“Persecution is worth it.” (22)

The last time we were together we left Paul and Bamahaking the dust from their feet after the Jewstidrs
stirred up trouble for them in Antioch. But while all tiias going on Luke informed us that gospel was being spre
all over the country. And so Paul and Barnabas leavsdins at Antioch very happy and full of the S@and

moved on to Iconium.

A schoolteacher injured his back and had to wear a plagtearcaind the upper part of his body. It fit under his shi
and wasn't noticeable at all. On the first day of émt still with the cast under his shirt, he found himas#igned

to the toughest students in school. Walking confidentty the rowdy classroom, he opened the window as wide a
possible and then busied himself with desk work. When agticeeze made his tie flap, he took the desk stapler:
stapled the tie to his chest. And as you can imagif@tieno trouble with discipline the rest of that scheah.

And | guess the point of the story is that there aneesoccupations where you would expect trouble and being a
schoolteacher is one of them. And if your name id BaBarnabas and your occupation is preaching the word of
God you can be sure that trouble isn’t very far behind fots 14:1-3 “At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went aslusua
into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so e#égcthat a great number of Jews and Gentiles belicat the

Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentildgaisoned their minds against the brothers. So PalBaméhbas
spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the, vano confirmed the message of his grace by enabigrg to
do miraculous signs and wonders.”

Let me ask you a question, when you go traveling amavtieat’s the first thing you check out firdifaybe you will
check out the local markets or theatres. Maybe yoldtk out the night life or the hotel you're booked into. I
many of you would check to see if there was a local egragion of the saints who meet in that city first?

You see every time an apostle of Christ went intoraaky, the first place they would go to is the localayogue, if that
city had one. And when Paul and Barnabas arrivécbimum they immediately went to the synagogue and seized up
an opportunity to preach. Now it's interesting thate.doesn’'t go into details with the exact words tlzatl Bnd
Barnabas spoke but he does let us know that the neessagrowerful enough to move a great multitude. Andvreeds
were so powerful it moved a multitude of people which casagrof both Jews and Gentiles, to the point of obéedien
belief.

But as always there are people who love nothing beitdéolrause trouble. Luke tells us there was a bunchwsf\dao
refused to obey the gospel and they did all they couldisop the thinking of the Gentile citizens, as weltlze
authorities. And so because of the trouble these Javged, Paul and Barnabas couldn’t do anymore in that city

But loved ones, a city is a big place and just beeame side of a city wasn’t working well, doesn’t neardlganean that
other areas within that same city are going to ees#me. And that's exactly what Paul and Barnabasheigd moved on
to another area within the city of Iconium and as fheyached, the Lord caused great miracles to be wbskdtem,
thereby confirming the words as being from Him. Agaimat we see happening here is the purpose of tlaelesrbeing
fulfilled.

Miracles were designed to confirm the word being predd¢tebrews 2:3+4 “How shall we escape if we ignore such a
great salvation? This salvation, which was firstcamted by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heardsod
also testified to it by signs, wonders and various misaealed gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according iwall”.

The miracles stood as a testimony of the preachemdsythe miracles proved that the preachers wordstwer and from
God Himself. Now | don’'t know about you but you can alwi@jlsvhen someone doesn't like you. Some people either
just ignore you all together or others will tell you to y@age. Some people like to spread lies about you butdise
popular way is for some people to cause trouble anyvegyddm. And that’s what's happening in Iconium, ¢hesuble
makers can't help themselves.

Acts 14:4-7 “The people of the city were divided; somedsidith the Jews, others with the apostles. Thereavpdest
afoot among the Gentiles and Jews, together withlda&lers, to mistreat them and stone them. But theyl founabout
it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and lieand to the surrounding country, where they contitmpdeach the
good news.”
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Luke tells us that the city continued to be divided into groups, those who obediently believed the preached avar
those who demonstrated their lack of belief by refusiobey. And it's those people who conspired to work palysic
harm on the preachers, even to the point of stoning.

