“He opened our hearts.” (25)

We are continuing our study on tBeok of Actsthis morning and we are going to pick up the storddts 15 An
elderly man on the beach found a magic lamp. When hedubba genie appeared and told him he would grant hi
any wish. The man thought for a while and sdidly brother and | had a fight 20 years ago and haven't spsikee.
My wish is that he would finally forgive meThe genie clapped his hands, a bright light shot acresskih and then
he said;"Your wish has been granted’hen the genie saidyou know, most men would have asked for wealth anc
fame. But you only wanted the love of your brother. I®itause you are old and dyingHe man said;No way!

But my brother is, and he's worth £60 million."

And | guess the point of the story is that not all peapdepurely motivated by love for their family. Now reriser
that the church as we find it hereAnts 15is still in its infancy and so to avoid a major digisiwithin the baby
church, the apostles handled a particularly sensitive ignesincerning the Gentiles and their eating habits lagid t
way of life. But they did it with the motivation amsgirit of pure love for each other.

Acts 15:35-38 “But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, wtheseand many others taught and preached the
word of the Lord. Some time later Paul said to Bareatizet us go back and visit the brothers in all then®where
we preached the word of the Lord and see how they amg.ti@arnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, wi
them, but Paul did not think it wise to take him, becagskad deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continuec
with them in the work. They had such a sharp disagreetinainthey parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sal
for Cyprus.”

You see the apostle Paul knew the importance of agditeaching and encouragement for young churches. He
understood what it was like to be a baby, and so to avauhig these young converts to look after themselves, Pa
approached Barnabas about visiting the brethren in alities in which they had previously preached.

And if there is one lesson the church can learn ttug) it’s this, young converts need teaching and encourageme
I've withessed too many young converts left to their aewmices straight after their baptism and people are asking
why have they fallen away?

I'll tell you why they have fallen away; they haveréceived the next part 8fatthew 28:20Jesus sayslatthew
28:19+20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nationsjdyagtthem in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey eveangthhave commanded youwesus says teach them, baptis
them and teach them again.

And if you're a young convert you need to allow the teecbéthis congregation to teach you. Because you can b
many things as Christian but a strong Christian is soimg you cannot be without being taught. That’s one of the
reasons why Paul wanted to go back to these young con&adst seems from our text that Barnabas had a stron
desire to take his cousin, John Mark, on the journey bugdiore reason Paul did not want to go with John Mark.

Now why that is we’re not sure, possibly becauséaf 13:13where Luke tells us that John Mark left Paul and his
companions to return to Jerusalem. But both Paul and Barmadra so firm in their opinions, even to the point of
being provoked to anger, and so that they had to separate. thmk we should just say a few words about this
separation.

Even though they had a big dispute, even though they coalgrée with one another, even though they separatec
under the cloud of anger. This did not stop them from fogusn the good things about each other. So many time:
when we fall out with our brethren all we remembehes bad things about them.

What do you remember about those brethren who have dwityhe past? Why it is when we think of some peopl
we seem to forget all the good things they have done asgeve to remember the one bad thiigdl | think the
answer to that is in the worchoose. We choose to remember. Loved ones in a lot of waysnemories are a
choice. Paul chose to remember the good about Barnabas.

In fact Paul later used Barnabas as a good examplesafilom worked to support himself while preaching the gosp
He says inl Corinthians 9:6 “Or is it only | and Barnabas who mustkwor a living?’Paul also chose to remember
the good about John Mark.He described John Mark as ongvadaseful in ministry. He says inTimothy 4:11
“Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, Base he is helpful to me in my ministry.”
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But the point I'm trying to make is that despite of thaslg dispute between them all neither of them allothed
dispute to hinder the work of God. You see loved ones Gesddacreate disputes but He can certainly use disput
to further His cause. Luke tells us that God used the ésawgnt between these two great men of faith to produce
two teams to go in different directions with the gospet so Barnabas went with John Mark to Cyprus which
according toActs 4:36was his homeland.

Luke recorded back iActs 15:22 “Then the apostles and elders, with the whualect, decided to choose some of
their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul aah8&bas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and\8idas
men who were leaders among the brothers.”

It seems as though Paul took Silas, one of the leadamgamong the brethren at Jerusalem accordidgt®15:22
with him. And it appears he had to return from Jerusalernl_uke doesn't give us the details of how he and &etul
together. But as Barnabas and John Mark were heading afie direction with the gospel, Paul and Silas were
moving in another direction.

Acts 15:40+41 “But Paul chose Silas and left, commended dy titkers to the grace of the Lord. He went througt
Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churchddiey went through Syria and Cilicia to southern Galanid along the
way they strengthened the churches. And it whilst theya this journey that we are introduced to a young man
named Timothy.

