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“It’s not a coincidence!” (16) 
 

Let me share with you a story about a couple named, Bob and Lynne who weren't what they would consider 
good neighbours, but when they saw a moving van in front of the house across the street, they decided to 
change their ways. Lynn prepared some homemade bread and together they approached the house. When 
someone answered the front door, Lynn said, "Hi. We wanted to welcome you to our neighbourhood. Here's 
some bread for you." The woman who answered the door said, "Thank you very much for your kindness. 
Uh...this is embarrassing. You see, we're not moving in. We're moving out. We've lived here 8 years." 
 
We finished last week by looking at how a young Jewish Rabbi named Saul changed his life around from 
being a persecutor of the Lord’s church to becoming a preacher for the Lord’s church. And just like Bob and 
Lynne in the story he became more welcoming towards people. And what we’re going to see today is one of 
the most powerful acts of welcoming by God which we as Christians should be eternally thankful for. 
 
In Luke’s account of Acts 10 we are going to see a powerful picture of the love of God for all of mankind. 
Acts 10:1+2 “At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. 
He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God 
regularly”.  
 
Now the city of Caesarea was an important seaport and it was the centre of the Roman government and armed forces 
for the area. The city people were made up of both Greeks and Jews but they sometimes never saw eye to eye with 
each other. And it’s in Caesarea that Luke introduces us to a man named Cornelius. And Luke says that he was of the 
Italian regiment, which would have numbered between 600 and 1,000 and Cornelius being a centurion, which 
basically meant he was the commander of a hundred men.  
 
But Luke also tells us about his religious life too. He says that Cornelius was a devout, God fearing man who prayed 
and gave generous gifts to those who might have been in need. But not only was he a God fearing man, his whole 
household were God fearing people too. 
 
Now I read a couple of commentaries on this passage and it seems that when Luke records that ‘Cornelius’ whole 
family were God fearing people’, this was used to describe a person who believed in the God of Abraham but had 
refused to be circumcised. Now how accurate that statement is I’m not sure but I thought I would bring it to your 
attention because a few weeks ago if you remember we saw Stephen accusing the Sanhedrin of having circumcision 
in the flesh but uncircumcised hearts. And here is a man who wasn’t circumcised in the flesh but seems to be 
circumcised where it matters most, in his heart. 
 
Acts 10:3-8 “One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to 
him and said, "Cornelius!" Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he asked. The angel answered, "Your 
prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God. Now send men to Joppa to bring back 
a man named Simon who is called Peter. He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea." When the 
angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his 
attendants. He told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa.” 
 
Now this again is interesting because Cornelius prayed at three in the afternoon, which we know was the ninth hour 
and a Jewish hour of prayer. And it’s then that an angel appeared to Cornelius in a vision.  Now let make me make an 
important point here about angels. We’re living in a society who is obsessed with angels and I have spoken with some 
people that claim to have had a visit from one. There are cards and wrapping paper, signs and symbols and ornaments 
of these cute little things with halos, wings and nice little faces that are as sweet as they could possibly be. 
 
I don’t think you should be thinking that in your mind when you read the word “angel” in the Bible. 2 Kings 19:35 
tells us that just one of God’s angels killed 185,000 of God’s enemies, just like that. These are mighty creatures and 
in scripture they had 3 basic functions, to worship, to witness and warfare. So don’t believe all these nice little 
pictures you see all over the place with these nice little creatures on them. Don’t be deceived by the world’s 
interpretations of angels. 
 
Can you tell me a single story in the Bible where an angel appeared and someone said, “Isn’t that nice?” “Isn’t he 
lovely?” In the Bible when an angel showed up, almost always, what was the first thing they had to say? “Don’t be 
afraid” Because whatever they look like, they put you down on the ground in terror. 
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And that’s what happened to Cornelius, because he was afraid. But the angel reassures the frightened centurion by 
telling him God positively received his sacrifices. And so to prove that God accepted his sacrifices, God told 
Cornelius to send men to Joppa to call for Simon Peter at the house of a tanner named Simon. And so he obeyed God 
like all people should obey God and dispatched two servants and a religious soldier to the city of Joppa. 
 
You see loved ones not only did God want Cornelius to know that what he was doing was acceptable to God. But 
God wanted to let someone else know that something else was acceptable to Him, the Gentiles. Acts 10:9-16 “About 
noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He 
became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw 
heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. It contained all kinds of 
four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill 
and eat." "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." The voice spoke to him 
a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean." This happened three times, and immediately 
the sheet was taken back to heaven”.  
 
It was during another time of prayer while Cornelius’ servants were on there way to Peter, we find him praying to 
God at the top of Simon’s house. And Luke tells us he became very hungry while preparations for the noon meal 
were being made and he fell into a trance.  And notice that Peter is finding it difficult to explain what he saw. He says 
he saw ‘something like’ a sheet being let down out of heaven. 
 
