‘The arrival of the King.’ (2)

We're continuing our mini sermon series on the event®soding Jesus’ birth. Now Christmas is the time ef th
year where many people, especially children get allexkdiecause of all the gifts they will receive. But wien
get older those gifts don't give you the same buzz asdigewhen you were younger. And there are even times
when you receive a gift but you don’t know what to sayabee they are so bad.

| want to share with you some useful phrases this mgithizit you can use when you receive a gift that youealish
you never received. When you receive gifts like socks, @lant, a key ring, a huge mug for your tea, etc. Here ar
some replies you can give to people when you receive #ind of gifts.

Thanks a lot!

My word! What a gift.

If I hadn’t put on so much weight recently it would aditted me perfectly.

Gosh, I hope I never lose this. We’'re always losimiggis around here.

Its great but I'm worried about the envy it may create.

Just my luck to get this on the very Christmas | prethte give all my gifts to charity.
Frankly, | don't deserve this.

. Really, you shouldn’'t have.

ONOORWNE

Someone once said that the phrase that best sums @priknas season ‘iBeace on earth, Good will to all and
batteries not included.’

Please turn your Bibles to tk&ospel of LukeLuke 2:1-3 “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a
census should be taken of the entire Roman wFlus was the first census that took place while Quirimias
governor of Syria.And everyone went to their own town to register.”

Now Caesar Augustuwas a name taken lijaesar Octavianwsho reigned as Caesar of Rome frénB.C. to A.D.
14. And as we know the Roman Caesars who followed himtaddhe namé& aesar’as it embodied the concept of
what the Roman head of state should be to promote urdtp@ace throughout the Roman Empdetavianus
brought an era of peace to the Empire and he estabbshedvironment within the Empire that was helpfultfe
growth of Christianity throughout the Roman controlledions of the world.

And soCaesar Augustusrdered a census to be taken throughout the Roman avatldre know this happened
because archaeologists have recovered the actual dasurheensuses that were taken by the Roman governme
every fourteen years fromD. 20 to A.D. 270

Luke also tell us that a man nam@diriniuswas governor of Syria during this time which again has lpeeven by
some inscriptions discovered by archaeologists. Nowusesswvere taken every fourteen years and #0m.D. to
270 A.D., we possess actual documents from every census talsenies of inscriptions in Asia Minor show that
Quiriniuswas governor of Syria ih0-7 B.C, and again i® A.D. Which is good news for all Christians because
these documents actually prove the accuracy of the G@#pt

And notice that everyone was to register in their covwntwhich simply means that the Jews had to registiiea
city where their ancestral records were képke 2:4+5 “So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazamet
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, becaubelbaged to the house and line of Da¥ié. went there
to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married todmohwas expecting a child.”

Now | mentioned that the Jews had to register at tigamtiere their ancestral records were kept. And deeph and
Mary, this meant the city of Bethlehem which is aldemred to as the city of David. Both Joseph and Mary wére
the lineage of David, and so both had to register in BethlelNow don’t underestimate the journey from Nazareth
to Bethlehem, this was journey of ab@&@at miles

We can only imagine how treacherous this journey must Ib@ee, especially for Mary who is heavily pregnant. Tt
journey for most people would betalayjourney, but for a pregnant woman, | can imagine it @dalve taken
longer. But | want to raise an important point whicbfien overlooked concerning this journey.

Let me ask yowvhy did Mary go with Joseph on this journey?
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It's certainly possible that her love for Joseph wasrdason for her going on the journey. It's also posshat she
wanted Joseph to be around when she was giving births&@®uaeither Roman nor Jewish law required Mary to
accompany Joseph for this registration, it wasn’t airement of the decree.

So why did Mary go with JosepivAcah 5:2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you arelsamaing the clans
of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will lder over Israel, whose origins are from of old nfrancient
times.”

