“Seize the moment.” (20)

The last time we were together we saw Peter beingcoimusly being released from prison by an angel of thhé.Lo
And he turned up at the house of some believers who wexeegimvhen they saw him standing there at the front
door. And we also saw how Herod was enjoying all the pfeose men and women but he didn't give credit where
credit was due to God. And so an angel of the Lord stnuokwith an illness which ultimately led to his death. But
while all this going on Barnabas and Saul were still buskingrfor the Lord and His people.

A sideshow strongman was exhibiting his skill and &eal trick he squeezed the juice from a lemon betwagn h
hands and then offered ten pounds to anyone in the audienceuldcsqueeze a single drop out of it. Several
husky men tried, to no avail. Finally, a small bespeethahan came forward. He took the lemon in hand, and to
the delight of the audience, managed to squeeze one moré&alroghe lemon. As the strongman paid out the ter
pounds, he asked the mawhat is the secret of your strength. How did you managgetahat last drop?" "Oh,"
the man replied;l was the treasurer for the Lord’s church for 30 yéars.

And | guess the point of the story is if we have to squeereey out of people to help others, then there is
something seriously wrong with our hearts. A couple cdkseago we left Saul and Barnabag\ais 11:30
delivering a special offering of money which was taken ugdmne needy saints in Jerusalem.

And today we’re going to catch up with them both beginningdts 12:25-13:3 “When Barnabas and Saul had
finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalemntawith them John, also called Mark. In the church at
Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Sicadled Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. Whilewsgg worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul wibrk to which | have called them." So after they had diast
and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.”

Luke tells us that straight after Barnabas and Saul haxpleted their task of delivering the gift of money for the
needy saints in Jerusalem, they returned to Antioch.lBsititne they took John Mark with them which accordinc
to Colossians 4:1Was Barnabas' cousin. And remember that Mark's mother \aag Row this is important
because Luke had just reported that the church met in hee ouprayers while Peter was in prison. And it is
even possible that her house was used as a restingdplacg Barnabas' and Saul's stay in Jerusalem.

Now | don’t know about you but | feel blessed that God hessled this congregation with godly men and womel
And | know that we all are blessed to have with Bisnariong us who can powerfully deliver God’s message tc
us. Well in much the same way that we are blessed;hineh in Antioch was blessed with inspired men who
delivered God's word.

Luke tells us that the church in Antioch were blessedate Barnabasthe son of consolatiosimeon whose
nickname wasblack," Lucius who was somehow closely associated with Heroddtnarch, andaul And as
these men were carrying out their various ministriesHerliord and fasting, the Holy Spirit called for Barnabas
and Saul to be set apart for their specially chosetk.wind according to Luke the whole church fasted and pray
as they sent them on their way.

Do you remember a few weeks ago we looked at the suifjdloe laying on of hands®/e discovered that the
laying of hands was done for one or two reasons. The apo&tldd lay there hands on some people to pass on
miraculous capabilities but sometimes they would also lpy there hands on people to show their approvéileof t
person they are laying their hands on. It wasn’t alway dopass on miraculous gifts.

Now the reason | brought that point to your memoridsesause the laying on of hands mentioned hefetis
12:3was not done to pass on any special gift but it was der@esign of the agreement they had with the good
work to be done. In other words Barnabas, John Mark andsasealbeing shown that the other disciples approve
with what they were about to do.

And so following on inActs 13:4+5Luke records,The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spinient
down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. Wheyndlrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of Go
in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their lidljode says that they first went to Seleucia, which
was the port city of Antioch. It was located about 1&mdownstream.
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And then they sailed approximately one hundred miles to Sglain@ largest city on the eastern end of the islanc
of Cyprus. And Luke tells Theophilus that Barnabas and @aathed in the synagogues within the city and John
Mark served as their attendant. And just as a matteterfest, history tells us that around 50 years aften&bas
and Saul were there, there was a Jewish uprising in \2A4i@/000 Gentiles were slaughtered. And a famous man
named Hadrian, who would be a future Roman emperor, put tdeeaebellion and expelled the Jews from the city.
Now that has nothing to do with our sermon but | thought might find that interesting.

