“The end of the world” (10)

The last time we were together, Peter encouraged ue bettroubled by those who make fun at us because we’re
waiting on Jesus’ return. He reminded ug iReter 3:4+%hat we're to expect people who will mock us2IReter 3:5-
7 Peter reminded us that God’s word is sure and consisteéhPeter 3:the reminded us that God is not affected by
time. And finally in2 Peter 3:%he reminded us that God is not slow in keeping His probuses patient with
everyone, in order that others will come to Him in réproe. Today Peter is going to describe what will agtuall
happen when our Lord Jesus finally does come back.

Three friends die in a car accident and they end upawndme Before they enter they were all asked this questi
"When you are in your coffin and friends and family auming upon you, what would you like to hear them say
about youXhe first guy says; would like to hear them say that | was a great doatony time, and a great family
man."The second guy say$,would like to hear that | was a wonderful husband atbsl teacher who made a hug
difference in the lives of childrenThe last guy replies) would like to hear them say, look, he's moving”.

| guess a lot of people have their own ideas about thkgtwould like to happen after they die. But loved obefre
some people die there is a going to be a great event Wascto take place first. An event which Peter chésday of
the Lord.

Now, there are some who believe ttiat coming of Chrisandthe day of the Lorc@re actually two separate events.
They believe that theoming of Chrisis asecret comingn which He willraptureHis saints. And they believe théie
day of the Lords the final Day of Judgment which occurs much latet.iBthese people who believe this would
actually take the time to read the text, they would sbscover that both Peter and Paul use these expressions
interchangeably.

For example Paul writes ih Thessalonians 4:13-18 “Now we do not want you to be uninforbnethers and sisters,
about those who are asleep, so that you will not gtikgeghe rest who have no hogeor if we believe that Jesus die
and rose again, so also we believe that God will bwitig him those who have fallen asleep as Christiaaswe tell
you this by the word of the Lord, that we who are alivep ate leftuntil the coming of the Lordwill surely not go
ahead of those who have fallen asldeg.the Lord himself will come down from heaven withreut of command,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpg&ad, and the dead in Christ will rise fir§taen we who are
alive, who are left, will be suddenly caught up togetheh thiem in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Andiso
will always be with the LordTherefore encourage one another with these wo8tshere Paul is describinige
coming of the Lordand its implications for the righteous.

But then inl Thessalonians 5:14 writes,'Now on the topic of times and seasons, brothers sters, you have no
need for anything to be written to ydeor you know quite well thahe day of the Loravill come in the same way as
a thief in the nightNow when they are saying, “There is peace and seculttitgri sudden destruction comes on the
like labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they will gurel escapeBut you, brothers and sisters, are not in the
darkness for the day to overtake you like a thief wolH#re the apostle Paul calldlite day of the Lor@s he is
discussing the timings of these events. And the pointriymg to make is that the coming of the Lord and the &fay
the Lord is one in the same thing.

Now remember what Luke recordsAnts 1:9-11 “After he had said this, while they were watchiregwas lifted up

and a cloud hid him from their siglis they were still staring into the sky while he wasgpsuddenly two men in
white clothing stood near theamd said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand here lookingitpthe sky? This same
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven wik d@ck in the same way you saw him go into heaven.”

Luke simply tells us that Jesus will return in the sarag they saw Him go up into heave&So what does Peter have
to say concerning Jesus’ retuthPeter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come like athn the night."We all know

how most thieves work, they usually wait until late ghihito break into someone house. And sometimes tleegoar

good at it, you could be lying in your bed fast asleep and bgrigeyou wake up in the morning, you discover that
most of your belongings have gone. And loved ones noboely tgobed expecting to be burgled.

And Peter says for a lot of people, Jesus’ return isggtmirhappen in the same way. People are just not expetcting
He says it’'s going to be unexpected, in fact Paul tellhe same thing over inThessalonians 5:1-3 “Now on the
topic of times and seasons, brothers and sisters, y@unoaneed for anything to be written to yéor you know
quite well that the day of the Lord will come in ttear® way as a thief in the night. Now when they arengayThere
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is peace and security,” then sudden destruction comegonm like labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they w
surely not escape”.

