“Sincere but sincerely wrong.” (30)

We left Paul in Corinth the last time we were togetAad we saw that whatever Corinth was like, Paul tsesbly
afraid of going there and preaching. And so God showed aipigion and assured Paul that everything was going tc
fine but he needs to stop being afraid. And so with thengefrom God, Paul continued preaching in Corinth but as
we are about to read, his trials are far from over.

There was a policeman in a police helicopter whotegat speeding motorist on the M6 and so he radioed low/fell
officer on the ground. His friend eventually caught theedpgy car and begun to fill out the forms in order to tiirvee
man for speeding. The car driver askadyv on earth did you know | was speedint#® police man didn’t say
anything but pointed to the sky. The driver just moaneldsamd, Aw, you mean even He's turned against me too’.

Now if there was ever a saint who thought that everyeaeturning against him, it would have been the apBsilé
We've already read about all the trials and tribulatibe went through and what Luke tells us nextdrs 1§ should
not come as a surprise to Bsts 18:12-18 “While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, fleevs made a united attack on
Paul and brought him into court.” This man," they charfjegersuading the people to worship God in ways contrar
to the law." Just as Paul was about to speak, Galticsahe Jews, "If you Jews were making a complaint tadmmue
misdemeanour or serious crime, it would be reasonabieddo listen to you. But since it involves questions aibou
words and names and your own law-settle the mattesgivess. | will not be a judge of such things." So he hadht
ejected from the court. Then they all turned on Sw&h the synagogue ruler and beat him in front of the. dwir
Gallio showed no concern whatever. Paul stayed on imt@idor some time. Then he left the brothers aneédddr
Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before hiedahne had his hair cut off at Cenchrea because/oivehe
had taken.”

Luke tells us that the Jews brought Paul to the judgmenbstate Gallio when he was proconsul of Achaia. Ang the
accused Paul of preaching contrary to Moses' law, bllio@rove them out without trying the case becadel not
have anything to do with Roman law. And so some of tleekar seized Sosthenes, the new ruler of the synagaogle,
beat him up before Gallio's judgment seat without tbegmsul taking any notice. But despite all those beatings
difficult times for Paul he continued to work in Corintdr some time before leaving the brethren and sailin§yoa
with Priscilla and Aquila.

You see loved ones like we said last time fear daeaiple of things to a person. It can leave you powesledsilent
but if you trust God that fear will be driven from youinthbecause you know that God won't allow anything to happ
that you can't handle. Now Luke also tells us that Paul éoadw in Cenchrea and had his hair cut off.

Why?Well it probably relates to a form of what the Bib&ls the Nazirite vow as we find it Mumbers 6:1-21Now
this vow was practiced among the early Christians agickwgoing to read about it againfats 21when we get there.
But why did Paul take this vow and shave his ha&léf it was offered in gratefulness for deliverancerfrdanger.

Now remember that Paul was afraid, terribly afraid aaklinActs 18:9+10 Luke tells us thdtOne night the Lord
spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on spgalim not be silent. For | am with you, and no one is going
to attack and harm you, because | have many peoplesiaityi' Now Paul trusted God to be with him and when God
delivered him from all the events of Corinth, Paul westeful. And he expressed that gratefulness to God kingna
vow which consisted of shaving off his hair.

Now should we be practicing this vow todaeIl what we need to understand is that Paul's expres$iois gratitude
to God was done in a way in which was culturally acdgptfor him. So in that sense we shouldn’t practice t
expression of gratefulness but we should be a thankfplgaddm not saying that we should go out and shave outshe
but what we should be doing is expressing our gratefutngssd every time He delivers us from danger.

