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“We can do that, can’t we?” (15) 

 
The last time we were together we saw how Saul of Tarsus had his sight miraculously restored and becoming a 
follower of the Way, after being baptized into Christ by Ananias. And what we are going to see today is one of the 
most incredible conversions to Christ we will ever read or hear about in our Christian lives. 
 
Let me tell you about this little boy who had been out playing all day and he came home filthy and covered in mud. 
He went to his front door day and rang the door bell and his mother answered the door. He said to his mother, 
"mum, who am I?" so his mother was ready to play the game with him and said, "I don't know! Who are you?" 
"WOW!" cried the little boy, "Mrs. Johnson was right! She said I was so dirty, my own mother wouldn't recognize 
me!" 
 
And I guess the point of the story is when someone is baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of their sins, not only 
does it wash their sin away but it changes their whole life around to the point that some of their closest friends may 
not even recognize them. And that’s exactly what happened when Saul of Tarsus met Jesus Christ on the road to 
Damascus, it didn’t change his appearance but it certainly changed his attitude towards his God and others. 
 
Acts 9:19-25 “And after taking some food, he regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in 
Damascus. At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All those who heard him 
were astonished and asked, "Isn't he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? 
And hasn't he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?" Yet Saul grew more and more powerful 
and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ. After many days had gone by, the Jews 
conspired to kill him, but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in order 
to kill him. But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall”.  
 
Luke tells us that Saul the persecutor has now become Saul the preacher. And so immediately after being baptised, 
he broke his fast by partaking of some food, and Saul began to be with the disciples. And notice what he did right 
after becoming a Christian. Luke says, Saul ‘at once’ or ‘immediately’ began preaching in Damascus, then went to 
Arabia and returned to preach in Damascus again.  
 
A missionary went to India one time and he begun to speak to some young Christians. He spoke with one Christian 
and asked how long he had been a Christian, to which the young Christian replied, ‘one week’. The missionary 
asked him, ‘and how many people have you brought to Christ?’ the young Christian replied, ‘none, I’ve only been 
a Christian for one week.’ So the missionary asked him, ‘when does a candle first give off light? When it’s first lit 
or when its half way burned up?’ the young Christian replied, ‘as soon as it’s lit.’ the missionary says, ‘yes that’s 
right and that’s what you must do from the moment your become a Christian.’ 
 
You see loved ones, the minute you become a Christian is the minute your light should begin to shine for Christ. 
The minute you become a Christian is the very minute you become a preacher for Christ. Now I’m not talking 
about becoming a preacher in terms of standing behind a pulpit like Bismark and I do every week. But I am talking 
about every single Christian should be able to atleast tell anyone they meet about how and why they became a 
Christian. 
 
I remember when Roxanne and Joshua were a little younger, they used to sit in the back garden with their friends 
and Roxanne or Josh would stand on top of a box in front of their friends and teach them about Jesus. Now I’m, 
wondering where is your pulpit? Maybe it’s when you’re on holiday and you’re in a restaurant and you get a 
chance to share your faith with some people that you met. 
 
We can do that, can’t we? Maybe it’s when you’re on a bus on the way to worship and you get chatting to the 
person on the opposite seat and you tell them where you are going. We can do that, can’t we? It could be whilst 
your in your own home and you have friends and family around for dinner and you get a chance to share your faith 
with them. We can do that, can’t we? 
 
You see loved ones; you don’t need a wooden block to have a pulpit. Your pulpit is wherever you get a chance 
with anyone to share the good news about Jesus and how He changed your life around. We can do that, can’t we? 
Luke tells us that those who heard the former persecutor preach marvelled at his preaching. And as Saul grew in 
strength, he successfully answered the challenge of the Jews and was able to prove Jesus is God's anointed and 
Son.  
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And like we have seen time and time again throughout the Book of Acts, when people preach the truth, it’s going 
to upset other people. Luke says that no-one was able to disprove Saul’s arguments, and so the Jews plotted to kill 
him.  And so Saul learned of the plot and the brethren delivered him in a basket through the wall and outside the 
city. 
 
And following on Luke tells us in Acts 9:26+27 “When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but 
they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to 
the apostles”.  
 
Now we can completely understand why the disciples were afraid of Saul, after all it was only a few days ago that 
this same guy was going around persecuting the followers of the Way himself. Have you ever heard the saying ‘a 
leopard never changes its spots’? It’s the idea that people never change their ways. Once a thief always a thief so to 
speak. Now the disciples didn’t believe that Saul was now a Christian possibly because they thought he was going 
undercover to trap more Christians. But loved ones we should never underestimate the power of God to change 
people’s lives. 
 
How many people do you know in your own personal lives whose lives are so ungodly you think they will never 
change? How many people do you know who do nothing but get drunk and swear all the time? How many people 
have we met and because we’re afraid of them we won’t share the gospel with them? We do not have the right not 
to share the gospel with certain people because we think they will never change. 
 
