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‘Miraculously led by God.’ (2) 
 
In our last lesson we saw how God miraculous delivered Israel from Egypt using very powerful miracles. Using 
Moses and Aaron, God sent plague after plague to demonstrate that He was more powerful that any of the Egyptian 
gods. And so after spending 430 years in slavery, and Pharaoh finally yielding to God’s request to let His people go, 
the Israelites were now on their way out of Egypt. 
 
But as we saw after spending so much time in Egypt being enslaved and surrounded by idolatry, this wasn’t an easy 
transition because the Israelites wanted to go back to Egypt when times got hard. And that was understandable 
because they were raised in Egypt, their families were born there and buried there. It had become a part of their 
culture, and they knew exactly what to expect whilst they were in Egypt. 
 
In this lesson we will be looking at how Israel is miraculously led by God. I want to begin by looking at the life of 
Moses and then a little later we will look at the life of Joshua. Because it’s really these two men that God uses to lead 
His people to where they need to be, the Promised Land. 
 
Now I’m not going to talk about the early years of Moses life but I want to begin by looking at when he became an 
adult. Moses grew up knowing he was a Hebrew in Pharaoh’s household because his own mother nursed him. But 
when he grows up into a man things start to change for Moses. Hebrews 11:24+25 “By faith Moses, when he had 
grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with the people of 
God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.” 
 
Something changed in Moses’ life but what exactly was it about Moses that changed? Exodus 2:11+12 “One day, 
after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at their hard labour. He saw 
an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. Looking this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the 
Egyptian and hid him in the sand.” 
 
You see Moses may have been raised as an Egyptian but because he was being nursed by his mother, it’s evident that 
she must have taught him about his heritage as an Israelite. But what happened to change Moses? I believe he started 
to see things through God’s eyes. 
 
The text says ‘one day’, it’s as though God has opened his eyes to what is going on around him. And don’t tell me 
this is the first time Moses has seen any form of injustice, he was raised in Egypt and he would have seen this sort of 
thing happening on a daily basis. But one day, he sees what’s happening through God’s eyes, he sees his fellow 
Israelites suffering. He sees an Egyptian beating one of his fellow Hebrew men and he became so furious at seeing 
this injustice, he killed the Egyptian and buried him. 
 
Later, in Exodus 2:14, Moses sees two Hebrews fighting and breaks it up, one of them says, ‘Who made you a judge 
and ruler over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?’ Exodus 2:15 tells us that after killing this 
Egyptian man, Pharaoh finds out about it and seeks to have Moses killed. And so understandably because he feared 
for his life, he basically ran way to Midian. 
 
Exodus 2:23-25 “The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery 
went up to God. God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with 
Jacob. So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.” God heard their cries, remembered the 
promise He gave to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
The promise which was first made to Abraham in Genesis 15:18-21 and then renewed to his son Isaac in Genesis 
26:3-5, and to Isaac’s son Jacob in Genesis 28:13. And so it was at the mountain of God, Horeb that God first makes 
contact with Moses through a burning bush which I want to spend a little time on. Exodus 3:2+3 tells us that initially 
an angel of the Lord appears to Moses in a “flame of fire from the midst of a bush.”  
 
Now this is miraculous within itself because although the bush is burning with fire, but the bush itself is not being 
consumed by the fire. And so after revealing Himself to Moses, God then starts to speak directly to Moses. He tells 
Moses in Exodus 3:7-10 that He has heard the cries of His people in Egypt. And that He is calling on Moses to be the 
one who will go in there and deliver them from their trouble with the Egyptians.  
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And notice the land promise in Exodus 3:8 “So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and 
to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.” 
 
Moses’ initial response to God was, who am I to go down and bring the children of Israel out from their Egyptian 
bondage? Now I mentioned in my last lesson that one of the reasons God sent all these plagues on Egypt was not only 
to let Pharaoh know who God was but also to let the Israelites know who God was. That’s why Moses questions God 
in Exodus 3:13 “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and 
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”  
 
And so God replies and says in Exodus 3:14 “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’” Now remember the Bible doesn’t use names for God in the same way as we use names today. 
For example, the word El-Shaddai describes His nature as the all sufficient one, the all-powerful One. The word 
Adonia describes His character as Lord, Master, the One with all authority. The word Yahweh describes His nature as 
the everlasting, self-existing One. 
 
