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“The baptism of the Holy Spirit” (3) 
 
We are continuing our study of the Book of Acts this morning and as we have already seen it’s all about Jesus Christ. 
And remember Luke is writing to inform us of the continuing work of Jesus Christ through His apostles. 
 
I read about the people who organize dinner parties and they were asked to organize one for the fiftieth birthday of 
the United Nations. They were faced with an almost impossible task: preparing a meal for sixty-five heads of state 
and their entourages that was fitting for a public figure and non-offensive to all cultures represented. This meant no 
shellfish, no pork, no beef, and no sauces that involved alcohol. It also meant no white flowers on the tables, because 
some Asian cultures associate white flowers with mourning.  
 
They could not afford for a public figure to take religious or cultural offense at an ingredient in a hors d'oeuvre. They 
couldn't take the chance that one dignitary might be served his wild-rice-and-wheat-berry pilaf before another and 
perceive it as an insult. The caterer had to make sure there were as many as three waiters for each of the sixty-one 
tables, so that every head of state could be served at exactly the same time. So, what did the caterer end up serving? 
Chicken. 
 
Now the reason I told that story is because I think it is important to set the stage again in our minds by keeping things 
in their proper context. The Jews celebrated many feasts. The feasts and festivals of the Jewish nation were scheduled 
at specific times in the annual calendar and they were both civil and religious in nature. Some marked the beginning 
or the end of the agricultural year, while others commemorated historic events in the life of the nation.  
 
All of the feasts were marked by thanksgiving and joyous feasting. But all feasts and festivals were a reminder for all 
the people of Israel to worship the Lord and give thanks to Him for what He had done for them as nation. The very 
first feast of the Jewish year was Passover. And according to Exodus 12:1+2, Passover was always on the “evening of 
the fourteenth day of the month of Abib, which was the first month.”  
 
And remember that the Passover was a celebration; it was to remind them of how God delivered them from the 
hand’s of the Egyptian slavery. Exodus 13:1-4 “The Lord said to Moses, "Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The 
first offspring of every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether man or animal." Then Moses said to the 
people, "Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because the Lord brought 
you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat nothing containing yeast. Today, in the month of Abib, you are leaving.” 
 
The second feast followed fifty days later. In the New Testament it is called Pentecost, and we see that’s the time they 
were all together in one place according to Acts 2. Acts 2:1 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together 
in one place.” 
 
If I was to say to you that I’m leaving to go on holiday but I will be back around Christmas, you would know exactly 
when I was due back wouldn’t you? Most people in the world know exactly when Christmas is whether they 
celebrate Christmas or not. It’s one of those dates that everyone knows about. 
 
Well to the Jew, whenever you mention Pentecost, they would know the exact date for this feast. Acts 20:16 “Paul 
had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach 
Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost.”  
 
But the feast of Pentecost also had other names in the Old Testament, in Exodus 34:22 it’s called ‘feasts of weeks.’ 
The Bible says in Deuteronomy 16:10 “Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the Lord your God by giving a freewill 
offering in proportion to the blessings the Lord your God has given you.” 
 
The Old Testament also calls it the 'feast of harvest' in Exodus 23:16. And finally in Numbers 28:26 it is referred to 
as the 'day of first-fruits' And when all the wheat and barley had been cut and gathered, God said back in 
Deuteronomy 16 where they were to celebrate. 
 
Deuteronomy 16:11 “Rejoice before the Lord your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name--you, 
your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, the Levites in your towns, and the aliens, the fatherless 
and the widows living among you.”  
 
The people were expected to assemble at the place of the altar and hold their celebration there.  
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Pentecost was a happy celebration of God's great provision. Freewill offerings were made with a special emphasis 
placed upon doing good for the Levites, strangers, orphans and widows according to Deuteronomy 16:10-14. But the 
point is that, that Pentecost was a time to rejoice in all the things that God had blessed His people with. It was a time 
of giving, but on this occasion as we are going to see God was going to give something else. 
 
Now remember that John the baptiser foretold that Jesus would baptise with the Holy Spirit. God told John in John 
1:33+34 that, “`The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit.' I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." In other words, no mere apostle could baptise someone 
with the Holy Spirit. It had to be the Son of God.  
 
And in Luke 24:49, Jesus also promised that “they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them”. And 
also remember, just before Jesus’ ascension to the throne in heaven, He told His apostles in Acts 1:4+5, “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."  
 
Now I just need to mention a really important point here loved ones. In contrast to the baptism of the great 
commission recorded in Matthew 28:19+20, which was a command, the baptism of the Holy Spirit was a promise. 
The apostles were promised the baptism of the Holy Spirit not everyone who was in Jerusalem. Acts 1:8 “But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  
 
And who are the ‘you’ mentioned there in verse 8? Now sometimes in your Bible when the word ‘you’ is mentioned 
it’s used in the plural sense, meaning more than one person. And if you read back in Acts 1:2 you will come to the 
conclusion that Luke has to be referring to the apostles.  
 
We also know that the "they" of Acts 2:1 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.” 
refers to the apostles because Acts 1:26 “Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the 
eleven apostles.” tells us Matthias was numbered with the eleven. This promise of the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
given by Jesus was given to the apostles. 
 
