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“Problems in the church” (10) 

 
I heard a story about a preacher of a local church who decided to take drastic action on stewardship: he hired an 
electrician to wire the pews. The next Sunday he said, "Today is Stewardship Day. We will be making our pledges 
publicly, in church, this morning. Who will pledge £50 a week?" As he said this, he motioned to the electrician to 
pull the switch, and about half the congregation jumped to their feet. The church treasurer quickly began recording 
names.  
 
As the preacher called for those willing to give £75 per week, he once again motioned to the electrician, and the 
switch was pulled. This time, however, the voltage was increased, and as the pound amounts increased, so did the 
voltage. Needless to say, it was a tremendously successful Stewardship campaign. As they were totalling pledges 
after the service, an elder came to tell the preacher that there might be a problem--four members were so stubborn 
about their pledges that they remained in their seats the whole time, and were now seared to the pew. 
 
We all know how difficult it is to raise funds for a purpose, but we must always find a way around those difficulties 
especially when someone is in desperate need. We are living in a society where many people get overlooked both 
young and old. My family has been fostering children for almost a year now and we have had children in our care 
who have been terribly neglected. Some are neglected physically and some emotionally. 
 
We’ve looked after children who have come with no clothes and they don’t look they like have been bathed in 
months. We’ve had children who didn’t know what a cooked meal looks like because they have lived on 
MacDonald’s most of their lives. Some have never been hugged and heard the words “I love you”. But my point is 
that neglect is a universal problem and in our sermon today we are going learn about some widows who were being 
neglected. 
 
Acts 6:1 “In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained 
against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food”. Now if you 
remember from last time, Luke told Theophilus that various people sold some of their possessions and laid the money 
at the feet of the apostles. And then he further reported that the money was distributed among the brethren according 
to need.  
 
And so what Luke is doing next here in Acts 6 is reporting some complaints from a group of Jewish Christians called 
Hellenists. Now these guys are likely to be converts from among the Jews who had been scattered throughout the 
world and now spoke Greek and followed the customs of those using the same language. And they felt that their 
widows were not being cared for as well as the widows of the Hebrews, or those who spoke Aramaic, in the daily 
distribution, or serving of tables.  
 
Now we don’t know how the charge against them came about but that isn’t really that important. What was important 
was the more serious issue of unity in the young church. And loved ones, this is where a lot of churches make a mess 
of it. 
 
Some Christians are a bit like the little boy whose mother put some turnip on her son's dinner plate, which was one of 
his least favourite vegetables, but she told him to eat everything. And so He cleaned his plate, except for the turnip. 
She pointed out to him that if he had eaten the turnip first; he would have not been left with its taste in his mouth at 
the end of the meal. The young boy said, "I suppose I was trying to delay the inedible." 
 
Whenever a problem or an issue arises, some people tend to ignore the problem or sweep it under the carpet and hope 
it goes away because they don’t want to face the inedible so to speak. That’s not going to help the problem and it’s 
certainly not going to help the unity of the church. What we need to do is address those problems immediately and 
come up with a solution just like the apostles did. 
 
Acts 6:2-4 “So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the 
ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known 
to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer 
and the ministry of the word."  
 
Now when the apostles said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait 
on tables.” They weren’t suggesting for one minute that serving tables was beneath them. 
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That’s not what they are saying, they are saying that we have the Lord’s work to do; they have some preaching and 
teaching to be getting on with because that’s why they were called to be apostles. So how were they going to solve 
this widow neglect problem? 
 
They directed the members of the congregation to look among their own number to find seven men qualified to carry 
out this important task. Now did they get someone else in from a nearby congregation to deal with their problems? 
No! Did they choose the most popular people within their own numbers to deal with the problems? No! The church 
chose men from among themselves, men that they already knew. Men who knew what it meant to serve. 
 
You know in most countries today, people have choice about who they want to lead their country and they can vote 
for the person who they believe will make the most of their position in authority and make a difference in the lives of 
the people who live in that country. Tony Blair for example was voted in by the British people because the British 
people thought that he can make a difference and steer Britain into a better future. 
 
