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“No fear when He returns.” (11) 

 
It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore throat, five-year-old Johnny stayed home from church with his baby sitter.  
When the family returned home, they were carrying several palm branches.  The boy asked what they were for. His 
older brother explained to him that, “People held them over Jesus' head, as he walked by." And so little Johnny 
angrily said, "Wouldn't you know it, the one Sunday I don't go, He showed up!" 
 
And I guess the point is that there is a time coming when Christ will turn up again for the final time. Now when you 
read your New Testament you cannot escape the fact that Jesus Himself and the other New Testament authors didn’t 
hide the fact that Jesus will return. In fact about 1 of every 25 verses in the New Testament deals either directly or 
indirectly with Christ’s return. 
 
Jesus himself said it John 14:1+2 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.” The 
angels declared His final coming in Acts 1:11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him 
go into heaven." The apostle Paul tells us the same thing in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6. Peter declared that very fact in 2 
Peter 3:1-14. 
 
Now I know we’ve already dealt with this subject in depth last year but I think it’s good for us to remind ourselves of 
this very fact. Christ will return. But I guess the question is when will He return? Well for centuries many religious 
groups have been trying to estimate the time of His return. 
 
For example the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that Jesus did in fact return invisibly in 1914 and He has been present 
here on earth ever since. But they say that those who witnessed Christ’s invisible return in 1914 will not pass away 
before Armageddon comes. Now the obvious question would be, how did they see and witness Christ’s coming in 
1914, if it was an invisible coming? Do you remember the year 1999? Many religious groups suggested that on 
January 1st 2000 the world would come to an end. People were killing themselves and people were sleeping on high 
mountains so that they could be first to witness Christ’s return. 
 
But when you think about, all these people needed to do to find out when Christ is going to return is read their Bibles. 
Jesus Himself tells us the answer, He says in Matthew 24:35+36 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will never pass away.” No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father.” Jesus says nobody knows when He will return except the Father, but again He says in Matthew 25:13 
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 
 
You see not only has many religious groups given a date for His return they have also speculated about what He’s 
going to do when He returns. But again we don’t need to speculate Jesus Himself tells us quite clearly what He’s 
going to do. He says in John 5:28+29 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves 
will hear his voice and come out--those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise 
to be condemned.” Jesus said that the dead are going to be raised. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:51-55 that the living 
are going to be changed in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye. Jesus says Himself in Matthew 25:31-46 that the world 
is going to be judged. 
 
Now the Bible tells us not to focus too much of our time trying to figure out when Jesus is going to come back. The 
Bible tells us not to focus too much of our time trying to figure out what’s going to happen. The real question we 
should be asking ourselves is, how will He find me when He comes? That’s the important question, how will He find 
you when He arrives? 
 
Now that’s what we’re going to look at this morning, were going to look at 3 conditions in which Jesus will find 
people when He returns. John says in 1 John 2:28 “And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears 
we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.” 
 
John says here is condition number 1, when Christ returns; He is going to find some people who are ashamed. Some 
people will be ashamed because they denied the Lord Himself. 1 John 4:3-5 “Every spirit that does not acknowledge 
Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in 
the world.” 
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Now we’ve already dealt with the subject of the antichrist and we saw that John told us quite clearly that 
anyone present or past who denies that Jesus Christ is indeed Lord has the spirit of the antichrist. But John says that 
many people deny the Lord in many different ways. Some will deny Jesus by word, just like Peter did in Matthew 
26:69-75. 3 times Peter denied having known or even having anything to do with Jesus with his lips. 
 
And that’s a problem that some people face daily. Maybe you’re at work and your friends start to slander Jesus and 
His Name, and so rather than standing up for your Lord, you just keep quiet because you don’t want your friends to 
know that you’re a real Christian with a real commitment to Christ. Maybe you’ve come in contact with new friends 
in your life who aren’t Christians and rather than telling them that you are a Christian you just keep it quiet. Some 
people deny Jesus by the way they live their lives. 
 
