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“We have more than life in Jesus.” (20) 
 
The last time we were together we saw that John used the word, ‘witness’ or ‘testify’  eight times in one form or 
another in 1 John 5:6-10. And if you remember he focused on the witnesses’ evidence. But today he is going to use 
the closely related word ‘testimony’ again here in 1 John 5:11-13 today. But this time he is going to focus on the 
content of the witnesses. So what is the "content" of God's testimony concerning His Son?  In other words, what has 
God declared? And what does John say about these things? 
 
Before we start to answer those questions let me tell you about a young sergeant who was in the army, he discovered 
that he had no change when he was about to buy a soft drink form a vending machine. He stopped a passing private 
and asked him "Do you have change for a pound?" The private said cheerfully, "I think so. Let me check." The 
lieutenant drew himself up stiffly and said, "Soldier, that's no way to address an officer. We'll start all over again. Do 
you have change for a pound?" The private came to attention, saluted smartly, and said, "Sir, No, sir!" 
 
And I guess the point is unlike the private who changed his answer because of the sergeant’s attitude; our God tells us 
plainly what He wants to give us. 1 John 5:11-13 “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these 
things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life”.  
 
John tells us that God has given us more than life; He has given us eternal life. Let me ask you, do you have eternal 
life now or are you hoping for eternal life in the future? Now I know that sounds like a trick question but it isn’t. 
Because I want you to notice something about this eternal life which John talks about here in our text today. Because 
too many Christians live as though eternal life is something we are only going to posses in the future. 
 
Now in terms of hope this is correct, we all hope for eternal life. But John says this eternal life is more than hope, it is 
something which all Christians already possess here and now. When John uses the term eternal life here, he is using it 
in the present tense. Listen again to what John says. 
 
He says in verse 11, "God has given us eternal life" He doesn’t say He will give us eternal life but He has already 
given us eternal life. He says in verse 12, "He who has the Son has eternal life" Again he doesn’t say you will have 
eternal life but he says, if you’ve got Jesus you already have eternal life. And finally in verse 13, he says, “that you 
may know that you have eternal life." 
 
You see the point is this, eternal life is not just something to hope for in the future it is also something that all 
Christians possess now. Now please don’t misunderstand me here, the Bible authors do talk about eternal life in the 
future. 
 
For example the apostle Paul uses the term eternal life in the future tense in Romans 2:6+7. “God "will give to each 
person according to what he has done." To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and 
immortality, he will give eternal life”. Paul uses it again in the future tense when he writes to Titus, in Titus 1:2, “A 
faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning 
of time.” 
 
But the point I am trying to make is this, sometimes the words eternal life are used in both tenses, present and future 
tenses. Remember John begun his letter in 1 John 1:2 by referring to Jesus as "that eternal life". And he’s going to 
end his letter in 1 John 5:20 by describing eternal life as “knowing Him who is true and being in Him who is true.” So 
John is saying that the testimony of God is this, He has given us "eternal life", a quality of life based upon fellowship 
with Deity. 
 
Now you might ask why is this important for us to understand? Well it is important for us to understand because it 
prevents us from being too legalistic. We don’t and cannot earn eternal life; it is a gift from God to those who are 
obedient to Him. You can be a good person, who does lots of good things for people. And there are lots of people in 
the world just like that aren’t there? 
 
People who have no faith at all can be good people and do lots of good things. My mum and dad are good people who 
would bend over back words to do anything for anybody. And I’m sure you know many people just like that. I’m also 
sure that we all know lots of people who have a great faith in God but don’t do any good deeds. But your faith and 
deeds need to go together; you can’t have one without the other. 
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James tells us in James 2:14-20 “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can 
such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, "Go, I 
wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, 
faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show 
me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. You believe that there is one God. Good! 
Even the demons believe that-and shudder. You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is 
useless?” 
 
