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“Standing on the promises of God.” (2) 

 
Were continuing in our study of 1 John this morning and the last time we were together we looked at 3 reasons as to 
why John wrote this letter. We saw that he wrote it to give God’s saints a basis for joy and to urge people to live pure 
lives for God and also to encourage us all to have the right relationships. 
 
Today were going to look at another 2 reasons as to why he wrote this great little letter. Now you might be wondering 
why it is so important to ask the reason as to why he wrote it. Well it’s very simple; to understand any book in the 
Bible we also need to keep the author’s purpose in our minds. In a day when people would denounce and decry the 
word of God. In a day when people would minimise and ignore the word of God. In a day where people would 
disobey, disregard and reject the written word of God as the standard of authority in religion. 
 
John is writing to tell them and us today that faithful people of God must declare the very words of the hymn writer 
Vana Raye. 
“Vainly we seek, after men for guiding light.  
Or dreams for a heavenly call. 
Man of himself cannot set his soul aright.  
So it’s back to the Bible for it all.” 
 
I heard a story about a small Glaswegian boy who came home from school and tells his mother he's been given a part 
in the school play. “Wonderful. What part is it?” she asks. The boy says, “I play the part of the Scottish husband.” The 
mother frowned and says,”Go back and tell that teacher you want a speaking part!” 
 
And I guess the point of the story is that all men of God should never have a quiet part to play in God’s kingdom, 
especially when it comes to the truth about God’s word. The 4th reason as to why John wrote this lovely little letter is 
that God’s people might have access to the truth. 
 
I don’t know if you know this but the Catholic church used to chain the Bibles to the pulpits. Now they did this for a 
number of reasons, maybe because they were so expensive to copy at that time they didn’t want anybody to come 
along and steel them. But another reason and more sinister reason was because they didn’t want the common people of 
the land who could read, to read the Bible for themselves. 
 
Even today there are many religions that don’t encourage their congregations to read the Bible for themselves. They 
just trust that the preacher knows it all and what he is teaching them is from God’s word. Now I say all this because we 
need to understand and appreciate just what it was that people went through in their lives years ago so that we can 
readily have a Bible in our possession. 
 
Did you know that it was only around 400 years ago that people were being killed for possessing a Bible? But God as 
part of His plan wanted His will to be known to all of mankind. The world has access to God and they don’t even 
realise it. God has made His word available in any language you like so that all men can know the truth. 
 
1 John 2:21 “I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie 
comes from the truth.” God’s children can know the truth, the truth about God, the truth about His Son, the truth about 
His Spirit. And it’s that very truth which Jesus tells us about in John 8:31+32 “To the Jews who had believed him, 
Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free." 
 
John is saying the same thing as Jesus, when you hold on to the truth; you will discover what real religion is all about. 
John is saying to them that the very fact that they did understand the subject of religion, the truth, he says, that was the 
reason why he wrote to them. He says, “I write to you because you do know the truth.” And he says because it is the 
truth they know, they should also know that there is no error in it. 
 
You know when you look at the religious world today with its various doctrines, what they teach and practice may 
look plausible. And they may have good results that come from that doctrine but they are only temporary. Because we 
need to remember that good results do not prove that their doctrine is based on truth. If you’ve got a congregation of 
people who aren’t being urged to read the Bible for themselves. If you’ve got a congregation of people who don’t 
possess a Bible and do not give it the respect it should have, then you’re going to have false doctrines. They may teach 
that many are saved with false doctrines but salvation and the Bible have to go together. 
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Paul says in 1 Timothy 2:1-4 “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone--for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” 
 
I would like to suggest to you that if you don’t study the Bible about how God wants men to be saved, then all you’ve 
done is created a false doctrine. Listen God wouldn’t state that He wants people to come to a knowledge of the truth if 
He didn’t make His truth available. He wouldn’t state He wants all people to be saved if He didn’t give us the 
understanding on how to be saved. 
 
The problem in the religious world around us today is they are preaching false doctrines. Teaching that all you need to 
do is believe in God and you will get to heaven. In other words if you leave God’s word out of the equation everyone 
can live how they want too and they will still be right with God. You see this isn’t a new idea, false teachers have been 
trying to seduce God’s people for centuries, even as far back in John’s day. 1 John 2:26 “I am writing these things to 
you about those who are trying to lead you astray.” You see it all comes back to the truth about the word of God. 
 
