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“The call to ‘Agape’ love.” (17) 
 
A wealthy old man had just recently married a lovely young lady, and the old man was beginning to wonder whether 
she might have married him just for his money and so he asked her, "If I lost all my money, would you still love me?" 
She said reassuringly, "Oh honey, don't be silly. Of course I would still love you but I would miss you terribly." 
 
And I guess the point of the story is never marry someone a lot younger than yourself, especially if you’re rich. Let 
me ask you this, who is best known as "the apostle of love"? Now some people would possibly say the apostle Paul in 
view of his discussion on love in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. But if you were to ask most Biblical scholars they would tell 
you that the apostle John is know as “the apostle of love” and why? Simply because of the many references to love in 
his first letter. 
 
We have already seen where John declared that love is evidence of “abiding in the light” and “having fellowship with 
God,” in 1 John 2:10. He makes a similar declaration concerning love in 1 John 1:5-7. He says that love is the 
evidence that we belong to God in 1 John 3:10+14. And if you cast your minds back a few weeks ago you will 
remember that John gives us the definition of love in 1 John 3:16 where he says, “this is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us and we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.” He told us about the value 
of love in 1 John 3:18-19, where he reminds us that love needs to be shown with our actions. Our love needs to have 
legs attached to it. 
 
And so today John is going to teach us more about this love but in more detail. Please turn your Bible to 1 John 4. 1 
John 4:7-8 “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” John says that brotherly love 
is evidence of sonship.  
 
Now we all know that the word “Love” here is the Greek word “Agape” which means ‘active goodwill.” That’s the 
love with legs attached. He says we should love one another, why? For love comes from God. Every action that God 
takes is motivated by love. 
 
Now how many of you have heard someone say, how can a loving God send someone to hell? Well what we need to 
remember is that God hates sin and He cannot simply overlook people’s sin because God is also light. John reminds 
us of that fact in 1 John 1:5+6 “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by 
the truth.”  
 
You cannot expect God to let you into heaven on the Day of Judgment, if you won’t let Him into your life right now. 
You cannot accept God’s love for you, if you’re not willing to show your love for him with actions. Because those 
who love, display their sonship. Those who love show that they are "born of God" and "know God" as John tells us in 
1 John 4:7b. Because if you do not show that love as God does then you have not yet come to truly know God, as 
John tells us in 1 John 4:8a. 
 
And remember John is writing to Christians here and so we have a greater warning in these verses for us. Our love for 
each other is defined by God’s love towards us all. 1 John 4:9-11 “This is how God showed his love among us: he 
sent his one and only son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another.” 
 
God clearly showed His love for mankind through sending His one and only Son. He sent His Son not because we 
loved him but because He loved us as we will read a little later. Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for 
us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
 
He sent His Son for two reasons. 1 John 4:9 “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him.” He sent His Son so that we may live through Him. John 10:10 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  
 
John also gives us the 2nd reason as to why God send His Son. 1 John 4:10 “This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  
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A little girl was chatting with her father about Christmas and the father asked the little girl why Christmas was 
important. And so after a little thought she answered, “Is that the day Jesus died!” Well there is some truth in her 
answer. 
 
The Hebrew writer tells us in Hebrews 10:5-10 “Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and 
offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not 
pleased. Then I said, `Here I am-it is written about me in the scroll- I have come to do your will, O God.'" First he 
said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them" 
(although the law required them to be made). Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside 
the first to establish the second. And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.” In short the Hebrew writer tells us that Jesus Christ was born so that He could die. 
 
You see loved ones Jesus came so that He could be an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Jesus died not just to provide 
forgiveness, but also to provide new life. And here’s the warning for us Christians, this is the kind of love we should 
have for one another. 
 
If this is the kind of love God has toward us, that ‘active goodwill’ love which was shown unconditionally, then this 
is the kind of love we should have toward one another! Because as John tells us twice in 1 John 4, “God is love” we 
are to love each other like He loves us as His children. Not only that, our love goes beyond each other, our love is to 
be active towards those who don’t like us. 
 
Luke 6:35 (Notice the 2 action words.) “But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting 
to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the most high, because he is kind to the 
ungrateful and wicked.” The way you show your love for each other and the way you show love towards those who 
don’t like you is evidence of your love for God and His love for you. 
 
John goes on to tell us that this love is also evidence of fellowship with God. 1 John 4:12+13 “No one has ever seen 
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. We know that we live in him 
and he in us, because he has given us of his spirit. John says that no one has ever seen God at any time. He tells us the 
same thing over in his gospel. John 1:18 “No one has ever seen God, but God the one and only, who is at the father's 
side, has made him known.”  
 
Now if we have never seen God how do we know that we have fellowship with God? Do we like other religious 
groups rely on visions and miracles to know that God is with us? Do we like other religious groups rely on so called 
‘tongue speaking’ to know that God is with us? How do we know that God is with us? 
 
Again John tells us in his gospel. John 14:21-23 “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who 
loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my father, and I too will love him and show myself to him." Then Judas 
(not Judas Iscariot) said, "but, lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?" Jesus replied, "If 
anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 
with him.” 
 
If we obey and live by His commandments, we have the assurance that God will not only be with us but indeed live 
in us. This is not the only requirement for God to abide in us, but it is an essential one. 1 John 4:14-16 “And we have 
seen and testify that the father has sent his son to be the saviour of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is 
the son of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. 
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” 
 
When John says ’and we’, he’s referring to the apostles. He’s saying that the apostles have testified that father sent 
the Son to be our saviour. That’s why we always take a confession from people before we baptise them. As John says 
in verse 15, we must be willing to confess Jesus as the Son of God. Because it’s through that (action) confession that 
we come to know and believe the love God has for us. 
 