How many people have you seen on your television screens who claim to be a Christian? Some of these reality TV 
shows reveal a lot of these people. They claim to know God, they claim to be Christians, but two minutes later their 
having sex with a complete stranger and they are getting drunk and using obscene language. Titus 1:16 “They claim 
to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.” 
 
Some people deny Jesus by denying His words. Mark 8:38 “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with 
the holy angels." You see loved ones denying the Christ can come in many different forms. 
 
Some other people will be ashamed when Christ returns because they rebelled at the commands of the gospel. You 
see it’s not enough just to claim that you know God, you need to obey God too. Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 1:8+9 
“He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished 
with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power.” 
 
If you don’t obey the gospel then Paul says that you’re going to be punished. And your punishment is going to be 
everlasting destruction and shout out from the presence of the Lord. And then Jesus will find those who will feel 
shame more than anyone else. Those who trample underfoot the Son of God.  
 
Hebrews 10:26-31 “If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice 
for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 
Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much 
more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has 
treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? For 
we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people." It is a 
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 
 
There have been many Christians who have fallen by the way side and stopped trying to live for Jesus. Peter tells us 
that there have been Christians who have turned to the sinfulness of the world. 2 Peter 2:20-22 “If they have escaped 
the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and 
overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. It would have been better for them not to 
have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that 
was passed on to them. Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A sow that is washed goes 
back to her wallowing in the mud." 
 
Paul says in 1 Timothy 4:1-6 that many have fallen away because they listened to seductive teachings. “The Spirit 
clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 
Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. They forbid 
people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by 
those who believe and who know the truth. For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 
received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. If you point these things out to 
the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and of the good teaching 
that you have followed.” All these people will feel shame more than any other person because they had the truth, they 
once lived by the truth but ultimately they turned their backs on the truth. 
 
John tells us about the 2nd condition which Jesus will find people in when He returns. And that is people who are 
confident. 1 John 2:28 “And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and 
unashamed before him at his coming.” 
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I heard a story about a young girl who was studying for her final exams and her friend nervously paced the 
floor, murmuring, "I think I'm going to fail, I think I'm going to fail." And so trying to cheer her up, she told her to 
think positively. And so she started saying, "I will fail, I will fail."  Now that’s confidence for all the wrong reasons. 
 
You see if you’re a Christian this morning then you have the confidence of knowing that God means what He says. 2 
Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” A Christian can have confidence in the fact that God 
will reward the faithful with everlasting life. 
 
Paul being a faithful follower of Christ was all too aware of this fact. He says in 2 Timothy 4:7+8 “I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing.” 
 
Are you longing for Christ’s return? I remember when Roxanne went to Australia for a month, the first couple of 
weeks weren’t too bad but the last two weeks was really difficult for Josh and me. We just couldn’t wait until they 
returned home and as the days went by the date of their return was getting closer and closer. And the anticipation was 
building up. Good food, warmth and affection and many other things. 
 
Is that how you look forward for Christ’s return? Are you longing for His return? Because you see loved ones when 
Jesus returns there will be no middle ground. Its either eternal punishment or eternal life. Matthew 25:46 “Then they 
will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
 
You see people who are confident will do what the Lord commands. 1 John 2:3-5 “We know that we have come to 
know him if we obey his commands. The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we 
know we are in him.” 
 
People who are confident will believe in God, they will confess Jesus as Lord, they will repent of their ways and they 
will be baptised for the forgiveness of their sins. People who are confident are always going to be busy working for 
the Lord. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:58 “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.” 
 
You see loved ones confident people are born again of genuine love for the Lord. 1 John 4:17 “In this way, love is 
made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like 
him.” 
 
This love causes people to want to obey God and to delight in that obedience. 1 John 5:3 “This is love for God: to 
obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome.” Confidence means obeying God fully and confidence 
means that God really does love us because we understand that God is love. 
 
