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“God loves that attitude.” (27) 
 
In our last sermon we left Paul and Silas being freed from prison miraculously but they also freed a bunch of 
people from their sins and a slave girl who was now freed from demon possession. And they both left Philippi after 
spending some time with Lydia and her household. We catch up with Paul and Silas on their second missionary 
journey to Thessalonica. 
 
Acts 17:1-4 “When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there 
was a Jewish synagogue. As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned 
with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This 
Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said. Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, 
as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.”  
 
A plumber was called to fix a leak. He looked at the pipe, gripped the hammer with both hands, struck the pipe as 
hard as he could, and the leak stopped. He presented the customer with a bill for £250.35. The owner was furious. 
"This is outrageous; you were here only two minutes and all you did was hit the pipe." The plumber itemized his 
bill:  "Wear and tear on the hammer--35 pence. Knowing where to hit--£250.00." 
 
And I guess the point is if you have a trade of any sort you always know where to hit those you are helping the 
most and it’s usually with a big bill. And if you’re the apostle Paul and your trade is preaching, you will always 
know your audience and know exactly what to say and sometimes that means saying the words which are going to 
hurt most. 
 
Now Luke didn’t tell us why Paul passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia. But he did tell us that the next stop 
on this second missionary tour was Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. Now remember that 
Philippi didn’t have a synagogue so Paul and Silas went to the place of prayer. But here in Thessalonica, they had 
one, so Paul went to the synagogue for three consecutive Sabbath days to reason with the Jews.  
 
Now remember that the very idea of a crucified Messiah was a stumbling block to the Jews according to 1 
Corinthians 1:23. But what Paul does here, he argues from the prophets saying that, that was precisely what God 
had foretold in Isaiah 53. And so he goes on and establishes the fact that God had also planned and accomplished 
Jesus' resurrection from the dead and made Him King over His people. We already read that back in Acts 2:22-36 
where Peter was preaching to the Jews on Pentecost. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Paul says, “Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures” 
 
In other words all these things which were recorded by the prophets were fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The scriptural 
evidence was supported by the miracles worked by the power of the Holy Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 1:5 “Because our 
gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. 
You know how we lived among you for your sake”. So there was more than enough proof that Jesus was the risen 
messiah. 
 
Now it was during these three weeks teaching in the synagogue in Thessalonica that Paul and Silas worked with 
their own hands to support themselves. 1 Thessalonians 2:9 “Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; 
we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you”.  
 
Philippians 4:16 tells us the apostle received support from the brethren in Philippi on at least two occasions. But 
the point I want to make is that the combination of scriptural preaching, the miracles and the apostle's obvious 
commitment to reach the lost had its desired effect. And we know that all that proof and effort was rewarded 
because Luke tells us that some Jews and Greeks who worshipped God and prominent women from the community 
obeyed the gospel.  
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And it those people whom Paul refers to when he writes to the church that meets at Thessalonica in 1 
Thessalonians 1:9, “For they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and true God.” 
 
What a great way to be remembered as a congregation. They used to worship idols but now they have turned to 
God. You see loved ones we should never forget who we used to be and where we came from and who we are now. 
Because if someone were to write a letter to the congregation here at Great Barr, I wonder what they would say 
about us? I wonder if they would focus on who we were or what we have become? 
 
You see there is a time and a place to talk about our former lives before we became Christians. And I think the 
reason we do that is to try and contrast our lives before we became Christians with our present Christian lives. 
Because the Bible clearly reminds us who we were and what we have become. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-5 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those 
who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and 
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love 
for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-it is by 
grace you have been saved.” 
 
You used to be dead in your sins but now God has made you alive in Christ Jesus. You used to look to the world 
for the answers to life but now you turn to the living God for those answers. And now just like Paul and Silas did 
with these Jews and Gentiles, you are persuaded that Jesus truly is Lord over everything and your life needs to 
reflect that persuasion. It’s only when we remember who we used to be in reference to being sinners can we show 
those who are still dead in their sins the way back to life. 
 