And so when God speaks to Moses, He is not giving Moses a name as we understand it. But He’s telling Moses to tell 
His people that Yahweh, ‘I AM THAT I AM’ , the self-existing One has sent you. God is basically saying to Moses I 
don’t need a name but I will give you one to tell my people. 
 
Now remember the Israelites have been in captivity in Egypt for 430 years and so God goes on to say in Exodus 3:15 
just in case My people have forgotten who ‘I AM’ , “The LORD, (The One with all authority), the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob has sent me to you.’” And as we all know, there 
is no doubting the Deity claims of Jesus as He used those same words to describe Himself on many occasions. 
 
Let me give you one example, an example which is very often overlooked. You remember in John 18 when the 
religious leaders sent over 600 men to arrest Jesus in the garden, Jesus asks them, “who are you looking for and they 
reply Jesus of Nazareth”, what did Jesus say? John 18:5 “I am’. Now most translations use the words ‘I am he’ but 
the word ‘he’ isn’t in the original text, Jesus simply says, ‘I am’. There’s no doubt that Jesus was claiming to be Deity 
because we can see that simply by the reaction of those 600 men in John 18:6 “When Jesus said, “I am,” they drew 
back and fell to the ground.”  
 
Now going back to Exodus, notice again the reminder to the Israelites of who God is and the land promise in Exodus 
3:16+17. In Exodus 3:19+20 God tells Moses to approach Pharaoh after he has pulled his people together, to tell 
Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go into the wilderness for their three day journey to worship Him at Mount Sinai. 
God then tells Moses that Pharaoh is not going to let them go on this first request and so He will stretch out His hand 
and strike Egypt with all of His wonders and then Pharaoh will let His people go. 
 
And notice Exodus 3:21+22 “And I will make the Egyptians favourably disposed toward this people, so that when 
you leave you will not go empty-handed. Every woman is to ask her neighbour and any woman living in her house 
for articles of silver and gold and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters. And so you will 
plunder the Egyptians.” 
 
Now why are these verses and God’s instructions important? Well basically this is all the material God’s people will 
need later, to build and supply the tabernacle with all its furnishings and fittings. You see loved ones, God is always a 
way a head of the game. God was not only preparing His people for freedom, He was preparing them for a purpose 
which we shall see in our fourth lesson. And at this moment, He is preparing Moses who still isn’t convinced that he 
is the man for the job of leading the people out of Egypt. 
 
And so once again he questions God in Exodus 4:1 “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The 
LORD did not appear to you?’” So God shows Moses a miracle in Exodus 4:2-4 as his rod turns into a snake but 
when Moses picks it up it turns back into a rod. And notice again what the God says in Exodus 4:5 “This,” said the 
LORD, “is so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob—has appeared to you.”  
 
Do you see how over and over again how God has to convince not only Moses but His very own people as to whom 
God is? In Exodus 4:6+7 God shows Moses another miracle, He tells Moses to put his hand into his cloak and then to 
take it back out again.  
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When he takes his hand back out again, his hand then becomes like leprous snow. He then tells Moses to put his hand 
back into his cloak and to take it back out again. And when he does, when he pulls his hand back out again, his hand 
is restored back to its original condition. 
 
In Exodus 4:8+9 God proceeds to tell Moses if they still don’t believe him, then he is to take water from the river and 
pour it on dry land, and the water will then become blood on the dry land. But despite all of these miracles which 
have just happened in front of Moses’ eyes, he’s still doubting that he is the man for the job. Exodus 4:10 “Moses 
said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have 
spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”  
 
Have you ever been asked to do something that you simply don’t want to do? I know I have and I know that I’ve 
become an expert at giving excuse after excuse after excuse. But this is no excuse in God’s eyes because God replies 
to him and says in Exodus 4:11+12 “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who 
gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what 
to say.”  
 
But Moses still isn’t convinced he’s the man for the job and says in Exodus 4:13 “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please 
send someone else.” And so the Lord became angry with Moses but in His grace tells him to take Aaron with him as 
the spokesman. Does this sound like a great leader? Does this sound like a man who is going to deliver God’s people 
from Egypt? 
 
You know if we didn’t know how the story goes, we would probably be laughing at this point and thinking, ‘Moses is 
going to lead the people, ha your joking right?’ But loved ones does God choose leaders like the world chooses 
leaders? Would we choose people like Ehud who was disabled and Shamgar who was a farmer to deliver Israel 
during the times of the Judges? Would we choose a scruffy, desert dwelling man named John to prepare the way for 
the Jesus? 
 
