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“Persecution is worth it.” (22) 
 
The last time we were together we left Paul and Barnabas shaking the dust from their feet after the Jewish leaders 
stirred up trouble for them in Antioch. But while all this was going on Luke informed us that gospel was being spread 
all over the country. And so Paul and Barnabas leave the saints at Antioch very happy and full of the Spirit and 
moved on to Iconium. 
 
A schoolteacher injured his back and had to wear a plaster cast around the upper part of his body. It fit under his shirt 
and wasn't noticeable at all. On the first day of the term, still with the cast under his shirt, he found himself assigned 
to the toughest students in school. Walking confidently into the rowdy classroom, he opened the window as wide as 
possible and then busied himself with desk work. When a strong breeze made his tie flap, he took the desk stapler and 
stapled the tie to his chest. And as you can imagine he had no trouble with discipline the rest of that school term. 
 
And I guess the point of the story is that there are some occupations where you would expect trouble and being a 
schoolteacher is one of them. And if your name is Paul or Barnabas and your occupation is preaching the word of 
God you can be sure that trouble isn’t very far behind you. Acts 14:1-3 “At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual 
into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed. But the 
Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. So Paul and Barnabas 
spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to 
do miraculous signs and wonders.”  
 
Let me ask you a question, when you go traveling anywhere what’s the first thing you check out first? Maybe you will 
check out the local markets or theatres. Maybe you’ll check out the night life or the hotel you’re booked into. But how 
many of you would check to see if there was a local congregation of the saints who meet in that city first? 
 
You see every time an apostle of Christ went into a new city, the first place they would go to is the local synagogue, if that 
city had one. And when Paul and Barnabas arrived in Iconium, they immediately went to the synagogue and seized upon 
an opportunity to preach.  Now it’s interesting that Luke doesn’t go into details with the exact words that Paul and 
Barnabas spoke but he does let us know that the message was powerful enough to move a great multitude. And their words 
were so powerful it moved a multitude of people which comprised of both Jews and Gentiles, to the point of obedient 
belief.  
 
But as always there are people who love nothing better but to cause trouble. Luke tells us there was a bunch of Jews who 
refused to obey the gospel and they did all they could to poison the thinking of the Gentile citizens, as well as the 
authorities. And so because of the trouble these Jews caused, Paul and Barnabas couldn’t do anymore in that city. 
 
But loved ones, a city is a big place and just because one side of a city wasn’t working well, doesn’t necessarily mean that 
other areas within that same city are going to be the same. And that’s exactly what Paul and Barnabas did, they moved on 
to another area within the city of Iconium and as they preached, the Lord caused great miracles to be worked by them, 
thereby confirming the words as being from Him. Again what we see happening here is the purpose of the miracles being 
fulfilled. 
 
Miracles were designed to confirm the word being preached. Hebrews 2:3+4 “How shall we escape if we ignore such a 
great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. God 
also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will”.  
 
The miracles stood as a testimony of the preachers words, the miracles proved that the preachers words were true and from 
God Himself. Now I don’t know about you but you can always tell when someone doesn’t like you. Some people either 
just ignore you all together or others will tell you to your face. Some people like to spread lies about you but the most 
popular way is for some people to cause trouble anyway they can. And that’s what’s happening in Iconium, these trouble 
makers can’t help themselves. 
 
Acts 14:4-7 “The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles. There was a plot 
afoot among the Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. But they found out about 
it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country, where they continued to preach the 
good news.”  
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Luke tells us that the city continued to be divided into two groups, those who obediently believed the preached word and 
those who demonstrated their lack of belief by refusing to obey. And it’s those people who conspired to work physical 
harm on the preachers, even to the point of stoning.  
 
Now loved ones when I was younger I got myself into a lot of trouble to the point where many people wanted to get a hold 
of me and beat me up. But I have never been in a situation where people have been after me to kill me but that must be a 
terrifying ordeal for anyone to experience. And if I ever found myself in that predicament the first thing I would do is 
panic. That’s why I take my hat of to those who sign up for the armed forces, it takes courage to go to the front line and be 
shot at. 
 
I was reading a story about one man who lived through World War 2 and he says, “I had a comparatively easy time in 
World War II. I did not go through any of the private hells of men on ships in the Navy, of Marines at Guadalcanal, of 
infantrymen everywhere. But I saw and felt enough to empathize with those men. And I learned one profound lesson: don't 
panic. Your car just broke down 27 miles from nowhere? Well, you're on the ground, not at 12,000 feet. You're not in 
enemy territory. It's only Wisconsin. Lost your job? There will be other jobs. And you've known people who've been out 
of work so long they can't remember what kind of work they're out of. What I got out of World War II, and I'm grateful for 
it, was a crash course in growing up. Over a lifetime I might have learned what I learned in that war. Maybe. But what I 
and others got in a short span a half-century ago was an undying appreciation for that everyday, ongoing miracle, the 
resilience of the human spirit.” 
 
