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“Love one another”. (14) 

 
A pilot of a small plane was tired of driving from the airport to his country place, so he equipped his plane with 
pontoons, enabling him to land on the lake directly in front of his cottage. On the next trip he made his approach 
down the airport runway as usual. His wife became alarmed and cried out, "Are you crazy? You can't land this plane 
here without wheels!"  
 
The pilot snapped to attention, yanked up the nose of the aircraft, and narrowly avoided certain disaster. Minutes later 
he landed on the lake without any problems. He sat in the cockpit, shaking, and said to his wife, "I don't know what 
got into me. That was the stupidest thing I've ever done!" And with that, he opened the door and stepped out of the 
plane, falling into the water. 
 
And I guess the point is that there are times we all forget to look before we walk. Especially if we claim to be one 
thing and our actions display another. The last time I spoke about how John described two different kinds of people. 
He didn’t talk about Jew and Gentile, he didn’t talk about male or female, he talked about two classes of people. He 
described those who continuously practice sin, which he calls "children of the devil" in 1 John 3:8a. And then he 
talked about in 1 John 3:9 those who don’t continuously practice sin which he calls people who are “born of God.”  
 
And what were going to see today is that John is going to continue that theme over the next few verses. John is going 
to illustrate the contrast between "the children of God" and "the children of the devil" in 1 John 3:10. 1 John 3:10 
“This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do 
what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.” 
 
John says if you claim to be a child of God then you need to be doing at least these two things. 1. You need to be 
practicing righteousness. 2. You need practicing brotherly love. Now these are not new ideas from John, he’s already 
talked about the idea of brotherly love in 1 John 2:9-11. Where he says that you must love your brother to remain in 
the light. Remember we talked about the idea of one has to go with the other. 
 
You can’t say you’re walking in the light if you hate your brother; it’s just not possible according to John. Remember 
he said back in 1 John 2:29 that practicing righteousness is a sign that you have been born of God. He also said in 1 
John 3:7 “Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous.” 
 
And it’s the subject of "brotherly love" that John is going to talk about throughout the rest of his letter. 1 John 3:10-
15 “This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do 
what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. This is the message you heard from 
the beginning: We should love one another. Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his 
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. Do not be 
surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our 
brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life in him.” 
 
Have you ever wondered why it is so important to love one another? Because loved ones loving one another is not an 
optional extra, it’s a command. John tells us at least two reasons as to why we should love one another and the first is 
this, loving one another shows that you belong to God. 1 John 3:10 “This is how we know who the children of God 
are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone 
who does not love his brother.” 
 
I think the KJV reads better, “In this the children of God manifest and the children of the devil.” The word "manifest" 
is the Greek word “Phaneros” which literally means “Shinning or apparent.” In other words we need to show or 
demonstrate in our lives that we are indeed children of God. It’s not enough just to say it, we need to prove it or 
provide evidence that we truly belong to God. 
 
And how do we show it or prove it? We practice righteousness and love our brethren. You see the children of devil 
don’t practise righteousness and they don’t practice brotherly love. But like I said we’re commanded too, it isn’t an 
option. In fact John goes on to say that this was God’s plan since the beginning. 1 John 3:11 “This is the message you 
heard from the beginning: We should love one another.” 
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So when did they first hear about loving one another? I believe they heard it first when they first heard the gospel. 
Jesus Himself said in John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 
       
Now notice how Jesus stresses the point about how His disciples would show or prove to anyone they ever met that 
they belonged to God. He says if you show the world that you love one another, not just say it but practice it, He says 
in John 13:35 “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 
 
Deepak Chopra tells the story of a patient she operated on for gallstones and discovered an inoperable case of cancer. 
The patient was diagnosed as having only two months to live, but her family decided not to tell her the news. Eight 
months later, the patient had no signs of cancer. Several years later, she told her doctor that before her surgery for 
gallstones, she was certain that she had cancer, but when she heard after the operation that it was just gallstones, she 
promised herself never to be sick another day in her life. 
 