Acts 16:1-5 “He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, whelisaple named Timothy lived, whose mother was a
Jewess and a believer, but whose father was a Griaelbrdthers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. Paul
wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circummhdige because of the Jews who lived in that area, fgr the
all knew that his father was a Greek. As they tradegllem town to town, they delivered the decisions reachetidoy
apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obelye 8burches were strengthened in the faith and grew de
in numbers.”

Now remember if\cts 14:9-20 Lystra was the place where the apostle Paul vaedtalmost to death. And that
alone might have discouraged some men from returningeMenyLuke told Theophilus that Paul and Barnabas
actually went back through the city as they were stherghg the churches at the end of their missionary fnd.

it's then that Paul returned again with Silas and diee a young convert with great potential. His name is
Timothy, whose mother was Eunice, he was a Jewish dowith a Greek father but more importantly he was high
recommended by the brethren.

Now the text tells us that because Timothy had beeedas a Jew but Paul had him circumci$&ty did he do
this? If circumcision in the flesh wasn’t importaat salvation anymore, why did Paul have him circumcis&df® |
believe that Paul answers that question for us@worinthians 9:20 “To the Jews | became like a Jew, haha
Jews. To those under the law | became like one undeawh@hough | myself am not under the law), so as to win
those under the law”.

The reason why Paul had Timothy circumcised was silgtause this robbed any contentious Jew of at least on
argument he might have thrown up in the apostle's faemue entered the synagogue to teach. And so Paul ther
with Timothy and Silas to carry the message from theting at Jerusalem to all the churches with which postée
had previously worked. In this way, he prepared them to férileopotential attacks of the Judaizers. And so
because Paul avoided another possibility of divisiomctiurches were strengthened in the faith and contioued t
grow in number.

Do you see how over and over again, if we just thinkuailadnat we're doing first, and think of the consequendes o
actions, we can avoid many troubléss 16:6-8 “Paul and his companions travelled throughoutethiem of

Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spinih fpoeaching the word in the province of Asia. When the
came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter BitAybut the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them totl&xy
passed by Mysia and went down to Troas.”

Just west of the cities in south Galatia was the Rgmawvince of Asia. Luke says Paul was forbidden by the/Hol
Spirit to enter that region to teach. Now this migdaténbeen done directly or through the agency of a prophet
inspired by the Spirit. Pauls saysAnts 20:23 “I only know that in every city the Holy Spwarns me that prison
and hardships are facing me.”
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And he also says iActs 21:10-11 “After we had been there a number of dagsyEhet named Agabus came down
from Judea. Coming over to us, he took Paul's belt, tiedwrshands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit
says, In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bindotlveer of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentlles.

Now how it happened is not really important, but oneghvwe do know is that wasn’t a part of God’s plan at this
point. Because as we will see in a few weeks, latécis 19 Paul did get his opportunity to preach in Asia and th
church grew there in a fine way, as is evidenced by the'd tatters irRevelation 2+3

But in the meantime Paul and those with him continuedotd their way along until they came to Mysia, whigas
at the northern border between Asia and Bithynia. The&yld have gone into Bithynia, but again the Spirit again
forbade them to go, so they turned westward to TroasitAnduring this time that Paul received a vision.

Acts 16:9-12 “During the night Paul had a vision of a man at&dlonia standing and begging him, "Come over to
Macedonia and help us." After Paul had seen the visiogolveeady at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding tt
God had called us to preach the gospel to them. From T®asitvout to sea and sailed straight for Samothrack, a
the next day on to Neapolis. From there we travebe@hilippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of thatrit

of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.”

Now they may not have understood why the Lord wouldn'txatltem to go to Asia. They may not have even
understood why the Lord wouldn't allow them to go to BithyBiat Paul and his company determined, after a vision
the apostle had in the night that the Lord wantechtttepreach in Macedonia. So, they immediately made
arrangements and set sail from Troas to SamothraaeNé&apolis and, finally, Philippi, which Luke descdlzes the
foremost city of that part of Macedonia, a colony."

And its here we’re introduced to a woman named Ly#lias 16:13+14 “On the Sabbath we went outside thegeity
to the river, where we expected to find a place of praMersat down and began to speak to the women who had
gathered there. One of those listening was a womasdaydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Tiinga
who was a worshiper of God.”

