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‘The announcement of Jesus’ arrival.’ (3) 
 
We’ve come to the end of our mini sermon series concerning the events around Jesus’s birth and today we’re going to 
look at how the birth of Jesus was announced to the shepherds and the magi. And when I was putting this sermon 
together I couldn’t resist searching for some ideas about how people announce the arrival of their babies today, here 
are a few of my favourites. 
 
‘After nine months of construction, our little project is complete!’ 
‘We’d like to present our new miniature human.’ 
‘What happens in Vegas, doesn’t stay in Vegas.’ 
‘Announcing the fashionably late arrival of our daughter’. 
‘There’s a new sheriff in town! Here comes trouble!’ 
 
Jesus has just been born in a manger in Bethlehem and we pick up the story in Luke 2. Luke 2:8+9 “And there were 
shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.” 
 
The names of these shepherds are unknown, but how blessed they are about to be. And those shepherds were the 
perfect representatives of mankind because they didn’t live in big houses or in strong palaces. They lived in a field 
which reminds us that life on earth has its limitations and we only stay on Earth for a short time. 
 
Now notice they were watching their flock at night, which tells us that Jesus was born at night. But it also reminds us 
that the earth at this time was a place of darkness, it was dark because of man’s sin. But once again we see that when 
the angel of the Lord appeared they were terrified. But wouldn’t you be terrified is you saw one of God’s mighty 
messengers appearing above you? 
 
But notice Luke tells us that ‘the Lord’s glory shone around them’. Now what does the Lord’s glory look like? 
Exodus 24:15-17 “When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD settled on 
Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from 
within the cloud. To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain.” 
Moses says the Lord’s glory was in the form of a cloud and when the Israelites saw the Lord’s glory, they said, it 
looked like a consuming fire. 
 
At the mount of transfiguration, Matthew records in Matthew 17:5-7 “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud 
covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to 
him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. 
“Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 
 
You see loved ones whatever the Lord’s glory looks like, it was enough to make people tremble to their knees. And 
so these poor shepherds are understandably afraid and so the angel has to reassure them. Luke 2:10 “But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.” 
 
The angel is about to make one of the greatest announcements ever made in the history of mankind. The angel is 
proclaiming to these shepherds the very message which is later going to be proclaimed to the world. The coming of 
the Saviour of the world would be good news of great joy to all those who realise that they are captives of sin. In 
other words, the world has been waiting for this day ever since the fall of man in that garden back in Genesis 3:15. 
 
Now notice something important here, the good news announced by the angels was first announced to these 
shepherds who were Jewish. Luke who was a Gentile records the first announcement of Jesus’ birth, not to Gentiles, 
but to Jewish shepherds. Later in our sermon we will see that Matthew who was a Jew, introduced Jesus’ birth to the 
Jews through the message conveyed by a star. No wonder Isaiah says in Isaiah 55:8+9 “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  
 
And so the angel continues with his announcement and tells the shepherds in Luke 2:11 “Today in the town of David 
a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” In one verse this angel has just described Jesus, the Son 
of God in three very different ways. 
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They first describe Him as a Saviour. Jesus the sin-bearer, Jesus the Man who brings and offers salvation to all of 
mankind, Jesus who came to restore that fellowship with God and mankind which was lost in Eden. Secondly they 
describe Him as the Messiah, the Christ. Jesus the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy, the Shiloh, the Anointed 
One, the suffering Servant, and the long awaited Messiah. Jesus the lawful ruler of Israel, the promised Son of David 
who would usher in the great kingdom. 
 
Thirdly they describe Him as The Lord, not just any lord but The Lord. The Lord who is the head of His church and 
ruler of the universe, the Lord who has all authority, power and rule. The Lord to whom every knee will bow and 
confess His Name, the Lord of Lords who will reign and rule people’s lives. Jesus is the Saviour, the Messiah and the 
Lord and how blessed these shepherds were to be the first to hear this good news which would bring great joy to all 
people. 
 
Luke 2:12-14 “This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Suddenly a 
great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.”  
 
