“The church who faithfully suffered.” (2)

| heard a story of a ship that was sinking in the midélke storm, and the captain called out to the crew add sa
‘Does anyone here know how to pra@e man stepped forward and sayaks sir, | know how to pray.The
captain said'\Wonderful, you pray while the rest of us put on life jatk we’re one short.’

And | guess the moral of the story is, if you chooskea@ Christian you can be sure that others will makepay

for that decision. John beginsfevelation 2:8, “To the angel of the church in SmyrnigevirNow we all know
what the church in Ephesus was like and how it staBaticoncerning the church in Smyrna we know absolutely
nothing about its beginnings.

In all probability the church in Smyrna was establishediad 55-56 A.D.after or during Paul’s third missionary
journey. It was possibly Paul who established this chuehit would seem more likely to be established by soime
his students from the schoolasts 19:8-1ells us. And so because we don’t know anything about gmbimgs,

we need to take some lessons from its present state.

And what we are going to see today is that this cityctvinas famous for its loyalty and faithfulness, bectme
host of a church commended by the Lord for the santdgdéness. We find people with convictions even before the
became Christians.

Now let me say a few words about the city of Smyitnaas called theGlory of Asia.’ It was proud Smyrna, deeply
religious Smyrna, heathen Smyrna. Smyrna, the ceft@aesar worship and the leading city of empire worftip
many years. Smyrna built a shrine€fmma’ as early ad495 B.C.and as the Republic spread, the worship of Rome
became more widespread.

According to the historiarBalsdon in July 44 4 months after the assassination of Julius Caesaunexpected
comet appeared in the sky. It was a prodigy, acceptecelpeibple as evidence that Julius Caesar was now in
heaven, a god, Divus Juliugind so since the spirit of the empire was reflectethénleaders, it was easy enough fo
people to begin to believe the supreme leaders were thedament of the spirit of the empire.

The emperors began to be viewed with awe and one Ronit@n tetls us, from the time of Augustus a new form of
Roman cult makes its appearance, the worship of the enidde goes on to say that in the e&sk line drawn
between God and man was not too distinctly draWwmvasn’t this way in Rome, the Romans were too stublfmr
such nonsense.

WhenAugustusaccepted the name, there immediately sprang up a culttehomnHerod the Greafor example,

built a temple and shrine to him but no emperor, howevas consecrated to godhood until after his death. And a
time went by, a priesthood was formed to serve irethperor worship and in the process of time, it became
necessary that the citizens or subjects showed thyailtyao the state by the worship of the emperor.

And so Smyrna won a contest, a contest to see whalvwoett a shrine to the deifi@dberius The Christians lived

in a heathen town which embodied not only the eastetta got the gods of Rome. The Roman gods were of the
more dangerous kind, their servants could bring down punishmentthe heads of the Christians for not submittin
to those gods.

But Smyrna also has Jews, lots of them, hostile and\Jews, Jews of the sort who would take the lealkein t
execution ofolycarp Not faithful Jews but the sort who lived in the daygofiochus 4' Epiphanesthe kind that
didn’t worship God, but worshipped survival. The city of Smymas abouB5 milesfrom Ephesus and it was a city
of about100,000people in John’s day.

It was called thécrown city’ because it was surrounded by hills that resembled a cropmsdessed a safe harbour
where ships from all over the world came to buy andgseitls. Several things made this a special city in itsfday,
example the production of myrrh.

The substance came from a shrub like tree, whereghwe$ were crushed a very fragrant odour came from them.
Myrrh was used as a fragrance by the living and an embabuiegt for the dead. And if you remember, myrrh is
mentioned in association with the life and ministfyte Lord.
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Matthew 2:11 “On coming to the house, they saw the child g mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presemtedth gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.”

Mark 15:23 “Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, betdid not take it.”

John 19:39 “He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man wier éad visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brougk
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounse’word'myrrh’ meansbitter and so it came to be
associated with suffering and death. And so straight aveagan see that Smyrna was a planned city, a frearmit

a beautiful, wealthy pagan city.

And so John writes iRevelation 2:8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrnaewiihese are the words of him who i
the First and the Last, who died and came to life aghiow the leading god of Smyrna wé&sonysus,’who was
thegod of wine. Smyrna was famous for its vines, each ty@adeath and resurrection‘Dionysus’ was acted out in
public plays. But the Christians knew the differencevieen myth and solid, indisputable historical fact.