But loved ones if you want someone to lead you, you atleast want to know that they have some sort of qualifications 
and experience to be able to do just that. And when the apostles said to the church here in Acts 6, that the men you 
chose from amongst yourselves need to meet a certain criteria. 
 
Luke tells us that these men had to be full of the Holy Spirit, which means their lives should be displaying fully the 
fruit of the Spirit. Now what are these fruit of the Spirit? Galatians 5:22-26 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other”. The 
apostles were looking for seven men who displayed this fruit in their every day lives. 
 
Now these men also needed to be full of wisdom. A man named Elbert Hubbard once said, “Every man is a fool for at 
least five minutes every day; wisdom consists of not exceeding the limit.” Now wisdom is just not knowing right 
from wrong but also doing what is right. There is no wisdom in just knowing right from wrong if you continuously 
choose the wrong direction. Wisdom is knowing and doing the right thing. 
 
Now these men needed to know how best to deal with the distribution of food to the widows in question. In other 
words they needed skills in the management of affairs. And so the apostles planned to appoint the seven selected to 
attend to this important matter so that they could continue to focus on prayer and ministering to others with the 
word of God.  
 
And as we are about to read following on in Acts 6:5-7 they chose well and everyone was pleased. “This proposal 
pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 
increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith”.  
 
And so with the requirements of men full of the Spirit and wisdom, the whole multitude of believers set about the 
task of selecting men so qualified. They chose Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, 
who, Luke tells us, was a proselyte from Antioch. The seven were then brought before the apostles, who laid their 
hands on them. 
 
But I want you to notice an important event which took place before the apostles laid their hands on them. The text 
says, ‘they prayed first’. The apostles laid their hands on them after going to God in prayer.  You see some people 
try to deal with the problem first and then pray to God about the problem. We all need to get into the habit of 
praying first to God and asking for His guidance and approval before we move on. It is an essential practice for all 
Christians to approach God about any matter they are about to undertake, especially when church problems are 
involved. But they prayed first and then they made their decision. 
 
I don’t know if you have already noticed a pattern in my sermon today, but I have been emphasizing a lot about 
who is doing what. I will say it again; the apostles laid their hands on the seven men chosen. Now the laying on of 
hands is an interesting study in the Bible. It was done for one of two reasons. Now the apostle Paul wrote a letter to 
a young man named Timothy, and Paul says to Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:14, the King James Version says, “Neglect 
not the gift that is in thee by prophecy, with  the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.” 
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Now that word ‘presbytery’ is another word for elders. But notice the word Paul uses here. He uses the word, “with.”  
But he uses the word “with”  in the sense of signifying attending circumstances or accompanied. In other words Paul 
is telling us that he; an apostle imparted the miraculous gift to Timothy. But at the same time, the eldership laid their 
hands on Timothy “with”  Paul to indicate their simultaneous support and accompanying commendation. And that’s 
what’s going on here in Acts 6. The apostles were showing their support and approval for the seven. But at the 
same time they were passing on miraculous gifts.  
 
Let me give you one quick example of that happening, take Philip who is mentioned there in Acts 6 as being one of 
the seven. In Acts 8 after Saul had been persecuting the church, the church was scattered everywhere. And Philip 
ended up in a city in Samaria; he was preaching the gospel and performing many miracles. There was a man named 
Simon there who was a sorcerer and he was so impressed with Philip’s gifts that he wanted that gift too. 
 
We pick up the story in Acts 8:14-21 “When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. When Simon 
saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money and said, "Give me also 
this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." Peter answered: "May your 
money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in 
this ministry, because your heart is not right before God.” 
 
So Simon in his infinite wisdom wanted this gift so much that he was even willing to pay money for it. Now the text 
clearly tells us that the apostles Peter and John laid their hands on them. The text clearly tells us that Simon saw how 
the gift was given through the apostles laying on of their hands. And so Simon says in verse 19."Give me also this 
ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 
 
Now there’s no arguing with scripture here about how the Christians in Samaria received the miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. Now you might say, wait a minute, how did Philip get this gift? Because the text says that Philip had the 
ability to perform miraculous signs. In Acts 8:6 it says, “When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous 
signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said.” And further down in verse 13 it says, “Simon himself 
believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he 
saw.”  
 