Acts 13:6+7 “They travelled through the whole island until tbesne to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcel
and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was an attesfdaetproconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an
intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because meaveo hear the word of God.”

It seems as though after they crossed over the islapdpbos, which was the capital city and the home of the
proconsul, Sergius Paulus who Luke tells us was a wése Now Sergius Paulus had a Jewish adviser known as
Jesus or Elymas, who Luke tells us was a false propbetanerer, or one who used magic and incantations. But
when Sergius Paulus heard that Barnabas and Saubwéog/n, he sent for them because he wanted toGmais
word. Now let me stop here for a moment, Luke tellshasSergius Paulus was an intelligent man and were goin
to see why in a moment.

| remember reading a story about this manager of a tyosfebp, who was located in a highly sought after tourist
area. And his shop attracted customers from all ovewtr&l. But one day, a man came in and started browsing
He spotted a ventriloquist's dummy and asked the managee shop,'Do you have one that speaks Spanish?"

| believe that the most intelligent people in the wWate not necessary all those people with degrees and hig
gualifications. The most intelligent people in the wonld those who recognise that there is a God. The most
intelligent people are those who recognise that téwegh on which we live had to have had an intelligent designe
The most intelligent people are those who recognidethieg are created in God’s image and have got a sin
problem. The most intelligent people are those whogerise there is a God and want to search for and obey th
truth of our creator.

And that’s’ exactly why Sergius Paulus was an intelligeabnme wanted to hear God’s wokdtts 13:8-11 “But
Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) ogplesen and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith
Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with tledy#Epirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, "Youare
child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is rigldii™are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Wilby
never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? Now thel lndithe Lord is against you. You are going to be
blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the lgfthe sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came ovey hil
and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand”.

Luke tells us that Elymas did everything he could to deter theopsul from hearing these preachers. Now why he
didn’t want the proconsul to know about God I'm not spressibly because he feared he might lose his influence.
But Luke also tells us that Saul, who was also known b&reek name, Paul, was filled with the Holy Spiritamh
he challenged the sorcerer.

Do you remember ikxoduswhen God was displaying His power to Pharaoi2xodus 7we find the first display
of God’s powerExodus 7:10-13ays,"So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just asattecommanded.
Aaron threw his staff down in front of Pharaoh anddfigials, and it became a snake. Pharaoh then suetnoise
men and sorcerers, atite Egyptian magicians also did the samethings by their secret arts: Each one threw
down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron's statflowed up their staffsPharaoh’s magicians done the
same things but God displayed His power over them by theéHat Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs.

In Exodus 7:20-22ve read;Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord had commandedaided his staff in the
presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the whtke Nile, and all the water was changed into bldoe.
fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled so bad tia Egyptians could not drink its water. Blood weasrgwhere
in Egypt.But the Egyptian magicians did the same things by their secret arts.”

In Exodus 8:6+7%ve read;'So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters opEgynd the frogs came up and
covered the landBut the magicians did the same things by their secret arts; they also made frogs come up on the
land of Egypt."Now these magicians thought they could match God’s powasing their secret arts but look what
happened next.
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Exodus 8:16-18 “Then the Lord said to Moses, "Tell Aar8iretch out your staff and strike the dust of the ground
and throughout the land of Egypt the dust will become dgnékey did this, and when Aaron stretched out his hant
with the staff and struck the dust of the ground, gnats cgooe men and animals. All the dust throughout the land
of Egypt became gnatBut when the magicianstried to produce gnats by their secret arts, they could not. And
the gnats were on men and animals.”

Loved ones no one can beat God in a power display wak akhough sorcerers have got a lot of influence on peo
by using magic to convince them that they are someonerpdwaen they are not, they cannot beat the power of
God. Paul says that Elymas was a deceiver who opposéeaughliving and so Paul, by the power of God struck
him blind for a season. Now that wardst there in your Bible is used to describe a dimming ovtsien brought on
by cataracts or disease.