My point is that you don’t have to have been there to learn a lesson from it. The apostle Paul was well aware of what it 
means to be persecuted, that’s why he could write to his young friend Timothy and say in 2 Timothy 3:12 “In fact, 
everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
 
Now we weren’t there but we can learn a lesson from the experience of their persecution. Paul and Barnabas didn’t hang 
around while these people were out to kill them, they moved on. They moved on and preached the gospel in Lystra and 
Derbe. Just like they did at Antioch they shook the dust from their feet with these trouble makers and went to pastures 
new. 
 
Loved ones just like we saw last week don’t waist your time in a place you’re not welcome anymore. Sometimes we think 
we have to spend as much time as possible with some people but loved ones; there are times when it’s not just worth the 
trouble. Creating trouble is a troublemaker’s job description, that’s what they do for a living, that’s what they enjoy doing 
the most. Proverbs 24:1+2 “Do not envy wicked men, do not desire their company; for their hearts plot violence, and their 
lips talk about making trouble”. 
 
When you come across people like that just do what Paul and Barnabas did, move on. Acts 14:8-10 “In Lystra there sat a 
man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and had never walked. He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul 
looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed and called out, "Stand up on your feet!" At that, the man jumped 
up and began to walk.”  
 
Luke tells us that Paul and Barnabas arrived at Lystra, which was around 18 miles to the east of Iconium. Now remember 
what I said earlier usually they would check out the local synagogue when they arrived at a new city but Lystra doesn’t 
have one. But what they did find was something which was very familiar even to us today, a cripple. 
 
This man had been crippled since birth and had never walked. And it seems as though he paid close attention to the words 
of the apostle. And so Paul recognized that the man fully believed he could be healed through the Name of the Jesus 
which Paul preached. And when Paul commanded him to stand on his feet, he leapt up and walked.  
 
And notice also that this man had no money to pay for ‘a healing.’ Unlike the wealthy so called “faith-healers” of today, 
when Jesus or any of the apostles performed miracles and healed people they did not do it for financial gain, this man 
had no money. 1 Timothy 6:3-5 “If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in 
controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant friction 
between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial 
gain”.  
 
And I also want you to notice that Paul and Barnabas had no alternative motives either for healing the man. In Biblical 
times, miracles always had a worthy motive and signs were not done for the purpose of personal elaboration.  
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Though Jesus’ miracles established the validity of His claim of being the Son of God, that designation was not assumed 
out of personal interest. The reason that Jesus and the apostles performed miracles was purely motivated by a love for 
man’s salvation. As we are about to see if Paul and Barnabas were after personal gain or praise the perfect opportunity 
for them was about to arise. 
 
Acts 14:11-14 “When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, "The gods have 
come down to us in human form!" Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief 
speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because 
he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore 
their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting.”  
 
Now the people of Lystra were very superstitious and when they saw the lame man walk, they concluded the gods had 
come to be with them. And in their infinite wisdom they also decided Barnabas was Zeus, the ‘patron god’ of that area, 
and Paul was Hermes who was called the ‘god of Eloquence’. 
 
Now you be might wondering why Paul and Barnabas didn’t stop this straight away, well the simple answer to that 
question is, they didn’t know what was happening straight away, since the people spoke in the language of the 
Lycaonians. It wasn’t until they saw the priest who served in the temple of Zeus on the road leading into the city 
bringing oxen with garlands on their heads to be sacrificed to the two "visiting gods." It was then they realised what was 
happening and so they tore their clothes and ran in among the crowd shouting.  
 
Acts 14:15-18 "Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you good news, 
telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in 
them. In the past, he let all nations go their own way. Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown 
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your 
hearts with joy." Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them”. 
 
Now this text shows us they weren’t looking for self praise but they wanted to share the love of God with them to bring 
them to salvation. They asked the people why they would do such a thing since they were mere mortals just like them. 
They pleaded with the people to turn from their empty worshipping of idols to serve the true God. The true God who 
was the creator of the universe. The true God who had for years, allowed man to ignorantly pursue his own path, even 
though God always provided mankind with good things, like the rain and the harvest.  
 
And Luke tells us that the speech was successful in stopping the intended sacrifice. Now I don’t know about you but 
when I hear some people talking about Christians, they call us hypocrites. Now I find that very amusing in a lot of ways, 
especially when these very same people deny the existence of God in the first place. They say things like, how can there 
be a God with all this suffering going on in the world? How can there be a God when my seven month old baby died? 
And they are all very quick to question God when bad things are happening. 
 