It's amazing the amount of so called prophecies | lrean the religious world, trying to predict the exact date
Jesus’ return. Let me share with you three people \&kie tried to predict the date of Jesus’ retur@aftistpreacher
by the name ofVilliam Miller predicted that the second coming of Christ would occureéiarch 21, 1844When
this date passed a new date was prediétpd| 18, 1844.Again the date passed and another guy ne®aeaduel S.
Snowcame up with the date Gfctober 22, 1844

The Assemblies of God Churwirote in their weekly evangel publication that Jesuslavoeturn during/NVorld War 2

The Jehovah's WitnessfaunderCharles Taze Russgthe first president of the Watch Tower Societycekted1874
as the year of Christ's Second Coming, and taught thi&t @rasinvisibly presentand ruling from the heavens since
that year Russellproclaimed Christ'swisible return in1874 the resurrection of the saintslia75 and predicted the
end of thé'harvest"and theRaptureof the saints to heaven f@878 and the final end othe day of wrath'in 1914.
The Jehovah'’s Witnesses have gone on since then,ditpiesus return ih975and2012

But loved ones the first thing Peter tells us about thel’s return is that it will be unexpected, without wagiiPaul
says as Christians we don’t need to know the date aedatitdis return, but as Christians we should be réadilis

return. Paul continues inThessalonians 5:4-d#nd say$But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the darknegsiéo
day to overtake you like a thief would. For you all are swrike light and sons of the day. We are not ofigét nor
of the darkness. So then we must not sleep as théueshust stay alert and sober”.

Paul says the day of the Lord should not overtake youwaltkeef would. In other words we should be ready for His
return not because we know the day or hour of Hisimpnmot because of any so called revelation that pitpoie
time of His coming. But we should be ready for His metoecause as Christians we’re told to stay alert.

Listen to what Jesus said to a church that didn’'t sy, a church that fell asledpevelation 3:1-3 “To the angel of

the church in Sardis write the following: “This is th@lemn pronouncement of the one who holds the sevets sgiri

God and the seven stars: ‘| know your deeds, that you haamugation that you are alive, but in reality you areddes
Wake up then, and strengthen what remains that was &bdiet because | have not found your deeds complete ir
sight of my GodTherefore, remember what you received and heard, andtobed repent. If you do not wake up, |
will come like a thief, and you will never know at whatuin I will come against you.”

Christian, we always need to remember that Jesus imgdrack one day and until then we need to remain faithful
His word and repent when necessary. Because if we, dberit the Lord will indeed come upon us as a thief in the
night.

Thesecond thingvhich Peter tells us concerning the Lord’s return isithaill be catastrophicListen to how Peter
describes this great day which is to come. He says$Hiater 3:10 “The heavens will disappear with a homifise,
and the celestial bodies will melt away in a blaze,thecearth and every deed done on it will be laid bate.5ays in
2 Peter 3:11 “Since all these things are to melt aw@lyisnrmanner.’/And he says ir2 Peter 3:12 “The heavens will b
burned up and dissolve, and the celestial bodies witl anedy in a blaze!”

Loved onesgdoes that sound likesalent returrnof JesusPeter is not talking about some fiery purification preass
the earth as some believe. He is talking about whrabnly be described as the total destruction of the winuieerse.
The sun, moon and the stars are going to melt becdiasgreat heat.

And that wordmelt, in verse 10s the Greek wordio which means to break up, destroy, or dissolvecases 11+12
translates it. Peter says all these things williseadved; the heavens will be dissolved from beingiren The word
melt in verse 12s the Greek wortekowhich means téquefy.

And so loved ones the universe is going to be totally destroyow look what Peter says will happen to the Earth.
Peter 3:10 “The earth and the works that are in it wilbbrned up.Peter has used words likggss away, melt, and
dissolve don't those words tell us that when Jesus returng/ghmeg in the entire universe is going to be totally wip
out including the Earth?
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| remember getting a knock on my door and it was two reigmeople who tried to convince me that God isn’t goi
to destroy the Earth because He plans to keep the Baitefgreat multitude to live on forever. And after disous
with them what the Bible actually teaches, it got s pbint where they were almost saying that it wouldobentuch
for God to create another earth, so | asked them th&igoelf God can create the universe including the Earth
everything in it in six days just by talking it into existenwhy would it be so hard for Him to do it again if $te
desired?

The point I'm trying to make is this, not only does nobkdgw when Jesus will return expect the Father HimBeif.
Peter says when it comes loved ones, you will kndwag come because the world as we know it will beeastent.
Now for some people this is frightening and so it shoujdbenot for the Christiar2 Peter 3:13 “But, according to
his promise, we are waiting for new heavens and a aetl,eén which righteousness truly resides”.