What do you see when you walk around outside? In the film Sixth Sense Bruce Willis plays the part of a child 
psychologist. And at the start of the film Bruce was shot by an old patient of his. But as the film goes on Bruce is 
trying to help a little boy named Cole and he eventually says to Bruce, ‘I see dead people, who don’t know they are 
dead.’ So Bruce helps the little boy and returns home to his wife only to discover that he himself is dead. When he 
was shot at the start of the film, he was shot dead and he didn’t even know it. 
 
Now loved ones we can only to start to help people outside if we see them as dead. Yes they may be walking 
around singing and being merry, yes they may give the appearance of being alive. But you and I know all too well 
that they are dead in their sins. And it’s our responsibility to show them the way back to life. 
 
And so following in Acts 17, what we have seen happening time and time again throughout the Book of Acts, there 
are those who are made alive in Christ and those who chose to remain dead in their sins. Acts 17:5-10 “But the 
Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot 
in the city. They rushed to Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. But 
when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials, shouting: "These 
men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his 
house. They are all defying Caesar's decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus." When they heard 
this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. Then they made Jason and the others post bond and 
let them go. As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea”. 
 
Luke says that Paul’s words moved the unbelieving Jews to jealousy. And so they enlisted the help of some trouble 
makers and stirred up a mob to go to Jason's house and bring Paul and Silas out. And I guess if you can’t find the 
people you’re looking for, you will take the next best thing, and that’s what the mob did. When they couldn’t find 
the two missionaries, the mob dragged Jason and some brethren before the rulers of the city. And then the 
accusations began to flow. They accused Paul and Silas of being part of the number who turned the world upside 
down by teaching that Jesus was King.  
 
I don’t know about other countries but here in Britain if you have committed a crime you can't be kept at a police 
station for more than 24 hours without being charged. Although this can be extended to 36 hours with the authority 
of a police superintendent, and to a maximum of 96 hours with the authority of a magistrate. The one exception is 
for arrests under the Terrorism Act 2000, where you can be held without charge for up to seven days. 
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If there's not enough evidence to charge you, you'll be released on police bail. You don't have to pay to be released 
on police bail, but you'll have to return to the station for further questioning when asked. 
 
Now the reason I shared that with you is because it seems from the text that the rulers thought the matter was 
serious enough to require some security. Perhaps like a property bond of Jason and the others. And this basically 
served as a warning to them that if any further disturbance occurred by them then they would lose their property. 
And so it was during these difficult conditions that Paul and Silas were sent away by night to Berea, some 60 miles 
away. 
 
Acts 17:10-15 “On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. Now the Bereans were of more noble 
character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul said was true. Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek 
women and many Greek men. When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at 
Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. The brothers immediately sent Paul to the 
coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. The men who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with 
instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible”.  
 
Luke tells us that Paul and Silas immediately entered the synagogue to teach. And rather than base their decisions 
on the traditional teachings of man, the Bereans carefully examined the word of God to determine the truthfulness 
of the teachings they heard. The result was that many Jews believed the gospel along with honourable Greek 
women and not a few men. Now don’t you just love the attitude of the Bereans? I do and so does God and I pray 
that more people in the world would have that same attitude. An attitude that checks out the Scriptures for 
themselves. 
 
They remind me of the story I heard about a woman who reported for her university final examination that 
consisted of "Yes / No" type questions. So she took her seat in the examination hall and she just stared at the 
question paper for five minutes, and then in a fit of inspiration she takes her purse out, removes a coin and starts 
tossing the coin and marking the answer sheet "Yes" for Heads and "No" for Tails. 
 
Within half an hour she is finished, whereas the rest of the class is sweating it out. During the last few minutes, she 
is seen desperately throwing the coin, muttering and sweating. The examiner, who was alarmed, approached her 
and asked what is going on. She said, "I finished the exam in half an hour, but I'm rechecking my answers." And 
wouldn’t it be good if the people we try to share the Bible with rechecked it for themselves to make sure that what 
we are teaching is true? 
 
Let me ask you how do you know what I’m teaching is true? You see you can go home today and think to yourself 
that was a great lesson but never take the time to reflect and double check what I’ve preached with the word of 
God. We’ve had visitors to this congregation who have said they have really enjoyed the lesson and it was clear 
that God was speaking through me. But at the same time those very same people will not look into the Scriptures to 
see if that really is the case. 
 