Now remember we looked at this in Acts 2:2+3 where Luke records that the apostle’s heard what ‘sounded like the 
blowing of a violent wind” and they saw what ‘seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them”. It wasn’t literally a violent wind they heard; it wasn’t literally tongues of fire. And here in Acts 10 Peter 
didn’t literally see a sheet being let down out of heaven, he says it was ‘something like a sheet’. 
 
But this sheet which Peter saw being let down from heaven was full of all types of unclean animals and its then that 
Peter hears a voice telling him to kill and eat. And Peter being a devout Jew refused the instructions because he didn’t 
want to defile himself. You see loved one if Peter had remembered the Lord’s word as He spoke in Mark’s gospel, he 
wouldn’t have had any problems with the instructions. 
 
Mark 7:14-19 “Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. Nothing 
outside a man can make him `unclean' by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him 
`unclean.'" After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. "Are you so 
dull?" he asked. "Don't you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him `unclean'? For it doesn't 
go into his heart but into his stomach, and then out of his body." (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods "clean.")”  
 
The voice which Peter heard was in full agreement with the Lord's teachings in Mark 7. The voice told Peter that 
nothing God had made should be described by man as common or unclean. But I guess old habits die hard 
sometimes. Now it’s also interesting that the same vision was repeated three times before the sheet was taken out of 
the apostle's sight. 
 
Do you remember in Matthew 26, just before Jesus was arrested? Jesus tells Peter in Matthew 26:34+35 "I tell you 
the truth," Jesus answered, "this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times. But Peter 
declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." Peter was basically saying to Jesus, I will never 
leave you Lord, I will never betray you Lord; I will never deny you Lord.” 
 
But he did, didn’t he? The first time is recorded in Matthew 26:69-70 “Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, 
and a servant girl came to him. ”You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. But he denied it before them all. "I 
don't know what you're talking about," he said”.  
 
The second time is recorded in Matthew 26:71-74 “Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and 
said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the 
man!" After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent 
gives you away." Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" 
 
And then the third time is recorded in Luke 22:59-62 “About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly this fellow 
was with him, for he is a Galilean." Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" Just as he was 
speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the 
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Lord had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and 
wept bitterly”.  
 
You see loved ones I don’t believe that Peter ever forgot that day in his heart as the cock crowd and I don’t believe 
that Jesus was going to let him forget that day either. John 21:15-17 “When they had finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love 
you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, 
Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." The third time he said to him, "Simon son of 
John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, 
you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep”. 
 
Now I don’t know if there is any connection with the three denials of Peter and Jesus asking him three times if he 
loves Him. But it is interesting that this vision he received here in Acts 10 was given three times too. But not only 
that as we will see in a minute Peter is about to get three visitors. 
 
But loved ones how many times do we need to hear the same message over and over and over again? That’s why it’s 
important to read the Bible and remind ourselves of what God requires of us. I heard a story about a sergeant who 
was in the army and he was off fighting a war in some far off land. He and some of his friends were called off for a 
special mission but when the enemy found them, the sergeant faced them head on.  And while he was facing them he 
said to himself, "Lord, it's your responsibility now." 
 
And as he reached for his gun, a shot from one of his enemies struck him in the chest and blasted him down to the 
ground. Thinking that he was dead, his friend grabbed his gun and started to blast away at the enemy. He received 
three bullet wounds but when he had finished all his enemies were dead. The sergeant wrote a letter to his sister and it 
said this, "I was amazed when I rolled over and tried to get up. The force of that bullet only stunned me. I couldn't 
understand why, so I pulled out my Bible from my pocket and in utter quietness looked at the ugly hole in the cover." 
 
"It had ripped through Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and kept going. Where do you think it stopped?" In the 
middle of Psalm 91, he pointed his finger at this verse, which said, "A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at 
your right hand, but it will not come near you." He went on to say that he didn't know such a verse existed in the 
Bible and in utter humility said, "Thank you, precious God." 
 
You see loved God’s word protects and saves and that’s one reason why we need to hear the same message over and 
over and over again. His word protects us from falling away. His word protects us from false doctrine and false 
teachers. His word keeps us safe on our journey to heaven because He doesn’t want us to go to hell. 
 
How many times do we need to hear the words of Jesus in John 14:15+16, "If you love me, you will obey what I 
command”? How many times do we need to hear the words of Peter as he tells us in 1 Peter 1:22-23, “Now that you 
have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another 
deeply, from the heart”?  
 
How many times do we need to hear the words of the Hebrew writer in Hebrews 10:25, “Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching”? How many times do we need to hear the words of John in 1 John 5:18, “We know that anyone born of 
God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him”?  
 
How many times loved ones? These commands are important for us to follow and understand because they will 
protect us from ultimately going to hell. And the vision which Peter received was important for him to understand 
because God had it in His mind to save other people from going to hell. But as we are about to read, Peter doesn’t 
understand the vision just yet. 
 