Jesus identifies Himself asie first and the lasi@and we should be familiar with that title because a’name which
was applied to God in the Old Testameésdiah 44:6 “This is what the LORD says—Israel’'s King aedéemer, the
LORD Almighty: I am the first and | am the last; aplaom me there is no GodAnd so straight away John reminds
these Christians and saysyme what will, Christ is with us.’

Smyrna, who claimed to be first of the world, John asdheesaints there, that Christ is first and last, thiede is no
competition, and so there is no room for human pridev dwse wordsvho died and came to life agaim verse 8
should readbecame dead and came back to life again’

So what is John talking abouti’s taking about the resurrection of Jesus. He sathegiisen Christ is He who
experienced death, and who passed into death, through ddaibtaof death, and who came to life again in the
triumphant event of the resurrection overcoming destt,who is alive forever more.

Now as Christians we all experience the best thah&feto offer but we also experience the worst of wiifiethas

to offer. But loved ones, Jesus experienced the verytwongich life had to offer but He has conquered the wors
that life can do. He experienced death so that we deed to be afraid of it anymore Corinthians 15:55 “Where,

O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your stigitf it’'s because of this that only Jesus can demand such
loyalty from His followers, and be able to reward tha¢® are loyal to Him.

Have you ever had times in your Christian life when yest feel crushed’know there have been times in the
history of this congregation when the whole churchdelshed. Well that was the church in Smyrna, it was a
crushed congregation.

Revelation 2:9+10 “I know your afflictions and your povertyet you are rich! | know about the slander of those
who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagb&a¢an. Do not be afraid of what you are about tesuff
tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to tgsti, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Behfal,
even to the point of death, and | will give you life asiyvictor’s crown.”

You see loved ones it does not always pay to be a @migtut it is better after you die. And what Jesuslisg us
here is that when you get to the end of the rope,ktin it and hold on. When times are hard and you become
poor, be faithfulWhy?James 2:5 “Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: HaSodichosen those who are poor in
the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inhiet kingdom he promised those who love hird&mnes says that
God has a currency which are eternal riches, and sath&f when poverty strikes.

2 Timothy 2:19-21 “Nevertheless, God'’s solid foundation stéinais sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows
those who are his,” and, “Everyone who confessesdherof the Lord must turn away from wickedness.” largd
house there are articles not only of gold and silveralsat of wood and clay; some are for special purposescene s
for common useThose who cleanse themselves from the latter wilhsiuments for special purposes, made holy,
useful to the Master and prepared to do any good wBaul says, don’t worry when times get hard for the Lord
knows who are His.

Like | said in my last sermon the Lord knows each amatyeone of us intimately and He knows everything He nee
to know about the church in Smyrna. He knows they aiadgersecution, He knows they are facing poverty.
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Think about this in practical terms, because they weretins they were denied jobs because of their oglship
with Jesus Christ. And Jesus knows this and He knowstép faced the prospect of being sent to prison. Anldl if a
that wasn'’t trouble enough he tells thenvémse 1Ghat was even more trouble ahead. But despite all thddtion,
thanks be to God, Smyrna was a consistent church.

Revelation 2:9 “I know your afflictions and your povertyet you are rich! | know about the slander of those who
say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogutaaf'®ow please don’t underestimate that waridictions’
here. He’s not saying that being a Christian in Smwas a headache, He’s not saying it's an inconveniencs He
saying because you're Christians, you're under all sépisassure, grinding, crushing pressure. Pressure like we
have or maybe will never will experience today.

Now remember thoman Emperor Domitiawas ruling at this time, so they were experiencing thehargdoad of
the Romans forces trying to destroy Christianity. Arehpe don’t underestimate that wqrdverty’ either, this is
not just being poor, it means they were absolutely déstit. In other words, they were poor and unable to help
themselves.

They were poor perhaps, because they were from a poassrtol begin with, but most likely because of robbety, |
rejection, and business boycott as forms of persecuBigindespite the already existing pressure from the Roma
worship, the slander of the Jews, and their extremerpg\uhese lovely people were faithful.

