“Grow Christian grow” (2)

The last time we were together we saw that Petendsd us of four blessings which are very precious for the
Christian. He also reminded usdrPeter 1:Zhat grace and peace is multiplied in the knowledgeoaf &d of Jesus
our Lord. And in2 Peter 1:he reminded us that all things that pertain to life and geski are given through the
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue. We atsmtioned Peter’s final words of encouragement to
finish his letter, i2 Peter 3:1&here he challenges us to grow in the grace and knowtéddge Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

But before we get into our text today let me sharé watu a storyabout a man a man who got a job as an usher at
picture house; he was walking up the isle before theviira about to start, when he came across a man lyergio
seats in the back row, the usher went over to theamdrsaid;'Sir, you need to sit up and only take one s@&ait the
man just moaned, so the usher s&ickcuse me sir, you really need to sit up and if you ddmit]l get the
manager.’But the man still didn’t move, he just lay there anuamed.

So the usher got the manager, and the manager'BSadise me sir, would you please get up and only use ohe se
we need these seats for paying customdst’still, the man didn’t move. So the manager s&id, if you don't
move | am going to phone for the Policbkyit the man still didn’'t move. So the manager got thiegand the
policeman said;Sir, what is your name”And the man repliedTommy,” the policeman saidand where do you
come from Tommy?the man saidthe balcony’

And the moral of the story is, if people don't move firobably because there is something wrong. Or let m& put
this way, if Christians don’t grow there is definitelynsething wrongHave you ever wondered what it means to
grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Clh@iatPwe as Christians be absolutely certain thatreve a
growing in this knowledge? Why is it so important for P&beurge his readers and us today to grow in this
knowledge?

Well thankfully Peter is going to give us the answerhtse questions today. And the first thing he is goirgltais
is that growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ invothhesdevelopment of eight grac@sPeter 1:5-7 “Yes, and for
this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in yaitin supply moral excellence; and in moral excellence,
knowledge;and in knowledge, self-control; and in self-control @ate; and in patience godlineas in godliness
brotherly affection; and in brotherly affection, love.

Peter mentions faith, moral excellence or virtue asestranslations have it. He mentions knowledge, seifrob
and patience or perseverance as some translationg heeementions godliness, brotherly affection and lovewN
look at what he says i Peter 1:8 “For if these things are yours and abound niaé&g you to be not idle nor
unfruitful to the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Peter says we need to abound in these eight gracesnbwt to continue to grow in the knowledge of JesussChr
Loved ones, Peter is talking about something which is tharesimply increasing our intellectual knowledge of
Jesus Christ. He is talking about growing ifulh andpersonaknowledge of Jesus Christ.

There was a newspaper article about a famous preatherygars ago. And in the article they likened him toesom
of the apostles which | guess would be a huge complimesbime, but not for this preacher and so he wrote to th
newspaper and saitl,do not want to be like a Paul or any mere man. | v@iie like Christ, | want to follow Him
only, copy His teachings, drink in His Spirit, and placefe®t in His footprints. Oh, to be more like Christ!"

You see loved ones Peter doesn’t want us just to knowtalesus, he wants us to look like Jesus, he wants us to
sound like Jesus, he wants us to speak like Jesus, he wanmthing like Jesus. If you want to be like Jesus, have
faith like Jesus had. Have the virtue like Jesus had. thaknowledge that Jesus had. Have the self-control like
Jesus had. Have the patience like Jesus had. Havedliwegs, brotherly affection and love like Jesus had.

In other words these will help you be Christ-like. Beealuknow some people who have a lot of knowledge of the
Bible but their lives are far from reflecting that kneddgie. They can name all the books of the Bible and baable
guote book chapter and verse from each of those booksh&Wkrtowledge means nothing if it isn’t reflected in you
life.
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You see the more we grow in these graces as Christi@nmore we will really know Jesus because Jesust@h
the perfect personification of these graces. Now wa'lg a few verses intd Peterand he has used the word
knowledge5 timesalready. He uses the wotd timesthroughout his second letter. The wartbwledgeis the
Greek wordepignosiswhich means to become thoroughly acquainted with, to knowugabty, to know accurately,
to know well.

And loved ones Peter says this knowledge can only comé al@n we demonstrate these eight graces in our live
And please don'’t think this is simply a case of getting ujpénmorning and thinkingpk | need to work on my
knowledge today or I'm going to work on my faith todaBéter says i@ Peter 1:5 “For this very reason, make evel
effort to add.”For us to grow in our knowledge of Jesus Christ we teethderstand that all these eight graces nec
to be working together.