Now it was customarily to take ten Jewish heads of halde and form a synagogue within a community. But imere
Philippi, there was no synagogue, there was just a gralgwish women who met by the riverside for prayeul'®a
company joined the women on the Sabbath day and spdkenceind one of the women, whose name is Lydiaawas
seller of purple. Now this was an expensive purple dgelenof the murex shell and it was one of the most blgua
commodities of antiquity; and Lydia's engaging in traideuch a product surely indicates some considerableatapit

Now do you notice where Lydia’s home city Is@tlia's home city was ThyatirBlow you might wonder what’s so
significant about that®ell, Thyatira is in the province of Asia. And so etkaugh Paul had been forbidden by the
Lord to go to Asia personally, he actually got to teachadrits citizens.

Let me share with you some genuine instructions, whielang found on the labels of some products.
On a camerdThis only works with film inside."

On a packet of airline peanut®pen and eat contents."

On a chainsaw'Do not attempt to stop chain with hands."

On a bottle of milkshakeAfter opening, keep upright.”

On a steering-wheel lockkemove lock before driving."

Now the reason | shared them with you is to let koow that not all people have common sense. But conseose
has to be used when we read what Luke tells us Aete.16:14+16 “The Lord opened her heart to responcdids?
message. When she and the members of her householdapéized, she invited us to her home. "If you consideam
believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay ahouse." And she persuaded us.”

Luke doesn’t go into the details of Pauls’ message to Lydiadmmon sense tells us, like we saw a few weeks ago
that the central message of the gosp&l@orinthians 15:1-4, Now, brothers, | want to remind ybih@ gospel |
preached to you, which you received and on which yea taken your stand. By this gospel you are savgdyihold
firmly to the word | preached to you. Otherwise, youehbglieved in vain. For what | received | passed on tioagoof
first importance: that Christ died for our sins accaydimthe Scriptures, that he was buried, that he vigedran the
third day according to the Scriptures, and that he apptafster, and then to the Twelve.”
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Paul shared with Lydia the story about the death, lamé resurrection of Christ. And after God had harthepened
by hearing the words spoken by Paul. Lydia and other mermbkes household obeyed the spoken word by being
baptized But what was it in Paul's sermon that led themaalbé¢ baptised?

Romans 6:3-5 “Don't you know that all of us who weretibef into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We
were therefore buried with him through baptism into deatnder that, just as Christ was raised from the deadigh
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new lifevé have been united with him like this in his deaté,will
certainly also be united with him in his resurrectid?dul explained the importance of baptism in terms aoigoenited
with Christ.

In Galatians 3:26-2®aul says,You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesusafioof you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Chfisere is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor frede mar
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesuaul tells thesalatian Christians that they were all children of Ggd
faith.

But how did that happerifhappened because when they were baptized into Cheisettiered by faith into Christ
and clothed themselves with Christ so that there wasnger anything to divide them. In other words when Paul w
preaching to Lydia, he explained the whole story aboutéhéh, burial and resurrection of Christ and he exgdhin
what she needed to do to be right with God. Don't teltima¢ baptism isn’t important for a person’s salvation

Every single conversion we have recorded inBhek of Actshas the person or the people humbly submitting to Chi
in the waters of baptism. If people have not died toisé¢he waters of baptism, if they haven't beeniduliin the

waters of baptism, if people have not been raised éndife after coming out of the waters of baptismeitlthey are
undermining and totally missing the importance of the déaitel and resurrection of Jesus Christ Himself.

Lydia understood how the old covenant worked in relatogin but now she had her heart opened to the nevengnv
and she understood that to enter this new covenant WiiktShe needed to be baptised into Christ for theviemgss
of her sins. And so after Lydia and her household wededhto the Lord’s church, she then pleaded with Pauhend t
others to stay as guests in her house.

Now Paul may have hesitated because she was a singienyarhich seems to be indicated by reference thdese.
However, when she prefaced her request by saylingyu have judged me to be faithful to the LorBaul yielded.

And so loved ones here we have the first European dsreeChrist. Lydia didn’t wake up one morning and think 1
herself, I'll go down to the river and pray and I'll beo® a ChristianNo! God sent Paul to share the message with
her.

As Romans10:1Tells us,“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message hanaié¢ssage is heard through
the word of Christ”She heard the message of Christ through Paul and God dpamnieelrt to respond to the
message. Nobody wakes up in the morning and says I’'m gobegtone a Christian todayio! God sends His
people to share His message with other people and thepédths their hearts to respond.

That's what He did with me and that’s what He did with yida.opened Lydia’s heart, He opened my heart and H
opened your hearts. Let me challenge you to ask Gaehtby®ou people to share His message about the death, bt
and resurrection of Christ with.

Let me challenge you to ask God to open their hearsfmre to that message by being united with Christ’s death
burial and resurrection in the waters of baptism.