1 Corinthians 1:27-29 “God chose what the world thinks foolish to shame the wise, and God chose what the world 
thinks weak to shame the strong. God chose what is low and despised in the world, what is regarded as nothing, to set 
aside what is regarded as something, so that no one can boast in his presence.” 
 
So Moses goes back into Egypt at the age of 80 years old and along with his brother Aaron who is 83 years old go to 
speak to Pharaoh. And we know the story, when Moses and Aaron first approach Pharaoh, they tell him to let their 
people go so they can go into the wilderness to hold a feast with their God. Pharaoh obviously refuses to even 
consider this first request, so God does His first miracle in front of Pharaoh and his court. 
 
Now I dealt with this miracle and the ten plagues in my last lesson, so I’m not going to get into them in this lesson. 
But I will say this, it was the last and final judgment that finally breaks Pharaoh and he agrees to let the Israelites go. 
The Israelites start to leave but there is now one bigger event that must happen before they are finally set free for 
good, the parting of the Red Sea. 
 
This next miracle by God has to be one of the most dramatic and spectacular in all of Scripture. The children of Israel 
have now left Egypt. Pharaoh, after allowing them to leave, once more changes his mind and decides to pursue them 
with all of his army in order to try and get them back. Now I’m not going to talk about the pillar of fire and cloud in 
this lesson but will speak more about it in our next lesson. 
 
And so when the children of Israel see Pharaoh’s army coming, they start complaining to Moses. And let’s be fair, 
wouldn’t you be complaining if you saw an army of Egyptian chariots coming towards you? Anyway, they end up 
getting stuck before the Red Sea and they have nowhere else to go. If they try and move forward, they will drown in 
the Red Sea, if they try to move backwards, they will be caught by the Egyptian army that is moving in on them.  
 
The only thing that can save them now is a powerful miracle from God Himself. And so now more, than any other 
time is the time for faith. And so Moses steps forward in this hopeless situation and says to the Israelites in Exodus 
14:13+14 “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The 
Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.”  
 
Wow, is this the same Moses we saw earlier at the burning bush? The same Moses that ran away from Egypt and 
came up with excuse after excuse as to why he isn’t the one who should deliver Israel. 
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God says to Moses in Exodus 14:15+16 “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise your 
staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry 
ground.” 
 
What a sight this must have been as the water slowly resides to the left and to the right. The Red Sea is literally 
parted, and there is now dry ground, which God has miraculously provided for His people in order for them to escape 
from the Egyptians. 
 
We can only imagine what this would have been like to be actually walking on this dry ground with a literal wall of 
water on both sides of us. I would imagine that this was one of the scariest walks in Israel’s history. But do you know 
what they are learning as they walk through? Faith. 
 
They’ve already seen many wonders by God and now they are practicing what real Bible faith is. Real Bible faith has 
legs attached to it, real faith walks with trust in God. After all of the Israelites had safely crossed over to the other 
side of the Red Sea, God then tells Moses in Exodus 14:26 “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may 
flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” 
 
At this time, the Egyptian army had just entered onto the dry land, Moses does what God commands and the sea 
returns to its full depth while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. The waters returned and covered the chariots, the 
horsemen, and all of the army of Pharaoh and not one of them was left standing. 
 
God had literally wiped Israel’s enemy right off the face of the map with this one incredible act of deliverance. 
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:1+2 “For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our 
ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. They were all baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea.” 
 
Paul says that the walls of water stood on either side of the Israelites, and the cloud was over them. And so they went 
‘through’ the sea, as they passed ‘under’ the cloud, they were immersed in the cloud-sea combination.The people 
were saved from the Egyptians on the day of their baptism, at which point they also entered into a new relationship 
with Moses. And like Christians today, we are made free from sin when we submit to the waters of baptism which 
replicate Christ’s burial and resurrection.  
 
Now there are some people who don’t believe that this event took place, there are even Christians who doubt this 
event took place. But for the love of me I can’t understand why any Christian can say they believe in Genesis 1+2 but 
they doubt this miracle. 
 