Did you know that some of the most powerful singing caihdard within the churches of Chrigt® you know we
don’t use instruments expect the instrument which God hasemded us to use which is our voices. And when
Acapella music is in full force, it's very powerfuh@ heartfelt singing.

| remember last year a few of men wentembley’sanniversary meeting and we were blessed to be in the pees:
of the Lancaster family who have their own Acapellaugr. | mean the singing was just so powerful as everyone
done their part. We had people singing their individual parethehn it alto or soprano, tenors or basses. And the
whole singing experience was taken to another level fromy wlaisually do every Lord’s Day.

Now we can sing and do our best but sometimes our singiitghat great but when everyone begins to sing their
individual parts of a song, it's beautiful and powerfulokagain atl Peter 1:5-7 “For this very reason, make every
effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowladdep knowledge, self-control; and to self-control
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godiéssl affection; and to mutual affection, love.”

What Peter is saying here, when he sayd to’, he saying that when each grace is working in harmottytive
others this will produce the overall effect. He sayimgf each grace is to blend with and make perfect the thrate
goes before it.

Let me show you what | mean, Peter says, to knowleddeself-control. What he is saying is that the gracelbf s
control enables us to apply properly the knowledge we hfien he says to self-control add perseverance, he
saying self-control in turn needs the quality of perseweram be consistent day after day. In other words wi can
just work on our brotherly affection one day and then vaorlour love the next. Each grace must be developed in
conjunction with each other. And make no mistake atdaved ones this takes effort on our part.

Peter says i@ Peter 1:5 “Yes, and for this very cause adding on yotrapatiligence, in your faith supply moral
excellence; and in moral excellence, knowleddend he also says i Peter 1:10 “Therefore, brothers, be more
diligent to make your calling and election sure. For ii go these things, you will never stumble.”

He uses the word diligence which means we need to hzeal about growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. W\
need to earnestly strive to grow. Yes we're given theofjithe Holy Spirit at our baptism and one of Higegois to
help us become more Christ-like but growing is not géanlgappen on its own. You have to work with the Sporit t
help you grow. Because if we don't put any effort into oomgng than we can’t grow into the fully mature Christia
which God wants us to become.

There was a woman who had been a school teach2® fggars. When she heard about a job that would mean a
promotion, she applied for the position. However, samesho had been teaching for only one year was hired
instead. She went to the principal and asked why. The pain@sponded]'m sorry, but you haven't had 25 years
of experience as you claim; you've had only one yegpsreence 25 timesDuring that whole time the teacher had
not improved.

There are many Christians today who suffer frfBeter Pan syndromeyou know the little boy who said, don'’t
want to grow up’ There are many Christians who have been Christ@nsdny years but they haven't grown.

There are many Christians today, like the little boywhd his first night in a big bed, after 3 years in aamd, he
got in. In the middle of the night his mum and dad heardchy;mand when they went through, the little boy was
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lying on the floor, rubbing his head, and his parents Sditiat happened”The little boy said;l guess | stayed to
close to where | got in”

And what Peter is telling us loved ones is that unlessoméinue to grow, we are simply repeating the first yeéar
our Christian lives over and over again; we've stayed msedo where we got in. And just in case you're wonderil
if all that effort is worth it, Peter goes on to givethree reasons as to why we should continue to grdwe in t
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 1:9 “For he who lacks these things is blind, seeilygndhat is near, having forgotten the cleansing from his
old sins.”l used to work with the elderly many years ago and | spéaw gears working with those who had
dementia which is a horrible disease. Now what wagesting was that they could recall with detail evertieh
happened years ago but try and ask them what they did yeséadilyey couldn’t tell you.

Let me ask youhave you ever stopped to think about something, and then forgiart@gain®¥ou see we all
became Christians because we knew we had a sin problemné@dld to be dealt with and so we come to the
waters of baptism to have those sins forgigut. what are we supposed to do after that? As Christvhas are we
supposed to do next?

We're supposed to grow into the likeness of Jesus Chwstllones. And Peter is telling his readers and us this
morning that unless we grow in our knowledge of Jesus Gingsso become more Christ-like we could end up wil
spiritual amnesia. Peter says if you're not growingi'ngblind and short-sighted.