We’ve had visitors come and go and agree with everything we teach but they won’t read the Bible for themselves 
and do what the Bible says. James 1:22-25 tells us, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 
Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in 
a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who 
looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, 
but doing it-he will be blessed in what he does.”  
 
James tells us that not only should we be reading the word of God but we really need to be doing what it says. 
Because if you don’t, in essence your just deceiving yourself. Your deceiving yourself into thinking you are 
something when your not. In other words don’t just talk the talk, but walk the walk. 
 
We all know lots of people who profess one thing but their lives reflect another. Don’t tell the world that you love 
God if you can’t be bothered to come and worship Him every week! Don’t tell the world you’re a Christian if all 
you do is get drunk and watch pornography on the TV! Don’t tell the world you really appreciate what Christ has 
done for you if all you do is live your live the way you did before you became a Christian! A Christian is a person 
who not only follows Christ but obeys Him. Because loved ones, there’s a world of difference between a person 
who struggles with sin and someone who just blatantly goes ahead and sins. 
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Now have you spotted the underlining problem with these trouble makers which Luke keeps referring to here in 
Acts? When it comes to preaching the word of God, those who believe humbly accept the message but those who 
don’t are filled with jealousy. 
 
In Acts 5 when the apostles were performing many miracles and a great number of people believed, Luke tells us in 
Acts 5:17 “Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled 
with jealousy”.  
 
When the apostles were in Antioch we see again that their preaching upset people and so Luke tells us in Acts 
13:45, “When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was 
saying”. And here again in Acts 17 Luke again reports that these people who were jealous stirred more jealousy 
among the unbelieving Jews of Thessalonica who journeyed to Berea and stirred up the multitudes.  
 
You see loved ones jealousy is one of those sins which prevents a person inheriting the kingdom of God. Galatians 
5:19-21 “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and 
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, 
orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God”.  
 
Jealousy is one of those sins which should have been put off at your baptism. Romans 13:13+14 “Let us behave 
decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in 
dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify 
the desires of the sinful nature.”    
 
For many years Sir Walter Scott was the leading literary figure in the British Empire. No one could write as well as 
he. Then the works of Lord Byron began to appear, and their greatness was immediately evident. Soon an 
anonymous critic praised his poems in a London Paper. He declared that in the presence of these brilliant works of 
poetic genius, Scott could no longer be considered the leading poet of England. It was later discovered that the 
unnamed reviewer had been none other than Sir Walter Scott himself! 
 
You see loved ones there is a clear distinction between jealousy and envy. To envy is to want something which 
belongs to another person. For example God says in Exodus 20:17, "You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbour." 
  
That’s envy but jealousy is the fear that something which we possess will be taken away by another person.  
Although jealousy can apply to our jobs, our possessions, or our reputations, the word more often refers to anxiety 
which comes when we are afraid that the affections of a loved one might be lost to a rival. We fear that our 
husband or wife, or perhaps our children, will be lured away by some other person who, when compared to us, 
seems to be more attractive, capable and successful. 
 
And that’s what’s happening here in Acts, whenever the apostles have any success and a multitude of people begin 
to listen to them; the unbelievers get filled with jealousy. They are so afraid that they will no longer be popular 
within the community. They are afraid that the apostles will take these believers away from them and their 
traditions. 
 
And so loved ones Luke tells us with the trouble coming from these jealous trouble makers, some of the brethren 
escorted Paul safely to the sea while Silas and Timothy continued at Berea. Then the brethren journeyed on to 
Athens with Paul and were asked by the apostle to send Silas and Timothy as soon as possible.  
 
So let me ask you, are you alive or dead today? How can you tell? Well one way you can tell is by reading the 
Bible for yourself like the Bereans did to see if what I’ve been teaching today is right or wrong. And that’s the 
challenge I want to leave you with today, please go home and read for yourself and check out everything I’ve 
taught today. And if you discover that I’ve taught something wrong then please let me know. 
 
But if you discover that I have taught truth, then please don’t just read it and forget about it. Do what it says, 
because God loves that attitude. 
 


