“But God!” (17)

| was reading an article about sale people, and onariicylar caught my attention. It seems as though one
saleswoman despite her best sales pitch for life-amagr was unable to persuade a couple to sign up for a policy.
And so as she stood up to leave she left her unconvinesdsciaying these words$,certainly don't want to frighten
you into a decision, please sleep on it tonight, agdufwake up in the morning, let me know what you think."

And | guess the point of the story is that some thingésimaore consideration than others. The last time we we
together we left Peter iacts 10after receiving the same vision three times, leaving8ithe Tanner’s house with
the three messengers which Cornelius had sent from JS8ppe commentators have suggested that Peter's
hospitality to the three messengers in Joppa suggestsethad already worked out God's intent for him togirea
the Gentiles. But others believe that the text daesh’'us if Peter fully understands the meaning of rsgowis yet,
he is possibly still giving it some thought.

And so Luke goes on to tell us Acts 10:24-26 “The following day he arrived in Caesarea. €lmsiwas expecting
them and had called together his relatives and closealfigxs Peter entered the house, Cornelius met hinfedirat
his feet in reverence. But Peter made him get up. "Stand eigdith, "I am only a man myself."

Now | don’t know about you but | don’t think | have eveet anyone whom | consider worthy of me falling to my
knees with exception of Jesus Christ of course. Batkrbw that here in Britain if you meet royalty foraemple
you're expected to curtsy if you’re a woman or bow ifiye a man before them. But when Cornelius met thatégpo
Peter he bowed down before him but rather than jugipiog such adoration or encouraging it in any way,rPete
told Cornelius to get up because he too was a man.

Do you remember iActs 14when the apostle Paul healed a man with crippled feadavhen the crowd saw what
had happened they shouted out in the Lycaonian langUBge gods have come down to us in human foiand
they gave Paul and Barnabas new names and the pomstHe temple of Zeus was going to offer sacrificethéir
gods for Paul and Barnabas.

Luke records irActs 14:14+15 “But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul dietdmd, they tore their clothes and
rushed out into the crowd, shouting: "Men, why are youaglthis? We too are only men, human like you. We are
bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these wesslhings to the living God, who made heaven and
earth and sea and everything in them.”

Paul and Barnabas wouldn’t accept worship from them Isecdney recognised that they too were only humans.
They too like Peter knew where to draw the line. Youwsedave godly men and women within the Lord’s church
throughout the world who are worthy of respect. Some aréhy of respect because of their spiritual maturityneso
because of their Bible knowledge and some becauseinftieed deeds.

But loved ones we should never put them up on a pedestldoyone else to admire and praise them. Peter was
man who had all of these things | just mentioned blknesv where to draw the line. Peter understood that hemwas
apostle of Christ but he also remembered where he came e was a humble fisherman who became servant fc
Christ but he was still a human being.

He wouldn’t allow anyone to place him high above anyose. die would have remembered Jesus’ own words in
Mark 10:45when Jesus saitfor even the Son of Man did not come to be servedidosgrve.”You see loved ones
there’s nothing wrong with receiving encouragement from ethet there’s something seriously wrong when you
accept that praise without giving God the credit for it.

That's one reason why so many preachers and teach@sdaf word become so proud. Week after week they
preach a sermon or teach a Bible class and everyoueditells them how wonderful they are. And you can gdva
tell who these people are because they cling on to ewveyle svord that someone tells them and then they repeat
those words to anyone else they meet. Because theyewanybne to know just how wonderful they are.

And you don’t have to be a preacher or teacher eitbercguld be someone who does nothing but good deeds all
day long but you can't wait to tell everyone what you hasen doing. Because all you're looking forward to is
hearing some praise for yourself.
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The story goes that during the daysiolin Wesleyand concerning his work among the coal miners of Cornwall,
whole villages were transformed from a gambling, sweaand,Sabbath breaking people to men and women of
sobriety and godliness. In every home there was a piofu@n Wesleythe man they all knew and loved. And the
story goes that one day a stranger visited one of thesble homes and saw the picture hanging on the wadl. A
the visitor asked the manjVhose picture is thatAnd the old miner reverently lifted his hat and séithere was a
man sent from God, whose name was John."

Peter himself wrote ifh Peter 5:5 “All of you, clothe yourselves with humilibwvard one another, because, "God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humBketér understood what it meant to be humble, that'sh&hy
wouldn’t accept any bowing down from Cornelius. But he aedsmgnises that if Cornelius and his household are
going to receive him, he wanted them to remember thatasesimply a servant, sent to them by God.