Now loved ones when | was younger | got myself into afittouble to the point where many people wanted to betda
of me and beat me up. But | have never been iniatisih where people have been after me to kill me batinthst be a
terrifying ordeal for anyone to experience. And iéefound myself in that predicament the first tHingpuld do is
panic.That's why | take my hat of to those who sign up foratimeed forces, it takes courage to go to the fronialiveebe
shot at.

| was reading a story about one man who lived throughdMudr 2 and he say$,had a comparatively easy time in
World War 1. | did not go through any of the privatdis of men on ships in the Navy, of Marines at Guadsll, of
infantrymen everywhere. But | saw and felt enough tpathize with those men. And | learned one profounaditeston't
panic. Your car just broke down 27 miles from nowhere&H,\Wbu're on the ground, not at 12,000 feet. You'reémot
enemy territory. It's only Wisconsin. Lost your job? feneill be other jobsAnd you've known people who've been out
of work so long they can't remember what kind of wody'tie out of. What | got out of World War 1l, and I'natgful for
it, was a crash course in growing up. Over a lifetimméght have learned what | learned in that waryidéa But what |
and others got in a short span a half-century ago masdying appreciation for that everyday, ongoing mirdo&
resilience of the human spirit.”

My point is that you don’'t have to have been theldedm a lesson from it. The apostle Paul was well@wbwhat it
means to be persecuted, that’s why he could writestgauing friend Timothy and sayanTimothy 3:12 “In fact,
everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 3astll be persecuted.”

Now we weren't there but we can learn a lesson franekiperience of their persecution. Paul and Barrditiat hang
around while these people were out to kill them, theyad@n. They moved on and preached the gosgkina and
Derbe Just like they did at Antioch they shook the dust ftbemr feet with these trouble makers and went ttupes
new.

Loved ones just like we saw last week don't waist ymoe in a place you're not welcome anymore. Sometimehwie
we have to spend as much time as possible with soopdedaut loved ones; there are times when it’s not josthithe
trouble. Creating trouble is a troublemaker’s job dpsaon, that's what they do for a living, that's whiaey enjoy doing
the mostProverbs 24:1+2 “Do not envy wicked men, do not delse® tompany; for their hearts plot violence, and thei
lips talk about making trouble”.

When you come across people like that just do what Paldamébas did, move oActs 14:8-10 “In Lystra there sat a
man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth had never walked. He listened to Paul as he was spe&aul
looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to bddukand called out, "Stand up on your feet!" At ttfa, man jumped
up and began to walk.”

Luke tells us that Paul and Barnabas arrived at &ystinich was around 18 miles to the east of Iconium. Norember
what | said earlier usually they would check out thallsgnagogue when they arrived at a new city butraytoesn’t
have one. But what they did find was something winiak very familiar even to us today, a cripple.

This man had been crippled since birth and had nveaied. And it seems as though he paid close attetdithe words
of the apostle. And so Paul recognized that the manifeligved he could be healed through the Name of thes Jes
which Paul preached. And when Paul commanded him to steimig ¢eet, he leapt up and walked.

And notice also that this man had no money to pajafoealing.’Unlike the wealthy so calletiaith-healers’of today,
when Jesus or any of the apostles performed miracleiseateld people they did not do it for financial gain, tragim
had no moneyl Timothy 6:3-5 “If anyone teaches false doctrinesdoebs not agree to the sound instruction of our
Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, he is concaitddinderstands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in
controversies and quarrels about words that result in etnfg, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constaatién
between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbededfuth and who think that godliness is a means todian
gain”.

And | also want you to notice that Paul and Barnabasbadternative motives either for healing the mamibiical
times, miracles always had a worthy motive and sigme we donefor the purpose of personal elaboration.
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Though Jesus’ miracles established the validity ofdiisn of being the Son of God, that designation masassumed
out of personal interest. The reason that Jesus araptistles performed miracles was purely motivated byeafdo
man’s salvation. As we are about to see if Paul arddbas were after personal gain or praise the pegportunity
for them was about to arise.