You might even say that I believe that there is a God, that’s enough to get eternal life. Well again as James has just 
told us in James 2:19, “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-and shudder.” Do you 
see the problem? Being a good person isn’t the problem. A person with great faith alone isn’t the problem. The 
problem isn’t our good deeds, our problem is the same problem which we all had and that is sin. Romans 6:23 “For 
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
 
People can’t deal with their sin problem on their own, and people can’t earn eternal life on their own. So where does 
a person find this "eternal life"?  Well that’s John’s second point as he continues with God’s own testimony. 1 John 
5:11-12 “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”  
 
John says eternal life is only found in one Name, Jesus Christ. Jesus said in John 17:3 “Now this is eternal life: that 
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” Jesus says if you know Him and 
know God, then you have eternal life. Jesus also said in John 10:10 that he came to give life to the full. Peter himself 
confessed in John 6:68 that Jesus was the only One who had the words of eternal life. The apostle Paul wrote that all 
spiritual blessings, of which eternal life is one, are found only in Jesus Christ in Ephesians 1:3. 
 
There was a man who was on Mastermind one evening and his specialised subject was football and so the first 
question was this, “What is the term used when the football is kicked to a fellow player on your side?” And he 
thought for a moment and said, “I don’t know, pass.” And the host of Mastermind said, “Correct.” 
 
So what does this tell us about where we find eternal life? Well unlike the man on Mastermind the answer is quite 
obvious isn’t it? It is only in Jesus that eternal life can be found, and if anyone wishes to have eternal life, they must 
be in Jesus! But as always there are two sides to every coin. If eternal life can only be found in Jesus Christ, then it is 
also obvious that anyone who doesn’t posses Jesus doesn’t have this eternal life which we have been talking about. 
 
Now those are Jesus’ words not mine. He says in John 14:6 “Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” When Peter is speaking to the rulers and elders of the Jews in Acts 
4, he says in verse 12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved."  
       
And so as harsh as this may sound, anyone who remains outside of Christ has no hope for eternal life in either sense 
of the term. Those who are not yet Christians, those who are not yet in Christ have a choice. They can rely on their 
own ideas about how to attain eternal life. They can rely on their own good deeds to attain eternal life. Or they can 
obey the gospel of Christ in humble obedience to God’s will. 
 
You see God doesn’t want anyone to miss out in this eternal life. 2 Peter 3:9 tells us that, “The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.” 1 Timothy 2:3-4 “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to 
be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” God wants every single human being to have eternal life in His 
Son. 
 
And I have spoken to many people from many different faiths and I always like to ask this question, if you die today 
will you go to heaven? I remember studying with a Jehovah’s Witness one time and he was explaining to me his hope 
for the future. He said that he might if he is good enough get to live here on the earth when the end of the world 
comes. I said to him that, that is one of the saddest faiths I have ever heard. 
 
All that faith, all those good deeds, for what?  In the hope that you are good enough. You see the reason they do a lot 
of door knocking is because they have too, its part of their climbing the spiritual ladder so to speak. You see loved 
ones, nobody is good enough, and nobody will ever be good enough. 
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We don’t do goods deeds for the hope of eternal life; we do good deeds because of our eternal life. Even among some 
of our own brethren there seems to be a lot of confusion concerning eternal life. You can ask some Christians if they 
have eternal life and some will say, “I hope so.” Well listen loved ones Jesus Christ didn’t die a horrific death on the 
cross so that we can say “I hope so.” 
 
What did Jesus says just before He gave up His spirit and died on the cross? According to John 19:30, He said three 
words. “It is finished.” In other words everything to do with our sin problem was dealt with at Calvary. Everything to 
do with our present and future hope was dealt with. We don’t have to wonder or worry about if we possess eternal life 
because Jesus Christ took care of it all at Calvary. 
 
And that’s John’s final point concerning eternal life. And loved ones I hope and pray that we can just grasp this point 
with all our hearts. 1 John 5:13-14 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you 
may know that you have eternal life.” If you have ever wondered why John wrote this letter, this is it. 
 
