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“A sacrificial leader, led by God.” (2) 

 
We are going to look at an extraordinary man from Gilead this morning and we are going to see that he possessed 
many talents, one of which was a talent that most Christians could do with. 
 
I heard a story about a teacher who was helping one of her nursery kids put on his snow boots. So she started pulling 
them up and he was pushing his foot into them but the boots didn’t want to go on. When she finally got the second 
boot, she had worked up a sweat. But she almost lost her temper when the little boy said, "Teacher, they're on the 
wrong feet." She looked and sure enough, they were. It wasn't any easier pulling the boots off than it was putting 
them on but She managed to keep her cool as together they worked to get the boots back on, this time on the right 
feet. But the little boy said, "These aren't my boots."  
 
So again she bit her tongue rather than get right in his face and scream, "Why didn't you say so?" like she wanted to. 
And so once again she struggled to help him pull the ill-fitting boots off. Then he said, "They're my brother's boots. 
My mum made me wear them." She didn't know if she should laugh or cry. She mustered up the grace and courage 
she had left to wrestle the boots on his feet again. And then finally she said, "Now, where are your mittens?" the little 
boy said, "I stuffed them in the toes of my boots."  
 
I guess the point is that many times in our lives we try to stuff things that we want to forget about to the back of our 
minds. Turn your Bible to Judges 11, were going to look at the 9th judge of Israel this morning and his name is 
Jephthah. Now were not going to read everything about Jephthah but what we are going to do is pick out 3 of his 
talents. 
 
And so the first talent I want to highlight is this, “He didn’t let his past grudges hold him back from serving God.” In 
a society where broken families are the norm and many children are conceived, let’s say accidentally, through one 
night stands and affairs.  
 
It’s not surprising that some of these children are growing up without any confidence or purpose. Some children are 
brought up in violent homes where they are either neglected or abused mentally, physically or sexually. And so 
because of that up bringing, it leaves them scarred for life psychologically. Now Jephthah was a man just like that, he 
didn’t have a very good start to life either. 
 
Judges 11:1 “Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior. His father was Gilead; his mother was a prostitute.” When 
you were at school were you ever bullied? I know Funmi was and she told me that when she was being bullied, she 
lost her self-esteem; she lost her confidence, all because she wore glasses. Now Jephthah wasn’t being bullied 
because he wore glasses, he was being picked on because of who his mother was. Judges 11:1 tells us that “His 
mother was a prostitute.” 
 
But like much of the world today, his brothers blamed the wrong people. Judges 11:2 “Gilead's wife also bore him 
sons, and when they were grown up, they drove Jephthah away.” If Jephthah’s mother was a prostitute, you don’t 
need to be Sherlock Holmes to work that his father Gideon must have had sexual relations with someone he shouldn’t 
have had sexual relationships with. 
 
Now Gideon was a great leader of God’s people, but let’s be honest, he committed adultery.But before he committed 
this sin he was a great man, so great in fact, that after he had defeated the Midianites the people came to him and said 
in Judges 8:22. "Rule over us-you, your son and your grandson-because you have saved us out of the hand of 
Midian."  
 
But after he sinned, Japheth’s brothers didn’t think of their father’s ungodly act, why? Judges 11:2 "You are not 
going to get any inheritance in our family," they said, because you are the son of another woman." They didn’t dare 
blame their father because of their greed; they couldn’t blame their father because they would lose their inheritance. 
And when you get pressure coming on you from all sides especially from other family members, you’ve got one 
choice and that’s just to go. 
 
Judges 11:3 “So Jephthah fled from his brothers and settled in the land of Tob, where a group of adventurers gathered 
around him and followed him.” Now we don’t know how old Jephthah was when he fled to the “Land of Tob” from 
his family but I can imagine that he has been tormented by his brothers for years. 
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I can imagine his brothers saying things like, “Your mother’s a prostitute, or I bet you our dad Gilead isn’t your real 
dad, you’ve got a whole tribe to choose from.” But I want you to notice that even though he may have an illegitimate 
mother; he didn’t blame God for his past and he didn’t hold grudges with his family. 
 
Judges 11:4-10 “Some time later, when the Ammonites made war on Israel, the elders of Gilead went to get Jephthah 
from the land of Tob.”Come," they said, "be our commander, so we can fight the Ammonites." Jephthah said to them, 
"Didn't you hate me and drive me from my father's house? Why do you come to me now, when you're in trouble?" 
The elders of Gilead said to him, "Nevertheless, we are turning to you now; come with us to fight the Ammonites, 
and you will be our head over all who live in Gilead." Jephthah answered, "Suppose you take me back to fight the 
Ammonites and the Lord gives them to me--will I really be your head?" The elders of Gilead replied, "The Lord is 
our witness; we will certainly do as you say." 
 