Acts 14:11-14 “When the crowd saw what Paul had ddwes, $houted in the Lycaonian language, "The gods have
come down to us in human form!" Barnabas they callasZand Paul they called Hermes because he waséhe chi
speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just otitgiddty, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gatesse
he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to tHgum.when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard pofftaystore
their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting.”

Now the people of Lystra were very superstitious and iney saw the lame man walk, they concluded the gods he
come to be with them. And in their infinite wisdom tlago decided Barnabas wasus the‘patron god’of that area,
and Paul waslermeswho was called thgod of Eloquence’.

Now you be might wondering why Paul and Barnabas didoyt ttis straight away, well the simple answer to that
guestion is, they didn't know what was happening straigiatyasince the people spoke in the language of the
Lycaonians. It wasn't until they saw the priest whoved in the temple of Zeus on the road leading intaithe

bringing oxen with garlands on their heads to be se@difto the twaovisiting gods."It was then they realised what wa:
happening and so they tore their clothes and ran in arhergadwd shouting.

Acts 14:15-18 "Men, why are you doing this? We too alg men, human like you. We are bringing you good news,
telling you to turn from these worthless things to thimdj God, who made heaven and earth and sea and engrythi
them. In the past, he let all nations go their own.Wagt he has not left himself without testimony: Hses lshown
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in teasans; he provides you with plenty of food and fillsryo
hearts with joy." Even with these words, they hadditfy keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them”.

Now this text shows us they weren’t looking for self geabut they wanted to share the love of God with tieebning
them to salvation. They asked the people why they wouslidio a thing since they were mere mortals just like them
They pleaded with the people to turn from their empty ippng of idols to serve the true God. The true God who
was the creator of the universe. The true God who hagt#os, allowed man to ignorantly pursue his own path, evel
though God always provided mankind with good things, likedlmeand the harvest.

And Luke tells us that the speech was successful in stpgmnintended sacrifice. Now | don’t know about yoti bu
when | hear some people talking about Christians, ¢atbyis hypocrites. Now | find that very amusing in a lovays,
especially when these very same people deny the exesté@od in the first place. They say things likew can there
be a God with all this suffering going on in the world®\Han there be a God when my seven month old baby died
And they are all very quick to question God when bad thang$iappening.

But you never hear these same hypocrites safingk you God for my life and good health. Thank you Godlfighe
food and water you supply everyday. Matthew 5:45 “He @ahisesun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends ra
on the righteous and the unrighteous”.

These same hypocrites refuse to look around them and aglia@stionvhere does all this come frorRaul talks about
the same thing over Romans 1:18-25 “The wrath of God is being revealed fieaven against all the godlessness
and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by thededmness, since what may be known about God is plain to
them, because God has made it plain to them. For siaaeation of the world God's invisible qualities-hisretker
power and divine nature-have been clearly seen, leidgrstood from what has been made, so that men areutvitho
excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glotfiedas God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkenatiodgh they claimed to be wise, they became fools and
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images madmotolike mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles
Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desirebef hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of thedies
with one another. They exchanged the truth of God her, and worshiped and served created things ratheittlea
Creator-who is forever praised. Amen”.

Paul says these hypocrites have got no excuse for natgéanihe conclusion that there is God. Paul says pkopis
that there is a God but all they want to do is be igmoand create their own personal gods. Well loved ignesance
is no excuse and God will not take ignorance into account.
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Psalm 19:1-4 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the pkielaim the work of his hands. Day after day thayp
forth speech; night after night they display knowledger&lis no speech or language where their voice is nat.hea
Their voice goes out into all the earth, their word$ieends of the worldThe truth of the matter is these same
hypocrites don't like to be reminded that there is a @wilthey are going persecute our efforts.

Now I don’t know how true this is because thankfully Véhaever experienced it but seemingly when a badtgs bi
you, experts say that it won't let go until it heatsoae breakWell in a lot of ways these people who have caused P«
and Barnabas a lot of trouble are continually followimgnt around and they won't stop until Paul is dead.

