“When we see Him, we can ask Him.” (13)

A woman went to the police station with her next-dogighbour to report that her husband was missing. The poli
officer asked for a description. She sdlde's thirty-five years old, six foot two, has dark eyeskaeavy hair, an
athletic build, weighs 13 stone, is soft-spoken, and islgoohe children.The next-door neighbour protestéd/ait

a minute! Your husband is five foot four, chubby, bald, haigyanouth, and is mean to your childremlie wife
replied,"Sure, but who wants him back?"

You see we all have our own ideas about people and abouthelid and who shouldn’t be accepted into God’s
kingdom. But like we saw last time the Jews had to leaatcept the Samaritans into God’s kingdom because Gc
has no favourites amongst races. And so we left Riviéaching the good news about Jesus to the Samaritans.

And in Samaria he was met by a magician named Simonwals a very popular figure amongst the high and the I
in society. But when Philip preached Jesus and His words eaafirmed by the miracles he performed, many
Samaritans including Simon were baptised into Christiferforgiveness of their sins. And so loved ones;Wwhke

IS going to share with us today is not everyone com&htist for the right reasons.

Acts 8:14-17 “When the apostles in Jerusalem heard thadriahad accepted the word of God, they sent Peter al
John to them. When they arrived, they prayed for thenthey might receive the Holy Spirit, becauseHiody

Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had sif@én baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. Téem P
and John placed their hands on them, and they receivétbth&pirit.”

Now it's saddens me today when we hear about bad naWws the Lord’s church. When we hear that this person
has fallen away, or this church is forcing certaingsiupon its members. It saddens me because bad news seen
spread really quickly but when a church is doing somethirgt ve the Lord we hardly ever hear about it unless it’
been written about in some church magazine.

But when the good news about what was happening in Samat@thetears of the apostles who were still in
Jerusalem, Luke tells us they sent Peter and John tatyh&low again what we see happening here is the paofwer «
Jesus changing lives and people’s attitudes towards olihewssn’t all that long ago when John and his brother,
James, asked Jesus to destroy Samaria.

Luke 9:51-56 “As the time approached for him to be taken up teehedesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. Anc
he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Sanwlidga to get things ready for him; but the people there di
not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusaléem We disciples James and John saw this, they askec
"Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to dgstihem?" But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and th
went to another village”.

It wasn't that long ago that the Jewish John wantezhlicdown fire from heaven to destroy this Samaritayntbtiat
refused to receive Jesus. But now the new Christianidgimaying for them according tects 8:15.And not only
did he pray for them but he and Peter laid their handeeam that they might receive the miraculous gifthaf Holy
Spirit. And its here that we discover the real reagby Simon wanted to become a Christian.

Acts 8:18-25 “When Simon saw that the Spirit was givehatdying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them
money and said, "Give me also this ability so thatyeuee on whom | lay my hands may receive the HolyiSpir
Peter answered: "May your money perish with you, becgos thought you could buy the gift of God with money!
You have no part or share in this ministry, because geart is not right before God. Repent of this wickedrand
pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having sathought in your heart. For | see that you areofull
bitterness and captive to sin." Then Simon answeredy'terthe Lord for me so that nothing you have said may
happen to me." When they had testified and proclaimed oiné @f the Lord, Peter and John returned to Jerusalern
preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages”.

Now before we look at Simon’s sin let me point oubapte of important truths revealed here in this tex@ac€l
evidence of a person receiving the miraculous gifts maxst been present, because Simon was ablectbis being
accomplished through the laying on of the apostles' harms.rdimember that Philip was numbered among the
seven inActs 6:5+6and he was one of the men whom the apostle’s hachkiiditands upon to bestow miraculous
gifts of the Spirit.



Now ask yourself this questiowhy didn’'t Philip pass on the miraculous gifts to theg® were baptised in
Samaria?Well the simple answer is, he couldn’t because hadichave the ability to bestow miraculous gifts onto
anyone. That's why he sent for Peter and John to dadilise he couldn’t. My point is this; it was only the apsstl
who had the ability to pass on these miraculous gifts.