In our last sermon we briefly looked at Mary’s faitidat was her faith that led her to go with JosephethiBhem.
Mary was aware Micah'’s prophecy and so she was beingdybydthe Holy Spirit to fulfil this prophecy concerning
the birthplace of the Messiah. There were carpentBysgmasons, and different kinds of farmers resiahing i
Bethlehem.

And what’s more interesting is that the nalfethlehemactually mean$lace of bread,which is very appropriate
when we think of Jesus as being teead of Life’. It was very appropriate that tBeead of Lifeshould have been
born in Bethlehem. It's very appropriate that the SoiDavid should be born in the village so intimately assied
with the history of David, the shepherd king of Israel.

Now notice at this point and time Mary and Joseph ateestilaged. Jewish law considered the engagement legall
binding to the point that the woman was considered a Wibgvever, their relationship was not a marriagénat tt

had not been fully consummated. In other words, Mary ezasidered to be Joseph’s wife, even though they had
been formally married according to Jewish law.

And when Luke tells us Mary was expecting a child, whad hetually telling us is that Mary is about to give birth
any day soornLuke 2:6+7 “While they were there, the time came forlthiley to be borrand she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placedrhammanger, because there was no guest room availabl
for them.”

Now if this tells us anything, it tells us that Mary vatdeast8 months pregnamwhen she made th&80 mile 4 day
journey with Joseph to Bethlehem. And when we think oLiakhis small town of Bethlehem, this little insigniinta
town of Bethlehem.

How blessed is this little town going to beconksad with me agaimvliicah 5:2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah, out ofwibcome for me one who will be ruler over Israehose
origins are from of old, from ancient times.”

Bethlehem, the first home of David, who was Israel'atgst king and the Ephrathites, the descendants of David.
How blessed was this little town but now she’s aboletdlessed with the birth of the Messiah. Jesus, Gtuki
flesh, the Son of David, the Son of God, the Messiab larings hope, peace and salvation to all of mankindoistab
to be born.

And so Jesus is born, Mary’s firstborn son, and ifyaad no other children, then Luke would have used the Gre:
word ‘monogenewhich meansonly son.’But he didn’t, he used the Greek woiglptotokos’which literally means
‘first born” and that tells us that Mary did indeed have other chillikerwe looked at last time.

A little boy said to his daddyyho is Jesus™is daddy repliedHe is the reason for the seasoflie little boy said,
‘But | thought Santa Claus was the reason for the s@4%ben his daddy saidsle is, if you prefer PlayStation to
eternal life’.

You see loved ones we can argue all day long as to thewdlathich Jesus was born but that’s not the issue. The
guestion of the Bible is notyhat date was Jesus Christ bofili2 real question the Bible asksusll you accept
Jesus Christ as your Saviour?

Mankind’s greatest need wasn't food, drink and clothing. Madikigreatest need wasn’t socks, deodorant, a key
ring, or a huge mug for your tea. Mankind’s greatest needand still is forgiveness and salvation from our sins.

There was a wise old man who said to a wise little"gihat is the meaning of Christmas®hd the wise young girl
said,’l don't know, is that the day that Jesus died?’
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Well, as mixed up as her answer was, there is someitratdr answer. Th&ave the childrencharity have an
advertisement on television that statbis) child born to die! But that can’t be said of Jesus, He was born in doder
Him to die.

In fact do you remember the first recorded words of Jesus® W Jesus say just before He caieBrews 10:5-
10*“Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he saatrice and offerings you did not desire, but a body you
prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings yeuvewnot pleased. Then | said ‘Here | am---it is wnitte
about me in the scroll---I have come to do your wilkG0d.” First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burheiangs
and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleasdtem” (although the Law required them to be made)
Then he said, “Here | am, | have come to do your'Wilé sets aside the first to establish the second.Arthat

will, we have been made Holy through the sacrificehefbody of Jesus Christ once for all.”