Acts 10:17-19 “While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out 
where Simon's house was and stopped at the gate. They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was 
staying there. While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Simon, three men are looking for 
you. So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them."  
 
Luke tells us as Peter was thinking about the vision; the men from Cornelius arrived at the house and began to inquire 
about him. And then the Holy Spirit told him to go with the three men because they were sent by the Spirit.  
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Loved ones do you believe in coincidence? You see these three men turning up wasn’t a coincidence, they were sent 
by God for a specific reason. Peter didn’t even know they were coming, he didn’t even know they were at the 
Simon’s house until the Spirit told him they were there.  
 
Ask yourselves, how many times when you have been feeling down have you received a telephone call, a letter, an e-
mail or a text message from one of your brethren who didn’t know you were feeling down? How many times have 
you had a visit from one of God’s people when you’re struggling with something and they turned up at your home 
and you didn’t even know they were coming? 
 
I don’t believe in coincidences I believe in a God who sends His people to pray, encourage, and support their brothers 
and sisters in Christ when they are in need. I’ve lost count of the amount of times, I have received an email, letter, 
text or telephone call from one of you guys when I’m feeling spiritually down. But I don’t look at that as a 
coincidence, I don’t think to myself “wow that was good luck”. Our God knows our needs because He is always 
aware of our needs. 
 
He knows when your heart needs encouragement; He knows when your heart is beginning to doubt. 1 John 3:20 “For 
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything”. Take a look at the Christians around you today; do you 
believe they are here because of coincidence? Now some of you may think that my wife and I came to Great Barr 
because we wanted to begin a new congregation of the Lord’s church here in this part of Birmingham. 
 
Some of you may think that you are here because you wanted to help and be a part of this small congregation. Some 
of you may believe that you’re here because you want to enjoy the worship, warm fellowship and love here. But 
loved ones, the reason why we are all here together in Great Barr is not because of coincidence but because it was 
God’s will, God’s wants us here together. 
 
And most of us have been here long enough to understand why He wants us here. Maybe it was to encourage my wife 
and I and the kids. Maybe it was because you wanted to step out in faith. Maybe it was because you needed to find 
the truth to set you free. Maybe it was because there were people who had fallen away and they needed a warm 
friendly congregation to help bring them back to the Lord. You see loved ones, everyone one of us has a purpose in 
this congregation and I hope and pray that you know what that purpose is. 
 
I heard a story about a canary that was in a cage and a lark who was sitting on the window sill, and they were having 
a conversation one day. The lark looked in at the canary and asked, "What is you Purpose?" the canary replied, "My 
purpose is to eat seed." "What for?" asked the lark. "So I can be strong." Replied the canary. Again the lark asked 
"What for?" and the canary replied, "So I can sing," answered the canary. "What for?" continued the lark. "Because 
when I sing I get more seed." Said the canary. And so the Lark said, "So you eat in order to be strong, so you can 
sing, so you can get more seed, so you can eat?" "Yes." Said the canary. "There is more to you than that," the lark 
offered. "If you'll follow me, I'll help you find it, but you must leave your cage." 
 
You see loved ones; every person who has life in this world has always got to ask this question, "What is the purpose 
of my life?" But every Christian who is a part of any faithful congregation should always be asking, ‘what is the 
purpose of me being a part of this congregation?’ And Jesus says to us today. “If you keep following me, I’ll help you 
find your purpose, but you must be wiling to follow me.” And if you pray like Peter did I’m sure that God will show 
you exactly why you a part of this congregation. 
 
Peter didn’t know why these men came looking for him, but when God’s Spirit told him to go downstairs, he went 
and found out why they had came. Acts 10:20-23 “Peter went down and said to the men, "I'm the one you're looking 
for. Why have you come?" The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and 
God-fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to have you come to his house so 
that he could hear what you have to say." Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests. The next day 
Peter started out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went along”. 
 
Luke tells us that Peter went down and told the men he was the man they were looking and they in turn told Peter that 
Cornelius had been told by God, through the agency of an angel, to send for Peter so that he could hear him preach. 
And so Peter came to the realisation that this message wasn’t a coincidence, it was indeed from God Himself. Peter 
then invited them in to spend the night, to eat the very meal with them which was being prepared while he saw the 
vision. And the next morning, Peter and some other brethren set out for Caesarea.  
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And so loved ones the next you get receive an e-mail, text or telephone call just remember that it may not be a 
coincidence, it maybe God’s way of encouraging you to keep going. Peter practiced what Paul preached in Romans 
12:13, when he said, “Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”  
 
And the next time you get a visit from one of your brethren just remember what the Hebrew writer wrote in Hebrews 
13:1+2, “Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people 
have entertained angels without knowing it”. 