A young woman who was recently baptised into Christ for the forgiveness of her sins said to her friend who claimed to 
be a Christian but had never read God’s word or even been baptised, “There is just one letter of the alphabet which 
makes all the difference between us now.” Her friend said, “Yeh and what is it?” She said, “You love the world and I 
love the word.” 
 
The world loves heresies, the world loves made up stories, and the world loves greed. Whether it is greed for power or 
money, for recognition or importance. All because the world doesn’t want to accept the truth. But like I said there is 
nothing new in slandering the way we live our lives by the truth. 
 
2 Peter 2:1-3 “But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. 
They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them--bringing swift 
destruction on themselves. Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their 
greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over 
them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.” 
 
John is repeating what Peter said, “False prophets would come along and speak evil of the way of truth.” When you 
study with some people and they don’t want to accept what you’re teaching, they are not rejecting you, they are 
rejecting and denying the truth. They say things “Well that’s just your opinion, that’s just your interpretation.” 
 
Romans 2:7+8 “To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honour and immortality, he will give eternal 
life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.” Do 
those words, “Wrath” and “Anger” sound like everyone will be going to heaven? I don’t think so. Loved ones we just 
need to keep on preaching and teaching the truth because just as John said, “I do not write to you because you do not 
know the truth, but because you do know it.”  
 
And that brings me to the final reason as to why John wrote this letter. John wrote it so that God’s children might know 
that they have eternal life. 1 John 5:13 “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 
you may know that you have eternal life.” 
 
One of Satan’s most powerful weapons is the weapon of doubt. We are living in times where people who claim to be 
Christians have their hearts set on going to heaven. And we are living in times where God’s people who are Christians 
scripturally are living in doubt of heaven. Now the reason that other groups never have doubt is because Satan has 
already got them exactly where he wants them. He’s already convinced them that they are saved. 
 
But we as Christians are constantly being attacked with doubt because Satan knows that he can’t take our salvation 
away from us but he can take our joy and effectiveness as witnesses of Christ away from us. But the question you need 
to ask yourself is this, who are you going let carry the most weight in your life? In other words, who are you going to 
believe? 
 
When Jesus is speaking to some Jews who claimed they believed in Him, He said in John 8:44 “You belong to your 
father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to 
the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 
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You see Satan is a liar and he’s very good at whispering lies in our ears. In fact Jesus says when it comes to lying, he’s 
the best, and he’s the father of lies. You see all of mankind needs some kind of assurance, in fact all Christians need 
this kind of assurance. Why? Well because James tells us in James 4:13+14 that life is short. 
 
He says, “Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on 
business and make money." Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes.” Solomon tells us in Proverbs 27:1 “Do not boast about tomorrow, for 
you do not know what a day may bring forth.” 
 
All of mankind need assurance because death is a fact. Hebrews 9:27 “Just as man is destined to die once, and after 
that to face judgment.” Now you have a choice, you can either go to the judgment in fear of going to hell. Or you can 
put your trust in Jesus’ words and promises revealed to us in His word. 
 
John says, “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have 
eternal life.” Well how do we know? Colossians 2:6-8 says, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness. See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on 
human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.” Paul says you can be assured of eternal 
life because it’s not based on some human philosophy. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16+17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Paul says you can be assured 
of eternal life because it’s not based on sociology, psychology or politics. John says you can be assured of your eternal 
salvation not because it is based on dreams or visions, he says, “I write these things to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” The assurance of eternal life is based upon God’s 
revealed and written word. 
 
What is the most terrifying thing you have ever experienced? Maybe for some of you it was living through the war. 
Maybe for someone of you it was lying in a hospital bed awaiting life threatening surgery. Well let me tell you that 
death isn’t your problem, it’s what comes after it. Judgement is the most terrifying experience that everyone ever born 
and died or still to be born and die will have to go through. 
 
However, that’s if you’re not a Christian. 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” 
Imagine you’re before the judgment seat of Christ and in front of you is Christ Himself and just to the left is Satan. 
Now Satan will stand every time someone approaches the seat and say, “Guilty as charged for violating God’s laws.” 
 
Now you need to understand, Satan maybe the father of lies liked we looked at but when it comes to calling us sinners, 
he doesn’t have to lie. But what we need to remember and trust is what God has revealed to us in His word. We need to 
remember and trust what John told us last time. 1 John 2:1 “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not 
sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defence--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.” 
 