But why? Why was it just given to those guys and no one else? In what way was the Holy Spirit going to help them? 
We need to ask ourselves what role did the Holy Spirit play? Well, the Holy Spirit played a significant role in the 
fulfillment of the command to go into all the world.  
 
Now I don’t know about you but they say when you get older you forget things. I for one have a memory like a sieve. 
It takes me to remember what happened last week never mind years ago. Time and time again I ask Funmi things 
like, “where are the frozen chips?” or “Where are the towels kept?” and she will always reply, “Where they are 
always kept.” But I know I’m not alone. 
 
All the way through the history of the Bible we see people forgetting. That’s why God when He addresses His people 
He always says something like He said to Isaac in, Genesis 26:24, “"I am the God of your father Abraham.” When He 
was speaking to Moses at the burning bush, He said in Exodus 3:6, "I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob."  
 
And after He brought them out of Egypt, God reminds His people of what He did for them. When Moses came down 
from the mountain, He spoke on behalf of God and said in Exodus 20:2, "I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” And that theme runs right throughout the Old Testament. 
 
You see we all have bad memories sometimes and we often forget what God has done for each of us. That’s why 
when Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, He said in Luke 22:19, “Do this in remembrance of me." Well in a very 
similar sense the Holy Spirit was given to the apostles to remind the apostles about Jesus. Jesus said in John 14:26, 
“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind 
you of everything I have said to you.” So the Spirit’s role was to counsel them, teach them all things and remind them 
of everything Jesus said. 
 
Now did that time come? Is there any evidence that Jesus’ promise came true? Well yes there is. Acts 2:1-4 “When 
the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 
came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire 
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that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” 
 
The first physical evidence that the Promise had come was a sound like a rushing, mighty wind which filled the house 
in which the apostles were sitting. And the second piece of evidence was divided tongues which looked like fire 
appeared to them and sat on each of them. And finally, the third piece of evidence was each spoke in a language he 
had never studied. And loved ones, it was in these ways, the Holy Spirit's presence was made known.  
  
Now let me say something really important here about the first two pieces of evidence. Luke says that “A sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind and they saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them”. 
 
Now this is important because a lot of people believe today that they have had this experience. When writers in the 
Bible are trying to explain something which is almost unexplainable, they used words to help us understand what’s 
happening. 
 
Books like Ezekiel, Daniel and Revelation just to name a few are filled with language like this. In Ezekiel 1 when 
Ezekiel is trying to explain his vision from God, he says in verses 4+5, “I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out 
of the north-an immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light. The center of the fire looked 
like glowing metal, and in the fire was what looked like four living creatures. In appearance their form was that of 
a man.” Ezekiel says it looked like glowing metal, it wasn’t literally glowing metal. 
 
When Daniel is describing his vision in Daniel 7:5+6 "And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a 
bear. It was raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, `Get up and 
eat your fill of flesh!'  "After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like a leopard. 
And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule.” 
Daniel says it looked like a bear and another looked like a leopard, it wasn’t literally a bear and a leopard he saw. 
 
In John’s vision in Revelation 15:1+2 “I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven 
last plagues-last, because with them God's wrath is completed. And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with 
fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of 
his name. They held harps given them by God.” 
 
Now all these writer are trying there hardest to use human illustrations to describe their heavenly visions. But the 
point is that in Acts 2:2-4 when Luke talks about, “A sound like the blowing of a violent wind and they saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them”.  
 
He wasn’t literally talking about a violent wind; he wasn’t literally talking about tongues of fire. He doesn’t know 
and fully understand what’s happening and he’s trying his best to describe the events which are unfolding using the 
only language he knows. Human language. 
 
You can almost imagine Luke writing these accounts down and stopping to think about these events. I can imagine 
Luke thinking to himself, “How on earth am I going to describe the arrival of the Holy Spirit as Jesus promised!” 
And I can imagine him sitting down and thinking, “Well it was very load and it was very visible!” “I mean it was as 
loud as a hurricane, well almost, you know the sound that those things make!” “And I can’t really describe what I saw 
but it was bright and obscured shaped, almost like the shape of the human tongue!” 
 
Now anyone who claims that they have received Holy Spirit baptism in the way these apostles did today, need to 
seriously re-think what they are saying. The promise of Holy Spirit baptism was for the apostles, I know that what 
happened to Cornelius’s household Acts 10 is similar but we will deal with that when we get there. But for the 
moment I want for us to look at how the audience reacted to the Spirit’s arrival. 
  
Now remember that Moses instructed that all males be present for the feast of Pentecost, so it is no surprise to us 
when Luke informs us in Acts 2:5 “Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven.” There were many people around and Luke lists at least fifteen separate nations represented on the day of 
Pentecost.  
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Acts 2:9-11 “Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to 
Judaism); Cretans and Arabs-we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 
 
The commentator Coffon says, "The list of geographical names shows the diversity of the people to whom the 
apostles spoke, the provinces and locations mentioned lying in all directions from Jerusalem and representing a cross-
section of the languages spoken in the entire Roman Empire."  
 
