
 

 

1
“Children of God” (12) 

 
I got a hold of some questions and answers concerning pregnant woman which I would like to share with you this 
morning. 
 
Q: Should I have a baby after 35? A: No, 35 children are enough. 
 
Q: I'm two months pregnant now. When will my baby move? A. With any luck, right after s/he finishes college. 
 
Q: My childbirth instructor says it's not pain I'll feel during labour, but pressure. Is she right? A: Yes, in the same way 
that a tornado might be called an air current. 
 
Q: Our baby was born last week. When will my wife begin to feel and act normal again? A: When the kids are in 
college. 
 
In 1 John 2:29, for the first time John speaks of Christians as those who are "born" of God. He says in 1 John 2:29 “If 
you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.” And this is an 
expression that John will use over and over again throughout the remainder of his letter.   
 
He says in 1 John 3:9 “No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot 
go on sinning, because he has been born of God.” He uses it in 1 John 4:7, when he says, “Dear friends, let us love 
one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.” And he also uses 
it in 1 John 5:1+4+18, which we will look at when we get to those passages in our study. 
   
Now John uses this expression to emphasise that the Christian's spiritual life is a result of the redemptive work of 
God. Paul reminds us of this redemptive work in Colossians 2:12-13 “Having been buried with him in baptism and 
raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. When you were dead in your 
sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins.” 
 
I remember when our kids were born, I never felt a thing and when their mum gave birth to them, they were the 
ugliest things I had ever seen. And then someone would come up to me and say, “Ah they look just like their father.” 
Now I don’t like blood and guts and I turned many different colours when our kids were born. 
 
But the point is they were our kids, their mum done all the work but they were our kids. They belonged to us; they are 
now our responsibility and what a privilege it must be for Roxanne and Joshua to have parents like us. When they 
were born we gave them their names, but their surnames would be Glover. And for the rest of their lives they would 
be recognised as belonging to the Glovers. Now that’s what happens when a person is born again. 
 
Paul says in Titus 3:4-7 “But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by 
the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified 
by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” 
 
Paul says because we were baptised or washing of rebirth, we have been "born again", and therefore we can call 
ourselves God's "children" John must have been so excited when he wrote this part of the letter. In fact he was so 
excited about being called "children of God" that he says in 1 John 3:1-3 “How great is the love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who 
has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.” 
 
John says think about the significance of being called the "children of God" Think about the implications of what it 
should mean in our lives We are going to look at 3 areas as to what being a child of God means this morning. Do you 
know what we are as children of God? John says that we are recipients of God’s love. 
 
John says in 1 John 3:1, "Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God!" It’s through God’s love that we can become His children. What is the most quoted scripture 
reference in the world? John 3:16 And why? Because it speaks overwhelmingly of God’s love for mankind. 
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John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” And the Bible is just filled with wonderful passages which speak of God’s amazing love. 
How great or how much is the love the Father has lavished on us? Romans 5:8 tells us that this is how much love God 
has for us. “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
John is going to tell us a little later about this love in 1 John 4:9-10 “This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 
 
How great or how much is the love the Father has lavished on us? Titus 3:3-7 “At one time we too were foolish, 
disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated 
and hating one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by 
the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified 
by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” 
 
God’s love is immeasurable. And aren’t we privileged and honoured that God would even notice us sinners in the 
first place. You see that’s what the Psalmist was struggling to come to terms with, when he asks the very same 
question. Psalm 8:3+4 “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you 
have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?” 
 
God’s love for us is far beyond what we can comprehend. But sadly love has a price to pay sometimes. Because John 
goes on to say in 1 John 3:1, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.” 
 
You see John says that “the world does not know us." Now I’m sure if you went outside to your non-Christian friends 
they would know who you are. But John is not talking about that kind of knowing. He’s talking about those who are 
not Christians who don’t truly recognize or appreciate what you have become in Christ. They may accept that you’re 
a Christian but they don’t really understand what the term Christian means. 
 