Just like Mary before them they didn’t ask for a sign but the angel is going to give them one. And please don’t make 
the mistake of thinking they were to look for a child who was wrapped in cloth because this was the way most new-
born children were clothed. The sign was this baby would be ‘lying in a manger’. And if the sight of one angel was 
terrifying enough, Luke tells us that out of nowhere, a whole host of heavenly hosts appeared above them. 
 
Now a host of angels is represented in the Old Testament as forming the bodyguard of Deity. Psalms 103:21 “Praise 
the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will.”  
 
Daniel 7:10 “A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before him.” 
 
What an amazing sight this must have been as these angels are singing praises to God. The birth of the Son was 
God’s good will to man, for Jesus was the manifestation of the grace of God to all men. Titus 2:11 “For the grace of 
God has appeared that offers salvation to all people”. 
 
No wonder they sung, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven.’ No wonder they sung, ‘peace on earth to those on whom 
his favour rests’. The birth of Jesus certainly was and still is worth rejoicing about today. I can imagine those 
shepherds being in absolute awe of what they are witnessing. And although we don’t know how long the celebrations 
went on, Luke continues with his account. 
 
Luke 2:15+16 “When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about. So they hurried off and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.”  
 
Now notice how the word ‘Lord’  here is used as the title of the Father in heaven but it’s the same use of the word to 
describe Jesus which again confirms the Deity of Jesus. So leaving their flocks, the shepherds hurriedly made their 
way to Bethlehem to see the newly born infant. Now remember that during this time, the Jews had been following the 
prophecies of the prophets who prophesied of events that would transpire during the inter-biblical period. 
 
They knew what was prophesied concerning the coming of the Messiah was soon to happen. Their acceptance of the 
signs surrounding the birth of Jesus, was based on their expectation that God was bringing to pass the fulfilment of 
prophecy. The shepherds couldn’t wait to see this newly born King and they found Him lying in a manger exactly 
how the angel said they would. 
 
Luke 2:17+18 “When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.” Having seen the child for themselves, they 
now had the evidence they needed that would satisfy others. 
 
I’m sure they would have been somewhat puzzled that the Saviour of the world was born in such a humble 
environment. But they believed and they became the first preachers of the Gospel and went out and proclaimed to 
others that the Messiah had come.  
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And it’s not surprising that everyone they spoke to were amazed at their message, but what isn’t so amazing is that 
no-one was amazed enough to go and check it out for themselves. The greatest news of all ages had broken out in 
their community, and the people just ‘wondered’ about it as the King James Version renders it.  
 
Luke 2:19 “But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart”. Now Mary is treasuring and 
thinking about not only the things the shepherds had just said to her, but also the things Gabriel said to her before and 
the things the angel said to Joseph. You know when children are born today the parents usually go nuts and take lots 
of pictures and they begin to keep a photo album of every little moment of change in their child’s lives. 
 
Well in a way that’s what Mary is doing, she’s thinking, meditating, and thinking what the outcome of these things 
will mean for her Son. Mary, as well as others who had experienced all the miraculous events surrounding the birth of 
Jesus, didn’t understand that the events surrounding Jesus’ birth, were actually events that pointed to Him as the 
Messiah. 
 
1 Peter 1:10-12 “Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched 
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them 
was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to 
them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by 
those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these 
things.”  
 
Luke 2:20 “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 
were just as they had been told.”  
 
Now I’m sure Mary and Joseph would have shared their story with the shepherds and when the shepherds returned to 
their sheep, they just glorified and praised God for what they had seen and heard. What a great privilege this was for 
them, you can almost imagine them singing, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, peace on earth to those on whom 
his favour rests’. And if this tells us anything it should tell us when we leave our place of worship after glorifying and 
praising God we too can go back to our normal daily duties but still be praising God as we go. 
 
Now let’s fast forward to the second group of visitors, turn your Bibles to Matthew 2. Matthew 2:1+2 “After Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  
 
I mentioned in my last sermon there are a lot of theories concerning the date of Jesus’ birth. And it’s here in Matthew 
where we find the closest reference we can actually find. Matthew says that Jesus was born ‘during the time of King 
Herod’.  
 