One of the reasons God chose Saul of Tarsus to become a Christian was to give hope to those very people that we 
think will never become a Christian. 1 Timothy 1:15+16 “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners-of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I 
was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an 
example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.” 
 
Now if God can change the life of Saul the persecutor around, then surely, He can change the life of anybody 
around? You know when I was involved with drugs and alcohol and all I were interested in is having enough 
money to buy more, there was no way in the world that anyone could ever say to me that one day you will both 
become Christians. My life were so ungodly; it’s shameful even for me to speak about it sometimes. But I thank 
God for a lady named Jan Duncan from the Glenrothes church of Christ who believed that God could change 
people’s lives around.  
 
Take an honest look at your own life. I’m sure that everyone’s life's here before they became a Christian was pretty 
ungodly. And I’m also sure that the thought of becoming a Christian one day was far from our minds. But don’t 
you thank God for the person who came to you with the gospel because they believed that God could turn your life 
around? Now I don’t know about you but I don’t want to go back to that man I was before I became a Christian. 
 
I heard about a woman who went to the police station with her next-door neighbour to report that her husband was 
missing. The police officer asked for a description. She said, "He's thirty-five years old, six foot two, has dark eyes, 
dark wavy hair, an athletic build, weighs 13 stone, is soft-spoken, and is good to the children." The next-door 
neighbour protested, "Wait a minute! Your husband is five foot four, chubby, bald, has a big mouth, and is mean to 
your children." The wife replied, "Sure, but who wants him back?" 
 
Now I hope that’s the way you feel about your old self. And I thank God that He has turned every one of your lives 
around and you don’t want to go back to the way you used to live. You see loved ones, sometimes we try to hard in 
looking for ways to share the gospel with others. One way you could share the gospel with others is simply by 
remembering how you heard about the good news first and we can do that can’t we? 
 
But if you’re not comfortable sharing the gospel that way, then try Saul’s approach as we find it in Acts 9:27+28 
“He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in 
Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in 
Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.”  
 
Basically Saul shared his testimony. The most common question I get when someone knows that I’m a Christian is, 
‘How did you become a Christian?’ Loved ones, that’s an open door right there isn’t it? That’s an opportunity to 
plant some seed right there isn’t it? 
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Simply by sharing our testimony about how our lives were so empty and meaningless until someone took the time 
to share with us how God can turn our lives around for the better. And just like Saul’s preaching was in Damascus, 
the more you do it, the easier it gets and the easier it gets, the more confident you get and we can do that can’t we? 
And it seems from the text that the bolder a person’s preaching becomes, the more people are going to get upset. 
 
Acts 9:29+30 “He talked and debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to kill him. When the brothers learned 
of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus”. Just as Stephen had done in Acts 6:8-9, Saul 
debated with the Hellenists. And just like Stephen, they attempted to kill him too.  And so again when the brethren 
discovered the plot, they sent Saul to Tarsus by way of Caesarea.  
 
Now I just want to make an important point here about Saul’s actions. Two times the Jews tried to kill Saul and 
two times he was basically taken away for his own safety. You know we sometimes get into this mindset that 
Christians should always stand there ground and never run away from any situation. But there are times when your 
safety needs to come first, especially when God is not finished with you yet. God is not finished with Saul, He has 
plans for him and when we find ourselves in a situation where our lives are at risk, just remember unless it’s God’s 
will, He’s not finished with us because He has plans for us. 
 
Now while all this was going on and Saul left for Tarsus, God as He always does is working in the back ground. 
Acts 9:31 “Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; 
and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord”. Luke tells us that a period of 
peace was enjoyed by the church in Judea, Galilee and Samaria. He says the church was strengthened, and all the 
Christians walked in reverent respect for the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.  
 
And look what happened? Luke says that all of this resulted in a further multiplication of the number of disciples.  
You see just because we don’t have any new converts here at Great Barr at the moment doesn’t mean that God isn’t 
adding to His number in another congregation of His church in another part of the world. I get e-mails all the time 
asking me to rejoice with the angels because someone has been baptised into Christ for the forgiveness of their 
sins. And I do rejoice and I pray that Christ will strengthen them in their new walk, no matter who they are or 
where they are from. 
 
You see loved ones, if the only time we rejoice is when the Lord adds to His number here at Great Barr, I think 
we’ve seriously missed the point. The Lord’s church is bigger than Great Barr church of Christ. When Jesus is 
teaching about the woman who lost a coin in her home, He says when she found it she rejoiced, He says in Luke 
15:10 “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents."  
 
It’s always a time for rejoicing when someone becomes a Christian no matter where it happens. Now I know that 
the saints here at Great Barr have enjoyed by God’s grace a good time of peace since we begun away back in 
March. And some of you have said, ‘You hope it lasts’. Well so do I, but we must never forget to enjoy this time of 
peace today because we have no guarantee that we will have peace tomorrow. 
 