Now | don’t know about you but I like to keep little remb@rs of places | have been too, | like to take photos of @éor
have met and events which | have been apart of. Aaxy @w and then | will take them out and remember good
that time was. But let me ask yalg you keep things which remind you of bad timelsybe your husband or wife
walked out on you for another man or woman and you judtloaar to look at the old photos because it brings back
much hurt. Maybe you don't like the police becausegma family member had been falsely accused for songgthi
you didn’t do and every time you see them it brings lmaeknories of all those false accusations.
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Nobody likes to remember the bad things which happenginlives because it brings back so much pain and
anxiety. But when God delivered His people out of thedkaf the Egyptians that is exactly what He wantechtto
remember. Now remember that the Passover wastirstiuced during the Israelites slavery in Egypt. It thagenth
plague which involved the death of the first-born Egyptlaoth men and cattle, which also included Pharaoh’s very
own son. And according texodus 12a year-old male lamb or goat, without blemish wastel&in on the 14th day of
the first month of the Hebrew religious yedretween the eveningsiccording td=xodus 12:6

Now according taJosephu#n the first century the lamb was killed betw&eand 5 p.m. Exodus 12:4élls us that
none of its bones was to be broken. The blood was$mbared on the doorposts and lintel of every Isrdeliee,
and the Lord promised iaxodus 12:13, “When | see the blood, | will pass over yNow God never wanted His
people to forget those days of torture and slavery.

In fact He says to His peoplefiixodus 12:24-27 "Obey these instructions as a lasting oodirfanyou and your

descendants. When you enter the land that the Lordiwdlyou as he promised, observe this ceremony. Arhwh
your children ask you, "What does this ceremony negou?' then tell them, "It is the Passover saertiicthe Lord,
who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egygpspared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’

Yes the Passover was to remind them of their delicerilom Egypt but it was also a reminder of a painful orgm
which most of them would gladly try to forget. God delivettaein but every time they partook of the Passover
celebrations they expressed their gratitude for tHatedance.

And when we turn our attentions to the New Testanmveafyegin to understand that the Passover lamb was aefitoph
picture of the Lord Jesus and his atoning death. Thie@awvas introduced by John the Baptisetths lamb of God”

in John 1:29Paul stated thabur Passovertamb is Christ il Corinthians 5:7And we know fronil Peter 1:1@&nd1
Peter 2:22hat Jesus wasvithout blemish, in other words without sin.

John tells us idohn 19:31-33hat during the crucifixion not one of Jesus’ bonesbvaken. And according to
Matthew 27:46Jesus died at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. And his blaaxhime an offering for sin accordingRomans
3:25 But His blood wasn't just shed for the chosen few & galaed for everyone who accepts it by obedience twilhis
according tdHebrews 5:9And it’s that very same blood in which we are cledr®sehis blood according téebrews
9:14. But that only happens when we receive the good neavsubmit to Him in the waters of baptism according to
Ephesians 5:26

Now | went through all that to say this, God wants ugteember bad times. He wants us to remember what ke we
through on Calvary for us. He wants us to open up the Bildldba reminded of why He had to die in the first place.
wants us to remember it is because of our sin which bigedim go to the cross. That’s why we celebrate the $ord’
Supper every week; He wants us never to forget the pdiagony and the suffering He went through for us.

And just like Paul did when He took that vow and expressegratitude to God for delivering from the murderous
hands in Corinth. We too should be partaking of the Lord’s Sugygey week as a way of showing our gratitude to
God for delivering us from our sin. Paul knew what he takimg about when he wrote @plossians 1:13-14 “For he
has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brougtouke kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

The King James Version saysyho hath delivered us from the power of darkness, aild thanslated us into the
kingdom of his dear SonWe've all been delivered, we’ve all been rescued,sandaul after showing his gratitude to
God Paul moves away from Corinth and returns to Ahtioc

Acts 18:19-23 “They arrived at Ephesus, where PauPledtilla and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogne
reasoned with the Jews. When they asked him to spereltime with them, he declined. But as he left, loesed, "I
will come back if it is God's will." Then he set sadm Ephesus. When he landed at Caesarea, he wend gpeeted
the church and then went down to Antioch. After spepdaome time in Antioch, Paul set out from there azakelted
from place to place throughout the region of Galatia amggith strengthening all the disciples.”

