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“God’s Will, will be done” (12) 

 
The last time we were together we left Stephen repeating with his dying breath the words of his Master Jesus, 
‘forgive them’ and ’Father receive my spirit’. And so what Luke is going to share with us today is one of the most 
difficult times in church history. 
 
The doctor decided to put his overweight patient on a diet. "I want you to eat regularly for two days," he said. "Then I 
want you to skip a day. Follow this pattern for two weeks and come back to see me. After two weeks you should lose 
five pounds." Two weeks later the man came back for his appointment. He had lost twenty pounds. The doctor asked, 
"You lost all this weight just by following my instructions?" The man said, "Yes, but I'll tell you though, I thought I 
was going to drop dead on that third day." The doctor asked, "From hunger?" "No," the man said. "From skipping!" 
 
And I guess the point of the story is, if you’re going to follow the instructions, make sure you fully understand them 
first. Luke introduces us to a man named Saul in Acts 8:1 as the person who gave the approval of Stephen’s death. 
And it’s this same Saul who later would become Paul and turned out to be one of the greatest apostles of Christ is the 
history of the church. 
 
Now remember that Jesus had given specific instructions for the apostles to “go into all the world and preach the 
good news” in Mark 16:15. In Acts 1:8 Jesus said that the apostles will be “His witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  
 
We catch up with the events of the early church in Acts 8:2-4 “On that day a great persecution broke out against the 
church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried 
Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged 
off men and women and put them in prison. Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went”.  
 
Immediately following Stephen’s death, an intense period of persecution followed, headed by a young Jewish Rabbi 
named Saul. Luke tells us that "Godly” men buried Stephen and greatly mourned his death. Now to me at least this is 
amazing. These God fearing men from among the Jews still had enough faith in God to openly bury a Christian who 
had died such a violent death for preaching the gospel.  
 
Now you may ask what is amazing about that? Well the Sanhedrin didn’t do anything about these God fearing men 
why? I’ll tell you why; they must have recognized how wrong their actions were since their custom would not allow 
an individual grave and lamentation for a person who had been judicially stoned. Yet again the Jews kill another 
innocent man and they know it. 
 
Now it’s interesting to see the apostles remaining in Jerusalem, and the other disciples driven to every corner of Judea 
and Samaria. Now I said this was interesting because when the devil wants to destroy a church, he will usually use 
the form of divide and conquer. And clearly that’s what’s happening here.  
 
You see if Satan wants to destroy a church he will also attack the leadership of that church because if he can destroy 
them, he usually ends up destroying the rest of the flock. But what we can also see here is God's divine intervention. 
We see God protecting and keeping His apostles’ safe, after all in the mind of Saul and everyone else who opposed 
the church; these guys were this churches leaders. 
 
You see loved ones, God’s will, will be done. God doesn’t do evil but He can use the evilness of men to get His will 
done. The gospel was supposed to begin in Jerusalem where it did but it was also to be spread in Judea and Samaria 
and to the ends of the earth. But that wasn’t happening, the church was quiet happy to stay in Jerusalem but God 
wasn’t happy. 
 
And so what we see happening here is God allowing the terrible acts of wicked men, who were persecuting the 
church. Why was God allowing this to happen? Because the gospel needed to be heard in other parts of the earth and 
that wasn’t going to happen as long as the church stayed in its comfort zone. In fact Luke tells us in Acts 8:4, that, 
“they preached the gospel wherever they went despite the trouble”.  
 
When was the last time you stepped out of your comfort zone? Now I thank God that we have many brethren here 
who have done just that over the last year or so. But don’t stop there loved ones, don’t get comfortable with your 
faith. 
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I read an article about sharks, they say if you put a baby shark in a fish tank it will grow to 8 inches long and be fully 
developed but if you put that same baby shark in the sea, they will grow to 8-12 meters in length. Now loved ones, I 
don’t want to be a baby shark swimming around in my comfort zone, I want to get out there and share my faith with 
others so that I can become a fully mature Christian with a strong faith in my God. 
 
Growing and developing our faith only happens when we get out there and share our faith with people and tell them 
how Jesus changed our life. God will give us the courage and wisdom to share our faith with our friends and family if 
we ask Him. Now the only persecution we’re really ever going to experience is rejection, but the faith of these 
Christians needs to be commended loved ones, because even in the face of death they shared their faith. 
 
Ask yourselves a really hard question. What would need to happen for you to give up your faith? A divorce, the death 
of a loved one, family difficulties, personal difficulties! Now I understand that many of us can’t answer that question 
unless these things happen to us. But I know Christians even in this church who have gone through or are still going 
through some of these things as I speak. And I thank God that they are still holding on strong to their faith in Christ. 
 
You see when Saul of Tarsus got wind of where Christians met, that sent fear throughout the whole church and they 
were frightened. They were frightened but they wouldn’t give up the faith. Even though some were caught and 
thrown into vile prisons and then brought them before the elders in the synagogue, who tried to force them to deny 
Jesus, they wouldn’t give up their faith in God. 
 
Paul said in Acts 22:4 that “He persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women 
and throwing them into prison.” A little later in Acts 26:10 Paul says that “And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. 
On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my 
vote against them”. 
 