Now Herod the Great was the son of Antipater, an Idumean and descendant of Esau. He was a proud, cruel, 
bloodthirsty and unmerciful as a ruler of the Jews. Herod the Great as he was called, cruelly reigned from 37 B.C. to 
4 B.C. according to our calendar today. And so this establishes the date of the birth of Jesus about two years earlier 
than 4 B.C., for Herod had sent out a decree before his death to kill all children under two years of age. But like we 
said last time, knowing the exact date of Jesus’ birth isn’t important, but what is important is that He was born. 
 
These magi who were possibly Gentile astronomers from Arabia, Persia, Parthia, or even India. And unlike most of 
the nativity plays we see today where they always have three wise men, we actually don’t know how many there 
were. I guess most people presume three because there was three gifts, but we simply don’t know. 
 
Some translations use the words ‘wise men’ which is good because we can imagine the truly wise of all ages are 
indeed those who bow down and worship the Lord Jesus Christ. But the fact that these wise men came from a great 
distance to see Jesus indicates that they had possibly received a revelation of some kind concerning the birth of Jesus.  
 
Now isn’t it interesting that the Old Testament opens with a question, when God is seeking man, He asks in Genesis 
3:9, ‘Adam, where are you?’ The New Testament opens with a question, when man is seeking God, and man asks, 
‘Where is the one?’ Where is which one? The magi say, ‘the one born to be king of the Jews.’ 
 
You see it was the hope of the Jews that the Messiah would come into the world. It was believed by many that the 
Messiah would supposedly reign as king on earth and restore national Israel to her former glory. 
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But as the Jews were soon going to discover, not this King, His reign and rule and His kingdom was going to be 
spiritual not physical. And so the magi say, ‘We saw his star’. 
 
I’m reminded of a story I heard about a woman who took her daughter to see a doctor on Christmas Eve. She asked if 
he would examine her because she had been showing some strange symptoms, including a significant increase in 
weight, sickness most mornings and a number of strange cravings. He checked her out very carefully and eventually 
told the mother that her daughter was unquestionably pregnant. At which news she protested very strongly. ‘Don’t be 
ridiculous, my daughter has never been with a man’. The girl confirmed that this was true and added that she had 
never so much as kissed a man. The doctor studied the girl very carefully, then quietly stood up, walked to the 
window and stared out of it. Suspecting the worst the mother asked if there was something wrong. ‘No, not really’ 
replied the doctor. ‘It might just be a coincidence, but the last time this happened a bright star appeared the East.’ 
 
Now this star the magi saw was not a natural phenomenon, this star was a miraculous signal sent by God to the Magi 
to alert them of the birth of the Messiah for whom they hoped. And there is a possibility that this was a fulfilment of 
prophecy but we can’t be certain. Numbers 24:17 “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will 
come out of Jacob; a sceptre will rise out of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of all the people of 
Sheth.”  
 
Now again we don’t have to be dogmatic about what this star was or what it looked like. But we mustn’t lose sight of 
Who this star is hovering over, Jesus, the King of the Jews. Matthew 2:3-8 “When King Herod heard this he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the 
law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found 
out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for 
the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”” 
 
Now it’s very obvious that Herod didn’t want a rival king in his kingdom and so his pride and arrogance moved him 
to scheme against any possible contender for the crown. Herod may have been ignorant of the prophecy of Micah 
5:1+2 which spoke of Bethlehem as the place of the birth of the Messiah. But he went ahead and called a meeting 
with the chief priests and the teachers of the law. 
 
Now the Chief priests were the principal leaders of the Jewish religious system who were in charge of the temple. 
The teachers of the law were the educated men of the Jewish law and it was their responsibility to preserve and 
interpret the Old Testament law for the people. Herod has probably heard over and over again talk about a coming 
Messiah and so he wanted to know where this Messiah was to be born. 
 
The magi more or less say to the Herod, ‘O King, we don’t really know anything about it, but there is, it so happens, a 
verse in one of the prophecies that speaks of the birth of the Messiah, and that says it is to take place in Bethlehem.’ 
But as we know it was not Herod’s plan to worship, but to destroy the newly born child whom he saw as a possible 
competitor for his throne. He knew the birthplace, he thought he knew the child’s age and he only needed to find out 
the exact location of the Christ in order to kill him.  
 
