“Freedom”(26)

We left Paul and Silas in Philippi after the conversibthe very first European converts, Lydia and hersetold who
were added to the Lord’s churaihile looking around an auto dealer's showroom, a young cagde little
surprised by the price of a compact ¢ahey're almost the same price as a full-size dae!éxclaimed. The salesman
quickly replied,"But, you see, if you want economy, you have tofpayt."

What value do you put on thing¥®u see most of us place value in things that are wortteghing to us, whether it be
our homes, our cars or our possessiBaswhat value would you put on your family members Meguess all of us
would say that our families are priceless. Now whewk laround at our church family members and their faniilies
see people who are struggling with their eyesight, peolpteare struggling to walk and people with all sorts of
ailments. And | guess most of us are used to seeing\ms tmes that way because they have had those tElfoen
such a long time now.

But how would you react if they were suddenly healedhasé ailmentsWhat Luke records next is just that very thinc
but the reaction to the healing is interesting to saydahstActs 16:16-24 “Once when we were going to the place of
prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spinwbizh she predicted the future. She earned a grelbideaney
for her owners by fortune-telling. This girl followeddt and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are $srvhihe
Most High God, who are telling you the way to be savBde' kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so
troubled that he turned around and said to the spirithdmame of Jesus Christ | command you to come owrtsf h
At that moment the spirit left her. When the owndrthe slave girl realized that their hope of making nyomwas gone,
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into thestplace to face the authorities. They brought them édfer
magistrates and said, "These men are Jews, angr@wartg our city into an uproar by advocating customs unlafeful
us Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joinederattack against Paul and Silas, and the magistratesed
them to be stripped and beaten. After they had beenedgvlogged, they were thrown into prison, and tHerjavas
commanded to guard them carefully. Upon receiving such ottt them in the inner cell and fastened theirifieet
the stocks”.

Luke reported that the group went for prayer, possibly.dand this slave girl who was demon possessed followed
them crying out, These men are the servants of the Most High God,prtdaim to us the way of salvatiorNow
normally you would think that such an occurrence would be velpful in furthering the gospel, but Paul clearly did
not think so. After all, the people believed this girl cofoicetell the future and her masters made considerabli pro
in the process. But to accept the recommendation of dewmuldd have been to lend credence to anything else the
demon might have made her say, even lies. And so Pauuase demon by the authority of Jesus.

But look at the reaction of her mastefdfer Paul had healed her, they only saw one thing; sheytheir income
going right out the window. And so they grabbed Paul alad 8nd dragged them before the authorities in the
marketplace. And once again we see the mob rule anddfestrates had Paul and Silas beaten, cast iniortee
prison and their feet placed in stocks.

Now you would think that her masters would be gratefulitimatgirl was now demon freed and healed. But if your
values are in the wrong place and all you see an inemch@ot a human life. Then you won't place much value in
human life.

Now just let me share a few thoughts with you about Bedcenodern day psychics’ and fortune tellers etc.

Most psychics use a method calledld reading’and although | am no expert‘itold reading”in that I've never
performed one, the concept is simple enough to graspe bslychic” wants to reveal something about a person’s
past, he or she begins fishing for affirming nods or verfpaeaments from the one on whom theading” is being
conductedThen they continue along these lines, making very geset@ments, until they are satisfied they have
“revealed”something that would impress you, or at least earn theinrhoney.

Now these nods and slight body movements they loo&rodone unconsciously by those who are being read, bu
these guys are trained to look for thelrfew years ago a man namdnny Koremwas hired byMike Douglaswho
was a popular talk show host to bgknt” in his television audienc&oremis a magicianDouglas’guest was a
psychic. WherDouglasasked for a volunteer from the audien€eremvolunteered.
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The psychic performed‘aold reading”on Korem Douglasthen introduced&oremas a magician, and produced a
sealed envelope from his coat pocket. The envelope nedtaiprediction” of things the psychic would say about
Korem One man has described psychic&asorists of the mind.1f it is the future they are foretelling, their
predictions are vague enough to*héfilled” in any number of ways. One woman was told that hemiduld be
filled with song. Her daughter became a song leader mdagool.

Before | became a Christian | used to have a friehd uwsed Tarots cards and every time | went to visit him he
would read the cards for me. Now some of the things kevgzatie interesting but one thing which he said to me eve
time he read wasyou're going to get some money soaarid do you know what happened? He was right, every
second week | would receive my giro from the unemployro#ite.

| have often wondered how many of the speculative predgtioat fit in the realm of the fantastic, but haviedh
are ever revisited. Loved ones | am persuaded that therr@aychics, astrologers, fortune tellers, Ouiji boaand,
such like are an abomination to the Lord is that theperage people to place their confidence in someone or
something other than God and His will for their lives.