Well how did he receive this gift? His gift was given to him by, guess who? The apostles! He got the gift through the 
laying on of the apostle’s hands. And we saw that happening in our text in Acts 6. Now the reason I mentioned this is 
because nowhere in the Bible does it say that anyone else had the capability to pass on these gifts. You know if I have 
a cold, I can pass it on to you and you can pass it on to your neighbour. The miraculous gifts in the New Testament 
didn’t work like that. 
 
Now it’s common sense then to come to the only conclusion that there is left. When the apostles died, there was no 
one else to pass on these gifts. And when those who possessed these gifts through the laying on of the apostles hands 
died, all the miraculous capabilities of the first century church died with them. And so those who practice the laying 
on of hands today and those who claim tongue speaking and prophecy and supernatural knowledge have a got a big 
problem on their hands. 
 
These gifts were never designed to last forever; they were designed to help a baby church grow into a mature 
church through the word of God. 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 “Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we 
see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 
 
Now getting back to our text in Acts 6, do you see the difference when you handle a problem in the right manner? 
When you go about handling a problem behind close doors with secret meetings or you chose to ignore them, all 
that is going to cause is more division within the church. Acts 6:5-7 shows us that because the problem was 
handled with wisdom and Spirit guided the result was further growth in the church through the spreading of the 
word of God.  
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In fact, the number of Christ's followers was multiplied. Luke told Theophilus that even a large number of priests 
obeyed the faith. When we finally learn to deal with church problems using God’s wisdom instead of our own 
wisdom, God will bless our efforts and add to His number. 
 
Now if we know anything about being a Christian, we should know that people will oppose our efforts and our 
beliefs. Well take courage my friends; because Luke goes on to tell us about another man who faced just that, 
opposition. 
 
Acts 6:8-10 “Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, did great wonders and miraculous signs among the 
people. Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)-Jews of 
Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These men began to argue with Stephen, but they 
could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke”.  
 
Now I want you to remember what I said a moment ago. The miracles that Stephen performed could not be 
accomplished without the laying on of the apostles' hands. Now the miracles that Stephen performed done exactly 
what they were designed to do. They attracted the attention of people, in this case it was the attention of the 
synagogue which was comprised of people from among the Freedmen, or freed slaves.  
 
Now people came from various cities outside of Palestine to attend the synagogue. And since Cilicia, where Tarsus 
is located, is specifically mentioned, it may be that Paul attended this synagogue. Anyway some of those who were 
in attendance confronted Stephen and began to debate with him concerning his teaching. But loved ones when God 
is your guide and His word is your wisdom people can’t argue against such wisdom. 
 
They argue with Stephen and his arguments but couldn’t win because his wisdom came from God himself, as Luke 
tells us in verse 10. And there’s a lesson right there for the church today isn’t there? Don’t waist your time trying to 
argue with people using the world’s wisdom. Proverbs 17:24 “A discerning man keeps wisdom in view, but a fool's 
eyes wander to the ends of the earth.”  
 
Where are we looking for wisdom? The world or God and His word. All you have to do is ask, and God will give you 
as much wisdom as you need. James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to him”. 
 
Now let me tell what happens when you share God’s wisdom with people. Some people will listen and accept what 
you say as being wise. Others will listen and not accept what you say as being wise. And others will listen and twist 
what you say to suit their own personal agendas. And that’s exactly what happened to Stephen. 
 
Acts 6:11-14 “Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, "We have heard Stephen speak words of blasphemy 
against Moses and against God." So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They seized 
Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. They produced false witnesses, who testified, "This fellow never 
stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will 
destroy this place and change the customs Moses handed down to us."  
 