And whenever you get the chance to talk to them about what it really means to be a Christian. When you talk to them 
about the Bible’s standing on homosexuality or sex before marriage etc, they may even go on to call us religious 
fanatics, or even fools. But Christian when that happens, don’t let that trouble you, the apostle Paul would sympathise 
with everyone who gets slandered for being too serious about our beliefs. He would sympathise because he 
understands. He would sympathise because he’s been through it all. 
 
He says in 1 Corinthians 4:9-13 “For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the 
procession, like men condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels 
as well as to men. We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are 
honoured, we are dishonoured! To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we 
are homeless. We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure 
it; when we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of 
the world.” 
 
Paul says I understand why the world wants to ridicule you for your beliefs in Christ. Paul says to some people you’re 
the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world. But the Bible doesn’t leave us in the dark about why these things 
happen. When these things happen it’s understandable. The reason the world did not and still does not really know us 
is because they did not and still don’t know Jesus. 
  
John 1:11 “He (Jesus) came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.” If the world doesn’t 
recognise Jesus for who He was, how on earth are they going to recognise us for who we believe in? That’s why Paul 
talks about our lives being hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3-4 “For you died, and your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 
 
What are we as children of God? We are loved and honoured with a love and honour that cannot be measured. As 
children of God were unknown and sometimes despised by the world. That is what we are today as the children of 
God. But as Paul says in Colossians 3:4, “when Christ comes we will "appear with Him in glory"!” 
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And that’s the second point about being a child of God that John tells us about. He says in 1 John 3:2 “Dear friends, 
now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.” What are God’s children going to 
be like in the future? Who knows, because what we shall be like hasn’t been revealed yet. And I think the reason for 
that is that we just couldn’t comprehend it all in our earthly minds. But we do know a couple of things about what we 
will be like. 
 
For example Paul tells us that we will have a new spiritual body. 1 Corinthians 15:42-44 “So will it be with the 
resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, it is 
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If 
there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.” 
 
And if we read on in 1 Corinthians 15, Paul says that we will be immortal. 1 Corinthians 15:50-53 “I declare to you, 
brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the 
perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.” In the future were going to get a 
new spiritual body and were going live forever. 
 
I heard a story about an artist's daughter who lost her eyesight when she was a baby.  After her mother died, the girl's 
father became her constant and affectionate companion.  For years her blindness was considered incurable. Then a 
new type of surgery promised to restore her vision.  And so following the operation, as she lay in a darkened room 
with bandaged eyes, this one thought occupied her mind:  Soon I shall see my dear father!  
 
When the days of waiting had passed, the dressings were removed, and at last she looked into the compassionate face 
she had so long desired to see. Trembling with excitement, she closed her eyes, and then opened them again to 
convince herself she was not dreaming. As the one she loved took her into his arms, she exclaimed, "I've had such a 
good-looking father all these years and didn't even know it!" 
 
You see loved ones there is something else that both Paul and John tell us about our future. 1 John 3:2 “Dear friends, 
now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 
 
John says that were going to be just like Jesus. Paul says the same thing over in 1 Corinthians 15:49 “And just as we 
have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.” Can you imagine 
that in your mind? I can’t. It’s beyond comprehension. These lowly bodies that we posses just now are going to 
undergo an amazing transformation. 
 
They are going to have bodies like Jesus’. Philippians 3:20-21 “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” 
 
And it’s because of that amazing fact that Paul goes on to encourage us to stand firm in the Lord. He says following 
on in Philippians 4:1 “Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you 
should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!” 
 
And that brings me to the final point that John says, he says if you’re a child of God then this is how you should be. 1 
John 3:3 “Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.” John says that, that hope of these 
new bodies, being like Christ should influence how we live for Christ. He says that this hope should motivate us to 
live pure lives for Christ. 
 