Jesus was born to do God’s will and God’s will wasHon to die for you and for me and take the punishment our
sins deserved. Mankind’s greatest need, needed God's ggifitand that was Jesus. And while the world
celebrates the birth of Jesus and give each othemndt kif wonderful gifts. The church needs to shark patople

the real reason for Jesus coming into the world.

A gardener was speaking to his friend and they were discusbgttper or not you should teach people about
religion or just leave to them to make their own mindsSgpthey started arguing and the gardener was sa§inhg,
course it is important to tell the world about Jesusabse you don’t know what road they will take in litf&rid his
friend was sayindgwell, | think you should just leave the world to make ugitlown minds’.So the gardener said,
‘Would you like to see my rosesAnd his friend said\Yes.” So they went to the back garden, his friend s&lithat
is this? There’s nothing here except dirt and we&isthe gardener saifyell, | thought | would just leave the
garden to make its own mind up’ what it grows'.

Loved ones the most important gift we can give to thddyis The gift that is going to last for eternity. Td& that
is going tohelp them get through lifehe gift that is going teell them that there is hope in this lifEhe gift thattalks
about a Messiglthe gift thatalks about a Savioutheeternal gift The world will give its own interpretation of
Christmas, but we need to give the world the greatest aiftl ever receive, the gift of Jesus.

And so Mary took that little baby Jesus and she wrappeditdaioths. Now those cloths were square in shape anc
long in length, almost like a bandage. And the child wasWrapped in the square of the cloth, and then the long
strip was wound round and round about him.

Now notice, loved ones Jesus has just been born arelatreenlready little signs of Christ’s final suffgrgJohn
19:38-40 “Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for dloky bf Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but
secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. iatke’®permission, he came and took the body aWaywas
accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had vigtd &t night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh
and aloes, about seventy-five pounbiaking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, wighgpices, in strips of
linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs

When Jesus was born He was wrapped in linen cloth adi death, they wrapped Him in linen cloth. He was laid
in a wooden manger and He died on a wooden tree. Andtigntériesting that Jesus was laid on the straw of a
manger from which the animals fed but in thirty yearsetithe world would be feeding on His teaching, even up t
this very day.

But why was He born in a place where the animals wepg why was He born in a mang&arely, God’s Son
deserved a high-profile birth in the most elegant of sudmgs. We could sayvell, Jesus is the Good Shepherd
and so He was born in a place for shepherds, inrgenaWe could saywell, Jesus was born in the manger
because there was no room in the inn! It wasn't somethatgatas planned, it was just an accident.’

But loved ones, with God there are no accidents, God gthewvery little detail of this. When we think of a manger
we have to remember it wasld. It's that damp kind of cold that chills us to the board the only heat available
was the body heat from Mary and Joseph and the animidlere.

But it’'s not only cold in a manger, it's alsiark A manger was usually located underground, beneath theSmarn.
even when the sun is shining, it’s dark in a manger itButot only cold and dark in a manger, it's atsoellyand
dirty. It’s full of mud, manure, dust and cobwebs and it snadllaust and mould.
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It's the place where the sheep and cows eat, it'pldee where they slobber and drool. In the summer Hreréies
and spiders and insects, and swallows nesting in thes:afteere’s no such thing as a clean or hygienic maager,
manger is cold, dark, smelly and dirty. The truth i¢ flesus was born in a place that was cold, dark and dirt

But why was Jesus born in a place like thall, Jesus is always born in the manger, let npda@ix. Every time
Jesus comes into our lives, He is born in a mander.himan heart is like a manger, it's cold, dark, snaily dirty.
The human heart is cold because we don’t know thedd®@od. The human heart is dark because we don'tthave
light of Christ or the hope of salvation. The humaarhe smelly and dirty because we are sinners and autshe
stink and are stained and soiled by sin.

But the miracle of Christmas, the real miracle het tJesus is willing to be born into hearts like that nidter how
cold your heart is, Jesus is willing to be born there. Nten&owdarkyour heart is, Jesus is willing to be born
there. No mattesmellyor dirty your heart is, ohow sinfulyour life has been, Jesus is willing to come in, entdr an
clean your heart.

