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“Stop being afraid”. (29) 

 
We left the apostle Paul boldly preaching in Christ’s Name to the so called wise men of Athens. And as usual we 
found those who were convinced and believed that God was the creator of all things and we also found those who 
weren’t convinced and didn’t believe. And so after all that preaching Luke tells us in Acts 18:1 that “After this, Paul 
left Athens and went to Corinth.” 
 
Now Luke didn’t explain why Paul left Athens or how he journeyed on to Corinth. Maybe Paul had grown weary of 
the so called intellectuals of Athens who continually wanted to hear more but refused to obey. But the journey of 
some forty miles could have been made in two days on foot or one day if one sailed but which ever route they took, 
the final destination was the city of Corinth. 
 
I heard a story about a little guy who got on a plane and sat down in a window seat. He started enjoying a book, but a 
big guy, weighing about 17 stone, came and sat next to him. The big guy spilled over into his side of the seat until the 
little guy had to scoot over in the corner to be comfortable. The plane took off and the little guy became more and 
more angry but he couldn't do anything about it. The big guy just went to sleep. They hit rough weather and the 
combination of swallowed anger and turbulence was too much for the little guy; he became sick and threw up all over 
the big guy. And when he shook himself awake, and looked at the mess in disbelief. The little guy said to him, "You 
must feel awful! Perhaps it was something you ate that made you so sick?" 
 
I guess that honesty is not always the best policy. But when you think of the city of Corinth, honesty is not the word 
which most people would use. Let me share with you some background information about Corinth. Corinth was the 
capital and chief city of Achaia which is in the area we would now call Greece. And Corinth became such an 
important city because of its location just one and a half miles south of the Isthmus of Corinth. It was able to control 
that four mile wide neck of land.  
 
The city also commanded the eastern port of that peninsula, Cenchreae, which is mentioned in Acts 18:18. And so to 
save time and avoid the one hundred and fifty miles of dangerous waters around the tip of Greece, ships would 
unload their goods on one side of the peninsula and have them carried to the other side. Some smaller ships were 
even pulled across and placed in the water on the other side. Therefore, Corinth was a trading centre by land and sea.  
 
But it was also strategic militarily speaking. The Roman minority in Corinth was a strong force in the population, as 
this was one of the colonies established by Julius Caesar. The commercial prospects caused a large group of Jews to 
settle in the city but Greeks also played a great role. Because of the seaport and commerce, many other nationalities 
mixed with the above mentioned major groups. But if Corinth was well know for anything, it was well known for 
its corruption.  
 
Charles Pfeiffer, in Baker's Bible Atlas, writes, "Greeks, Romans, Jews and adventurers from the entire 
Mediterranean world came to Corinth for trade and vice in all its forms.’To live like a Corinthian,' became 
synonymous with a life of luxury and licentiousness."  
 
The immoral nature of the city was added to by the temple of Aphrodite, goddess of love, which was located in 
Corinth. A thousand, priestesses of the goddess served as prostitutes who were available for the free use of 
temple visitors. So that’s the background to the city of Corinth and I think that’s important for us to understand 
because it helps us understand what Paul is about to face. 
 
Luke tells us in Acts 18:2+3 “There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from 
Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 
and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them”. 
 
In Corinth, Paul found two Jews, Aquila, who was from Pontus which was a province between Bithynia and 
Armenia, and his wife Priscilla, who was also known as Prisca according to 2 Timothy 4:19. And Luke reports 
they, and all other Jews, were driven out of Rome by the Emperor Claudius which one commentator suggests 
was around AD 49.  
 
Have you ever been to a place which just frightens you? Well Corinth was a place just like that. And Corinth 
must have been a frightening place to go even for Paul because he tells us in 1 Corinthians 2:3, "I was with you 
in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling."  
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You see loved ones the apostle Paul, as great as he was, was not without his periods of despondency. In the 
Greek New Testament, 1 Corinthians 2:3 literally reads “Stop being afraid.” The implication clearly is that Paul 
was struggling with his spirit at this time, and the Savior came to his aid. Now we can only imagine Paul arriving 
in Corinth, alone and with little or nothing to eat.  
 
But like all good Jews, Paul had been taught a trade and immediately found two Jews who had the same 
occupation with whom he could live and work with. But whether his fellow leather workers were Christians as of 
yet is not known. And I say leather workers because tent making included any type of leather work in Paul's day. 
But Paul's later writings do make it clear that these two became special friends and allies of the apostle as he 
preached the gospel of peace. Romans 16:3 “Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus.” 
 