Our eternal salvation is assured not because of the good things we do. Not because of our church attendance or how 
many sermons someone preaches. Our eternal salvation is assured because Jesus Christ Himself, who bought each and 
everyone of us with His own blood, is our defence lawyer. 
 
Every time God demands justice for someone’s sin, and every time Satan says that a person is guilty Jesus says, “It’s 
paid for.” Romans 8:1+2 “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 
Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.” 
 
Now I don’t know about you but I’m glad that Jesus is speaking on my behalf because if I was to rely on some of the 
people in this world to make a case for my defence, I wouldn’t make it. And sadly if we were to rely on some of our 
own brethren we might not make it. But the point is that John is telling us that He doesn’t want you to worry about 
your eternal destination, Jesus has already sorted that. He says if you don’t believe Him read it for yourself. You’ve got 
the Bible readily available, and the reason you’ve got it is that you might know that you too can access to the truth. 
 
When Paul is speaking about the full armour of God in Ephesians 6, it’s interesting that he says in verse 17, “Take the 
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 
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The helmet and the sword equal certainty and truth. Don’t let Satan get into your mind with doubts about your 
salvation. Don’t let him steal the joy and certainty of your salvation. And the way to prevent those things from 
happening is to trust God and the promises revealed in His word. 
 
Let me challenge you to stop trusting in your own abilities and good deeds. Let me challenge you to start trusting and 
believing in His promises. Isaiah 43:10 “You are my witnesses," declares the Lord, "and my servant whom I have 
chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor will 
there be one after me.” 
 
When Jesus after healing a paralytic is speaking to the teachers of the law who were accusing Him of blasphemy, he 
says to them in Matthew 9:4-6 “Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, "Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your 
hearts? Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? But so that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins." 
 
John himself in his gospel wrote in John 20:30+31 “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” That’s not only for life in this world loved ones, it’s 
also for life in the next. 
 
I heard a story about a woman who was very poor and she lay on her death bed. The family doctor bent over and heard 
her whisper, “Praise the Lord.” The doctor said, “Why how can you praise God when you are dying in a poorhouse?” 
She said, “Oh doctor, it’s wonderful to know that I’m going from a poorhouse to a mansion in the skies.” 
 
2 Peter 1:20+21 “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own 
interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
You see loved ones, where we spend eternity has already been written, not by man with his own thoughts but by godly 
men who were inspired or carried along by the Holy Spirit. Now if you’re not a Christian this morning, you need to 
understand that God doesn’t lie. This assurance we’ve been talking about today can be yours today. People can break 
into your house and steal your valuables, people may even steal your husband or wife away from you but they can 
never steal the eternal riches in your heavenly home. 
 
1 Peter 1:3-5 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation 
that is ready to be revealed in the last time.” 
 
Some people put their hope in their riches, some people put their hope in the preacher. If you’re not a Christian this 
morning then let me encourage you to read God’s word for yourself and you will see that He clearly tells us to repent 
of our ways, confess Jesus as Lord of our lives. Then you too can experience this new birth which Peter talks about by 
being baptised into Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And from no hope or hope in earthly things, you will 
receive a living hope. 
 
But you will also receive something else, you will receive the guarantee of your salvation. Ephesians 1:11-14 “In him 
we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity 
with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, 
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.” 
 
You will receive God living in you, in the form of His Spirit, “who is a deposit guaranteeing your inheritance.” Loved 
ones let’s not water down the word of God, let’s keep it in its proper place. Let’s keep it where it’s supposed to be, 
above our lives and as the standard by which we live our lives. Let’s keep the Bible as our measuring rod so that we 
can understand what is truth and what is false. Let us hold on to that peace which we receive from knowing that our 
salvation is assured. 
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You see I didn’t just choose John’s letter to preach from to let you know that there are false teachers in the world 
today. I chose to preach on John’s letter to let you know that you need to live pure lives, and you need to know and 
have the proper relationship with God and each other. But also I chose this letter to let you know that you can have 
access to His word today and to let you know that you have or can have eternal life.  
 
And so as God says to Aaron and his sons in Numbers 6:24-26 "The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his 
face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” Or as the song 
says, let us continue “To stand on the promises of God” which he has revealed to us in His word. 
 


