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“There’s something you need to know.” (3) 
 
There was a young man who was opening a new branch office of his business and a friend wanted to encourage him, 
so he sent a floral arrangement for the grand opening. Later that day the friend went by the opening to see how things 
were going and was rather appalled to find that his wreath bore the inscription 'rest in peace'. Rather upset, he went 
by the florist to complain, and after apologising, the florist said: 'Well, look at it this way, somewhere a man is buried 
under a wreath that says, ‘Good luck in your new location!' 
 
How would your thoughts turn if you knew that you were about to die? What would be your philosophy of living and 
dying, that you would pass on to your loved ones if you only had a little time and just had a few words to say? 
 
You see when a person faces impending death; their mind usually turns to thinking about the things which are most 
important to them. Jesus when He knew his death was coming up thought about things which were important to Him. 
John 17:20+21 “My prayer is not for them only, but for all who will have faith in me through their word; May they 
all be one! Even as you, Father, are in me and I am in you, so let them be in us, so that all men may come to have 
faith that you sent me.” Jesus says that unity amongst believers was important to Him. 
 
And what we’re going to see today, are the thoughts of Peter who knew his time of earth was coming to an end. We 
are going to see what was on his mind and of great importance before he dies. And the first thing Peter is going to do 
is remind them. 
 
2 Peter 1:12+13 “For this reason I will be ready at all times to keep your memory of these things awake, though you 
have the knowledge of them now and are well based in your present faith. And it seems right to me, as long as I am in 
this tent of flesh, to keep your minds awake by working on your memory.” 
 
Peter says listen guys I need to remind you of something and it wouldn’t be right if I didn’t remind you of this. In fact 
Peter says after he dies he’s going to remind them of something. 2 Peter 1:15 “And I will take every care so that you 
may have a clear memory of these things after my death.” 
 
So what is he talking about? What is on his mind which is so important that they should never forget? Well he is 
going to answer those questions later in the sermon but for now he wants his readers to be awake. 2 Peter 1:13 “And 
it seems right to me, as long as I am in this tent of flesh, to keep your minds awake by working on your memory.” 
 
Peter says keep your minds awake. Well what does that mean? Well simply put he is reminding them and reminded 
us that we need to be careful that we don’t become too casual with our service to God. You see loved ones; we can 
very easily walk away from God if we’re not constantly reminded about how we’re supposed to walk with our God. 
          
That’s one of the reasons we receive a prayer text message every day. It’s important as Christian we pray and it’s 
important that we’re reminded that we need to pray daily because our God longs to hear from us every day. And the 
more time you spend in prayer with your mind on God means less time thinking about worldly things. 
 
Another way we can prevent drifting away from God is by meeting together regularly for worship. Hebrews 
10:24+25 “And let us be moving one another at all times to love and good works; Not giving up our meetings, as is 
the way of some, but keeping one another strong in faith; and all the more because you see the day coming near”. 
 
We pray and sing songs, we hear a sermon and we give. We also partake of the Lord’s Supper why? Do this in 
remembrance of me. If we read our Bibles daily we will be constantly reminded of what’s important and this too will 
help us from drifting away from God. And so loved ones we need to realise that we’re all prone to forget what’s 
important in this life and that’s why it’s important to pray, study and worship together as much as possible. 
 
I think God is kind of like the doctor who says to his patient, "If I've told you once, I've told you a hundred times, I 
do not treat amnesia cases." How many times did God have to remind His people, ‘I am the God of your fathers 
Abraham Isaac and Jacob’? How many times did God have to remind His people that He was ‘the Lord their God 
who brought them out of Egypt’? How many times does God have to remind us of the things He has done in the past 
and will do in the future? How many times does God have to remind us about how to live a life which pleases Him? 
 
In the film Braveheart when William Wallace is speaking with the noblemen and reminded them of the oppression 
that the English were doing to their people.  