But let me ask you again; is there a place to which you won’t go because of fear? Maybe it’s your best friend 
who isn’t a Christian yet, and you’re afraid that if you share the gospel with them you will loose them as a 
friend. Maybe it’s your family members and you’re afraid to tell them the good news about the Christ because 
they might reject you. Maybe you’re afraid to fully commit to God because you believe people will think you 
take your faith too seriously. Maybe God has blessed you with the gift of teaching or preaching but your afraid to 
step out in faith and trust God to help develop that gift. 
 
Psalm 56:4 “In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal man do to me?” 
Whatever God asks us to do, wherever God asks us to go, we need to have the same mindset as Paul when he 
looked at Corinth and thought to himself, ‘I am afraid of this place, I am afraid of these people but I will go and 
trust God.’ ‘After all what can mortal man do to me?’ 
 
5-year old Johnny was in the kitchen as his mother made supper. She asked him to go into the pantry and get her 
a can of tomato soup, but he didn't want to go in alone. "It's dark in there and I'm scared." She asked again, and 
he persisted. Finally she said, "It's OK--Jesus will be in there with you." Johnny walked hesitantly to the door 
and slowly opened it. He peeked inside, saw it was dark, and started to leave when all at once an idea came, and 
he said: "Jesus, if you're in there, would you hand me that can of tomato soup?"  
 
Loved ones, God understands fear and He will help you and protect you when you trust Him. But when God 
takes us to frightening places or situations, we need to trust that God will hand us anything we need for His 
purpose. The Kid’s Bible Club were taught a series of lessons on this very subject a few months ago. 
 
Psalm 23:1-4 “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he 
leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me”. Let me encourage you all today to ask God to help you when you are 
frightened to overcome whatever fear you may be feeling. 
 
And so now God has set the stage for next part of Paul’s journey, and the preaching in Corinth. Acts 18:4-8 
“Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. When Silas and Timothy 
came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the 
Christ. But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to 
them, "Your blood be on your own heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the 
Gentiles." Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. 
Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who 
heard him believed and were baptized.”  
 
As we have seen time and again, Paul first preached in the synagogue in Corinth. And it was during this time that 
Silas and Timothy once again joined his company. And it seems from 1 Thessalonians 3:1+2 that Silas may have come 
from Berea, while Timothy more than likely arrived from Thessalonica. And it was around about the time of their 
arrival when Paul became fully occupied in telling the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.  
 
And when the Jews rejected the truth and spoke against the Lord, Paul began to preach to the Gentiles. And so off he 
went to the house of Justus which was next door to the synagogue where Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed 
and was baptized by the apostle's own hands according to 1 Corinthians 1:14. But it wasn’t only Crispus who believed 
and was baptised, those in Crispus' family and many other Corinthians also believed and were baptized. 
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Now loved ones I can’t for the life of me work out how anyone can study the Book of Acts and not understand the 
importance of baptism. It’s all over the book; you can’t miss it unless of course you don’t understand the importance of 
it. Now I don’t want to go into the importance baptism again because we have covered it in other chapters. But if there 
is any encouragement we should get from studying the Book of Acts it is this. 
 
Not everyone will want to know or be convinced that Jesus was the Messiah. When you share the good news with 
people and they are just not interested don’t put yourself down and feel like you’re a failure. You’ve done exactly what 
God wants us all to do. Every single human being on this planet deserves to reject the gospel at least once. But every 
time you share the gospel with someone, that’s what we call faith and obedience. 
 
It’s faith in God because you trusted Him to help you through that fear of sharing. It’s obedience because He 
commanded us to share that message in Matthew 28:19+20. It’s in faith in God to add growth to the seed which you 
have planted and watered. You’re not responsible for people’s responses to the gospel. 
 
Now like I said earlier fear is a very real feeling, but God does understand. He understands when we are frightened and 
He certainly understood when the apostle Paul was afraid in Corinth. In fact God was so aware of Paul’s fear, Luke 
continues in Acts 18:9-11 and tells us that, “One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on 
speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people 
in this city."  So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.”  
 
Luke says that God was aware of Paul’s fear and so He reassured him, in a vision, and encouraged him to continue 
preaching in Corinth. He promised that Paul would not be harmed and assured him that there were many more who 
would obey the gospel. You see loved ones the problem with fear is that it paralyses our will. It sucks the determination 
from our heart, and mocks our every effort to step out in faithful obedience to our Lord.  
 