Luke continues iM\cts 14:19+2@nd tells us;Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and tle crowd
over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside thetuitking he was dead. But after the disciples hadegath
around him, he got up and went back into the city”.

Luke tells us that these hostile Jews from Antiochlaadium soon came to Lystra and persuaded the peoplen® st
Paul. And so they dragged his seemingly lifeless bodydautise city, thinking he was dead. And | think that e

did was just incredible. Luke says that the disciples gadhamound him, perhaps in mourning and the next thing yoL
know Paul's back up on his feet antlat does he do?

He walked straight back into the city, spent the nightetland left the next morning with Barnabas. Nowd fimat
incredible because if that was me, | would be looking fondagest horse to take me as far away from there as
possible. But Paul decided he had unfinished business nd &tend stayed another night but he wasn't finished in
that city as we are about to read.

Acts 14:21-23 “The next day he and Barnabas left fab&eT hey preached the good news in that city and viarge
number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystranilem and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and @agmng
them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through nangiships to enter the kingdom of God," they said. Paul &
Barnabas appointed elders for them in each churchwatfioprayer and fasting, committed them to the Lordyfom
they had put their trust”.

Paul and Barnabas travelled some 60 miles to theéoethst city of Derbe, which was on the eastern mige ef
Roman Galatia. And it seems here atleast their gessas well received because they won a large numloksaibles
over the Lord. And thewhat did they do?

They returned to the very cities where they were recewilog of persecution. But they went back to Lystra,
Iconium and Antioch for a reason. And that reason wasgde the brethren to remain faithful in spite of the
persecution which was sure to come and to choose menhrcigato serve as elders in the church. Now
obviously, their appointment was intended to help strengtiechurch since Paul and Barnabas also prayed ar
fasted with them while urging them to rely on the Lardvhom they had placed their trust.

Now | know this doesn’'t apply to you guys but when yoursupported full time evangelism like | am, you have
to write update letters to all your supporters. And It every month; in fact some of you receive my monthly
update letters. But what | do is report to everyone abothelvork we do here as a congregation and | keep
everyone updated with how the work is going and how the satiiéseat Barr are doing.

Now | say all that to let you know that this is not a ndea, it comes right out of God’s employment handbimok
mission workers reports. Luke tells usfints 14:24-28 “After going through Pisidia, they camt® iPamphylia, and
when they had preached the word in Perga, they went tiowttalia. From Attalia they sailed back to Antipabhere
they had been committed to the grace of God for thix they had now completed. On arriving there, they gathigre
church together and reported all that God had done thrbeghdnd how he had opened the door of faith to the
Gentiles. And they stayed there a long time withdiseiples.”

Paul and Barnabas retraced their steps all the way baahktimchA, where they had first been separated to the wa
And when they returned there, they got the whole churchsenasle and related to them all God had
accomplished on their journey. And | want you to notice itwportant components about report recording.

First of all, they wanted the whole church to know what hazhlione because they were the ones who sent the
on this mission trip in the first place. And that’'s whay did; they gave them an honest report of all the good
things and the things which needed more prayer.



5

Thesecondhing which | believe is highly important; they gave Godladl credit. There is none of thisok how
wonderful I am’,'l have done thi@ndl have done that&nd’‘l managed to open this door to share the gospel witl
someone’No loved ones, there is o in ‘self’. ‘I’ didn’t do anything, God did it all and so we should give Goc
the credit where credit is due.

And so Paul and Barnabas finished their reports and stayadyfood while with the brethren in Antioch. We havi
a message to take to our friends and family and the padydive in this community loved ones. And the
message is simple; if you want to become a Christiannyost be willing to face persecution. Anyone who has
ever said,become a Christian and your life will be so much easeeg’telling you a lie.

Just ask Paul and Barnabas and they will tell you that péisa is very real. But they will also tell you thaeth
persecution they received was worth it because many sooile came to Christ.