Even though Jephthah had been thrown out of his home, even though he had been tormented about his mother, even 
though all his brothers were interested in was their inheritance, he forgave them and done God’s will. And loved 
ones, that’s a talent right there. He never forgot what they did, but he forgave them for what they did. 
 
And I’m wondering today if there are grudges that you are holding against someone, which are stopping you from 
serving God. You see when you hold a grudge against someone, its starts to eat you up inside like a cancer. And that 
grudge will grow and grow until you are so angry inside, you may want to do something which will cause you to sin. 
 
That’s what happened to Esau in Genesis 27:41, “Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father 
had given him. He said to himself, "The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob." 
But Jephthah remembered what God said in Leviticus 19:18, "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of 
your people, but love your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord.” In Mark 6 we find John the baptiser in prison and 
Herodias hated John so much the Bible says in Mark 6:19, “So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to 
kill him.” 
 
Loved ones if you are nursing a grudge against someone this morning then let me encourage you to use the talent of 
letting it go. Let it go and forgive the people who have upset you in the past because all it will do is eat you up and 
destroy you. 
 
The story goes that in the home of Dr Goheen, the well know missionary in India there was a native who was dusting 
and polishing his furniture and when accidentally he knocked over one of Dr Goheen’s favourite vases. The young 
Indian didn’t know what to do but fall on his knees and beg for mercy from the Doctor. The doctor just smiled and 
said, “Never mind, I forgive you.” The servant was astonished for a moment upon the quite face of the Christian man 
where there wasn’t a trace of anger. Then the servant jumped to his feet and shouted, “I believe, I believe!” The story 
goes on to say that the servant had been gradually coming to know Christ through the doctor and now his readiness to 
forgive had won him over completely to Jesus. 
 
Now loved ones if you hold a grudge against someone, you could be a stumbling block to them and so in effect 
you’re stopping them from following Christ. Colossians 3:13 “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” That’s a truth that you need to believe, you 
need to forgive to be forgiven. 
 
It’s interesting that the name Jephthah means “God will set free.” Now this was true in the sense that he was the one 
who would deliver God’s people from the Ammonites. But it’s also true in the sense of John 8:32, where Jesus says, 
“The truth will set you free." 
 
Now the elders of Gilead recognised they needed help and Jephthah was there man. In Judges 11:11ff we find that 
Jephthah took up the position of leader and went to work straight away. Jephthah tried the diplomatic approach first 
of all by talking with the enemy, but Ammonites wanted war and so Jephthah launched an attack. Now he didn’t go it 
alone, he had God with him. Judges 11:29 “Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah. He crossed Gilead and 
Manasseh, passed through Mizpah of Gilead, and from there he advanced against the Ammonites.”  
 
But as we know when it comes to God there needs to be a sacrifice of some sort and that’s what Jephthah’s 2nd talent 
was, “He was willing to sacrifice something personal to God.” You see while all this fighting was going on Jephthah 
made a rather rash vow to God. 
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Judges 11:30+31 “And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord: "If you give the Ammonites into my hands, whatever 
comes out of the door of my house to meet me when I return in triumph from the Ammonites will be the Lord's, and I 
will sacrifice it as a burnt offering." Basically he’s saying, “God, if You help me beat these guys, I will give You a 
burnt offering in return, just to let the people around me know that it was You who gave me the victory.” 
 
Judges 11:33 tells us that God gave him the victory. “He devastated twenty towns from Aroer to the vicinity of 
Minnith, as far as Abel Keramim. Thus Israel subdued Ammon.” Now after the battle was won and he returned home, 
who came out to meet him? His pet dog? His newly born lamb? No. Judges 11:34 “When Jephthah returned to his 
home in Mizpah, who should come out to meet him but his daughter, dancing to the sound of tambourines! She was 
an only child. Except for her he had neither son nor daughter.” 
 
It was his daughter, his only child, who came out to meet him. Can you imagine the gulp in his throat, when she came 
out? She’s happy to see him home, safe and well but he just looses it. Judges 11:35 “When he saw her, he tore his 
clothes and cried, "Oh! My daughter! You have made me miserable and wretched, because I have made a vow to the 
Lord that I cannot break." Jephthah tore his clothing in distress as he realized the terrible rashness of his vow.  
 