It seems from our text that Paul spent a short tireaghing in the synagogue in Ephesus. And he promisetlito ie
it was God's will and so left Priscilla and Aquila andeshibn to Caesarea. He made a quick trip to Jerusalem and tl
went to Antioch and after some time, he went onrengthen the churches in Galatia and Phrygia.
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Now let me say a few words about Paul's choice of whedls.\Walter Knighttold of an old Scottish woman who went
from home to home across the countryside selling thirdthns, and shoestrings. When she came to an unmarked
crossroad, she would toss a stick into the air and geiditbction the stick pointed when it landed. One Hawever,
she was seen tossing the stick up several tifiidsy do you toss the stick more than oncs@heone asked.
"Because,'teplied the womarijt keeps pointing to the left, and | want to take t&d on the right.She then dutifully
kept throwing the stick into the air until it pointed thay she wanted to go!

You see loved ones when Paul said to the Ephesiaiss God’s will | will return”; he understood who was directing
His life. Too many times | hear Christians making ctians for themselves in life because that is the tvay are
determined to go. Too many times | hear Christians makargs plithout even considering if this is God’s will foemn
or not.

Jesus tells a parable about that attitudeuike 12:16-2Iwhere He saysThe ground of a certain rich man produced a
good crop. He thought to himself, "What shall | do? lehaw place to store my crops.' "Then he said, This i Miha
do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, aedet| will store all my grain and my goods. And I'll say t
myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for maagng. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." “Bod

said to him, “You fool! This very night your life wilehdemanded from you. Then who will get what you have pedpa
for yourself?' "This is how it will be with anyomého stores up things for himself but is not rich towardl GNow in

this parable Jesus is teaching about the importanaang bich towards God. But He is also teaching aboutidngers
of making plans without God.

James tells us basically the same thing ovéaines 4:13-1where he saysNow listen, you who say, "Today or
tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a yearg¢hearry on business and make money." Why, you do nat ev
know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? Yoe a mist that appears for a little while and thensrsas.
Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, wél live and do this or that.”

Love ones all the future plans we have as a congpegall the personal future plans you may have founife.
Every decision, big or small we make, needs to be matehatquestion]f this God’s will?” Because like Paul we
need to remind ourselves of whom exactly it is, thdfriscting our lives.

Are we going to throw sticks in the air until we get wéhete want to go®@r are we prayerfully going to allow God to
guide us and just accept the fact that God may not waatgesin that direction. Everything we do as Christisimsuld
be directed by the will of God.

So Paul is off encouraging the churches elsewhere butdagseon and introduces us to a man named Apaiids.
18:24-28 “Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of &felia, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a
thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been instrurctbd way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervou
and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knewhenbaptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, theyaduitim to their home and explained to him the way of Goc
more adequately. When Apollos wanted to go to Achaighrbtters encouraged him and wrote to the disciples tiher
welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to thdsehy grace had believed. For he vigorously refuted the Jev
in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that JesggheaChrist. “

Luke tells us that at Ephesus, an Alexandrian Jew namekbgdpoho was an eloquent speaker, began to preach ab
Jesus. And he tells us that Apollos was knowledgeableeisdriptures and very accurate in his teachings absug.Je
But and this is important, Luke says that Apollog/dmlew about John's baptism. Now we’re going to sayvanerds
about this in a moment but meanwhile Apollos begaotdly preach in the synagogue.

And apparently, Priscilla and Aquila heard him thereracdgnized his inadequate understanding of baptism, so the
took him aside privately to more fully instruct him ietivays of the Lord. Apollos then decided to go into Achai
the brethren wrote him a letter of recommendatiord Bmvas in Achaia, that he was able to give greastasee to the
brethren through using powerful arguments from God's wordotw Shsus was the Christ.