Now some decisions in life are out of our hands, but how you choose to live isn’t, you either live as a child of God or 
live as a child of the devil. You can’t have your feet in both camps. And do you know why? Because the people of 
the world need to know who you belong to. And you need to make up your mind whose child you want to be. 
Because loved ones the children of God and the children of the devil are constantly in conflict which each other. 
 
1 John 3:12+13 “Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder 
him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the 
world hates you.” Righteousness and evil are always going to be at war with each other. 
 
Cain killed his brother Abel why? Because Abel was standing up for righteousness and Cain didn’t want to be 
reminded about what righteousness was all about. You can be sure that if you’re walking as a child of God, you’re 
going to get opposition from the children of the devil. No wonder John tells us “not to be surprised if the world hates 
us as well”.  
 
Have you ever been slandered because of your faith in Jesus? Have you ever been frowned upon because you stood 
up and said that homosexuality is wrong? Have you lost close friends because you refuse to get involved in their 
ungodly behaviour anymore? Loved ones Jesus told us to expect that sort of reaction from the world. 
 
He says in John 15:18-20 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is 
why the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.” 
 
When we follow the teachings of Jesus, especially His command to love one another, it soon becomes evident to the 
world that we are different from those of the world. And sometimes that difference can lead to jealousy and 
unpleasant consequences. After all, look what happened to Abel! 
 
Now we can see all the more how important it is for us to stand out from the rest of the world. Not because of the 
persecution we receive but because when we love one another the world will also see that we have also passed from 
death to life. 1 John 3:14+15 “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. 
Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life in him.” 
 
In the film Gladiator, Russell Crow plays the part of a Roman General who served Caesar well but refused to serve 
this new Caesar. Well in the film he managed to escape from what Romans call a “clean death” but by the time he got 
back to his wife and child they had already been murdered, so he buried them with his hands. Anyway a little later 
he’s picked up by a slave merchant and he prepares him to fight in the auditorium as a gladiator. But on his arm, he 
has a tattoo, which was the mark of the allegiance to Rome, which later he tries to remove. But it was this mark 
which showed the rest of the world that he was a Roman soldier and he belonged to Rome. 
 
Now John says the same thing, loving one another is the mark of a true conversion. 1 John 3:14a “We know that we 
have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers.” Now remember that brotherly love is not the only 
indicator of a true conversion because we also need to practice righteousness. This again should be evident in our life. 
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Paul describes the indicators of righteousness in Galatians 5:22+23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” Who’s 
got most control of your life loved ones, God or the devil? 

There was a man who wanted to sell his house for £2,000. Another man wanted very badly to buy it, but because he 
was poor, he couldn't afford the full price. After much bargaining, the owner agreed to sell the house for half the 
original price with just one demand: He would hold on to ownership of one small nail protruding from just over the 
door. After several years, the original owner wanted the house back, but the new owner was unwilling to sell. So the 
first owner went out, found the carcass of a dead dog, and hung it from the single nail he still owned. Soon the house 
became unliveable, and the family was forced to sell the house to the owner of the nail.  

Now the point is this loved ones, if we leave the Devil with even one small peg in our life, he will return to hang his 
rotting garbage on it, making it unfit for Christ's habitation. How is your relationship with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ this morning? Any love lost? 

Because loved ones the devil will make full use of that breakdown of love and he will take a nail and hammer right 
into your heart and hang hatred and jealously right in there unless you make the effort to mend it. One piece of anger 
towards your brother or sister is all he needs to take up residence in your life again. Today would be a good day to 
remove his nails and let Jesus’ love reign in your hearts again. 
 
You see those who love one another are alive but those who don’t remain in death. 1 John 3:14b+15 “Anyone who 
does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life in him.” Just like John said earlier in 1 John 2:9+11, anyone who hates his brother "is still in the 
darkness."  
 
But John here warns us that if we hate one another, we’re no better than a murderer, just like Cain. And common 
sense tells us that a murderer does not possess eternal life. You see when a brother or sister in Christ doesn’t love 
their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, there’s something wrong. 
 