Loved ones, why can’t the One who created the sun not be able to stop it in its tracks for a whole day? Why can’t the 
One who created life not be able to raise people from the dead? Why can’t the One who created water not be able to 
separate it for a whole night? Have you ever thought why it took so long to get the people across? 
 
Exodus 12:37 “The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on 
foot, besides women and children.” It has been estimated that around two million Hebrews were making their way 
across the Red sea. 
 
But notice what the next verse says in Exodus 12:38 “Many other people went up with them, and also large droves of 
livestock, both flocks and herds.” Now think about it, the Israelites weren’t the only ones who had been enslaved and 
wouldn’t you cease the opportunity for freedom if it came your way? You see God doesn’t perform miracles for the 
fun of it, He performs them for a reason and it’s usually to encourage faith in Him. 
 
And the reason for this miracle is evident because of what we read in Exodus 14:31 “When the Israelites saw the 
mighty hand of the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and 
in Moses his servant.” What a journey this has been not only for the Israelites but especially for Moses. 
 
Now we will look at the events surrounding Sinai and Moses’ death in lesson four. But for now I want us to look at 
Joshua, the son of Nun and then at the end I will try and bring it all together and make some practical applications. 
But, how much is generally known about Joshua? I think that the answer to that question would be, ‘very little.’   
 
He was born in Egypt, as a slave towards the end of the Egyptian bondage and it was in Egypt that he grew up. 
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He’s first mentioned in Exodus 17:13 in the battle against the Amalekites. Osea, to use his first name, must have been 
a man of outstanding quality, because he became the personal servant and bodyguard of Moses, standing guard 
outside his tent according to Exodus 33:11. 
 
Moses later changed the young man’s name to ‘Jeoshua’ by adding a letter ‘Y’  from the name of God, ‘YHVH’ , 
giving his name the meaning, ‘Jehovah is salvation’. Numbers 13:16. We also know that when Moses went up Mount 
Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments from God, Joshua went with him, at least part of the way according to 
Exodus 24:13. 
 
And when we think about that, this was a great honour, especially when we remember that Aaron who had been 
appointed spokesman for Moses when Moses went to speak with Pharaoh was left below with the people, and God 
called for Joshua to accompany Moses. 
 
And it was around two months after the exodus, that Moses appointed him commander of the army, when he won a 
great victory over the Amalekites according to Numbers 27:18-23. There is no doubt that Joshua was a tremendously 
effective leader and general because in the space of six years, he defeated 6 Canaanites tribes, and 31 Canaanite kings 
and their cities.  
 
But despite all these great victories throughout Canaan we must remember that he failed, he successfully led the 
Israelites into Canaan but he failed to bring them rest. He was a man who lived much of his life in the shadow of the 
great Moses. Moses was such a towering personality that anyone who came immediately after him would seem small 
by comparison. 
 
And just as a side note, I find it rather strange that Hebrews 4:8 is the only chapter in the New Testament, where we 
find the name of Joshua. I would have expected to find him mentioned in that great 11th chapter of Hebrews where 
the ‘heroes of faith’ are enrolled. But he is only referred to by inference in verse 30, whilst some other lesser-known 
people are mentioned by name, such as Jephthah, Barak. Gideon. 
 
Now sometimes it is said that Joshua was Moses’ successor, that’s simply not true, the only sense in which it may be 
said to be true is in that Joshua succeeded him in time. Joshua was a completely different character to Moses. He 
came after Moses, but he didn’t succeed him in office, in other words, he didn’t take over the position, or role of 
Moses. 
 
Deuteronomy 18:18 tells us that God said to Moses, “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
brethren; and I will put my words in his mouth and he shall speak to them all that I command him”. The One who 
was ‘a prophet like unto Moses’, in fulfilment of this prophecy, was Jesus Himself, as the New Testament makes 
clear on at least two occasions.  
 
The Jewish people themselves certainly didn’t believe that Joshua was the one who fulfilled the promise, because 
when they came to John the baptizer they asked him, “Are you that prophet?” in John 1:21.  So far as they were 
concerned, the prophecy relating to ‘the prophet like Moses’ had not yet been fulfilled, and John himself denied that 
he fulfilled it. So, we must be careful not to teach that Joshua took over the position of Moses. 
 
Now Joshua is probably best known as Moses’ right hand man who takes over and leads the Israelites into the 
Promised Land after Moses’ death. He’s considered by many to be one of the greatest military leaders in the Bible for 
leading the seven-year conquest of the Promised Land. Now Joshua, possibly even more than Moses had great faith 
in God. 
 