2 

He asks them ‘what will happen if they don’t fight and stop the oppression?’ And there was silence. And Wallace 
says ‘I will tell what will happen if you don’t stop the oppression, nothing’ 
 
Loved ones do we really appreciate the importance of being reminded, especially of things pertaining to the Christian 
life? Do you know what will happen if we stop praying? Nothing. Do you know what will happen if we stop reading 
our Bibles? Nothing. Do you know what will happen if we stop meeting together? Nothing. Nothing will happen 
loved ones because we would very quickly forget who we are and why we’re here. 
 
And our knowledge of God and our goal of heaven will become a distant memory. So Peter says never forget what 
I’m about to tell you. Now he hasn’t told us what is on his mind yet but we will get there in a moment. Now 
remember Peter is a dying man and he is looking at himself and doing a lot of thinking. And at the moment he is 
thinking about his body and his death. 
 
2 Peter 1:13+14 “And it seems right to me, as long as I am in this tent of flesh, to keep your minds awake by working 
on your memory; For I am conscious that in a short time I will have to put off this tent of flesh, as our Lord Jesus 
Christ has made clear to me.” 
 
Have you ever been camping? I love going camping until it rains, but you pack all your things and go to a camp site, 
spends hours trying to remember how to assemble a tent which you haven’t used in years. You have a great week’s 
holiday and return home. 
 
Now I say return home because that tent is not your permanent accommodation, it’s just an item you use for holidays, 
it’s temporary. You see Peter sees his body as a tent and he saw it as a temporary housing arrangement for his soul 
which continues after death. That’s why Jesus says in Matthew 10:28 “And have no fear of those who put to death 
the body, but are not able to put to death the soul. But have fear of him who has power to give soul and body to 
destruction in hell.” Now the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that the body itself is the soul but Peter would never agree 
to that doctrine. Peter would say, ‘no my body is just a tent, it’s just a temporary dwelling place for my soul within’. 
 
The apostle Paul would never agree with the Jehovah’s Witnesses, he would tell them what he wrote in 2 Corinthians 
5:1-8 “For we are conscious that if this our tent of flesh is taken down, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal, in heaven. For in this we are crying in weariness, greatly desiring to be clothed with our 
house from heaven: So that our spirits may not be unclothed. For truly, we who are in this tent do give out cries of 
weariness, for the weight of care which is on us; not because we are desiring to be free from the body, but so that we 
may have our new body, and death may be overcome by life. Now he who has made us for this very thing is God, 
who has given us the Spirit as a witness of what is to come. So, then, we are ever without fear, and though conscious 
that while we are in the body we are away from the Lord, (For we are walking by faith, not by seeing,) We are 
without fear, desiring to be free from the body, and to be with the Lord”. 
 
Paul would say, ‘no my body is just a tent, it’s just a temporary dwelling place for my soul within’. You see loved 
ones, we’re living in a world where people think that death is tragic and I guess it is if you’re outside of Christ. But 
the way a Christian looks at death is filled with hope; it’s not a fearful event but a natural one. 
 
When you think of the tiny caterpillar, it spends some of its life just crawling around the ground or on some trees or 
plants. Then the time comes when it has to go into its wardrobe which it spends ages building. And within that 
cocoon there is something incredible happening, it’s changing, it’s almost as if it’s changing its clothes and when the 
time is right, he begins the great escape and turns into a beautifully coloured butterfly. 
 
And loved ones that’s what Peter and Paul and we should understand about death. Peter says in 2 Peter 1:14 “For I 
am conscious that in a short time I will have to put off this tent of flesh, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to 
me.” Peter says death is just like putting off that tent, it’s of no use anymore. 
 
And he says you know what, I really don’t have any choice if I want to go to Jesus. He says I will have to put off this 
tent. And notice how he describes and tells us the difference between our soul and our body. When he is referring to 
his soul he uses the word ‘I’  and when he’s talking about his body, he used the words, ‘my tent’. And also notice how 
he describes his death in 2 Peter 1:15 “And I will take every care so that you may have a clear memory of these 
things after my death.” 
 