The coming of the Holy Spirit was effectively confirmed by the witnesses who came together because of the sound 
like a rushing, mighty wind. And what happened next? Acts 2:4 “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”  
 
Now not only did the apostles hear and see something, so did the audience. The audience heard every man speak in 
the language in which he was born. Now again, some religious groups claim that when the Spirit comes upon you, 
you have to go and tell someone about it. The audience did not have to be told something unusual was happening. 
The apostles did not have to tell everyone that they had received, or gotten, as some say, the Spirit. Those from the 
fifteen nations mentioned by Luke heard them speaking in their own tongues, or languages.  
 
They also saw that which Christ poured out. Their surprise at what they heard and saw moved them to seek some 
possible explanations. Just like Luke struggled to describe what happened, those who witnessed the apostles speaking 
in different languages, couldn’t understand what was happening either. Acts 2:6+7 “When they heard this sound, a 
crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, 
they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?”  
 
You know if go to Russia and started to preach a sermon in Russian that would be amazing wouldn’t it? If I went to 
Germany and started to preach a sermon in German that would be even more amazing wouldn’t it? But not as 
amazing as the fact that I haven’t even studied or been taught Russian or German at any time in my life. 
 
When I attended the Bible School my friends taught me some sentences from their languages. If I were to say to you, 
“Jesus est mon Sauveur”, anyone from France would know that, that means “Jesus is my Saviour” in French. If I was 
to say, “Jesu ndiye ishe”, anyone from Zimbabwe would know that means “Jesus is Lord” in Shona. Now you might 
be amazed that I can speak a few lines in these languages, but I think you would be even more amazed if I told you 
that no one ever taught me those languages but as you know I was taught these lines. 
 
You see loved ones, the evidence of tongue speaking was one thing but the real miraculous gift about speaking in 
tongues is the fact that those who could speak in many different languages had never studied or even been taught 
these languages in their lives. Tongue speaking as some claim today is not some gobble gook language which no one 
can understand. Tongue speaking was the known languages which were spoken in the known world at that time. 
 
Acts 2:11 “Both Jews and converts to Judaism; Cretans and Arabs-we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our 
own tongues!" Now loved ones like I said earlier when we get to Acts 10 and Cornelius’ household we look into what 
the purpose of the supernatural gift of tongues in more detail. But let me say this for now, the gift of tongues served 
there purpose beginning in Acts 2 right up until the final person who was given this gift died in the early years of the 
church. 
 
We have no reason to believe and there is no Biblical evidence to support that this gift would still be used and needed 
today, as it has served its purpose. The Scriptures teach that the gift of “tongues” was to cease. When Paul speaks 
concerning love in 1 Corinthians 13, he says in verses 4-8, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; 
where there is knowledge, it will pass away.” 
 
In other words the gifts of supernatural prophecy, supernatural tongues and supernatural knowledge were never 
intended to last forever. And so with the completion of apostolic testimony and the completion of the Scriptures of 
truth, the complete written revelation of God in the form of the Book we call the Bible. Or as Jude tells us in Jude 3, 
“the faith once for all delivered to the saints.” There is no need for these gifts today because God hasn’t got anymore 
revelations to share with us. 
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He has revealed all of His will in His word. 2 Peter 1:3 “His divine power has given us everything we need for life 
and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.” 
 
Now something else which is interesting about those who profess to speak in tongues today reveals a sad 
inconsistency. Did you know that there are schools you can go to, to learn to speak in tongues? Some groups in their 
mission training schools, they must teach their missionaries to speak in the “tongues” of those nations they seek to 
evangelize.  And when you think about it, this practice demolishes their contention of being in possession of the 
miraculous gift of tongues, such as that displayed on the day of Pentecost. If they had the gift of tongues why would 
they need to be taught? 
 
Now just before we finish I want you to notice how the audience reacted. Acts 2:12+13 “Amazed and perplexed, they 
asked one another, "What does this mean?" Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much 
wine."  
 
Some people merely wondered at the meaning of the occurrences, while others said the apostles were drunk. But Peter 
in his sermon tells us why these things happened, if we allow the Bible to speak for itself, we will see very clearly why 
these things happened in Acts 2. 
 
Acts 2:14-16 “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of 
you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These men are not drunk, as you 
suppose. It's only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel.”  
 
You want proof that Jesus was who He said He was? Do you want proof that this is from God? Do you remember the 
prophet Joel? Do you want proof that God keeps His promises? Peter goes on to say a little later in Acts 2:33 “Exalted 
to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now 
see and hear.” 
 
Peter says what the audience saw and heard on Pentecost was proof that the promise of the Holy Spirit really had 
come and the apostles were witnesses to the fact. Luke did what every faithful Christian should do and that’s point 
people back to Jesus. Because you see loved ones Jesus is the only way back to the Father, you can’t save yourself, I 
can’t save you, and neither can your friends or family. 
 
Jesus Christ is the only One who can save. Like Peter is going to tell us later in Acts 4:12 when he’s speaking about 
Jesus Christ, he says, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved."  