Are you going to be afraid on judgment day? If you’re not a Christian you should be, if you’re not living the Christian 
way or turned to another gospel then you should be. But if you’re a Christian then fear shouldn’t even be in your 
vocabulary concerning the judgment according to 1 John 4:18 “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 
 
It’s all about confidence, confidence in God, confidence in His promises and confidence His Son’s blood. Because 
you see loved ones that’s the final condition that Christ will find people in when He returns. He will find faithful 
people. 1 John 2:28 “And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and 
unashamed before him at his coming.” 
 
You see before you can continue in Him, you must first get in Him. Because it’s only the in Christ people that are 
truly the children of God, according to Galatians 3:26. Because it’s only the in Christ people that are truly a new 
creation, according to 2 Corinthians 5:17. It’s only the in Christ people that are truly redeemed and forgiven of sins, 
according to Ephesians 1:7. 
 
And how does a person get in Christ? Galatians 3:26+27 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for 
all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” 
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A person gets in Christ or into Christ by being baptised into Christ. Coming to church regularly doesn’t make 
someone a Christian. A great knowledge of the scriptures doesn’t make someone a Christian. Being sprinkled when 
you were a child doesn’t make you a Christian. 
 
Listen if our dog was to die and we took him out the back garden, dug a hole in the ground and then just threw a 
handful of dirt over him, would that be a proper burial? Of course not, a proper burial would be to place him in the 
hole and totally cover him with soil. When someone is Christened as a child, all that’s happening is the child is 
getting their head wet. For someone to become a Christian they to need to be buried. 
 
I think Paul explains it better than I do in Romans 6:3+4 when he says, “Don't you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life.” 
 
Jesus will find faithful Christians who don’t trust in their own merit but trust in the blood of the One who is returning. 
1 John 1:7-2:1+2 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If 
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. My dear children, I 
write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our 
defence--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of the whole world.” 
 
Because when He does return, He’s not coming to give the world another chance. He’s not coming to say, “Hi, here I 
am, now do you believe in me?” He’s not coming to bear the sin of the world again; He’s coming to bring salvation 
to those who are faithfully waiting for Him with confidence.  
 
But the point is He is coming again. Hebrews 9:28 “So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many 
people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.” 
 
And when He does those same Christians shall be made just like Him. 1 John 3:1-3 “How great is the love the Father 
has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who 
has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.” 
 
Paul says the exact same thing over in Philippians 3:20+21 “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 
Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, 
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” 
 
How will Jesus find you when He returns? As a faithful, obedient, confident servant? Or someone who is drifting 
further and further way from Him and His commandments? When I was a member of the congregation up in 
Glenrothes, Alex Strachan used to say these words to me, “Keep on keeping on.” 
 
And I used to wonder what those words meant and then after being a Christian for a while I began to understand. You 
see people will come along and try to lead you astray from God’s word. People will come along and try to seduce you 
with a different gospel. People will try to push your faith and rattle the very foundations of your faith to the limit. 
You will go through many trials and temptations in your life. You will have times when you think it would be better 
just to give up.  
 
But loved ones it’s all about His return. It’s all about seeing Jesus face to face and going to live with Him forever. All 
the turmoil which we go through, all the pain that life throws our ways will all be worth it in the end. 
 
A woman named Eliza E Hewitt was born on June 28th 1851 in Philadelphia and died on April 24th 1920 in the same 
city at the tender age of 69. After graduation from school, Eliza began teaching. However, her career was cut short by 
a serious spinal problem. She partially recovered, but was an invalid most of her life so she spent the rest of her life 
writing hymns. One of them is a hymn that we sing quiet frequently. 
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“Sing the wondrous love of Jesus,  
Sing His mercy and His grace, 
In the mansions bright and blessed, 
He’ll prepare for us a place.” 
 
“When we all get to heaven, 
What a day of rejoicing that will be, 
When we all see Jesus, 
We’ll sing and shout the victory.” 
 
“Let us then be true and faithful, 
Trusting, serving every day, 
Just one glimpse of Him in glory, 
Will the toils of life repay.” 
 
Are you looking forward to Christ’s return as Eliza did? Only you can answer that question. If you’re a confident, 
faithful, obedient Christian, you have nothing to fear because as John says, “There is no fear in love. But perfect love 
drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.” 