Now you may be wondering what do I mean? 
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Well when Peter uses the word death in this verse it’s actually the Greek word exodus. It is the same word used to 
describe Israel's exodus from Egyptian bondage. In other words Peter sees his death, not as the end but sees it as an 
exit from one world to another. He’s going to heaven; he’s going to the Promised Land. 
      
Jesus says in John 14:1-3 “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in God. Believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many homes. If it weren’t so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you.  If I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and will receive you to myself; that where I am, you may be there also.” 
 
Do you understand what Jesus is saying? He’s saying don’t stress about dying, it’s not that big a deal, it’s a natural 
event which will happen to us all. Jesus says ‘He is going’, but going where? Heaven, to prepare a place for you. 
Jesus is basically saying, I’m just going next door; I’m just leaving this room and entering another. And loved ones 
our fear of dying would be much less worrying when we finally understand that we’re just leaving this temporary 
world to enter an everlasting world. The very thought of dying scares the non-Christian but death is a beautifully 
natural and exciting thing for the Christian. 
 
Someone once said, ‘Death is not extinguishing the light from the Christian; it is putting out the lamp because the 
dawn has come’. Ask yourself, do you really want to live in this sinful planet forever? Do you really want to live here 
whilst your body gets older and slower and stops working properly? You’re going to heaven and you can’t take your 
bodies with you and I can’t wait to get to heaven and receive my new glorious body. 
 
Around 125 A.D., a Greek by the name of Aristeides wrote to one of his friends, trying to explain the extraordinary 
success of the new religion, Christianity. In his letter he said, "If any righteous man among the Christians passes from 
this world, they rejoice and offer thanks to God, and they accompany his body with songs and thanksgiving as if he 
were setting out from one place to another nearby." 
 
Loved ones Peter is a dying man and he’s trying to share with us his last thoughts which he thought we’re really 
important for Christians to know. What is he concerned about? Why does he say in 2 Peter 1:12 “I intend to keep on 
reminding you about these things, even though you already know them and are firmly established in the truth that you 
now have.” Why does he say in 2 Peter 1:15 “And I will make every effort to see that you will always remember 
these things after I am gone”.  
 
What are these things that Peter is so concerned about? The things that Peter is so concerned about reminded them 
about, is last week’s sermon. These things refer to what Peter had just described in previous verses. He’s talking 
about the importance of growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Peter is a dying man and he says, ‘guys I want to 
tell you something which is very important.’ 
 
And you can imagine everyone gathering round to read and hear the words of this wise servant and you can imagine 
them thinking, ‘what is he going to say’? And Peter says in 1 Peter 1:5-11 grow Christian grow. Know Christ on a 
personal level, live Christ and let people see Him in your lives, think like Christ and become like Christ. Out of all 
the things he could have said before he died, he wanted to remind them of what was most important. No wonder he 
ends his letter in 2 Peter 3:18 by reminding us again to “Continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus, the Messiah. Glory belongs to him both now and on that eternal day! Amen.”  
 
You know we have lots of priorities which are important to us in life. Our families, our character, our workplace, the 
church and worship etc. But loves ones growing individually as Christians needs to be high on our priority list, 
especially when we come to breathe our last words. 
 
Have you ever thought about some of the things we say around the time of death? What about when someone is 
dying? They say, "It doesn't look like they have got long to live." Let me share something with you loved ones. 
Nobody in this room has got long to live, everybody here is terminal. Do you know what I am? I am a dying man, 
talking to a room of dying people about the only person I know, that can give us life. None of us has got long to live. 
 
I mentioned the film Braveheart earlier and in a scene before fighting the English, Wallace delivers his famous 
speech. He says, ‘Sons of Scotland, I am William Wallace.’ And a young soldier cries out, ‘William Wallace is 7 feet 
tall’. And Wallace replies, ‘Yes, I've heard. Kills men by the hundreds, and if he were here he'd consume the English 
with fireballs from his eyes and bolts of lightning from his back side. I am William Wallace. And I see a whole army 
of my countrymen here in defiance of tyranny. You have come to fight as free men, and free men you are. What 
would you do without freedom? Will you fight?’ 
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And an old veteran soldier replies, ‘Fight? Against that? No, we will run; and we will live’. And Wallace says, ‘Aye, 
fight and you may die. Run and you'll live -- at least a while. And dying in your beds many years from now, would 
you be willing to trade all the days from this day to that, for one chance, just one chance to come back here and tell 
our enemies that they may take our lives, but they'll never take our freedom.’ 
 