Before we are baptised we should understand two basics principles of the gospel, God is love and after our baptism 
God will abide in us if we continue to keep His commandments. Our love for one another not only shows the world 
that we belong to God, it not only shows the world that we have God living in us. 
 
But our love for one another also provides assurance. 
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1 John 4:17-19 “In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the Day of 
Judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because 
fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love because he first loved us.” 
 
John says that when love is perfected, we can have confidence. In other words as we grow and become more 
complete and mature in brotherly love, we will be able to have confidence in the Day of Judgment. That’s what he 
says, 1 John 4:17 “In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the Day of 
Judgment, because in this world we are like him.”  
          
And where does that confidence come from? Does it come from our self righteousness? Does it come because of all 
the good deeds we’ve ever done? No! Our confidence isn’t a self arrogance kind of confidence. No! John says, 
following on in verse 17, the confidence will come from knowing that as His children we were like him in this world. 
Because if we love each other as we should, fear is driven away. 
 
Now the prospects of torment would naturally produce fear in anyone. But the more we grow in God's love, the more 
we loose the fear. 1 John 4:18 “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.”  
 
Now let me ask you, are you looking forward to Christ’s return? 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether 
good or bad.” 
 
Now we know what this means to those who aren’t Christians. But what does this mean for Christians? Are we going 
to be judged by works?  Well the answer is “yes and no.” Romans 2:6+7 “God "will give to each person according to 
what he has done." To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal 
life.” 
 
So will the way we live our lives determine whether or not we are right with God? Yes it will! We all know that 
obedience is an essential element in life of a person that is right with God. And please don’t miss understand me here, 
I’m not saying that we can earn eternal life with God. I’m not saying that. When you think about life itself, it is a gift 
from start to finish. But we need to remember that our relationship with God is not based on our legal status but based 
on a relationship. It’s based on a faith relationship, in other words if you have no faith you have no relationship.  
 
So what does that mean for those who claim to be His? It means that our lives need to reflect our committed to Jesus 
Christ. It means that we need to reflect all that He means and all that He stands for.  So you see loved ones when we 
come to the Judgment claiming to be His, our response to righteousness will be an identifying marker. But if we deny 
Christ here, He will deny us there.  
 
It won’t help anybody to deny Him here and then go to the Judgment and say, “Lord, Lord.” Jesus already told us that 
in Matthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, `Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, `Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, `I never 
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  
 
If you’re a Christian this morning, then you have nothing to fear when Judgment Day comes. Now listen loved ones, 
if we fear the Day of Judgment coming that could be a sign that we need to grow in love. Mother Teresa said one 
time that her own mother used to be very busy the whole day, but as soon as evening came, she moved very fast to 
get ready to meet my father. She said that at that time she didn't understand; she used to laugh and she used to tease 
her mum; but now she remembers what tremendous, delicate love her mother had for her father. It didn't matter what 
happened that day; she was ready with a smile to meet him. 
 
And loved ones if you’re a Christian, on the Day of Judgment God will be waiting for you with a smile. You see, God 
made growing in love easy for us because John says in 1 John 4:19, “We love because he first loved us.” We didn’t 
love Him first, oh no. He loved us first and showed it through the sending of His Son, who gave up His own life at 
Calvary. 
 
And then finally, John says that brotherly love is essential to loving God.  



 4

1 John 4:20 “If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his 
brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.” You can’t have it both ways. If people claim to 
love God but hate their brothers or sisters in Christ, then John says they are liars. 
    
They are liars, like those who claim to have fellowship with God while they walk in darkness. 1 John 1:6. They are 
liars, like those who claim to not have sinned. 1 John 1:10. They are liars, like those who claim to know Jesus while 
not keeping His commandments. 1 John 2:4. John says that they are all liars in 1 John 4:20a. Because John’s point is 
for us to love the One whom we cannot see (God) requires that we first be able to love those who we can see.1 John 
4:20b 
 
Why do you think Jesus says to us in John 13:34+35? "A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." For 
us to love God we first need to develop our love for each other. In fact that was the two greatest commandments of 
Jesus wasn’t it? 
 
Matthew 22:35-40 “One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: "teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the law?" Jesus replied: "`love the lord your god with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.'  This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: `love your neighbour as 
yourself.'  All the law and the prophets hang on these two commandments."  
 
Let me try and summarise what John has taught us about loving each other. He says that we should never even think 
about neglecting this essential command from God. Why? Because loving each other is evidence of sonship. Loving 
each other is defined by God’s love for us. Loving each other is evidence to each other and to the world that we are in 
fellowship with God. Loving each other doesn’t give us arrogance but assurance and confidence for the Day of 
Judgement. 
 
And finally but most importantly loving each other is a command from Jesus Himself which needs to be obeyed. 1 
John 4:21 “And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother”. Loving each other is 
essential to loving God. Now I know there are other important commands which need to be obeyed. But if we as 
God’s children want to keep a good spiritual life then we need to obey what Jesus says. John 15:12 “My command is 
this: love each other as I have loved you.” 
 
Are we letting the love that God displayed toward us through his Son, Jesus to teach us how to love one another? I 
hope and pray that we do. If you’re not a Christian are you willing to demonstrate your love for Him by obeying His 
commands? If you are then please come and talk to someone when we’re finished about how you can do that. 