And so Luke goes on to inform us what happened when Peteingelg Cornelius’ houséicts 10:27-33 “Talking
with him, Peter went inside and found a large gatheringeople. He said to them: "You are well aware that it is
against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentilesiirhim. But God has shown me that | should not call any
man impure or unclean. So when | was sent for, | caftt@ut raising any objection. May | ask why you sent for
me?" Cornelius answered: "Four days ago | was in my hmaseng at this hour, at three in the afternoon. Sudden
a man in shining clothes stood before me and said, ‘@Q@n&od has heard your prayer and remembered your g
to the poor. Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Rdéels a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who liyes
the sea.' So | sent for you immediately, and it waslgdgou to come. Now we are all here in the preseh¢zod

to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you toi$el

Peter has finally understood the meaning behind the vistansknow I love those two little word$ut God’
because it tells me that God is always one step afeag thinking. Paul says iRomans 5:7-8 “Very rarely will
anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good manammaight possibly dare to diBut God demonstrates
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinneCsrist died for us.”

Paul says, you know maybe a good friend might die for galnow that they love yobut Godproved that He loves
you because Christ died for us. When Paul is writindgpéochurch at Philippi, he tells them abé&uaphroditus
almost dying. He says iahilippians 2:27 “Indeed he was ill, and almost digdt God had mercy on him, and not
on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon\srro

Paul says you know Epaphroditus almost died,Godhad different plans for him. Peter says\ris 10that |
shouldn’t even be here with you guys because you argl€dnt Godhas different plans. And so now this God
fearing centurion named Cornelius, his family and friergened their hearts to receive the Lord’s commands fron
Peter.

And Peter was a taught a powerful lesson from God. Atetisat God had been trying to teach His people for
generationsAmos 9:7 "Are not you Israelites the same to me aLushites?" declares the Lord. "Did | not
bring Israel up from Egypt, the Philistines from Capldnd the Arameans from Kir?”

Micah 6:8 “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And w@bes the Lord require of you? To act justly anc
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your Godhe lesson which Peter had to learn was that acceptaloility
God no longer depended on national descent, but upon charaabéinet words you don’'t need to become a Je
to please God.

And Peter learned that lesson when he sayscis 10:34+35 “I now realize how true it is that God doet
show favouritism but accepts men from every nation whohearand do what is right.Make no mistake about
it loved ones, there is no such thing as a superior reCéiistianity.

Galatians 3:26-28 “You are all sons of God through fait@hist Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neidlbar nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, fol
you are all one in Christ Jesu®aul might have added, its doesn’t matter if ypamngor old, from England,
Scotland, Ghanar Botswanayou all one in Christ.

Do you remember iMatthew 16when Jesus asked the disciples who the people thougist Wwas and then
Jesus asks Peter who He thought He was and Petehatitesus was the Christ?
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Jesus said to Peter iiatthew 16:18+19 “And | tell you that you are Peter, andhis rock | will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome itilllgive you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whateuwelogse on earth will be loosed in heaven.’

Now notice that Jesus sayswill give you the keys’plural. Now we all know what keys are used for, they a
either used for locking or opening something up. Wethis case the keys were to be used to open the way b
to the Father. And iActs 2when Peter first preached, he used one of those keysetothe way back to the
Father for the Jews.

And what we’re about to see here happeningdts 10is Peter using the other key to open the way back to th
Father for the Gentileg\cts 10:36-43 “You know the message God sent to thelpexf Israel, telling the good
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord o¥all know what has happened throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached-Gumd anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and hedliwhg@were under the power of the devil,
because God was with him. "We are witnesses of everytierdjd in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalen
They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised fhom the dead on the third day and caused him tc
be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by wishedsen God had already chosen-by us who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commandédd preach to the people and to testify that he is t
one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the ddhthe prophets testify about him that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins throughdmse."

Peter never got tired of preaching the gospel, he begwsemson by preaching the simple gospel message he
had already proclaimed to so many Jews. Peter bayditst of all, the Jews had learned that Jesus was the
means of man obtaining peace with God and his fellow maraarttiat to happen Jesus had to be Lord, or
master, over all.

But this is interesting because when you read the text he@mnes across as if Peter presumed they had #lre:
heard of the preaching of Jesus which had spread throudgia &und Galilee, beginning with the message of the
forerunner, John the baptizer.