You know we often talk about being poor because we haveh&rgpugh money to pay for our mobile phone Qil.
we watch the TV prograrBenefit Street'and we see some of the people who are on benefits@amdeading
poverty.But Jesus says to these faithful Christians in Smymiaguys aren’t poor, you are dijcoons.’ You guys
are filthy rich.

In other words, what these Christians lacked in thedy@bd would make up for them in heaven. Yes, we know tl
the world smiles at us when we talk about heavenly tregdurewhat does a world which rejects the loveliest mar
who ever lived know?

So let me ask yows Christians should we be intimidated by others wheerak of us because we say we’re rich?
Should we be intimidated by others when they have a gs fatr being Christians®Xsus sayd, know about the
slander of those who say they are Jews and areuticdyéa synagogue of SataNow notice that wordsay’. ‘They
‘say’, they are Jews’

These guys wouldn’t have recognised Abraham if he hacheggbevearing a name badge. This very same Jesus h
spoken to an audience of Jewslarhn 8if you remember and He recognised their racial statuddmied their
relationship with Abrahamlohn 8:57-59 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “f were Abraham’s children,”
said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham Aglit is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a manoatras told
you the truth that | heard from God. Abraham did nosuich thingsYou are doing the works of your own father.”
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “Tdwy Father we have is God himself.”

You see the Lord doesn’t only know you and | intimgtaly also knows everyone else intimately too. My pisint
that these people were proud to be Jews, they were pfaheir synagogues and all the while Jesus sayshbat
were a synagogue and the Devil dwelt in them.

Now Christianwhat about youBecause there are far too many people in the world twtlaysay they are
Christians but their lives don't reflect what they slaDon’t tell me you’re a Christian if you curse anceawlike
the rest of the world does. Don't tell me you're ai€tfian but you never attend any worship services. Dom'tel
you're a Christian if you’ve never been immersed @twist.

Now notice that this church had a positive testimonyLtivel didn’'t have a rebuke for this church like He did with
many of the others. And so not only did they have a pediestimony they also had a very powerful testimdyigl|
how do we know that8imply because in spite of all the wickedness whichgeasg on around them, and in spite o
all the affliction that they were put through, they rerad faithful.

And so because of this they received comfort from Jdsuself. Jesus comes to them@aie first and the Last, He
that was dead and is alivede is reminding therfHe knows’what they are facing because He has faced tribulatio
and suffering as well.
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Now let me say a few words about that wosthnder’because it should be the wobthsphemy'which is used. The
word ‘blasphemy’is the Greek wordblasphemiawhich means, reviling, but here it is used not primarily teair
blasphemy against God, but reviling against believers. In atbets,Satan is tempting the saints to blaspheme in
the name of Christ.

Now although there is no rebuke for this church, theraicdy are a few words of cautioRevelation 2:10 “Do not
be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell yibxe, devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and vall
suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even topthiat of death, and | will give you life as your victocown.”

You see Satan was doing the tempting but God at the sanéstproving, testing and trying thekivhy?James 1:2-
4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whengwe face trials of many kindbgcause you know that the
testing of your faith produces perseverah@t.perseverance finish its work so that you may beiraand
complete, not lacking anything.”

Jesus doesn’'t want them to lack anything, we must accemtitfi@ulties come for a reason. They come to help us
grow and become mature as Christians. Many people todayder the impression when you become a Christian
your life will become a bed of roses and free from laargships.

But what does Jesus says hdtde?says that God will let His people sufféfhat? You're telling me that life is hard
enough but if | become a Christian, my life will geeevougher®™Well, yes | am2 Timothy 3:12 “In fact, everyone
who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will beseeuted."Now it's not all doom and gloom because Jesus
reminds us idohn 16:33 “In this world you will have trouble. But take hellndive overcome the world.”

Archaeologists digging in the remains of a school fqranal pages in Rome found a picture dating from the third
century. It shows a boy standing, his hand raised, wongh@pfigure on a cross, a figure that looks like a mah wit
the head of an ass.

Scrawled in the writing of a young person are the wokdsxamenos worships his GodNearby in a second
inscription it reads/Alexamenos is faithful. Apparently, a young man who was a Christian was beintketbby his
schoolmates for his faithful witness. But he was sbiaaed, he was faithful.