Jesus is always willing to meet us at the manger. eeusmers us in that place where we feel utterly lagpeless
and helpless. Jesus meets us in the darkness of ouasgtisbrrow and Jesus meets us in the blackness of our
despair. He comes into our lives when we feel unlovedyvable and alone, when inside we feel cold and half froz
to death.

Jesus meets us in all the mess and the filth of awarsl when we’ve done things that are unforgivable. Jasuss
to people like that the unloved, unlovable and alone, He ctonfg=ople like you and I. Jesus was born in a cold,
dark, smelly, dirty place because He knew He was goindf¢o salvation to all those who were hopelesslyaaresd
in the cold, dark, stench and dirtiness of sin.

At a school nativity play, two children were dresselasy and Joseph, and they were on their way to thetinn a
Bethlehem. Meanwhile on the other side of the stageuagyboy in a shepherd’s outfit is on a mobile phone.rAfte
the show was finished one of the parents asked the yoynghad he was doing on his mobile phone to which he
replied,’l was calling the inn to make a reservation.’

Luke records that Mary placed Jesus in a mattigerause there was no guest room available for thdow
remember why Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem in thepfcse. There was Roman Empire wide census going
on and everyone had to register.

And so the limited capacity of ancient inns, the infliothers for the enrolment, and the normal fluctuation
every business were probably among the conditions tlag mampossible for them to have found better
accommodations.

But, over and beyond all this, it was the will of Godt titee Saviour of all people should have been born in such
humble circumstanceswonder if the landlord’s would have made room for Jéstiey knew Whom was about to
be born1magine the King of Kings has arrived to visit His childner?erson and they have no room for Him! You
see we don't know if they would have taken Mary and@dlosato their home, if they knew Who was about to be
born. But we know this much, people today still have nonrém Him in their lives.

Let me ask you before we finisthp you have room for Jesus in your lifé€s, | understand your life is busy like the
rest of us butvhat’s stopping you from allowing Jesus Irkhow for many it’s a sin problem and that they believe
that their sin is so great that Jesus can’t forgivié your life is in a cold, dark, stinking, dirty plaatthe moment
because of sin. Jesus sdysinderstand, kind of reminds me of the place whered ban and the condition of the
world was in when | first came.’

Will you make room for Jesus to enter your life todBg2ause He really wants to enter, no matter whemeaye
from or what you’'ve done in the past or are doing @tnioment. Maybe you're already a Christian this morngg,
life beginning to squeeze Jesus out of your IM&/be your work life or family life, your hobbies orgtdimes are
affecting your commitment to keep Jesus at the centyewflife where He belongs.

You see society is squeezing God completely out of pedplesand it's affecting Christians all over the world.
The government are trying to get people to work 7 days a amk’s affecting the Christian’s worship attendance
It's affecting our Bible study attendance, it's affecting special meetings and gatherings attendances and so on
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The world and Christians are now just too busy and Gbéirgy squeezed out, the Lord’s Day has now become th
Lord’s two hours. The world is offering these desirablesglke shopping, drinking and car boot sal€sme over
here and get a bargaitiie world says, but the world can’t offer anyone thegatest need.

And so Jesus invites us all and sayslatthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are weary and becjemnd |
will give you rest.Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentlehmmble in heart, and you will find
rest for your sould-or my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Aren’t you tired of running the rat race? Aren’t you just mout chasing after the things the world says you can’t
live without?Let me leave you with last stanza from the hyi@nijttle town of Bethlehem’

‘O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray.
Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born to us today.

We hear the Christmas angels, The great glad tiditigs te
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel'.

The Name Emmanuel mea&od with us, He was born just over 2000 years ago and He remainsisvgtill. If
you’re not a Christian this morningill you make room for Emmanuel today and allow Him to gige that much
needed restl? you are a Christian this morningill you make more room for Emmanuel in your life todayysu
can spend more time learning from Him?