And if you look to the newspapers and read your horosgopée guilty of doing the same thing. The only place w
should be looking for guidance is in the Scriptufesalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light fo
my path”.And there’s no place on earth or in heaven that Godataguide you.

One of Funmi’s favourite Scriptures tells us just tRatalm 139:7-10 “Where can | go from your Spirit? Where car
flee from your presence? If | go up to the heavens, yothare; if | make my bed in the depths, you are theife. If
rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on theside of the sea, even there your hand will guide ey, ight hand
will hold me fast”.

Loved ones where are you looking for guidance? Back in tygwlhen ships sailed by compass and before model
navigational technology came along, some ships crossngttantic Ocean would have two separate compasses.
One was mounted on the deck so the steersman couldasekekieep the ship on course. The other was affixed to
very top of the mast. Periodically a sailor wouldisthe mast and check to make absolutely sure theyamere
course. Someone asked the Captaiy do you have two compasseské answered;This is an iron vessel. The
compass on the deck is often affected by its metalllosndings and could give an inaccurate reading. That is nc
the case with the one on the wooden masthead. Thabowe is not influenced by what is around it."

You see had God has blessed us with two compasses tgulieidpus. He has blessed us with a conscience, and tr
Bible. But our conscience is affected by our surroundingsgrthe way we have been taught or trained. The
conscience has a history of giving inaccurate readingbasl@lso blessed us with His Word, the Bible, and it is
given to us as the more reliable compass to guide ustibse big decisions of life are to be made.

Twice in theBook of Proverbdn chapter 14:1andchapter 16:25He says, There is a way that seemeth right unto .
man, but the end thereof are the ways of de#iha’sense this is God's way of telling s careful which compass
you rely on."If you rely on mediums or tea leaf readings etc, g@uelying on the wrong compass.

A way back in the Old Testament before God’s people eatitie Promised Land, God warned His people to stay
away from people like that and don't get involved with thkmd of sinful actsDeuteronomy 18:10-12 “Let no one
be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughtéeifire, who practices divination or sorcery, interpret
omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or waariedium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Aeyawho
does these things is detestable to the Lord, and becatiesefdetestable practices the Lord your God will dnite o
those nations before you”.

God said in_eviticus 20:27 ™A man or woman who is a medium or spirgreong you must be put to death. You at
to stone them; their blood will be on their own headdake no mistake about it loved ones, people who practice
these things or people who place their trust in thesgghwill not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Now Paul and Silas are in prison for doing good, but wieat éine doing is just amazing, they are rejoicigs
16:25-34 “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hyon@sd, and the other prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthgoakthe foundations of the prison were shaken. At
once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody'sislt@me loose. The jailer woke up, and when he saw the
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prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kiietifmecause he thought the prisoners had escaped.
Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all hefd® jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell tremglbefore
Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, W8ied must | do to be saved?" They replied, "Believihe
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-you and your householén fitey spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all
the others in his house. At that hour of the night aiilerjtook them and washed their wounds; then immegiae=|
and all his family were baptized. The jailer brought thetm his house and set a meal before them; he was Wi
joy because he had come to believe in God-he and higvidraily”.

Luke tells us that at midnight, while the other prisotistened to Paul and Silas singing and praying, a great
earthquake shook open all the prison doors and releagbdsdl bound in stocks. And believing his prisoners had
escaped, the Jailor prepared to kill himself rather them tleae torturous Roman judgment. But Paul stopped him b
crying out that they were all there and he should nahlamself. The jailor called for lights, leaped inhe tprison

in trembling fear, fell before Paul and Silas, brougbthtlout and askedSirs, what must | do to be saved?"

And loved ones the inspired response was the same ashemyconversion we find in th&ook of Acts The
guestions were similar but the response is always the.dawas the same in the beginning when Peter preached
the Jewish brethren on Pentecadstts 2:37-39 “When the people heard this, they were cuketbehart and said to
Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shallo¥e Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every orauof y
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of gms: And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spitit

It was the same on the Damascus road for the apgeestieActs 22:10 ""What shall | do, Lord?' | asked. " Get up,’
the Lord said, "and go into Damascus. There you wilblzkall that you have been assigned to dbhé jailor was
told, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be dayeu and your household&hd so Paul and Silas spoke
the word of the Lord to him so that faith could be produce

Because remember whHabmans 10:1feachesRomans 10:17 “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the
message, and the message is heard through the word daf"Gkmd so at the same hour of the night, he washed th
stripes, which is clear evidence of repentance. Imrtegiafterward, he and all the members of his househeté w
baptized just like Peter’'s audience did and just like puestde Paul himself did.