And doesn’t your heart just go out to him? You just can’t help but feel the pain and anxiety he has inside for his 
daughter. He must have been thinking, “What I have done?” You know it’s this part of the story that reminds me of 
Abraham and Isaac. In Genesis 22 when Abraham takes his one and only son up Mount Moriah to be sacrificed to the 
Lord. 
 
The Bible says that Isaac questioned his father in Genesis 22:7+8 “Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, 
"Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?" Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two 
of them went on together.” 
 
Abraham couldn’t bring himself to tell his son that he was the offering until the altar was made. But Isaac wasn’t a 
young child remember, he was old enough to understand what was going on. That’s why according to Genesis 22:9, 
he let his father Abraham “Bind him and help in up onto the altar.” 
 
Jephthah must have felt like Abraham felt. And his daughter had as much faith as Isaac did but in some respects even 
more because she didn’t know what the vow was that her father had made with God. Because notice her reaction. 
Judges 11:36 “My father," she replied, "you have given your word to the Lord. Do to me just as you promised, now 
that the Lord has avenged you of your enemies, the Ammonites.” What faith, what courage, to say “Thy will be 
done.” 
 
In the film “Green Mile” Tom Hanks plays the part of a prison officer who is in charge of a wing where people are 
awaiting the death penalty, death by the electric chair. And they have a prisoner who is a gentle giant of a man; 
awaiting the chair but he also has a gift of healing people from all sorts of diseases. But as the film goes on, Tom 
Hanks discovers that he didn’t murder two little children like he was accused of but there was nothing they could do 
to prevent him from going to the chair. It was too late. So the night before he was due to be electrocuted Tom Hanks 
asks the man what his last request would be, and this huge gentle giant of a man said, “He would like sweet mash 
potatoes and stew and some of Tom Hanks’ wife’s home made apple pie.” 
 
Now Jephthah’s daughter didn’t want something to eat before she died, Judges 11:37+38 tells us that she wanted time 
to weep and mourn with her friends but she promised her father that she would never marry and so like any loving 
father would do, he let her go. 
 
Now it’s one thing to make a vow to God but it’s another thing to carry out that vow, isn’t it? Judges 11:39 “After the 
two months, she returned to her father and he did to her as he had vowed. And she was a virgin.” Now there is a 
danger in taking things at face value in any text and this is a perfect example. 
 
Did Jephthah sacrifice his daughter to the Lord or not? Well when you read the text at face value you could be 
forgiven for thinking that he did. I would like to suggest to you that he did and he didn’t sacrifice his daughter, let me 
explain. If he sacrificed his daughter as a burnt offering to the Lord, he would be breaking one of the greatest 
commands of the Old Testament. Genesis 6:9 where God says to Noah after the flood. “Whoever sheds the blood of 
man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.” 
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What we need to remember that Jephthah’s vow to God was made under the immense pressure of battle. And when 
people are under pressure, they will make rash vows. How many of you have said to God, “God, if you just get me 
out of this situation, I will do anything for you.” Now under the pressure of the moment you probably would do 
anything. 
 
But would you literally do anything? You may give up your home, your job etc but when you say “Anything” you 
mean anything that isn’t sinful. I want to suggest to you that Jephthah’s vow to God was rash and if he literally 
followed it through it would have been sinful. We know that God doesn’t allow human sacrifice and so in the same 
way that Abraham was being tested to see if he would sacrifice his son Isaac. 
 
Jephthah was being tested to see if he would carry out his own promise to God, but when he realised that his vow to 
God was rash and false in the sense that he knew God wouldn’t accept it, he did the next best thing. He did what was 
right. I believe that he didn’t sacrifice his daughter but she was kept as a virgin dedicated to special service to the 
Lord for the rest of her life. So in that sense, he did sacrifice her, he gave his one and only daughter to the Lord. What 
a talent, to be able to do what you promised. 
 
And I’m wondering how you are at doing what you say your going to do for God. How many of you when you were 
baptised were so grateful for the forgiveness you received, that you were willing to do anything to help the Lord’s 
church? How many of you thought, “I’m going to serve the Lord however I can from now on and in any way I can?” 
 
You see you may have a talent in offering your services to the Lord but it’s a greater talent to go through with your 
offer of service. Jephthah carried out his promise to God. Loved ones don’t be like the Pharisees and the teachers of 
Law, where Jesus says to them in Matthew 23:3 “Do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.” 
 