How many people have you witnessed being immersed into Christ, never to have seen them again since? How many 
people have you heard someone declaring Jesus as Lord of their lives, but their lives and lifestyles don’t go on to 
reflect that confession? 
       
Bruce Jenner played several sports in high school, but was never a star. Someone once asked him, how did he become 
an Olympic champion? He says, "I honestly felt I was mentally tougher than the guys I competed against in the 
Olympics, especially in terms of coming up with a good performance in pressure situations." 
 
People can pretend to be good mature Christians for a while and show a good performance of Christ-likeness. But it’s 
not until the pressure is on that we find out what they are really like. You see that might be an indication that true 
conversion never occurred, and that they are Christians in name only. Maybe another reason why some struggle to 
love their brothers and sisters in Christ is because they are still babes in Christ. Maybe their only a few months or 
years old in their Christian walk. 
          
That’s what Paul was trying to say to some of the Corinthian Christians in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 “Brothers, I could not 
address you as spiritual but as worldly--mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet 
ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling among 
you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?” 
 
You see a baby Christian doesn’t know how to deal with conflicts within the family. A baby Christian needs to learn 
from those who are mature about how to help those who don’t love each other. The world says, get right in there and 
get it fixed, no matter what the cost. Jesus says pray about it first, give everyone involved time to calm down and pray 
themselves, and then ask if there is anything you can do to help. Ephesians 4:1+2 “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I 
urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 
with one another in love.” 
 
Maybe another reason why some people don’t love their brother or sisters in Christ is because of unbelief and sin. 
Hebrews 3:12-14 “See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 
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God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's 
deceitfulness. We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.” 
 
You see whatever the reason is or whatever the circumstances are for not loving one another, it is not what God 
desires for us. Now I understand that we have to have our differences. I understand that sometimes issues can be 
raised which may cause ill-feeling towards one another. Having an argument or a debate with someone is not sinful 
as long as it is done with a loving spirit. 
 
The sinfulness comes when you take that tension home and talk to the world it about before you talk to God about it. 
It becomes sinful when 3 weeks or even 3 years later you’re still going on about it. That’s not brotherly love, loved 
ones that’s making sure that everybody sees your point. It never ceases to amaze me in the short time I have been a 
Christian the amount of letters I receive from people saying that I am this and that and my beliefs are all wrong and 
then at the bottom it is signed, “in Christian love.” 
 
You see the kind of love John is talking about is “Agape” love. The kind of love that builds, not demolishes. The kind 
of love that seeks nothing but the best for one another. It’s the same love which Paul talks about in 1 Corinthians 
13:4-8, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.” That’s the kind of love John is 
talking about. 
 
John has given us all two real reasons as to why we should love one another. He says that, that kind of love for each 
other shows us to be children of God. And he says that, that kind of love for each other signifies a passing from death 
to life. Now John is going to say a little more about love and its value a little later. 
 
But loved ones these two reasons should compel us to examine our hearts and our attitudes toward each other. Let us 
continue to practice what we preach, or as the Hebrew writer says in Hebrews 13:1 “Keep on loving each other as 
brothers.” I hope and pray that Paul will be able to write and say the same about the church here as he did to the 
church in Thessalonica. 
 
Where he says, in 1 Thessalonians 1:3 “We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your 
faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each other is increasing.” 
 
But if you’re a not a Christian this morning, then let me encourage you to talk to someone today about how you go 
about becoming a child of God. You see you’re still an adult at the moment but you need to become a child again. 
You need to be born again as Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3. You need to be baptised into Christ death so that you 
can be born anew as Paul reminds us in Romans 6:3+4. 
 
Let me leave you with Peter’s words, because he explains what baptism is better than I do. 1 Peter 3:18-22 “For 
Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 
body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed 
long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight 
in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also-not the removal of dirt 
from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who 
has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand-with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.”  
 