You may remember when the Israelites were on the edge of the Promised Land in Numbers 13, God commanded 
Moses to send out twelve people to spy out the land, one from each of the tribes of Israel. When they came back, ten 
of them reported that the land, while wonderful as the Lord had promised, was occupied by strong and fierce warriors 
dwelling in large, fortified cities.  
 
And there were these giants of a people called the Nephilim living in the land. And so they were terribly afraid but 
two people called Joshua and Caleb had a different perspective on the land, they too like Moses earlier saw the land 
through God’s eyes. 
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Numbers 14:7-9 “They said to the whole community of the Israelites, “The land we passed through to investigate is 
an exceedingly good land. If the LORD delights in us, then he will bring us into this land and give it to us – a land 
that is flowing with milk and honey. Only do not rebel against the LORD, and do not fear the people of the land, for 
they are bread for us. Their protection has turned aside from them, but the LORD is with us. Do not fear them!”  
 
Here we see one thing that sets Joshua and Caleb apart from the rest of the Israelites, they believed in the promises of 
God. They were not intimidated by the size of the warriors or the strength of the cities, why? Because they knew their 
God and they remembered. 
 
They remembered how God had dealt with Egypt, the most powerful nation on the earth at that time. They 
remembered the plagues, they remembered the parting of the Red Sea. And they believed with all their hearts that if 
God could take care of the mighty Egyptian army, He could certainly take care of the various Canaanite tribes around 
them.  
 
And having faith like that loved ones, brings about rewards from heaven. Because Exodus 14:30 tells us that God 
rewarded Joshua’s and Caleb’s faith by exempting them from the entire generation of Israelites that would perish in 
the wilderness. And as we shall see in lesson four, Joshua’s faithfulness to God is clearly seen in the act of obediently 
consecrating the people before the invasion of the Promised Land and again after the defeat at Ai.  
 
But if there is one event in the life of Joshua where his faith is an example to all, it has to be when he gathers the 
people together one last time and recounts the deeds of God on their behalf. And it was after that speech, Joshua 
urges the people to forsake their idols and remain faithful to the covenant that God made with them at Sinai. 
 
He says in Joshua 24:15 “If you have no desire to worship the LORD, choose today whom you will worship, whether 
it be the gods whom your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
are living. But I and my family will worship the LORD!”  
 
The question is, would you be willing to stand up in faith against everyone else when they doubt God’s promises? 
And if we learn anything from Moses and Joshua it’s simply this, they not only believed and trusted in the promises 
of God, they lived by those promises. God promised Abraham that his descendants would dwell in the land, and 
under Joshua, God brought the people into the land that He had promised to give to them.  
 
And like I mentioned in my last lesson just like Moses, Jesus delivered us from the bondage of sin, and just like 
Joshua, Jesus will bring us into the eternal Promised Land and everlasting Sabbath rest. And so God used Moses and 
Joshua in a powerful way, not only to teach them reliance and trust in Him but to teach all of God’s people reliance 
and trust in Him. 
 
And that’s one reason we should take the time to read and study the Old Testament as a whole. Romans 15:4 “For 
everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures 
and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.”  
 
Now hope is an amazing thing, isn’t it? If we can cling to hope in the midst of trials, a difficult situation can become 
bearable because hope will enable us to get through it. I don’t know of a single soul who doesn’t have hope of some 
kind because we all need it. Paul says the Word of God was written to give us hope in this life.   
 
But we need to use the personal accounts of Scripture to decide and determine for ourselves where our hope is based. 
We are to take the information presented and make a judgment on it. Will we use it to have the hope that the Word 
offers? Or will we disregard the Word as just another book and wander through life hopelessly?  
 
You see loved ones, the Bible is God’s way of helping us to not only believe in Him but to totally trust Him. The 
Scriptures were written to encourage us, lead us and build us up in faith, love and hope. The more we read it, believe 
it and live by it, the more our own personal faith will grow. 
 
Let me leave you with this question, do you believe what we’ve just read? Do you believe that the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob delivered and led Israel out of Egypt using powerful wonders and miracles? If you do then simply 
remember this, the same God who delivered Israel is the same God you follow and worship today.   
 
So trust Him and look at the world around you through His eyes as He leads you in His righteous path to eternal life. 