And if you were around then and they bestowed theseugitia you then you like Philip could perform miracles bu
you could not pass those abilities on to someone Efsg’s why | pray that some of our charismatic friemasild

try to understand these texts. When the apostles diemhenwas left to pass on these miraculous gifts. Ameinw
those who had these gifts bestowed upon them who wiltizisty after the apostles died, when they died all
miraculous gifts died with them.

Why? Because just like Philip they could not pass these giftshat’s why. These religious groups who teach that
you're not a Christian or you don't posses God’s iSpittil you have a miraculous gift from God need tomesly
rethink what they preaching. Because that kind of thinkingabaslutely no Biblical support whatsoever.

Now loved ones this is also one text of many textsghpports the fact that not all Christians were givnaculous
gifts. Jesus says Mark 16:16 “Whoever believes and is baptized will be salvatlwhoever does not believe will be
condemned.Simon had believed and had been baptized, so there is nohsolidatl been saved from his former sin

Yet, and this is important, when Simon was confrontetl eipower potentially so useful for dominating the oity
Samaria, he reverted to a materialistic approach ambittripurchase the power from Peter and John. Not all
Christians received miraculous gifts and Simon is orteage people. Simon's attempt to purchase this power witl
money led Peter to tell Simon he and his money wouldlpéogether if his heart was not changed. He could have
part in matters eternal so long as his heart wasgiatwith God.

Bishop Warren A. Candlewas preaching to a large audience using as his text tiyeo$t@nanias and Sapphira, whc
lied to God and were struck dead. The old bishop rod@et doesn't strike people dead for lying like he used to.
he did, where would | beThis got a laugh from his audience, then he retotted|l you where | would be. | would
be right here preaching to an empty house!"

Some people become Christians for the wrong reasonsoamel become Christians for the right reasons. Baryev
single Christians is tempted in many different waysid®i's temptation to be even more popular was so great; he
was even willing to pay for it. There nothing wrong witAnting to be great in God’s kingdom provided you're
willing to start from the bottom up.

In Matthew 20when the mother of James and John asked Jesus to plaosaéién positions of high authority, Jesus
rebuked them and said liiatthew 20:25-28 "You know that the rulers of the Gentded it over them, and their
high officials exercise authority over them. Not sthwjou. Instead, whoever wants to become great amang yo
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first tvel your slave- just as the Son of Man did not cantet
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransomday."

You know we live in a society where everything is fastkeal. People will do anything to get to the top of their
profession as fast as they can. But you cannot fat ¢n@atness in God’s kingdom. Because Jesus tolthtisew
20, “Not so with you.”You don’t become great in God’s kingdom by becoming a dictgbu became great by
serving. When you serve and become a slave for Christaandoyothers and sisters in Christ first, then you bexo
great. Christianity is not a popularity contest; Charsty is a group of slaves who are willing to servarfrihe
bottom up.

The apostle Paul preaches what I'm talking about btéer | do inPhilippians 2:5-11 “Your attitude should be the
same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very @&od, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very natursefvant, being made in human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself antheaexdtzedient to death- even death on a cross! Therefor:
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the nanis tibove every name, that at the name of Jesug e
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under e @ad every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is tard,
the glory of God the Father”.

You want to be great in His kingdormfen do what Jesus did and start at the bottom and eessh f
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In other words, don't tell people what to do, show thamd if you find yourself wanting to become great by any
means other than serving then do what Peter instructezthSo1do, pray that God would forgive you. Simon who
became a Christian and was freed from sin and therpoivéin allowed his heart to be bound by sin once agaid. A
so Simon acknowledging to the apostles that he had kis imeart asked the apostles to pray for him.

You see loved ones there are times when Christianstogedctice what James tells uslaames 5:16, “Therefore
confess your sins to each other and pray for each othkatsgou may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is
powerful and effective”.