But | want you to notice something important in this text Acts 13:12 “When the proconsul saw what had
happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching abbotdheAgain this is another text which shows
us the purpose of miracles during Biblical times. Thehieas of Jesus which had been presented and the power
the miracle convinced Sergius Paulus to follow Chrigtiinobedience. In other words the miracles performeithe
Bible were to prove that the words which were beinggred were true and from God.

As so after blinding the sorcerer and convincing SergiusuRdbht Jesus was who He claimed to be. Luke tells us
following on inActs 13:13-15 “From Paphos, Paul and his companions saileztga idn Pamphylia, where John left
them to return to Jerusalem. From Perga they werd &istdian Antioch. On the Sabbath they entered the
synagogue and sat down. After the reading from the LavrenBrophets, the synagogue rulers sent word to thern
saying, "Brothers, if you have a message of encouragenrethtef people, please speak.”

Now they would have landed at the port of Attalia and theme on the short distance to Perga. Now we don’t kno
the reasons why but for some reason, John Mark decidedue Paul and his companions at Perga as the rest of
group went on to Antioch in Pisidia, which, at thatéj was considered to be part of Galatiad look where they
went to?

The missionary group went into the synagogue on the Sabbdtlistened to the reading of the scriptures. And it
was then that the rulers of the synagogue asked if tregdrae instruction to give them. And so Paul like we all
should do, seized the moment and addressed the menalfdechGod fearers assembled there. What an
opportunity that is to share the gospel with some people.

You see sometimes we look at the world around us and wbodeon earth are we going to reach all these people
with the gospel? Well let me answer that by sharing yatha story | love about a man who was walking along a
beach, and he saw someone in the distance leaning gakimg something up and throwing it into the ocean.

As he got closer, he saw thousands of starfish thénidehrown onto the beach. Unable to return to tharoce
during low tide, the starfish were dying. He observed aganan picking up the starfish one by one and throwing
them back into the water. And after watching the seemifugile effort, the man saidThere must be thousands of
starfish on this beach. It would be impossible for mget all of them. There are simply too many. Youtcan'
possibly save enough to make a differend&é young man smiled as he continued to pick up anothéskstand
tossed it back into the ocean and sdidnade a difference to that one."

You see loved we reach people one at a time. And pteaseever think that you can’'t make a difference begaus
that one person you share the gospel with could be thigoeeson you help save his soul from drowning in the
waters of sin. But we must be ready to seize the mbmen

Paul says irColossians 4:2-5 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being walteinfl thankful. And pray for us, too, that
God may open a door for our message, so that we may ipndbla mystery of Christ, for which | am in chainsafpr
that | may proclaim it clearly, as | should. Be wis¢he way you act toward outsiders; make the mostefy
opportunity.”

Paul basically says the same thing ovefjmesians 6:19+20 “Pray also for me, that whenever | opemaonyh,
words may be given me so that | will fearlessly makawmthe mystery of the gospel, for which | am an arsédsr
in chains. Pray that | may declare it fearlessly, si®uld.”
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Let me ask youare we doing that? Are we praying that God will open upgitmorus to share the gospel with
others? Are we asking God to give us the wisdom and the woslgre the message clearly? Are we really makin
the most of every opportunity?

Now | don’t know about you but | have missed many opporesiit share the gospel with some people. And that
because at that time | wasn'’t being watchful, | wasrgking for opportunities or | didn’'t recognise it as an
opportunity.

But | have learned that God opens up doors for us allrtiee tt could be a simple Bible question from your
neighbour or one of your friends at work. It could béngpge question from someone who is asking you about you
faith. Now loved ones, we may not always recognisepsn door but we need to be prepared to give an answer ti
those questions.