Matthew 2:9+10 “After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.” 
Now it’s obvious here that the star in question was miraculous in nature because it appears again. And it appears here 
the second time to make it possible for the Magi to find the baby without drawing attention to the birth place by 
making inquiries. 
 
And notice this time, the star came and stopped over the place where Jesus was. And what was the outcome of them 
seeing the star again and it stopping? It was pure joy. And loved ones there is always joy when we come to meet 
Jesus. And we can only imagine the magi’s joy got greater and greater the closer they get to their destination. 
 
Matthew 2:11 “On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” By 
the time the magi had arrived Jesus had been moved from a manger into a house. We don’t know how old Jesus 
would be at this point in time but He would only be a few weeks old at the most. 
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But notice ‘they bowed down and worshiped him,’ they didn’t bow down and worship Mary or Joseph but Jesus. 
Jesus is always the main focus of our worship and like I mentioned earlier it’s to Him that every knee in heaven and 
earth and every demon in hell will have to bow down to one day. 
 
Now it was a custom of the orient to bring gifts to the newly born and such gifts were commonly given to those who 
were considered noble. Some commentators believe that the three gifts symbolised the three works of Jesus, that is, 
His kingship, His divinity, and His sufferings.  
 
The gift of gold would certainly provide money for the fleeing to Egypt which is going to happen soon. The buildings 
and treasures of kings and pharaohs from the ancient past have left reminders that gold was the prize of rulers and 
kings. Men such as King Solomon and King Nebuchadnezzar treasured gold. Yes we know that while gold can be a 
gift for anyone, gold was a gift especially for kings. 
 
The frankincense was incense that was made from the sap of a tree that grew both in Arabia and India. Frankincense 
was once greatly valued throughout the Middle East, from Rome to India. It was very expensive and a gift having a 
wonderful fragrance, it was used for a variety of purposes such as incense, medical treatment, and perfume. It was 
used in worship and so frankincense speaks of the worship of God.  
 
The myrrh was also a perfume that was made from the sap of a tree and although it was less expensive than 
frankincense, it was still highly valued. Myrrh was used for a variety of purposes, such as a perfume, an anaesthetic, 
burial embalming, and it was used as an ingredient in anointing oil, and to deodorise clothes. We also know that John 
19:39 records that myrrh was used in Jesus’ burial. In the New Testament, myrrh is primarily associated with death.  
 
But the point is this loved ones, we cannot come to worship Jesus without giving. Those who worship Christ give and 
those who don’t or won’t give do not worship either. In other words, true worship simply can’t exist if there is no 
sacrifice.  
 
Matthew 2:12 “And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route.” In everything surrounding the birth of Jesus, God was directing the movements of the Magi in order that they 
not be discovered by Herod. God warned them in a dream and they listened which means the wise men refused to 
cooperate with Herod.  
 
Now dreams were often a vehicle of revelation among the Hebrews and they were considered inferior to visions but 
often played a vital role in protecting the chosen people. But as we know God doesn’t operate through dreams and 
visions today. I’ve met a few misguided people who believe that Gabriel came to give them a personal message, I’ve 
met a few people who believe that God spoke to them directly in a dream. 
 
But if Hebrews 1 is to be believed then we know that God doesn’t communicate with His people that way anymore. 
Hebrews 1:1+2 “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.” God used to speak through the prophets, He used speak through 
visions and dreams but now He speaks through Jesus. 
 
And notice that the magi returned another route which is what God offers all to come to Him in worship. The new 
and better route is that route through Jesus, a route where sinners don’t have to live in sin anymore without any hope 
for eternal life in heaven. 
 
Loved ones the events surrounding the birth of Jesus are fascinating to say the least but they all point to one thing. 
Jesus the Christ was born and He came to save sinners and offer salvation to all those who would come to Him. Jesus 
is no longer this cute little baby lying in a manger, He’s reigning with the most High in heaven. 
 
And He’s asking all of us today, will you come and worship Him, will you make room for Him in your life? It’s 
usually at this time of the year we see those adverts which say, ‘remember a dog is for life not just for Christmas’. 
Loved ones, remember that Jesus the Christ is for life eternal and not just for Christmas. 