Now the good news is that we will possibly never haviace what these Christians were facing. They weratéab
feel the pressure increasing, they were about to heinaing list, the long, glorious list of those who &é@nprisoned
for righteousness sake.

They were about to be tested fam days, now this is not literal, this is the Hebrew waysaf/ing for a short time.
Daniel, for example, was tested and thrown into th@diden,for how long?10 daysDaniel 1:12-16Jacob was
tested by Laban how many timesGrenesis 31:710 times.Job, the persecuted, was tested by his accusers how
many times20 times. You see it's not hard to see then the oofjiresting, and you will suffer persecution for ten
days.'By the time we get to the New Testament it had bedbmexpression for a period of trial by hardship.

And so Jesus knows His people and those who are naindithis would include the devil himself. He tells them
that, ‘the devil will put some of you in prisonHe tells them that not too long from now some of ya,all of you
but some of you will be put in prison.

Now if that isn’t frightening enough, undBomitianif you were getting put in prison that meant that you vgerag
there just before being put to death. And so Jesus cautiem and says don't be afraid, but faithful, eveneo th
point of death. In other words, don’t worry about ifythka@l you, because you will be at home. That's whynead
Romans 8:34-3th our Scripture reading, to remind ourselves that wineest are really tough, nothing can separate
us from the love of God, persecution can’t and death.can't

You see loved ones, Jesus is looking for total, lifelommmitment to Him in faith and with such faithfulnesswses
the‘crown of life.” James 1:12 “Blessed is the one who @egses under trial because, having stood the test, that
person will receive the crown of life that the Lord lpromised to those who love him.”

As far as the Sadducees and Epicureans, as well asidahiBts are concerned, death introduces us into nothingn
it was the end, but for the faithful, it is just thegimning. The crown was among the Romans and Greeks alsyfnb
victory and reward.
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The crown or wreath worn by the victors in theympic Gamesvas made of leaves of tield olive, in thePythian
Gamesthe crown was made @Gfurel In theNemean Gamedt was made oparsleyand in thesthmian Gamesat
was made opine. The Romans bestowed tlae/ic crown’ on anyone who saved the life of a citizen and it was ma
of theleaves of the oakBut these crowns died because they were made ofleadethings.

This crown, the crown which Jesus gives lastsy? Because it is made of lifé. Peter 5:4 “And when the Chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glaaywhll never fade away.Now remember despite the fact
that this letter and the others which we will look atothe next few weeks are written to a specific chutapplies
equally to the other churches and in fact to all the dfas.c

Revelation 2:11 “Whoever has ears, let them hear vieaSpirit says to the churches. The one who is viaienuill
not be hurt at all by the second dea#we we listening church? So what is the second déidtb®xpressiofsecond
death’is foundthree other timei the book of Revelation.

Revelation 20:6 “Blessed and holy are those who shareifirst resurrection. The second death has no powvesr
them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ aitireign with him for a thousand years.”

Revelation 20:14 “Then death and Hades were thrown ietéake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.”

Revelation 21:8 “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the tlie, murderers, the sexually immoral, those who prcti
magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will lbasigned to the fiery lake of burning sulphur. This isséeond
death.”

J.H. Thayedefined theésecond deathas‘the miserable state of the wicked dead in hdlhis condition is
characterised as the second death because it follows@hgsath. It is designated as death because it teimnal
separation from the Lorddatthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Défamm me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil andingels.”

2 Thessalonians 1:9 “They will be punished with everlastistydetion and shut out from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his might.”

So what is the second deaift®e second death is the ultimate and eternal sepafetionGod. In other words, Jesus
is saying to these faithful Christians in Smyrna and tmday that it’'s so much better to die the first death i
faithfulness to Christ than to die that second death.

Think about it, Jesus says because He is alive aften,demait will be with the Christian, we can escapelllihwe
remain faithful. Jesus says, | know about all thdiaffions and poverty we experience, which are only teamypHe
says, nothing will separate us from Him.

In fact Jesus says the faithful lose nothing but gainyévieg worth gaining, and that is Jesus Himself. Paul says i
Philippians 1:21 “For to me, to live is Christ and to die imgaVy prayer is that we learn the value of suffering an
poverty loved ones. And may we never lose faith in Gbhdnthey come to us.