You see loved ones, we may live for a few years God willing but before we can have a reason to die, we need to have 
a reason to live. But don’t let the thought of dying tomorrow steal your freedom and joy from living today. What are 
we going to say to our loved ones when it’s our time to depart from this earth? I know what the Apostle Paul would 
say, Paul would say Philippians 1:21, "To live is Christ and to die is gain." 
 
Peter says keep growing in the knowledge of Christ whilst you’re living and dying will be worth it. Now I understand 
that this is not the most exciting of sermons to listen to and I know it’s a difficult topic to preach about. But loved 
ones, when we preach about death we’re preaching about hope. 
 
And if you’re not a Christian this morning I hope and pray that you can see that for you to have this hope, you need 
to know Christ. Christ is the reason we’re here today, Christ is the reason why we pray and sing and devote our lives 
to God. In other words if you want a reason for your existence, then get to know Jesus. 
 
In Acts 16 when Paul and Silas were in Philippi, they ended up in a Philippian jail. And after a miracle from God 
they were free from their chains. Acts 16:27+28 says, “When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, 
he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a 
loud voice, “Don’t hurt yourself, because we are all here!”   
 
Do see what’s happened? The jailor’s role in life was to guard the prisoners and when he failed he was about to kill 
himself. But read on in Acts 16:29-33 “Calling for lights, the jailer rushed in and fell down trembling at the feet of 
Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe 
in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and your household.”  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him, 
along with all those who were in his house. At that hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he 
and all his family were baptized right away.” 
 
Do you see what happened now? Here is a man who was willing to kill himself because he had no other reason to live 
but Paul and Silas stopped him and gave him a reason to live and that reason is called Jesus Christ. Paul and Silas not 
only gave him a reason to live but also his family and with Jesus in your life there is always hope. And wouldn’t you 
want to be on your death bed to be able to give your loved ones words of hope not only for living but also for dying? 
 
A man is lying on his death bed and he says to his wife, ‘Debbie, when I got my calling papers to go to war, you 
signed up as a nurse so that you could be with me.’ ‘I got injured and you nursed me back to health.’ ‘We had three 
wonderful children together and when we got into debt, you stayed with me’. ‘A few years later I became gravely ill 
but you stood my side and helped me’. ‘And we have been together for 72 years now and Debbie?’ ‘Yes’ asked his 
wife. ‘I've been thinking about all that.’ ‘Yes dear’ she asks with tears in her eyes, he said, ‘Debbie, you’re a bad 
luck’. 
 
You know in this job there are times when you have to sit next to old aged Christians who are dying. 
And very often they will speak words of wisdom; they will speak about the meaning of life and death, things which 
are really important in life. And that’s because as they have grown spiritually in their Christian lives, they realise that 
their lives were short. They would often quote James 4:14 “What is your life like? For you are a puff of smoke that 
appears for a short time and then vanishes”. And as you sit there listening to them, you begin to realise that just being 
there listening to them is such a blessing. 
 
Imagine what it would have been like for those listening and reading Peter’s words before he passed on. Imagine 
what it would have been like to have been able to sit at his feet, and listen to his words of encouragement and 
warning. Imagine what it would have been like to have been able to receive counsel from one who knew our Lord 
intimately and served Him long and faithfully. 
 
Well loved ones, we don’t have to imagine because Peter has just spoken to us through God’s word. He fulfilled what 
he promised in 2 Peter 1:15 “And I will make every effort to see that you will always remember these things after I 
am gone”. There’s something you need to know loved ones, keep growing. 
 