Now please don’'t misunderstand me here, I'm not sayinglgget together in nice little groups and start to confes:
all of our sins to each other. What | am saying is thatufhave a sin that’s ruling your life and you're strugglin
with it, and then talk to someone about it in confideh@ben you talk to someone about it, you can pray togethe
about it and then through the power of prayer, God wi# gou the strength to overcome that sin problem. Becaus:
the very fact that you took the time and courage to spestxrt@one about your struggle, tells me that you'’re lookil
for help and you don’t want to struggle anymore.

And so Luke tells us after Simon’s request, Peter and Jahfirtished preaching the word of God in Samaria, and
then they returned to Jerusalem, preaching in all the afi&amaria along the way. And it’s at this point thake
tells Theophilus that Philip was directed by an angéhef_ord to go south to a place along the Jerusalem ta Gaz
road where no people lived.

Acts 8:26-35 “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Gatkedo the road-the desert road-that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza." So he started out, and on his wangthan Ethiopian eunuch, an important official inrgleaof

all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians.mdashad gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way
home was sitting in his chariot reading the book aialls the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, "Go to thaarabt and
stay near it." Then Philip ran up to the chariot anddch#a man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand
what you are reading?" Philip asked. "How can |," hd,sainless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philif
to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was reading th&sagasof Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the
slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is stehe did not open his mouth. In his humiliation he deasived

of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For &iwdtE taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philifl, "Te
me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himsedbareone else?"

Now we need to understand that the Jews didn’t havesaopithe Old Testament as readily available as we do
today. There were scribes whose job it was to copyod Testament scriptures for Synagogues and for those wh
could afford to have one copied. The Ethiopian Eunuchiobrta@ad an important job with a good pay. In fact Luke
tells us that heerved under the great Queen Candace of the Ethiopidrssajeb was treasurer for her. The Eunuc
was obviously a converted Jew because not only did\reedaopy of Isaiah’s prophecy but he was on his way ho
after worship in Jerusalem.

But he was struggling to understand wisatiahmeant when he wrote Isaiah 53:7-8 “He was oppressed and
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was leddikamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before laeshes
silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and jutdgmenvas taken away. And who can speak of his
descendants? For he was cut off from the land ofvimeglifor the transgression of my people he was stnitke

And so Philip ran alongside the chariot, and asked the Euticlyou understand what you are readinj@iv
unlike the Jews who were listening to Stephen’s sermorkuhach had an open heart, and | know he had an ope
heart because of his response to Philip. He replies tipPhibw can I, unless someone explains it to me?"

You see loved ones an open heart is a searching hdaatsmarching heart is always going to strive to understand
better. Because when Philip accepted his invitation teidithim in the chariot, the Eunuch asked the most
important question of alf] ask you, of who does the prophet say this, of himmedff some other man¥'ou know |
have studied the Bible with many people and you can dgbetstage where you can almost know who is going to
grow in Christ quickly and who are going to grow slowly.

Now | don't mean that disrespectfully but | believetthlh Christians should have questions which need to be
answered. Some Christians have many questions that théyamsamered and | believe that those Christians are th
ones who will grow quicker.
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Now please don’t misunderstand me here, I'm not sayiggufdon’t ask questions, you're not growing. What I'm
saying is that some Christians have hearts which seasod. And that’s the kind of heart that the Eunuchamakso
Philip did what every one of us should do when we begtudy with someone. You begin from where they are in
their understanding.

You see if a non-Christian asks you a question about gagnlyiou don’t give them a lesson on marriage and
divorce. If a non-Christian asks you a question abountdsexuality, you don’t give them a lesson on church
leadershipNo, you do what Philip did; you begin from where theg and then go on to tell them about the power
the gospel of Christ.