Now Apollos serves as a good example of a preacloeteacher of the Word of God who means well and is very
sincere but has it wrong. lcts 18: 25Luke says thatHe had been instructed in the way of the Lord, amdoke
with great fervour and taught about Jesus accurakelygh he knew only the baptism of JoHBut when Apollos
travelled to Ephesus, and began speakingily in the synagogue Aquila and Priscilla heard him and realized that h
still was advocating the baptism of John the Bapsst looked forward to the coming of Christ.
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Now obviously Aquila and Priscilla knew that John'stisp no longer was valid because it has been supplantée by
baptism commemorating Christ’s death and burial. Afesllos was sincere, but he was sincerely wrongt'$ lwehy
Aquila and Priscilldinvited him to their home and explained to him the wagod more adequatelyAnd when his
error was pointed out, he corrected it and subsequsotitjnued with his preaching and teaching about Christ,
apparently with much success, since, upon his arrivatiiaia.

Loved ones Apollos was a good teacher but neverthdlegaught error. When he was shown his mistakessepsed
an attitude of humility, and a love for the Truthatthaused him to make the necessary correction. And that
wonderful example for all who would be teachers of God’s WBedause many of us who teach have found ourselv
in a similar situation to that of Apollos. In ounsere attempt to spread the Gospel or defend theaath,
unintentionally made a mistake, and taught error. Whemaiake was made known to us, we corrected it, learned
from it, and determined not to repeat it.

Now does the fact that we taught an error necessaaikg s a false teachd¥® | don’t believe it doesAs one writer
says,‘a person receives a label when a certain behaviecorhes characteristic of him. A preacher, for examplone
who preaches; a teacher is one who teaches; a crismom@e who commits crime. But not everyone who as e
delivered a sermon deserves to be called a preach@yerypne who has ever violated a traffic law desetode
called a criminal. Regardless of its content, a labelld be reserved for those distinguished by the corrésygpn
behaviour.”

Apollos wasn't a false teacher because when he @afigis mistake he changed his teachings accordingly. An
although the text doesn't tell us about his baptism itas€ we know it must have happened because Luke tells us
about another group of people in Ephesus who had only egcdbhn’s baptism in the very next chapter.

Luke tells us iMcts 19:1-5 “While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took tbad through the interior and arrived at
Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked thenydDidceive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They
answered, "No, we have not even heard that therela@yaSpirit." So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you
receive?" "John's baptism," they replied. Paul sa@hr'd baptism was a baptism of repentance. He telgetiple to
believe in the one coming after him, that is, iru3esOn hearing this, they were baptized into theenafithe Lord
Jesus.”

Now I’'m not going to say too much about this text becavesavill deal with it next time. But just before we 8hil

want to ask youf you came to the realization that you believed thengrthing for many years, what would you do?
Because it takes courage to do what Apollos did but lomed b could be the most courageous decision you're ever
made in your life.

Now | don’t want to frighten people but people’s soulsgariag to be lost forever because they were sincefrein t
beliefs but sincerely wrong. The apostle Paul sincdreligved that killing Christians was God'’s will, butwas
sincerely wrong.

When | was younger | sincerely believed that God woulé@aeveryone into heaven as long as they were goaak | w
sincerely wrong. There are some who sincerely teach saved always saved, they are sincerely wromge $&ach
that just faith in God is all you need to please Gddagain they are sincerely wrong.

Loved ones there is no excuse today for not knowing whatsGatl’is for people. It's very simple, Peter tellsing
Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promisepagesinderstand slowness. He is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repanta

God wants everyone to be saved, that's His wilbfbof mankind. But we need to be doubly sure about wieat
believe about God and His will for our lives by readiis word for ourselves. Let me challenge you today to éoubl
check with the Scriptures about what you believe bge#’s one thing being sincere but another to be glycarong.