The word "purify" here is the Greek word “Hagnizo” which means "to make clean, or sanctify." But it’s also closely 
related to the Greek word “Hagiasmos” which means "holiness or sanctification." And so what John is saying here is 
that as children of God we are “set apart” for a holy purpose. And it’s those things which God’s children are taught to 
pursue.  
 
Hebrews 12:14 “Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the 
Lord.” When we are motivated by the hope that Jesus will "transform our lowly bodies into His glorious body." The 
true children of God will always be working towards the purity or holiness which is seen in Jesus Christ Himself. 
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But notice that John says that in 1 John 3:3 “Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself.” How can 
Christians purify themselves? Well first and foremost by recognising the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus. 1 
John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” When we recognise what the blood of Christ does for a Christian, its then and only then can we 
hope to be truly holy and without blemish. Paul says the same thing over in Ephesians 5:25-27 “Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing 
with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless.” 
 
Now it’s one thing accepting the cleansing power of Christ’s blood to purify us and make us holy but it’s another 
thing to take the responsibility for how you live your lives. Because of the very fact that we are holy we need to be 
aware of the things around us which can and will defile us. And the way to stay holy is to recognise the areas in your 
own world which can make you unholy. 
 
If you struggle to stay holy when you go out for the night with your friends, then stay away from pubs and night 
clubs. If you struggle to stay holy around other women, then don’t be around other women on your own. If you 
struggle to stay holy because of pornography, then sell your satellite box and don’t go on the internet on your own. If 
you struggle to stay holy because you eat too much, then try and start a new diet on the word of God. 
 
You see loved ones I don’t know what makes you unholy in your world. I can only recognise those things in my own 
world. But what we need to remember is that holiness is a commandment not an option. 1 Peter 1:16 says, “For it is 
written: "Be holy, because I am holy." We should be striving for holiness in our lives because our God is holy. We 
need to recognise those areas in our lives and separate ourselves from them. 
 
That was the very point which Paul warns us about in 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1 “What agreement is there between the 
temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk 
among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people." "Therefore come out from them and be separate, 
says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you." "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons 
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from 
everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.” You see because of God's 
love for us, and His working in us, we can truly be called the "children of God". 
 
Now let me say this before we finish. The Bible clearly teaches that there is no such thing as an unbaptized child of 
God. Faith alone doesn’t do it. To become a child of God and truly remain a child of God, you must be willing to 
cooperate with God. You must be willing to do what God has asked of us all. 
 
Galatians 3:26 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ.” Faith alone doesn’t count, faith that recognises the word of God as being the 
truly inspired word of God and faith that responds to the word of God is the faith of the Bible. When your faith joins 
with the working of God, at your baptism, it’s then that a person becomes His child.  
 
I remember a couple of years ago the illusionist Darren Brown live on TV had a real gun with real bullets and played 
Russian roulette with himself. Now obviously the clue as to how he played it and lived was in his job title, illusionist. 
But loved ones I can’t for the life of me understand why some people would play Russian roulette with their souls. 
People who rely on faith alone are playing roulette with their souls. People who have been christened as a child that 
think that, that is a biblical baptism are playing roulette with their souls. People who have been baptised without the 
need for repentance or for a host of other reasons other than for the forgiveness of their sins are playing roulette with 
their souls. People who have been baptised in a different manner from the example we find in scripture are playing 
Russian roulette with their souls. 
 
Are you playing roulette with your soul? If you’re not a Christian this morning or if you’re not sure about your 
previous baptism, then why play roulette with your soul. A person’s soul is too valuable, the plan is too simple, and 
the remedy too easy to access, for a person to “gamble,” hoping that a former “baptism” will be alright. 
 
Do you accept what I’ve said today? If you do, then you need to follow the example we find in Acts 2:41 “Those who 
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.” And when 
you’re baptised into Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, you too like others here will become a child of God 
Himself. After all, it’s the only way to become one. 


