“The Day is set.” (28)

The last time we were together we left Paul speakinly the noble characters of Berea. And we saw that their
attitude towards God’s word was the kind of attitude God sviotn everyone. That attitude that doesn’t just
listen to the traditions of men, but an attitude which erasithe Scriptures themselves to see if what was being
preached was true and right. And what we are going to seeigdag of the greatest debates we find in the Nev
Testament with the so called wise men of Athens.

| heard this story about an angel who appeared at ayanekting and told the minister that in return for his
unselfish service, he will be rewarded with his choiceveélth, wisdom, or beauty. Without hesitating, the dean
selects wisdonilt is done!"the angel said, and then disappeared into a cloud of siabbké.the other members
of the faculty stared at the dean with amazement. ioak of them whisperediNow that you have infinite
wisdom, Dean, say somethind:-he dean looked at them and sdldshould have taken the money."

Solomon said a way back ifcclesiastes 7:11-1that, “Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good thing and benefits
those who see the sun. Wisdom is a shelter as momeshislter, but the advantage of knowledge is this: that
wisdom preserves the life of its possess¥iou see wisdom is more than knowing right from wrongijso

involves choosing to do the right and not the wrong. And whateagging to see today is that wisdom in action.

Acts 17:16-21 “While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he gr@atly distressed to see that the city was full
idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews atbthéearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace
day by day with those who happened to be there. A groupiotitEean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute
with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trymgaty?" Others remarked, "He seems to be advocatil
foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching tkengavs about Jesus and the resurrection. Then
they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopaghsre they said to him, "May we know what this
new teaching is that you are presenting? You are bringimg strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know
what they mean." (All the Athenians and the foreignense Vived there spent their time doing nothing but talking
about and listening to the latest ideas.)”

While he waited for the others to arrive, Paul appaydntired the city and discovered it was totally given over t
idolatry. This provoked, or one might say angered, him. Anldeswent to the synagogue to reason with the Jew
and devout Greeks of the city. He also discussed the bogphd¢hose he met in the marketplace. And this drew
the attention of certain Epicurean and Stoic philosoplserse of whom decided they wanted to hear what the
"babbler"had to say.

Others in the crowd thought he was talking about foreign dadee tells us that they took a hold of Paul in a nor
threatening way and brought him to the Areopagus, or Maksdipresent his new philosophy. Now this is
interesting because Mars was the mythical god of wad. the legend goes that Mars the god of war was on Ma
Hill for the murder of one of Neptune's sons, that'ywtwas called Mars Hill. And interestingly, a messenger
the true Prince of Peace was placed in that spot seuhiaus philosophers might hear something new.

Now let me ask yowhave you ever heard someone teach something which you found stramge earsYou

know in a way it's easy for us to hear some strapgehings especially if it doesn’t correspond with the Bible
remember speaking with my brother one time who sharddme his views and beliefs and he was telling me th
he believed that he had been in this world before and so hefsas i never ending cycle until he reached
perfection which he calls Nevada.

Now | found that strange because the Bible teaches melinews 9:2%hat“Just as man is destined to die once,

and after that to face judgmenWe’re all destined to die once loved ones not over andanwiover again. We're

never going to reach perfection even if we had our livesvalt again thousand times. Both my sisters attend a

spiritualist church in Scotland and they believe that theyccenmunicate with the dead and be told what is goin
happen to them in the future.

Now | find that strange because my Bible teaches me sargeadifierent inlsaiah 40-48In this entire section the
Lord sets Himself apart from the idols of the peoplatiirming that He alone will tell them what will happen
before it happens, so that when the event takes placedhdsnow that He is God. God says through Isaiah in
Isaiah 40:18, “To whom, then, will you compare God? Whetge will you compare him to’And if you go down
to Isaiah 40:25God says,To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?/sstdne Holy One.”
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The point is that it is only God who can see the futurergnather things and He cannot be compared to anyone
else. In the very next chapterlsriah 41:22+23God says,Bring in [your idols] to tell us what is going to
happen. Tell us what the former things were, so that weamasider them and know their final outcome. Or
declare to us the things to come, tell us what the futnigsshso we may know that you are gods. Do something,
whether good or bad, so that we will be dismayed and filigld fear.” In other words the ability to know the
future is restricted to God. That’s the point of the text.

Now the reason | brought that to your attention isetoind you that when we’re trying to share the gospel with
people, they too find it strangBidn’t you find it strange when you first heard the gospel? Wdmaneone came
along and saidHey you need help? You need Jesus in your lid’wonder people think that Christians are
strange; no wonder people can’'t understand why we comership every week to remember a guy who died ar
was raised back to life.

