bible school has besathing
students from all over the world for many years raosl so because of that teaching the studentsratwreed home and
blessed others with the things they have been taugh

Now what we are doing at Bible school is very samtb what Paul was doing. Because the effectaof$teaching
radiated out throughout all of Asia. And so, Pabbvinad previously been forbidden to preach in Asa got to see
much fruit born for God in that region. In fact, nyebelieve his teaching helped to establish thesehurches to whom
Christ wrote in thé3ook of Revelation 2+3

But even though Paul was a great preacher of thid wfdGod, He always remembered whose Name ho&lpdiver.
The Name of Jesus. And what Luke records nexpmsveerful lesson which we must never forgetts 19:11-16 “God
did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so thatnelvandkerchiefs and aprons that had touched hime taken to the
sick, and their illnesses were cured and the eiilts left them. Some Jews who went around drivoagevil spirits tried
to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over thosewdre demon-possessed. They would say, "In the wadesus,
whom Paul preaches, | command you to come outissuns of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were dbisg[One day]
the evil spirit answered them, "Jesus | know, akdow about Paul, but who are you?" Then the man ndd the evil
spirit jJumped on them and overpowered them allgiiee them such a beating that they ran out of tlusdinaked and
bleeding.”

Luke says that God caused some great miracleswmbe=d through Paul. Even to the point where @eadfecloth, like a
handkerchief or apron, which had touched his badiictcbe placed on the body of the sick and diseasesil spirits
went out. And Luke says that there were some wamgldewish exorcists, who apparently had previobskn
unsuccessful in casting out demons, tried to cigetan the power of God they had seen at workuginoPaul.
Particularly, the seven sons of Sceva who attenptedst out an evil spirit by calling on the namidesus’ whom Paul
preached.

And so the spirit recognized both Jesus and Palihaked;who are you?’And then the spirit caused the possessed m
to leap on, overpower and strip them, so that taayaway wounded and naked. And that’'s a poweziddn we can
learn right there loved ones.
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Your name cannot save anyone. Your name doesglttén people or demons. But make no mistake abtautdd ones
all hell is terribly afraid of Jesus Name. And thditecause your name hasn’t been exalted, JesuseMas. Your name
isn’t above all other names, Jesus’ Name is. Pearpl@ot going to bow down when they see you, loey will bow
down to Jesus. People are not going to confessname before the Father, but they will confesssid¢éame before
Him.

Philippians 2:9-11 “Therefore God exalted him te thghest place and gave him the name that is adeg name, that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, irelmesavd on earth and under the earth, and everyéoranfess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fathe

But there is another important point we need teerdiere. The use of Jesus Name in our prayersuarvdoods are not
some magic formula which God acts upon. It's netttame’ of Jesus that works in a mechanical way over tvesps.
The name is not th&ey' of some sort. If we are channels of His powes ot because we know of His Name but
because we know Him and more importantly we arevknioy Him. There are many religious people whorltiey
drive our demons in Jesus Name but there is a@mbApart from the fact that most of them needgaabidience and
everything is glorified except God.

| heard of one young boy who was supposed to bedgrassessed and the entire church came arount lurive the
demon out. They almost beat the young boy to dé@ting out this so-called demon and they did if@sus Namedesus
says inJohn 10:27, “My sheep listen to my voice; | knowrh and they follow me The problem that many people will
have is that they only know the Name of Jesus; tlweyt know Jesus as a person.

All they are interested in is the power and notréflationshipMatthew 7:22+23 “Many will say to me on that dérd,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in yoame drive out demons and perform many miracldssh | will tell
them plainly, 'l never knew you. Away from me, yexildoers!”

Now why didn’t Jesus know thenWell if we keep the text in its context we will firthe answeviatthew 7:21 "Not
everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord," will entex kingdom of heaven, but only he who does theofithy Father who
is in heaven.”

A young man went into a church and started prayfegwas so anxious to find God's will for his lifeat he took a piece
of paper and wrote down all the things that he gasg to do for God. Then he started to pray thad @&ight reveal to
him whether these promises were acceptable to Him.

This is not the way God wants us to find His wAlll He wants of us is for us to sign our name ia ttamb’s Book of life

and leave the paper blank for Him to fill. The espirit knew Jesus and knew about Paul who wasviatig the example

of Jesus in doing the will of the Father in heav@umt we must never forget that we are in a worltinaf forces, good and
evil.

Someone once said to me that churches are natfffpople because people don’t believe in heawésil the truth the
matter is the churches are not full of people bsedhey don’t believe in the hell. The world hasated a gospel of love,
peace, joy, and prosperity but left out things liedl and damnation and the consequences of dlsthlffe.

An American missionary took one of his convertghi@ woods, and after some conversation asked'fiiafi, ne what
your heart says of Jesu3he Native American stood still, paused awhilel #ren replied;Stop, and | will show you."
Stooping down, he gathered some dry leaves inbzle cin the middle of which he left an open spa®d dropped a
worm into it: he then set fire to the leaves. Tlaenkes quickly ran round them, and the poor indegjnning to feel the
heat, writhed and wriggled about in all directiosseking in vain some way of escape from the totr#drast,
exhausted with its fruitless efforts, it sank motess. The native stretched out his hand, liftethepvorm, and laid it on
the cool ground, beyond the reach of its placeuf@ite."This Jesus did for megaid the nativéiand this is what my
heart tells me | owe to him."

So let me finish by asking yowho are you? Are you a person who needs to bedeapéigain for the right reasons? Are
you a person who knows Jesus’ Name but doesnlyleabw Jesus and doesn’t really know what His ga@ounds like?
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Whose will are you really doing? You’re own, thdlwf the preacher or the will of our Father in liea? What is your
heart telling you todaylet me encourage you to seriously think about tlyesstions, because | don’t want you to go

through your religious life thinking that God isigg save you from the fires of Hell where the demxdan’t even know
your name.

But more importantly where Jesus doesn’t even kyowvat all.