Peter says when everything in the universe has beely ¢atroyed; this will actually usher in a new ordee. $4ys
there will be a new heavens and a new earth in whighighteousness will live. This is what Old Testamairits
looked forward toHebrews 11:13-16 “These all died in faith without receivimg things promised, but they saw the
in the distance and welcomed them and acknowledged &hawkre strangers and foreigners on the ekadhthose
who speak in such a way make it clear that they atergea homelandn fact, if they had been thinking of the land
that they had left, they would have had opportunity tormeBut as it is, they aspire to a better land, thaa iseavenly
one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called @wa; for he has prepared a city for them.”

The new heavens and a new Earth is something which tlyeGdaistians looked forward tddebrews 13:14 “For her:
we have no lasting city, but we seek the city th&h isome.”Loved ones this new heavens and new Earth which P
is talking about is the ultimate destination for Claiss. And don’t take my word for it; take God’s word forHeter
says in2 Peter 3:13 “But, according to his promise, we are waibngéw heavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness truly resides”.

We look forward to this new heavens and new earth becd@ed's promise. Peter says no-one knows the date ¢
time of Jesus’ return but when it happens; it's going toatastrophic. Everything will be totally destroyed and the:
we will go to live eternally in the place which Godshaepared for His people. And he says you can sure gutig
to happen because God said it's going happen.

Now if we believe God and trust that, that great dayming, what do we do in the meantimé®ll Peter tells us i@
Peter 3:11+12 “Therefore since all these things will bérolgsd like this, what kind of people ought you to be iryhc
living and godlinesdpoking for and earnestly desiring the coming of the dagad.”

Peter says the very fact that we believe that JesuShhst is going to return should inspire us all to ligatrfor God.
Jesus’ return should encourage us to live holy lives aive $or godlinessDid you know that all the material things
in this room, all the material things in this country afidhe material things in this world will be destroyec: aay?
All our wealth, all our fame and all our physical relagbip are going to be dissolved when Jesus returns. The on
thing that has promise of the life to come is godliness.

1 Timothy 4:8 “For bodily exercise has some value, butigest has value in all things, having the promise ofitte
which is now, and of that which is to com&ét me ask yougan people see that you're a Christian because of the
you live in this world™Now we all know that a vast majority of people doeéad the Bible but what they do read is

your life. Is it holy? Can people see and hear Jesus in our spegtheaway we live?

Coming to worship is one thing loved ones but living a Hitdyis another. Reading your Bible and praying everyde
is one thing but believing what you're reading and living wiwat're praying is another thind.s D.L. Moodyonce
said,’A holy life will make the deepest impression. Lighthas®éow no horns, they just shine’.

Peter says Jesus’ return should encourage us to liveiviedy And he says we should be looking forward to and
earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God. Think aliteter says, it's impossible to look forward to the
ushering in of the new heavens and earth but at thetsam@ot look forward to Jesus’ return. And | know lots of
people who pray for the Lord to return but | also knowt tiaen these prayers are expressed publically some peo
get nervous.

In the film Gladiator, Russell Crowho plays the part of a Roman General after escapud ¢y the sword, travels
for miles to save his wife and children only to find by tineethe got there, they had already been brutally murdere
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And as the film goes on he becomes a Gladiator and ngakesfriend with a man from Africa. They get talking afoc
their loved ones and the African man comforts him Byngehim, ‘you shall see them again, but not yet.’

And | think some people are like that, they want Jesuvstton, but not yet. They want to go to heaven, but not ye
The Apostle Paul didn’t have any problem in wanting thedltorcome; he writes ifh Corinthians 16:22 “Let anyone
who has no love for the Lord be accursed. Our Lord, €oiflae apostle Peter Himself had no problem in asking tt
Lord to comeActs 3:19-20 “Therefore repent and turn back, so that yoarmsay be wiped out, that seasons of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, atdt& may send Jesus, who has been appointed for you
the Messiah”.

Loved ones when Jesus comes, it will be a day whichagpected by many. When Jesus comes, everyone will kr
because the entire universe and everything in it will meenastent. When Jesus comes, it will be a day which wil
usher in the new heavens and new Earth. It's a day ichwte all as Christians should very much be looking éodwv
to.

Or in the words oEliza E. Hewitf the great hymn writer, who wrote these words,
‘Let us then be true and faithful, Trusting, serving every da

Just one glimpse of Him in glory, Will the toils ofelirepay’.

When we all get to Heaven, What a day of rejoicing wiktoe!

When we all see Jesus, We’'ll sing and shout the victory?