Now we know that when we say these things to peoplerg&vgang to get a mixed reaction. Some will say that
sounds wise and others will say that’s stupid. And thakiatwe see happening next heré\is 17, we see a
mixed reaction to Paul's wisdomcts 17:22-25 “Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopaglisaad:

"Men of Athens! | see that in every way you are verygielis. For as | walked around and looked carefully at yc
objects of worship, | even found an altar with this ins@imt TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship
as something unknown | am going to proclaim to you. "The Woal made the world and everything in it is the
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples bullehgls. And he is not served by human hands, as i
he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life aathland everything else.”

Now notice how Paul begun his sermon. The apostle begaehnon by noting that they were very religious,
worshipping idols devoted to all types of gods, even anawkrGod. You see that's where most of us would
make a mess of it. We tend to think that because peoplé limligve what the Bible teaches. Because people do
worship like the Bible instructs us to. We tend to thinkytaee not religious when in actual fact they are.

We already saw iActs 10with CorneliusActs 10:1+2 “At Caesarea there was a man named Cornalius,
centurion in what was known as the Italian Regimentahktkall his family were devout and God-fearing; he gav
generously to those in need and prayed to God regul&Now. Cornelius was a religious man in every sense of t
word, but he wasn’t saved at that point in time. Peopléeamligious but not saved.

And notice also that Paul didn’'t go in there all guns§rilnstead he practiced what Peter wroté ieter

3:15+16 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Alwag/prepared to give an answer to everyone who ask
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But danitih gentleness and respect, keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously agaiastgpod behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their
slander”.

And so Paul seized upon their recognition of their ownrg@ky limited knowledge and began to tell them abou
the true God. And he tells them that rather than there beseges of gods, each over some small element of the
universe, there is one God who created and rules ovéteafiays the Creator is not confined to some building
made by men, nor did He need men's worship.

In fact, Paul stated that all beings and all things astaswed by His power. You know human beings have a buil
in urge to worship. And if we know anything from history anday’s society it is this, if people do not worship
God, they will worship something else. It could be the sumee, money, or self. There are literally no lea
whom or what people choose to worship.

When Paul is writing to the Christians in Rome, he saysomans 1:20, “For since the creation of the world Goc
invisible qualities-his eternal power and divine nature-Hzeen clearly seen, being understood from what has
been made, so that men are without excuse”.

Paul says that the Creator made his existence knotte wonderful, obviously designed elements of the
universe, and that those who reject that evidence areuwtigxcuse. And then he goes on to sayamans 1:21-
25that lots of people have refused to glorify God and beceam in their reasoning’s, with théBenseless”
hearts being darkened. He says it so bad that they even egdhangorship of the Creator for that of various
“creatures,”such as men, birds, beasts, and even creeping things.
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When you think about the Hindu religion, it is known fonitsrship of animals, e.g., cattle, and even snakes.
Nag-Panchamis a Hindu festival associated with snake worship wherkesgads” are offered gifts of milk and
incense to help the worshipper to gain knowledge, weaithfame.

Now if that sounds amusing, you’re not alone in your thinkisgiah 44:12-17 “The blacksmith takes a tool and
works with it in the coals; he shapes an idol with hamniexdorges it with the might of his arm. He gets hungry
and loses his strength; he drinks no water and grows fdietcarpenter measures with a line and makes an out
with a marker; he roughs it out with chisels and marksth compasses. He shapes it in the form of man, of ma
in all his glory, that it may dwell in a shrine. He cut doeedars, or perhaps took a cypress or oak. He letwt gr
among the trees of the forest, or planted a pine, andithenade it grow. It is man's fuel for burning; somet diel
takes and warms himself, he kindles a fire and bakes breadheBalso fashions a god and worships it; he makes
an idol and bows down to it. Half of the wood he burns irfitkeover it he prepares his meal, he roasts his mee
and eats his fill. He also warms himself and says, 'lA&tth warm; | see the fire." From the rest he makgsd

his idol; he bows down to it and worships. He prays tomd says, "Save me; you are my god."

Now although this sounds amusing, it's actually veryittags tragic because this shows us just how varyrbm
God, people can leave when knowledge of Creator is lg¢faind the human worship urge is satisfied on the lowe
level imaginable. So Paul tells them that there’s Hot af different little gods who represent every littkeng in

the universe. But there is one God who created all thindsdes over all things.

And so Paul continues his sermonrfints 17:26-29 “From one man he made every nation of menthi#ashould
inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times s#tdar and the exact places where they should live. G
did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reaclohini and find him, though he is not far from each ot
of us. 'For in him we live and move and have our being." As sdiy@ur own poets have said, 'We are his
offspring.' "Therefore since we are God's offspring, waukhaot think that the divine being is like gold or silver
or stone-an image made by man's design and skill”.