You’re a Christian, a follower of Christ, an imitator of Christ, in other words we do what Christ did. Mark 10:45 “For 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Jesus came 
to serve and we should be serving too and if you have a talent for offering your services for the Lord but struggle to 
follow it through then work and pray about that talent and use it. 
 
And that brings me to Jephthah’s final talent; “He was a leader who was willing to be led by God by faith.” After the 
incident with his daughter Judges 12:1-4 tells us that Jephthah punished an arrogant group of Ephraimites at the 
Jordan River by using a clever strategy to confuse the enemy.  
 
Now when I first came to preach at Summer Lane a number of you told me that you had difficulty in understanding 
what I was saying and maybe some of you still do. But remember that works both ways, I struggle to understand 
some of you sometimes but that’s OK. But we struggle to understand each other because for example the Scottish 
accent is difficult to understand if you are from England, however the same could be said when you speak to someone 
from Liverpool or Manchester or Birmingham. 
 
We all have different accents which tell us that we are all from different areas of Great Britain or the world for that 
matter. I couldn’t go to Jamaica and convince them that I was Jamaican and some of you couldn’t go to Germany and 
convince them that you were German. Our accent gives us away. Well that’s the clever strategy which Jephthah uses 
to confuse his enemy. 
 
Judges 12:5+6 “The Gileadites captured the fords of the Jordan leading to Ephraim, and whenever a survivor of 
Ephraim said, "Let me cross over," the men of Gilead asked him, "Are you an Ephraimite?" If he replied, "No," they 
said, "All right, say 'Shibboleth.'" If he said, "Sibboleth," because he could not pronounce the word correctly, they 
seized him and killed him at the fords of the Jordan. Forty-two thousand Ephraimites were killed at that time.” 
 
Now this was a talent of a great leader, to be able to distinguish one group of people from another. He basically asked 
the soldiers to say, "Shibboleth," which is the Hebrew word for “Stream.” The idea was that if the people they asked 
were Ephraimites, they wouldn’t be able to pronounce the word correctly. Because of their accent they would say, 
"Sibboleth." And so in effect their accent would give them away as the enemy. And so because of this great leaders 
thinking, they managed to kill 42 thousand Ephraimites at one time. 
 
He was a leader who was led by God and he had a talent of distinguishing those who were a part of his tribe from 
those who weren’t a part of his tribe. Ok he had weaknesses which were rash, he had thoughtless behaviour. But 
Jephthah was a man with remarkable abilities of leadership.  
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In spite of rejection by his family, he exercised his many talents and rose to a position of great authority. Judges 12:7 
“Jephthah led Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died, and was buried in a town in Gilead.” When people 
look back at the history of Summer Lane, what are people going to remember you by? Are they going to remember 
you as a believer in Christ or a servant of Christ? 
 
There were two brothers in the Taylor family. The older one said, “He must make a name for his family, and so 
turned his time to parliament and fame.” The younger brother decided to give his life to the service of Christ and so 
turned his time toward China and duty. Hudson Taylor, the famous missionary died, beloved and known on every 
continent. But if you were look in an encyclopaedia to see what the other son had done, you will find these words, 
“The brother of Hudson Taylor.” 
 
You see Jephthah will be remembered as a great leader of God and a man of faith. Hebrews 11:32-34 “And what 
more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, 
who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; 
and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.” 
 
That’s what Jephthah will be remembered for. What about you? When I look around at the Lord’s church I see 
leaders, who don’t want to be leaders but I also see leaders who want to be led by God. I see leaders who lead us in 
words of prayer and with words of devotion to God but I also see leaders who have the talent to lead but are not 
willing to develop that talent to lead God’s people in other ways. Christ is our leader and He leads us but He also 
needs leaders to lead the way. 
 
If that’s your talent then use it and develop it or it will taken away from you as Jesus tells us in Matthew 25:28. Use 
or lose it, it’s your choice because like I said at the beginning I think that most Christians could use this talent. 
Whether it’s leading the ladies in a study or presiding on a Sunday morning over the Lord’s Table. 
 
Some people have the talent to lead God’s people but we’ve all got the talent of leading all people and their thoughts 
towards God. Jesus said in Mark 16:15 "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” That’s not 
just a talent that the disciples had or the preacher has, it’s a talent that God has given everyone of us. After all, He 
wouldn’t ask us to do something without giving us the means or the talent to do it. 
 
You too can be like Jephthah, a great sacrificial leader, led by God. 
 
 
 
 