Peter presumed that they knew about how Jesus was Goditednand had performed numerous acts of
kindness and healing. And he tells Cornelius and thosailigt¢hat he and the other apostles stood as witnes:
of the good Jesus did and the terrible trial the Jewestheles put Him through, followed by his death on the
Cross.

He goes on to tell them that they could also testify @ad raised Him up and made Him known to certain
witnesses, some of whom even ate with him. And then firtadItells those listening that the apostles were giv
a commission to testify that Jesus would ultimatetiggl both the living and dead. And he says, even the
prophets had referred to the coming Messiah through whom Hedieeing on his name could receive the
remission of their sins.

Have you ever been trying to have a conversation with someorny@buatiways seem to get interrupted? That
happens all the time in our house, if Helen and | aredrio have a conversation with each other you can just
count on it that our children will interrupt us with adirss of questions and requests. Even when I'm preparing
sermons like this one, every time I’'m going over my smrrbefore | preach it | can guarantee that either my
phone will ring, or someone will come to the door and bagtpens every time.

Well in a lot of ways that’'s what Luke records happeast, Peter is in the middle of a sentence when someth
truly miraculous happensgcts 10:44-46 “While Peter was still speaking thesedspthe Holy Spirit came on

all who heard the message. The circumcised believers whodmael with Peter were astonished that the gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.hegriteard them speaking in tongues and praisin
God.”

Luke says that Peter was in full flow with his sermdmew all of a sudden these Gentiles, who had never gott
rid of their uncleanness through circumcision and saexifivere speaking in tongues and magnified the name
God.
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Now remember that the Jews thought that no one elsewaptable to God unless they were a Jew. This eve
clearly shows us that God has other plans. This event shewst the Gentiles could now enter the church
through baptism without first submitting to the requiremsesitthe Law of Moses.

You don’t have to wondewrhat does this event meaR®@ter understood fully well what this event meant, that’s
why he says irActs 10:47+48 "Can anyone keep these people from beingzbdpvith water? They have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have." So he orddratithey be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. The
they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.”

In other words Petatrew the obvious conclusion and asked how anyone couldiftrbse Gentiles the
opportunity to obey Christ by putting Christ on in baptismdAotice when God gives a command people nee
to obey it. Luke says after the entire group had obeyeddhe# they asked Peter and his companions to stay f
a few days.

Now | have heard many people who claim that Holy Spajptism is still happening today and they use the
events of Cornelius’ household as proof. | believe thay Bpirit baptism was an experience unique to the first
century. And so let me try and explain why.

Like any good Bible student should do, we need to ask the guiedtat was its purposéZenturies before the birth
of Jesus, the prophet Joelinel 2:28+2%oretold of a time when the Holy Spirit would be palicait uporiall

flesh” or ‘all people”as some translations have it. The expres&idrilesh” is not relating to every human being
because even animals hdlesh But the phraseall flesh” merely embodies the two major segments of humanity,
from that ancient vantage point. In other words, tieszend the Gentiles.

On the day of Pentecost, Peter quoted Joel's prophetiardgon, remember iActs 2:16ff. And when he did that he
was revealing that the prophecy weegjinningto enjoy its fulfilment that very day. When Peter arglJewish
brothers visited the family of Cornelius in the cifyGaesarea. The Spirit of God wasured out”according toActs
10:450n Cornielius, his family, and near friends at thaeti

Now when Peter is explaining the situation to the ofleers in Jerusalem, he tells themiis 11:15-17 "As | began
to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had conus at the beginning. Then | remembered what the Lord F
said: "John baptized with water, but you will be baptizé&t the Holy Spirit." So if God gave them the samé agf

he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, vad®olwo think that | could oppose God?"

Peter defended their acceptance of the Gentilédse Jewish churcéand then he identified the Caesarean experienc
with the events that occurréalt the beginning.’In other words he says what happened to us on Pentegpggred
to Cornelius’ household. So let’s get back to the questibat was its purpose? Why did the apostles receive the
Holy Spirit?