1 Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as L&lvdays be prepared to give an answer to everyone who a:
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 8tihid with gentleness and respe®Ndw you may not know
the answer to some questions at that specific momegbhwthould never be ashamed to sagpon’'t know the
answer to that question at the moment, but | will gekiba you with the answer.’

But loved ones, you need to get back with the answert d@ve someone’s question unanswered, go and study t
guestion for yourself and if you still can’t come up vatihanswer ask someone else for help. There is noesinam
asking for help, after all your answer might make tifieiince between saving a soul and loosing a soul forever
because you couldn’t be bothered to study and get back tonthieran answer.

Eminem wrote a song calleidoose yourself'and he begins the song by sayibgok, if you had, one shot, or one
opportunity, to seize everything you ever wanted in onmemd, would you capture it, or just let it slip®’e all

need to seize the moment, and that’s exactly whatdduext because all he ever wanted to let people knowut ab
Jesus and he wasn’t about to let this opportunity slip fiom

Acts 13:16-25 “Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and "$d&h of Israel and you Gentiles who worship
God, listen to me! The God of the people of Israel cloasdathers; he made the people prosper during theirrstay
Egypt, with mighty power he led them out of that countiey endured their conduct for about forty years in the
desert, he overthrew seven nations in Canaan and garéatid to his people as their inheritance. All this tab&ut
450 years. "After this, God gave them judges until the tfif@amuel the prophet. Then the people asked for a kin
and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe afj&@wain, who ruled forty years. After removing Saul, helena
David their king. He testified concerning him: "I have foural/id son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will ¢
everything | want him to do.' "From this man's descendaatshas brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he
promised. Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repeatahbaptism to all the people of Israel. As John we
completing his work, he said: "Who do you think | am? | atthat one. No, but he is coming after me, whose
sandals | am not worthy to untie.”

Paul did basically what Stephen didAnts 7, he shared with them a Jewish history lesson. He takedt how
God delivered the children of Israel from Egyptian bondéatgereminded them of the forty years of wilderness
wandering and how God defeated seven nations so Israelltadca home in Canaan. He also reminded those
assembled that God had ruled in Israel for 450 years usiggs.

And when the people asked for a king, God gave them Saul, Bravid, after Saul was removed. He says it was
from the seed of David, that God raised up a Savior fopElaple named Jesus. But before He sent the Saviour
the world, He sent John the baptiser to prepare the Wakiddsaviour by preaching baptism of repentance. And
so Paul finally reminds them that John had told the pdupleas not the Messiah, but the One coming after him
was.

Now were going to look at the rest of Paul's sermon timé but for now let me leave you with this thought. Our
God has always been in control of this world, He wasomirol in the beginning and He was in control throughot
Israel's history and He is still in control today.

As Maltbie B Babcock writesThis is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget.atthough the wrong seems oft
so strong, God is the ruler yet. This is my Father’'sladvahe battle is not done: Jesus Who died shall be ieatisf
and earth and Heav’'n be one.”
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Loved ones God will open up doors for us as He has air@awde over this past year and half. God will give us tt
answers for those who ask questions about our faith. Bygoimt is, we must first ask God to do that for us.

There’s no point in dropping 3000 leaflets into people homes iflon’t first ask God to bless the hearts of those
who are going to read them. There’s no point in having miss@aoming over to help us if we don't first ask
God to bless those who they are trying to reach. Theoefgmt in organising a gospel meeting if we don't first
ask God to open people’s hearts to come and hear His word.

Let me challenge you this week to pray like you've nevergutay a long time. Let me challenge you to ask God
to open up a door for you, so that you can share the gogpedameone. Let me challenge you to ask God to he
you with words so that you can get back to someone wheradkeyou a question.

Church, one of the reasons that you and | are here todaypsrtl & the Lord’s church is because someone saw
you as an open door. They saw an opportunity in you to shamgood news about Jesus and they seized the
moment, just like Paul did.

And so may God bless our prayers and all our efforts asewie His blessing first before we try to reach the lost.