Now at the same time as the Lord’s church is enjoying peace Luke records two miracles of Peter, the first of which 
is recorded next here in Acts 9:32-35 “As Peter travelled about the country, he went to visit the saints in Lydda. 
There he found a man named Aeneas, a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight years. "Aeneas," Peter said to 
him, "Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take care of your mat." Immediately Aeneas got up. All those who lived in 
Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord”.  
 
Here’s a man who has never been out of his bed for 8 years because he was a paralytic. Now unlike some people 
today Peter never took the credit for healing him. Peter told Aeneas that it was Jesus Christ who healed him. And 
notice also this miracle was very similar to one that Jesus performed at Jerusalem. Where Jesus found a man by a 
pool who had been a paralytic for 38 years and when Jesus heals him He says to him in John 5:8+9. “Get up! Pick 
up your mat and walk." At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.”  
 
I remember reading an article about this famous preacher who claimed he could heal anyone. And one time this 
woman whose son was diagnosed with cancer went to him for help and he agreed to help. Well he would heal her 
son if she paid him £10,000. Well she remortgaged her house to raise the money and went to see him. She paid the 
money and he did whatever it was he does to heal her son.  



4 
Two months later he died, so she went back to him requesting a refund because he didn’t heal her son. Do you 
know what he said in reply to her request? He said that, ‘she wouldn’t get a refund because her son didn’t heal 
because she didn’t have enough faith.’ 
 
John tells us that the paralytic who had been that way for 38 years was healed by Jesus, ‘at once’. Luke tells us that 
Aeneas was healed ‘Immediately’. There’s none of this, ‘you don’t have enough faith’ or ‘just wait a few weeks 
and you’ll be healed’. 
 
You know I always say to these people who claim they can do these things, ‘the day they can raise someone from 
the dead, is the day I may listen to them’. But Aeneas was healed ‘Immediately’ and news of that healing spread 
fast. People in city of Lydda, as well as the surrounding coastal plain of Sharon, heard the news and they too turned 
to Jesus. 
 
And so Luke goes on to record Peter’s second miracle in Acts 9:36-39 “In Joppa there was a disciple named 
Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping the poor. About that time she 
became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when 
the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, "Please come at once!" Peter 
went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying 
and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them”.  
 
Luke tells us that a hard working, Christian woman, named Tabitha, or Dorcas, who was constantly giving to 
others, became ill and died. Now this is interesting because usually when someone died in Biblical times the 
bereaved would usually anoint the body for their burial. That’s why Mark records in Mark 16:1 that “Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body”. 
But here Luke tells us that the brethren simply washed her body and laid it in an upper room.  
 
And the reason I find that interesting is because instead of getting her body ready for her burial, maybe they 
thought that Peter could actually bring her back to life. And so they sent two men to Lydda to plead with Peter to 
come as soon as possible. And when Peter arrives the brethren take him to the upper room where her body lay and 
she was surrounded by weeping widows who showed him some of her beautiful works.  
 
Luke continues with the story in Acts 9:40+41, he says, “Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on 
his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, "Tabitha, get up." She opened her eyes, and seeing 
Peter she sat up. He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows 
and presented her to them alive”.  
 
How many times have we seen the example of the apostles praying first before they do anything? Peter sent 
everyone to out of the room, knelt down and prayed. How many times had he personally been in this position with 
his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? I wonder if he remembers the time when Jesus raised Lazarus back to life? 
 
Because in much the same fashion as he had seen the Lord do, Peter called for Tabitha to arise. And she opened her 
eyes, saw Peter and sat up and Peter extended his hand to her and helped her up while calling for the brethren to 
come. What an incredible event this must have been to have been there. And I don’t know about you but I couldn’t 
keep an event like that to myself, I would have to tell others. 
 
And that’s exactly what Luke tells us happened next in Acts 9:42+43 “This became known all over Joppa, and 
many people believed in the Lord. Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.” And so loved 
ones because God was working miracles through the apostle Peter, the miracles done what they were designed to 
do during those days. Many people believed God’s word as He spoke through Peter and they too became 
Christians. And so Peter stayed for a time in Joppa at the house of Simon the tanner.  
 
Now as hard as this miracle is to believe for some people we can be sure that it did happen. Not because we were 
there but because it’s written in God’s word. And remember what the Hebrew writer says concerning God’s word 
in Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart”. 
 
You see God’s word is not just a collection of 66 books for us to read like we would read any other book, its living 
and active. In other words it has the power to change your life. 



5 
It has certainly changed my life for the better and I know it has also changed the lives of all the Christians who 
meet here at Great Barr. We’ve all got a whole host of friends and family members out there who need to know 
that it can change their lives around too. 
 
But the question isn’t so much, we can do that, can’t we? It’s more of a question of, are we willing to do that, are 
we? 
 
 
 