What is a Christian’s ultimate reason for being aisEian? Is it just to go to church? Is it just to get tbhgewith
other Christians who believe the same thing? Iséngure that we don't lose our salvation? What is Goapose
for you being a Christian today?

Paul tells us first of all iRomans 8:29 “For whom he foreknew, he also predestinkd tonformed to the image of
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among manthbre.”Paul says the goal and ultimate aim for you being a
Christian is to become like Jesus Christ Himself. Résd tell us over i€olossians 3:9-11 “Do not lie to one
another, for you have stripped off the old nature witpriggticesand have clothed yourselves with the new nature,
which is being renewed in full knowledge, consistenhlite image of the one who creatednthim there is no
Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarigythfan, slave, or free person. Instead, the Messiah is a
and in all”.

Paul says the reason you're a Christian is to demdeastrgour life that you have changed and are changing daily
into the likeness of Jesus Christ Himself. Which motly what Peter means when he says we need to grithwe in
knowledge of Christ. When we don’'t grow, we forget, wg&mwhy we were redeemed by the blood of Christ in tl
first place.

Yes we're Christians because we want our sins fongiug we should be striving to present ourselves to God and
become what He wants us to become, which is the ldseofHis Son Jesus. So not only will we end up with
spiritual amnesia if we don’'t grow in the knowledge ofi§th We could end up losing our salvation if we don’t groy
in our knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Peter says i@ Peter 1:10 “So then, my brothers, be all the mogeret® make your calling and election certain, for
you keep on doing this you will never faiNow please don’'t misunderstand what Peter is saying Here not
saying that Christians will never fail in terms of smmbecausé John 1:8-1@ells us we will sin and do sin. The
word fail or stumbleas some translations has it means to fall into migerkpss of salvation.

And what Peter is saying is that if we are continuingrtmw in our knowledge of Jesus Christ, the less chamce th
will be of us falling from grace and losing our salvatidnd for us to do that we need to be diligent, we need to be
earnestly trying to grow. And so the effort we make tongroour knowledge of Jesus loved ones will be worth it.

When we’re growing we don't forget, when we're growingwen’t lose our salvation. After all that's where'vee
trying to get tasn't it? Like Peter told us id Petey we're strangers travelling through a strange land uetiyet to
our real home which is in heaven.
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And like Peter again reminds us of nexRieter 1:11 “For in this way you will be generously graetady into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus, the Mesd$@ter says grow Christian grow, heaven awaits your
arrival.

Can you imagine what heaven is going to be like? A [ifilewas taking an evening walk with her father.
Wonderingly, she looked up at the stars and exclaiii&adl; Daddy, if the wrong side of heaven is so beauytifhiat
must the right side be!"

Loved ones when we posses those eight graces, wheroweargthem and develop them into our lives, we will be
able to live victoriously in this life and with great joyloforward to what lies ahead. And then we too can joinl Pa
and understand his words4nrimothy 4:6-8 “I am already being poured out as an offednd,the time for my
departure has comehave fought the good fight. | have completed the rblave kept the faithl'he victor's crown
of righteousness is now waiting for me, which the Loind,righteous Judge, will give to me on the day that he
comes, and not only to me but also to all who eagealy far his appearing”.

Loved ones let me encourage you keep reading your Biblesid_encourage you to keep growing so that others
will see Jesus in your lives. Let me encourage you toragatio grow in your knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Let me leave you with some words of a song. Years agongan calledmy Grantsung a song callétrat Baby.”|
think you’ll get the point after I've read the words.

| know a man, maybe you know him too, you never canhelmight even be you,
He knelt at the altar and that was the end, he’s sangkthat’s all that matters to him,
His spiritual tummy, it can’t take too much, one dayeeky he gets his spiritual lunch.

On Sunday he puts on his spiritual best, and gives his langusgetual rest,
He’s just a fat little baby, he wants his bottle andibesn’'t mean maybe,
He’s sampled solid food once or twice, but he says idedgaves him cold as ice.

He’s been baptised, sanctified, redeemed by the bloodelsays his daily devotions are down in the mud,
He knows the books of the Bible and John 3:16, he’s got thedii¢gfgng James you've ever seen.

I've always wondered if he’ll grow up some day, he’s marbay, and he likes it that way,
If you happen to see him, tell him | said, he’ll neveavgrif he never gets fed,
He’s just a fat little boy; He’s just a fat little Yoo

Keep growing Christian, keep growing.