But you never hear these same hypocrites saying, thank you God for my life and good health. Thank you God for all the 
food and water you supply everyday. Matthew 5:45 “He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain 
on the righteous and the unrighteous”. 
 
These same hypocrites refuse to look around them and ask the question where does all this come from? Paul talks about 
the same thing over in Romans 1:18-25 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness 
and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-his eternal 
power and divine nature-have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without 
excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies 
with one another. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the 
Creator-who is forever praised. Amen”.  
 
Paul says these hypocrites have got no excuse for not coming to the conclusion that there is God. Paul says people know 
that there is a God but all they want to do is be ignorant and create their own personal gods. Well loved ones ignorance 
is no excuse and God will not take ignorance into account. 
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Psalm 19:1-4 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour 
forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.” The truth of the matter is these same 
hypocrites don’t like to be reminded that there is a God and they are going persecute our efforts. 
 
Now I don’t know how true this is because thankfully I have never experienced it but seemingly when a badger bites 
you, experts say that it won’t let go until it hears a bone break. Well in a lot of ways these people who have caused Paul 
and Barnabas a lot of trouble are continually following them around and they won’t stop until Paul is dead. 
 
Luke continues in Acts 14:19+20 and tells us, “Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd 
over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. But after the disciples had gathered 
around him, he got up and went back into the city”.  
 
Luke tells us that these hostile Jews from Antioch and Iconium soon came to Lystra and persuaded the people to stone 
Paul. And so they dragged his seemingly lifeless body outside the city, thinking he was dead. And I think that what he 
did was just incredible. Luke says that the disciples gathered around him, perhaps in mourning and the next thing you 
know Paul’s back up on his feet and what does he do? 
 
He walked straight back into the city, spent the night there and left the next morning with Barnabas. Now I find that 
incredible because if that was me, I would be looking for the nearest horse to take me as far away from there as 
possible. But Paul decided he had unfinished business to attend to and stayed another night but he wasn’t finished in 
that city as we are about to read. 
 
Acts 14:21-23 “The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. They preached the good news in that city and won a large 
number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and encouraging 
them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said. Paul and 
Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom 
they had put their trust”.  
 
Paul and Barnabas travelled some 60 miles to the east to the city of Derbe, which was on the eastern most edge of 
Roman Galatia. And it seems here atleast their message was well received because they won a large number of disciples 
over the Lord. And then what did they do? 
 
They returned to the very cities where they were receiving a lot of persecution. But they went back to Lystra, 
Iconium and Antioch for a reason. And that reason was to urge the brethren to remain faithful in spite of the 
persecution which was sure to come and to choose men in each city to serve as elders in the church. Now 
obviously, their appointment was intended to help strengthen the church since Paul and Barnabas also prayed and 
fasted with them while urging them to rely on the Lord in whom they had placed their trust. 
 
Now I know this doesn’t apply to you guys but when you’re in supported full time evangelism like I am, you have 
to write update letters to all your supporters. And I do that every month; in fact some of you receive my monthly 
update letters. But what I do is report to everyone about all the work we do here as a congregation and I keep 
everyone updated with how the work is going and how the saints at Great Barr are doing. 
 
Now I say all that to let you know that this is not a new idea, it comes right out of God’s employment handbook for 
mission workers reports. Luke tells us in Acts 14:24-28 “After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, and 
when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where 
they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. On arriving there, they gathered the 
church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the 
Gentiles. And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.”  
 
Paul and Barnabas retraced their steps all the way back to Antioch, where they had first been separated to the work. 
And when they returned there, they got the whole church to assemble and related to them all God had 
accomplished on their journey. And I want you to notice two important components about report recording. 
 
First of all, they wanted the whole church to know what had been done because they were the ones who sent them 
on this mission trip in the first place. And that’s what they did; they gave them an honest report of all the good 
things and the things which needed more prayer. 
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The second thing which I believe is highly important; they gave God all the credit. There is none of this ‘look how 
wonderful I am’, ‘I have done this and I have done that’ and ‘I managed to open this door to share the gospel with 
someone’. No loved ones, there is no ‘I’  in ‘self’ . ‘I’  didn’t do anything, God did it all and so we should give God 
the credit where credit is due. 
 
And so Paul and Barnabas finished their reports and stayed for a good while with the brethren in Antioch. We have 
a message to take to our friends and family and the people who live in this community loved ones. And the 
message is simple; if you want to become a Christian you must be willing to face persecution. Anyone who has 
ever said, ‘become a Christian and your life will be so much easier’ are telling you a lie. 
 
Just ask Paul and Barnabas and they will tell you that persecution is very real. But they will also tell you that the 
persecution they received was worth it because many more souls came to Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 