Paul goes on and tells them that the God of heaven hadathdde various nationalities and He worked within
them in precisely the way and at precisely the time ldem@d. And Paul says to these Gentiles that this divinely
controlled flow of history was used by God to encounag® to seek him. Yet, the supreme God is always near
since we live in him, move in him and depend upon him for oyr @ristence.

And Paul being the educated man that he was noted that tim&rodwn poets said men are God's offspring, so
God cannot be stone but must be alive just as his childeealige. And it’'s now that Paul gets to the point. He
carries on inActs 17:30-34and says;In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he @mdaall
people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day wheitl hedge the world with justice by the man he has
appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raisingfhom the dead."” When they heard about the
resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others§Wa want to hear you again on this subject.” At
that, Paul left the Council. A few men became follosvef Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a
member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, amabemnaf others”.

Paul boldly stated that God would no longer overlook thergnt worship of men. But now God demands that
they turn from their ignorance and serve him. This is wheatwyuld call repentancéremember hearing a story
about a country church somewhere in England and one day thaysgecial guest into their service. An elder
came up to the preacher and sdidlpw be careful what you say today, you don't want torafféhe Prime
Minister." And so the preacher got up, started his sermon, and'gélte Prime Minister doesn't repent of his
sins, he will be condemned to hell.”

Paul didn’t mix his words here and we should never legventance out of the gospel. Jesus Himself tells us in
Luke 13:3 “I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you tod alil perish.”When the apostle Paul wrote a really
tough letter to the Corinthian church, telling them to nejpd their ways, he writes back with another letter and
says, in2 Corinthians 7:8-10 “Even if | caused you sorrow by myefettdo not regret it. Though | did regret it-1
see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little whyet now | am happy, not because you were made daity,
because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you becaraid as God intended and so were not harmed i
any way by us. Godly sorrow brings repentance thasléadalvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow
brings death”.
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True repentance means more than just feeling sorrytiat yvou have done or said. It's a turning, a refusal to go
back to the ways of the world. It's a conscious deanisstart following God and His ways. And so Paul dalts
repentance from these Gentiles in Athens and he saw gpehtance was especially importamy? Because a
day of judgment had been set aside by the Divine Planner.

Make no mistake about it loved ones; Judgement Day snsetoming. And in that day, the resurrected Lord
Jesus Christ will rightly judge all men, which is a truthich is confirmed by His resurrection from the defacdd
please don'’t thinkjyeh, yeh, people have been saying that for the last twestdval years and life is still going on,
everything is the same as it ever was.”

Well just before we finish, listen carefully to Pesewords in2 Peter 3:3-14 “First of all, you must understand the
in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and follegvtheir own evil desires. They will say, "Where is this
‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everyfjoag on as it has since the beginning of creation.”
But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's worchéevens existed and the earth was formed out of wa
and by water. By these waters also the world of iha tvas deluged and destroyed. By the same word the pre
heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for thef jaggment and destruction of ungodly men.

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With thedLa day is like a thousand years, and a thousand year:
are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his psanas some understand slowness. He is patient with yo
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentBaotthe day of the Lord will come like a thief.
The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elementdeitlestroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it
will be laid bare.

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind @igbe ought you to be? You ought to live holy and
godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and spgsezbming. That day will bring about the destruction
of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in thé. IBed in keeping with his promise we are looking
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home oéogshess. So then, dear friends, since you are lookin:
forward to this, make every effort to be found spotlekanbless and at peace with him.”

Have you ever been on holiday somewhere or away fromfgieads and family and you end up being home sicl
| remember when | was in the States a few years ago bylfayskafter about three weeks | was really missing
home. Do you ever feel that way about heaven? Do you evéegeen sick? Do you ever just look forward to
Jesus coming to take us home? Are you longing for Jestnte back?

Peter says listen if you truly believe that JudgementiBaet and coming thémou ought to live holy and godly
lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed itsngpirPeter says if you truly believe that Judgement
Day is set and comindnen“make every effort to be found spotless, blameless apdaate with him'Repentance
needs to happen today. The Day is set and coming lovedibresdly is but you need to be ready for His coming
today.

The story goes that just before the death of att@. Fields a friend visited his hospital room and was surprisec
to find him thumbing through a Bible. His friend ask&dld’s what he was doing with a Bibl&jeldsreplied,"I'm
looking for loopholes.”

Loved ones there are no loop holes in God’s judigisiesn. Today is the day for repentance, today is thdatay
turning to God. And so loved ones that’s the message we odetdoeople know about. And because we don't
know when the Day of Judgement is going to come thersefige of urgency about the message.

Oh, I'm sure that when we share that message with pespine like Paul's listeners will mock our words. Qh, |
sure like some of Paul’s listeners they will want éahmore. But one thing | know for certain, as long ak&ep
sharing that message with others, a few people likedlaieners will actually be moved to obey the gospel.