John wrote it because they needed to know back then just as much as we to know today that we are saved. He doesn’t 
want us just to hope that we are saved, he wants us to know for certain that we are saved. John’s whole letter is all 
about knowing. 
 
He says in 1 John 2:3 "Now by this we know that we know Him." He says in 1 John 2:5 "By this we know that we are 
in Him." He also says in 1 John 3:14 that "We know we have passed from death to life." Again he says in 1 John 
3:19, "And by this we know that we are of the truth." He says in 1 John 3:24 "And by this we know that He lives in 
us." In 1 John 4:13, he says, "By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us."  
 
All the way through this great little letter John assures us not to worry about eternal life. He says if we have done this 
and are doing that and continuing in Him we can know for certain that we have eternal life, not only in the future but 
also here and now. 
 
So let me ask you this morning, do you have eternal life? Do you know for certain that you have eternal life? And 
please remember we’re not being conceited or bragging about having eternal life because it is God who gives it. We 
know we have eternal life because of the testimony of God Himself. 
 
John says, we can all know we have eternal life if we keep the commandments of Jesus as John says in 1 John 2:3+4. 
We can all know we have eternal life if we keep His words as John says in 1 John 2:5. We can all know we have 
eternal life if we love our brethren according to 1 John 3:14. We can all know we have eternal life if we believe what 
the Spirit has revealed about such things. 1 John 3:24; 4:13. We can all know we have eternal life if we have 
confessed Jesus to be the Son of God like John says in 1 John 4:15. We can all know we have eternal life if we 
believe that Jesus is the Christ according to 1 John 5:1. And so when we take all these knowing and beliefs together 
we can truly know with certainty that we have eternal life. 
 
Harry Ironside stated that salvation was like Noah inviting a pagan in his day to place his trust in God's Word and 
come in to the ark. Some view salvation like Noah offering to put a peg on the outside of the ark. "If you just hang on 
through the storm, you'll be saved." But he goes on to say that “salvation is not dependent on our holding on to God, 
but on our being securely held by and in Christ”.  
 
1 John 5:20 “We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him 
who is true. And we are in him who is true-even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.” You see 
loved ones, John was writing to these early Christians and his words still have a lot of meaning for us today. He says 
in 1 John 5:13 “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 
have eternal life.” John wanted his readers and us to continue to believe in the Name of Jesus. 
 
The same Jesus which John wrote about in his gospel when he said concerning Jesus Christ in John 20:30+31. 
“Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name.”  
 
You see it is my prayer that all who are here today and all the people that I meet know that they too can possess 
eternal life not just in the future but also here and now. Loved ones do you truly know that you have "eternal life"? 
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If you are a Christian this morning, then it is my prayer that you will listen to the testimony of God and accept it and 
continue living in it. And come to the realisation that God has given us more than life in Christ, He has given us 
eternal life in Christ, for the here and now. If you’re not a Christian this morning, it’s my prayer that you will believe 
the claims of Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus says in John 8:24 “I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am [the one I claim to 
be], you will indeed die in your sins." Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, who came in the flesh 
and died for our sins? Are you willing to obey and keep the commands of Jesus? 
 
Like the commands of Mark 16:15+16 where He commands, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” You see 
loved ones it is only by being obedient to His commands that a person can truly get in Christ. Galatians 3:26+27 
“You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ.”  
 
To attain eternal life here and now and in the future, a person first needs to get in Christ, a person needs to be 
baptised into Christ. Because remember the problem is not about how good you are or how poor or great your faith is. 
The problem is one of sin. A person needs to respond in the same manner as the first Christians did when they wanted 
to know what they must do to fix their sin problem. 
 
Peter ends his sermon by saying to the Jews in Acts 2:36+37 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has 
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart 
and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?"  
 
In other words they were asking how can we be saved? How can we deal with our sin problem? And so Peter tells 
them how to respond, he says in Acts 2:38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. 
 
That could be you today; you can not only receive life in Christ, but eternal life in Christ and not just for the future 
but for the here and now. 
    
 