These Christians would rather die than deny their faith in Christ. Paul carries on in Acts 26:11 and says that, “Many a 
time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. In my 
obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute them”. Paul said that he had many Christians beaten 
and punished but still they would not deny their faith in Christ. 
 
What would it take for you to give up your faith? I pray that nothing that this world can throw at us or any 
circumstance which happens in our lives will cause us to give up our faith. Because when you think about it, it’s our 
faith in Christ which helps us through many difficult circumstances in life. 
 
Now I said earlier that God allowed the evilness of wicked men to happen so that the gospel can be spread and that’s 
what Luke tells us about next. Acts 8:4-8 “Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 
When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. With 
shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. So there was great joy in that 
city.  
 
Now remember that Philip is one of the seven mentioned earlier in Acts 6:5 and he went to the city of Samaria. The 
city of Samaria was built by Omri, who was a wicked king in Israel and it eventually became the capital city for the 
ten tribes of the northern kingdom. Now the Samaritans were of mixed descent coming from the intermarriage of 
Jews and Gentiles and the Jews saw the Samaritans as unclean. If a Jew was walking down the street and he saw a 
Samaritan coming towards him the Jew would cross over the other side to avoid being contaminated. 
 
In John 4:9 when Jesus is speaking to Samaritan woman, she says to Jesus, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) And further down in the 
same chapter of John, she says to Jesus in John 4:19-26 "Sir, I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped 
on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." Jesus declared, "Believe 
me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You 
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time 
is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind 
of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." The woman said, 
"I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." Then Jesus 
declared, "I who speak to you am he."  
 
This Samaritan woman had no problems believing who Jesus claimed to be. 
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In fact when she went back to Samaria, she practiced what I’m, preaching today. She told everyone what happened 
when she met the Jesus. The Bible says in John 4:39-41 “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him 
because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers.”  
 
And so despite of previous grievances against the Samaritans Philip went to Samaria and watered the seed which 
Christ had already sown when he spoke to the woman at the well and the other Samaritans who believed in Him. 
Now what exactly did Philip preach? He preached Christ, Philip preached Jesus as the promised Messiah, and as we 
have already seen with the words of the Samaritan women the Samaritans would already be very familiar with the 
Messiah. 
 
Deuteronomy 18:15-18 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. 
You must listen to him. For this is what you asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when 
you said, "Let us not hear the voice of the Lord our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die." The Lord 
said to me: "What they say is good. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put 
my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him.”  
 
You see the message which Philip was preaching hit home for multitudes of the Samaritans, and that message was 
confirmed as being true because God confirmed it came from Him by enabling Philip to work miracles. People who 
were sick were made well, those paralyzed and lame were able to walk again, those possessed by demons had the 
demons driven out of them. And the message and the miracles which confirmed the message caused the city to be 
filled with joy. And loved ones that’s exactly what good news does, it brings joy. 
 
Let me ask you how is your joy in the Lord doing? When was the last time you woke up in the morning and just 
thanked God with a joyful heart for healing your sinful heart? Do you ever take a moment out of your busy schedule 
and think about what God has done for each and every one of us? I know a lot of Christians who never rejoice in the 
Lord and they go around living the Christian life as if they had been baptised into lime juice. 
 
I heard of a story about a man in line of a grocery store and the lady in front of him turned around and said, "Excuse 
me sir are you a minister?" and of course he was upset that she would think such a thing, so he thought for a moment 
and said, "Well, no but I have been sick for the last couple of weeks". 
 
Paul says in Ephesians 5:19+20 “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music 
in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ”. I know a lot of Christians who do that, they love to sing thanksgiving songs to God when they are making a 
cup of tea or preparing dinner. 
 
Colossians 1:10-14 “And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in 
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power 
according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us 
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins”. I know a lot of Christians who sing with thanksgiving in their hearts to God all day long 
because they appreciate their salvation. 
 
I don’t know how true this is but they say the most infectious thing in the world is a smile. You see loved ones, when 
a Christian is full of joy, it’s infectious and others want a piece of that joy too. And that’s precisely what happened in 
Samaria, in Acts 8:9-13 Luke introduces us to a man named Simon. Now Simon wanted a piece of that joy but as we 
are going to see next week, he wanted it and something else for all the wrong reasons. But for now let’s just look at 
Simon as we find here in Acts 8. 
 
Acts 8:9-11 “Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of 
Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and 
exclaimed, "This man is the divine power known as the Great Power." They followed him because he had amazed 
them for a long time with his magic.”  
 
Now just like many religious groups of the world today Simon uses magic and trickery to convince people that he 
was a spokesman for God.  
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And he must have been doing this for some time because Luke tells us that both high and low classes of people were 
paying attention to him and thought he was from God. But you see loved ones when you start to put your trust and 
faith in the Christ and not in people and what they claim they can do, the truth truly does set you free as Jesus tells us 
in John 8:32. 
 
In other words are you going to trust what the Bible teaches or the preacher down the street who claims he can speak 
in tongues just like the apostles did? Are you going to put your faith in the Bible or the faith healer who claims he can 
heal the sick and make the lame walk? 
 