The purpose for which the apostles received the Spirtbh@day of Pentecost was unique. Remember the Lord
promisedhis apostleshattheywould receive an unparalleled measure of the Spiritvegpdo guide thernin teaching
the gospel. The Spirit would bring to their memoriesthiregs they had learned from the Savior accordingpton
14:26.He would guide them into all truth and declare unto the@ngs to come according fwhn 16:13The Lord
promised they would be able to proclaim his message, uafétbgrthe need of personal preparation; rather, gospe
truth would beé'given” tothemastheyrequired it according tblatthew 10:19+20

Now here’s the important question we must ask ourseWes this another instance of the baptism of the Holy
Spirit?I recall, a few years ago, being taught that the bapiistine Holy Spirit occurretice during the New
Testament periodynce in Jerusaleiwn the Day of Pentecost when the first Jews obthedospel, andnce at
Caesareavhen the first Gentiles became Christians.

That explanation was both simple and satisfactoryuseca dealt very effectively with many of the argursemiade
by so-calledPentecostaland‘Charismatic’groups, who still continue to claim to be baptised enHoly Spirit. But
| don’t now believe that this explains what happenethenhiobuse of Cornelius. | don't think that this was @sdc
occurrence of baptism of the Holy Spirit.

We must ask ourselves the questimywhom was the baptism of the Holy Spirit promised\ahgt was it promised?
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1. It was personally promised by the LordH® apostleand never promised to anyone else. Cornelius wasn't an
apostle.John 16:7. ‘But very truly | tell you, it is for your goduhat | am going away. Unless | go away, the Advoca
will not come to you; but if | go, | will send him to you.’

2. Those to whom it was promised were instru¢tedaitto receive itActs 1:4+5 ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heardpealsabout. For John baptized with water, but in a few
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit’

3. Whentheyreceived the baptism, it would guitteeminto all truth,theywould receive new revelations, aiiiety
would be granted total recall of all thi&tyhad been taught by the Lotthhn 14:26 ‘But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, waléth you all things and will remind you of everything | hsaiel
to you.’

John 16:13+14But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will gaiigbu into all the truth. He will not speak on his
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will @l what is yet to come. He will glorify me becauses ftom
me that he will receive what he will make known to you.

4. Their baptism in the Spirit would endolve mwith power and bestow ahemthe authority to become His
witnessesActs 1:8+9 ‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spaomes on you; and you will be my witnesse:
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to dseéthe earth.” After he said this, he was taken uprbef
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.’

On the Day of Pentecost, the Lord’s promise was ledfilActs 2:33 The Holy Spirit fell orthe apostlgsnot on the
listening Jews, nor on the 3000 who obeyed the Gospel.rBedntrast, in the house of Cornelius the Spiritupthn
the listening Gentiles.

The two events are obviously quite different, andothky point of similarity is the fact on the Day ofrRecost, in
the house of Cornelius the Holy Spirit signalled Hissgence and approval by enabling these seeking Gentiles to
speak in languages they haol learnedand.

They received the forgiveness of their sifists 2:38and they received the indwelling presence of the HolyitSpir
God’s own gift to those who obey Hircts 5:32 There is no Biblical evidence that Cornelius or his household had
the teaching powers like the apostles did. There’s no Biblical evidence to suggest that they could lay their hands
upon other people, and pass on spiritual gifts like the apostles could.

The purpose for Cornelius being granted the Spirit walgtoonstrate to the Jewlsat God was ready for the gospel
to be offered to the Gentiles. This was evidenced by thhéHaceven Peter initially resisted the idea thatGkatiles
could become Christians as we sawAaris 10:14ff This was also evident in the fact that the Jewkeoisalem when
they learned of the matter, criticized Peter.

Acts 11:2+3 “So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, themaeised believers criticized hifand look at the question
they asked him,)hey said, "You went into the house of uncircumcised amehate with them.It was the miraculous
demonstration of the Spirit upon Cornelius and his agsscihat turned the tide. And the effect of this dianeof
Gentile acceptance remains intact to this very day.

And so loved ones there is no need for a modern, supahatupouring of the Spirit to accomplish the same
purpose. Holy Spirit baptism is not necessary to ora&aton today, nor is it a demonstration of our sadwatlt
was a phenomenon of the first century, unique to thoserstances.

When Paul wrote his letter to the Ephesian&.n. 62 he confirmed that there was buhe baptism’in Ephesians
4:5. Clearly he’s talking aboutvater” baptism, the very practice that was to contifiaghe end of the ageds Jesus
commanded itMatthew 28:19+20The Jews didn’t think that no one else was acceptalBot unless they had
been circumcised in the flesh and been converted to Judaism.

But loved onesren’t you glad like our sermon title sayBut God’ had different plans? Aren’t you glad that
God shows no favouritism between natiohsn for one am very glad.