Acts 8:36-40 Then Philip began with that very passage of 8oegipind told him the good news about Jesus. As the
travelled along the road, they came to some water aneuiuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't | be
baptized?" And he gave orders to stop the chariot. BhdnPhilip and the eunuch went down into the water and
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the waterSpirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoi€hijp, however, appeared at Azotus and travelled abc
preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reachedaGzees

Now this is another good example of the gospel being peeldout notice the text doesn’'t say anything about Philij
preaching baptism to the Eunuch. But common sense againde¢hat when a person is preaching about Jesus the
have to include baptism into that preaching. Philip must pea@&ched baptism; why else would the Ethiopian
nobleman ask PhiliglLook, here is water. What's stopping me from being bap??

And in Acts 8:37Philip replied,‘If you believe with all your heart. The Eunuch answvagrebelieve that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God.Now althoughverse 37s omitted from some translations, like thg/, it is obvious from other
scriptures that one desiring the Lord, to confess His Naefae the Father will confess Jesus before men.

Jesus Himself said imatthew 10:32-33 "Whoever acknowledges me before men, aisdl acknowledge him
before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns rfeéenen, | will disown him before my Father in heave

Romans 10:9+10 “If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lard] believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with yourrhézat you believe and are justified, and it is witluymouth
that you confess and are saved”.

And so the Eunuch confessed Jesus as the Son of Godtimfi®hilip and then ordered the chariot to stand still.
And it’s then that Luke tells us that both Philip and Eteiopian went down into the water and Philip baptised him
for the forgiveness of his sins. And so the Eunuch beca@hristian in the same way that all others became
Christians in the first century church.

And indeed in the same way that we all became Céinstiby being baptised into Christ for the forgivenessiof
sins. And the outcome of such obedience is alwaysah®. Rejoicing in the Lord for what He has done foAuns.
so immediately following their coming up out of the watbe Spirit caused Philip to be gone from the presehce o
the eunuch. And on his journey back to Caesarea, Philip meachthe coastal cities like Azotus along the way.

Now loved ones before we finish up with today’s sermasat us to use our imaginations for a moment. |
understand that the Bible doesn't tell us about what hapgentbd Eunuch when he got back home and | for one
find that frustrating. Now | also understand the reasoangenot told because it's not that important for usimw.
But wouldn’'t you love to know the end of the story?

| heard a story about this man who once stood beforel@gdeart breaking from the pain and injustice in thedvo
"Dear God,"he cried out/look at all the suffering, the anguish and distresgoiur world. Why don't you send help?'
God responded] did send help. I sent you."

You see loved ones, the Eunuch went back to EthiopiaciggoiAnd just like the Samaritan woman who Jesus spc
with went back to the city rejoicing and told others tlogysof Jesus. | can imagine the Eunuch doing the shimg. t

| can imagine his friends and maybe the queen askialjhow was your trip, how was worship this tim&rd

maybe he just couldn’t contain his joy as he shared bwdenstory about trying to understand Isaiah’s words and
Philip appearing.
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And maybe he shared with them that Isaiah was speakig dbsus and then went on to tell them that Jesus gay:
need to be baptised into Christ to enter a relationshiphimih Now we don’t know what he did, we don’t know if he
remained faithful all the days of his life. But maybe dag when we get to heaven and we see him, we can ask
what happened when he got home. Because I'm telling you tmes| he will never forget that day, even in death.

In fact when he did die and he met Jesus, the whaig thould have made a lot more sense to him. Just like wher
we die and we see Jesus, we can ask Him all the gneste ever wanted answered. But you see loved ones whil
your still living, whenever you're feeling down, wheneveuyéeeling lost and or you think that God isn’'t there or
doesn’t care anymore. Just remember the day you wereagam, or remember when it finally dawned on you whe
Christ has done for you and continues to do for you.

You know when you honesty look back at all the ungodlyyscommitted and you know that God forgave you c
them all and continues to forgive you for every sineifidhen maybe then, your heart can begin to rejaitiee

Lord all over again. Just like the Psalmist say8dalm 13:5-6, “But | trust in your unfailing love; my hearbiegs

in your salvation. | will sing to the Lord, for he hagbeyood to me”.