The illusionist Darren Brown was doing a live séance on TV one night and he invited some young people along to 
join in with him. And so he went ahead and was doing the séance and the weedgie board glass moved and he was 
speaking to the so called dead. The people in attendance were screaming and running out of the séance even though 
most of them were sceptics. But it wasn’t until the end of the programme when Darren revealed that the dead person 
he was speaking too was still alive and in another room close by. He told his audience that “the power of suggestion 
and illusion is very powerful and when you use them properly you can get people to believe absolutely anything”. 
 
Now loved ones I believe there is a lot of that happening in the religious world around us today. People are being 
drawn into believing anything they are being taught because of something they think they see happening. 
 
A friend of mine went along to one of those outdoors campaigns and this religious group called certain people 
forward to be healed and among them was this woman in a wheelchair. Well she came forward and was supposedly 
healed and she supposedly walked for the first time in twenty years. A few days later there was another outdoor 
campaign with the same group and the same preacher and he invited people forward to be healed and guess what? 
The woman who was supposedly healed a few days ago was back up the front being healed again. 
 
But you see loved ones, when you put your trust in the teachings of God and His word as we find it revealed in His 
word, that eliminates any fears of being misled by false prophets. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 “The coming of the lawless 
one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and 
wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the 
truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so 
that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness”.  
 
Isn’t it a real blessing that we don’t have to rely on miracles, signs and wonders from God for our faith today? You 
know some people say that you need some sort of supernatural gift to prove you’re a Christian and you have the 
Spirit, well Jesus doesn’t teach that. Jesus says in Matthew 7:15-17 "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you 
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick 
grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles?”  
 
He doesn’t mention anything about recognising people by their gifts but what He does say is that you can recognise 
those who claim to be Christians by their fruit. And what fruit does He have in mind? Galatians 5:22+23 “But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law.” 
 
If we are to believe that the Bible isn’t God’s final revelation but He is still revealing more of His will to mankind 
today through miraculous gifts then why would Jude say? Jude 3 “Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to 
you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all 
entrusted to the saints.” God has either revealed once for all the ”faith”  or He hasn’t. 
 
2 Peter 1:1-3 “To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as 
precious as ours: Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His 
divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us 
by his own glory and goodness.” God has either given us “everything” we need for life and godliness through our 
knowledge revealed in His word or He hasn’t. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work”. His word either is useful 
for the teaching, rebuking, correcting and training and we are “thoroughly equipped for everything” He wants us to 
know and do or we’re not.  
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In other words God’s word is all we need or it isn’t. All in all it seems to clear to me that God’s word is all I need to 
know God, live like He wants me to live and if I follow His plan of salvation I will be with Him forever in heaven. 
You see when Philip preached the good news about the Christ and His kingdom, with the accompanying signs people 
were set free from these false prophets. 
 
Acts 8:12+13 “But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed 
Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.” 
 
Now loved ones this is one of those passages where common sense needs to come into place. Philip preached the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ; the text doesn’t mention anything about Philip preaching baptism. But 
common sense tells us that this verse makes it clear that preaching belief in Jesus and burial in His name is a crucial 
part of preaching about the kingdom.  
 
Why would both men and women be baptised if Philip didn’t preach it? Why would Simon himself having been 
amazed by what he saw and heard, believe and be baptized? I’ll tell you why, because baptism for the forgiveness of 
our sins is part of the good news. We’ve already established that baptism is for the forgiveness of our sins when we 
looked at Acts 2:38 "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”.  
 
And loved ones, you don’t get baptised to join the church, if you want to join something go and join the RAC and 
they will gladly help you out when your car breaks down. And being christened as a child isn’t Biblical baptism, 
that’s just getting your hair wet. Baptism involves a burial. When our kid’s rabbit died I took it out the back garden, 
dug a deep hole and then buried it by covering it with soil. If I just threw some dirt over the rabbit, that’s not burying 
it, that’s just throwing dirt over it. 
 
Baptism is part of the good news because it’s through baptism for the forgiveness of our sins that unites us with 
Christ and His baptism and His death. Romans 6:3-5 “Don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united 
with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection”. 
 
The Samaritans had no trouble understanding what Philip was preaching to them concerning Jesus and what Jesus 
wants everyone to do. But what’s stopping those who aren’t Biblical Christians? Well only they can answer that 
question honestly. Let me leave you with this thought. 
 
We spoke about the illusionist Daren Brown a little earlier and on another occasion he played Russian roulette with 
himself live on national TV and he survived to tell the tale. But how did he survive? Well the clue is in his title 
‘Daren Brown Illusionist’. It was all an illusion. 
 
But loved ones I can’t for the life of me figure out why people would want to play roulette with their very souls. If 
people are not sure about the baptism they received they need to get back to the Bible and see if it’s the same baptism 
we see being practiced here in Samaria. And if it’s not then we need to encourage them to stop hoping that their 
baptism was Ok and offer them the baptism which we know is acceptable to God for the forgiveness of their sins. 
 
You see loved ones, God’s will, will be done whether you obey His will or not. 