The Bible is filled with the tears of men and women who give in to our enemy named “Fear.” The Bible is filled with 
people who betrayed both themselves and their God while held prisoner in the grasp of fear. It was fear which casted its 
shadow over Aaron so that he yielded to the Israelites’ demand for an idol. It was fear that froze the hearts of the ten 
spies so that they refused to tackle the giants in the land of promise.  
 
It was fear which entered the tents of Saul’s warriors and released its venom into the bloodstream of Israel’s army so 
that God’s people trembled before an uncircumcised Philistine named Goliath. It was fear that caused Peter to weep 
alone in the darkness after his denial of Jesus. 
 
You and I know that feeling all too well don’t we? We long to take our God at His word and we long to make the 
precious promises ours, but very often fear sows the seeds of doubt within our minds. And when fear begins, our best 
intentions dissolve in a sea of indecision. Paul says, in Philippians 4:19 “My God will meet all your needs according to 
his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  
 
But fear whispers in our ear, “What if?” and our peace of mind disappears like smoke in the wind. Oh intellectually we 
can we grasp the meaning of our Lord’s words, Matthew 11:28, “I will give you rest” But fear is like a lead weight that 
threatens to drown us in a bottomless sea of anxiety and worry. The Bible tells us in 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God did not 
give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.” But still fear invades our soul by a dozen 
different doors. And instead of boldly preaching the word of God to others, we almost whisper the good news, in the 
hope that someone, anyone will hear our whispers. 
 
You see loved ones, we’re all suffering from fear. Fear of failure, fear of ridicule, fear of rejection, fear of change, fear 
of darkness, fear of crowds, fear of financial loss, the list is endless.  And as that fear squeezes the joy from our lives, it 
is joined by guilt because we know in our heart of hearts that our joyless, dull lives have no power to attract an 
unbelieving world.  That’s the bad news loved ones, when fear is around guilt and despair and not far behind.  
 
But the good news is that fear can be conquered and it can be conquered by using our number one weapon. Its name is 
Faith and its source is the Word of the Holy Spirit. Its fruit is optimism, hope, and courage. Because the Bible tells us 
that faith banishes fear in Psalm 27:1 “The Lord is my light and my salvation -- whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life -- of whom shall I be afraid?” But loved ones the only way to conquer fear is by filling our minds 
with the promises we read about in the word of God. And when we fill our minds with those promises of God, it’s then 
and only then will the ridicule of unbelievers and the rejection by men be powerless to harm us.  
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Faith is also the answer for despondency. The Bible says in Psalm 33:20+21 “We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our 
help and our shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name”. You see loved ones when we start to trust 
God and His promises the joy will begin to follow, because trust and joy are inseparable.  
 
Are you worried about the future? Listen to what Isaiah says in Isaiah 57:13, “When you cry out for help, let your 
collection [of idols] save you! The wind will carry all of them off, a mere breath will blow them away. But the man who 
makes me his refuge will inherit the land and possess my holy mountain." 
 
Is the prospect of death a shadow upon your happiness? Listen to Paul said to his young friend Timothy, 2 Timothy 1:12 
“That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced 
that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.” You know I speak with a lot of people who believe 
that the world is getting out of control and more unsafe to live in. 
 
But does the world appear to be out of control to you? Listen to what Isaiah says in Isaiah 14:27 “For the Lord Almighty 
has purposed, and who can thwart him? His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back?” My point if this loved 
ones, faith banishes fear! Martin Luther once said that, “God our Father has made all things depend on faith so that 
whoever has faith will have everything, and whoever does not have faith will have nothing”.  
 
One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the roof. The father stood on the ground below with 
outstretched arms, calling to his son, "Jump! I'll catch you." He knew the boy had to jump to save his life. All the boy 
could see, however, was flame, smoke, and blackness. As can be imagined, he was afraid to leave the roof. His father 
kept yelling: "Jump! I will catch you." But the boy protested, "Daddy, I can't see you." The father replied, "But I can see 
you and that's all that matters." 
 
You see loved ones, it’s time for us to stop being afraid. And although God asks us to go to frightful places or asks us to 
share His word with someone but we’re afraid to. We need to remember the promise of Hebrews 13:5, where God says, 
"Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." We need to remember that although there are times when we can’t 
see God, if we would just have faith in Him to know that He sees us and that’s all that really matters. 
 
Paul realised that and trusted God to help him overcome that fear during his time in Corinth. We need to do the same, 
we need to trust that God will give us the strength and courage to overcome any fear we may have in our lives. 
 
 
 
 