And so Luke tells us then, and only théme rejoiced, having believed in God with all his housdhdlhe jailor
and his household weren't saved just because they beli€leg.had to do something with that belief, they
needed to express that believe in action. Their action avidlow the commands which Paul and Silas gave
them and that was to be baptized into Christ for the forge®nétheir sins.

The rejoicing didn’t begin until after they had been baptis¢o Christ.Why? Because that was the point in
time when their sins were washed away and they entered imtav relationship with Christ Himself. And so the
church which meets at Philippi is beginning to grow thank&dd adding to their number.

And so Luke continues iActs 16:35-40 “When it was daylight, the magistrates Hegit officers to the jailer
with the order: "Release those men." The jailer toldlP&he magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be
released. Now you can leave. Go in peace." But Paditeahe officers: "They beat us publicly without a trial,
even though we are Roman citizens, and threw us into psahnow do they want to get rid of us quietly? NG
Let them come themselves and escort us out." The offiepated this to the magistrates, and when they hea
that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were athrirhey came to appease them and escorted them fi
the prison, requesting them to leave the city. After Radl Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's
house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged themthiéeleft.”

Luke tells us that the next morning, the magistrates sethiet prison to quietly release Paul and Silas. But the
apostle refused to go quiethyhy? Well one possibility is that Paul wanted the authoriteesealize even Roman
citizens had believed in Jesus. And remember that a Romé&d not be beaten and imprisoned without due
process of law.

And so it is possible that Paul had tried to stop tievipus day's actions by appealing to his citizenshtphieu
had been ignored. And now, he would only leave the jail iinthgistrates personally escorted him. And so
instead of being run out of town, they were asked to leBuebefore they went, they returned to Lydia's house
and encouraged the brethren there first before they bid fdrewell.
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You see loved ones in sense we’ve all been to Philippialeake Lydia had our hearts opened to respond to
the message which was proclaimed to us. We all hikkedemon possessed girl have been freed from the evil
things which dominated our lives. We all like the jailodhe purpose for living until someone came along an
shared with us a purpose for living. And we too liketladl saints in Philippi have been set free.

But is there a sin in your life which you need freedifols there a sin in your life which has got you chaimed t
the prison walls? Maybe your likeobbie Williamswho wrote a song calleétlake me Purebut at the end of
each verse he writeQh Lord make me pure, but not yeAre you like that?

Do you want God to help you take the power of that siaya but not yet? | love the film tHehawshank
Redemptiorand during the film a young man nameddy Dufresneenters the prison and makes a good friend
with a lifer namedRred And they are chatting away aftkdsays toAndy, ‘Prison does strange things to a man,
first you hate it, then you get used to it and if yoe laere long enough you learn to rely on it.”

You see loved ones, sin is just like that, oh when yot stated knowingly sinning you hated it, then you kind
of get used to it and now you rely on your sin to halp through the weeklamesdescribes how sin works in
our lives better than | ever caimmes 1:13-15 “When tempted, no one should say, "Geanigting me." For
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyonegltutone is tempted when, by his own evil desire
he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire Imagiged, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-
grown, gives birth to death”.

As the song writer Lewis E Jones writéd/ould you be free from the burden of sin? There's pawéhe blood,
power in the blood; Would you over evil a victory wihRere's wonderful power in the blood@here is power

in the blood loved ones, power to set people free froymbamdage. But the only way to receive that power is |
coming into contact with the precious blood of Christhia tvaters of baptism. Christ will wash all those sins
away if you will allow him too.

If you're already a Christian, Christ has and will caog to wash those sins away but you need to allow Him
do that by continually living a faithful life. You seevied ones freedom come in different forms.

In the film Braveheartthe battle is brewing for Northern England afidliam Wallacewith his family and
friends have decidedongshankshas crossed the line. The murderous ways won't be tdesatemore.
Fantastic era battles were fought and lost, betrayalslaception, payoff's and corruption abound, until
agreements between clans create turmoil and mistrustgahthe warriors. The Rightful King of Scotland is
betrayed and betrays as a result. Clan trust is\lggiiam Wallacecan no longer hold together what they knew
was rightfully theirs. And so rebellion and lies costs hiis life. And near the end of the film when Wallace is
in the gallows he says that famous word, one last tifreedom”.

When Christ died on the cross at Calvary, He sent a nleasage to all of heaven and Hell and everyone in-
between,Freedom’'What freedom has Christ got to give you tod@ye freedom which is rightfully yours, the
freedom from sin and the power of the devil in your life.