Basically Luke tells us that certain men in the Synagogue bribed other men to accuse Stephen of blasphemy. On 
this occasion it was accusing him of speaking against God's words as delivered by Moses. Isn’t it amazing how 
some people never seem to change? All the way through Jesus’ earthly ministry the so called leaders were looking 
for ways to trap Jesus and persecute Him because He spoke the truth. We saw Peter and John thrown into jail and 
persecuted by the so called religious leaders in Acts 4 because they spoke the truth. And here in Acts 6 we see 
Stephen being persecuted because he spoke the truth. You see loved ones, to understand why they were upset; we 
need to put ourselves in the mindset of the religious leaders. 
 
Now I know here in Birmingham many people have lost their jobs, especially in the car manufacturing business and 
that loss affected their whole lives. Now I can only imagine how dificult that must be especially if you have been in 
the same place for thirty or forty years, that job is all you know, it’s your life and your livlihood. You depend on that 
job to keep a roof over your head and to feed your family. 
 
Well can you imagine how those people must feel when someone comes along and says it’s closing down. You see 
loved the ones, one of the reasons they were so upset with Stephen even to the extent of bribing false witnesses was 
because Stephen told them just that. 
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Stephen told them that God, through the resurrected Christ, whom they had crucified not so long ago, has now 
provided a new sacrificial system. Hebrews 7:27 “Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices 
day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when 
he offered himself.” 
 
So what Stephen meant when he said that Jesus "will destroy" the temple, is that, just as Jesus took away the basis of 
the old system on the cross, so now He will go on to dismantle its practices until it is no more. In other words, 
Stephen told them that temple is done for. Jesus has destroyed it and will destroy it until it is clear to all that He alone 
is the One and Only sacrifice for sins, the One and Only high priest to God, and the One and Only habitation of the 
fullness of the glory of God. 
 
Stephen told them the time was coming when they are going to lose their jobs, and their livelihoods because the 
temple would soon be destroyed which we know happened in AD 70. But the truth of the matter is, if these leaders 
had read and understood the prophets, especially Jeremiah, they should have been welcoming the end of Jewish 
sacrificial system because God told them it was coming. 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 "The time is coming," declares the Lord, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by 
the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them," declares the 
Lord. "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the Lord. "I will put my law 
in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach 
his neighbour, or a man his brother, saying, `Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest," declares the Lord. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."  
 
Jesus was so right about these people when He said in Matthew 13:14+15 "`You will be ever hearing but never 
understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For this people's heart has become calloused; they 
hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with 
their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.'” 
 
Loved ones, do hear what I’m saying but don’t understand? Then please just ask me after our final hymn and I will 
be happy to explain. Do you see what the Bible says about Jesus and what He done, but you can’t perceive it? Then 
again please just ask someone today. Because I don’t want anyone here to leave today without understanding what 
Stephen’s words meant to those leaders and what it means for us today. 
 
There was a school bus on its way home one night but the bus driver realised that the brakes didn't work; he didn't 
know what to do because the bus was full of children. So he realised that the situation was going to be fatal, he 
knew that he was going to die and probably kill all of the children when the bus finally crashes. As he was driving 
he noticed a farmer's field up ahead but there was a young boy at the gate, sadly the driver had no choice, he drove 
into the young boy but managed to save himself and the rest of the children.  
 
When the parents of the children were looking for the bus driver to thank him for saving their children they found 
him at the front of the bus with his arms around the young boy he called killed. When one of the parents asked, 
"Who was the young boy?" Someone in the crowd replied, "His Son". 
 
God sacrificed His one and only Son, Jesus Christ, Himself on Calvary’s cross and shed His blood once for all to 
pay for our sins. Because His sacrifice and His blood could do something that no other blood or no temple 
sacrificial system could ever do. Cleanse our hearts and minds of sinfulness. 
 
Hebrews 9:13-14 “The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially 
unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, 
so that we may serve the living God!” 
 
Loved ones may we be full of the Spirit when we talk to others about the Scriptures. And may we be full of wisdom 
as we do as the Scriptures teach, especially when it comes to handling church problems. 


