
 1
“Written that you may know!” (1) 

 
We’re beginning a new sermon series today based upon 1 John. And if you want to turn your Bibles to that letter that 
would be great start. The reason I chose this letter of John’s is because there are many of us who need to hear a 
message of faith, hope, joy, love and peace. All of which are found in this letter. 
 
1 John 1:1-3 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have 
seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We 
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” 
 
Now 1 John begins by stating quite clearly that “Jesus Christ is the living, saving Son of God” and the book ends with 
confidence based in this fact. 1 John 5:13 “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so 
that you may know that you have eternal life.” 
 
We all get letters through our door from time to time telling us that our gas bill is now due or your phone is about to be 
cut off because you forgot to pay the phone bill. Sometimes we get receive letters from people telling us that we have 
won £5000 and it’s all yours if you will just call this number in Switzerland which costs around £1.50 per minute. We 
sometimes get letters from people telling us how they miss us and how much of an encouragement you are to those 
around you. But for us to know why someone has written us, we first need to read the letter through. 
 
And the letter of 1 John is no different; John tells us why he wrote this letter. 9 times the idea of “I write”  or “I have 
written” appears in John’s 1st letter. And so when we work our way through this fairly short letter of John’s we will be 
left with absolutely no doubt whatsoever as to the reason why he wrote it. 
 
Now were not going to look at all 9 reasons, were just going to look at the main 5 reasons as to why he wrote it, 3 of 
which were going to look at this morning and 2 the next time were together. 1. John wrote this letter to give God’s 
saints a basis for joy. 1 John 1:4 “We write this to make our joy complete.” 
 
Now I don’t know about you, but happiness seems to be something like gold dust in the world we live in today. Have 
you ever noticed that the middle word in “Life”  is “If” ? People are searching all over the world for it and they say 
things like, “if I can only own my own house then I will be happy.” “If I can only get a decent boy friend or girlfriend 
then I will be happy.” “If I can save up just a few more pounds then I will be happy.” “If I cant just only lose a few 
pounds off my weight then I will be happy.” 
 
Now don’t get me wrong there is nothing wrong in seeking happiness, after all Peter tells us in 1 Peter 3:10, “For, 
"Whoever would love life and see good days” But Peter also tells us that if you want happiness you “must keep your 
tongue from evil and your lips from deceitful speech.” And that’s a real problem for some people, but let me tell you 
straight from the start that real happiness is the greatest joy of all. 
 
It’s a joy that’s not going to break down after driving 3000 miles. It’s a joy that’s not going to crumble to the ground 
after an earthquake. It’s not a joy that’s going to get up and leave you after 20 years of marriage. The greatest 
happiness a person can know comes from belief in their God and obedience to their God’s word. Ecclesiastes 12:13 
“Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” 
 
Man’s love for each other and his God is demonstrated in obedience to God’s commands. 1 John 5:1-3 “Everyone who 
believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. This is how 
we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. This is love for God: to 
obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome.” 2 times in 3 verses John says, if you love your God then 
show it by keeping His commands. 
 
You see loved ones when it comes to peace and happiness they are both based on security. I remember watching a 
documentary about aliens and alien abduction and especially in America there have been numerous sightings of these 
strange crafts flying over people’s houses, sometimes stopping to give someone a lift to Mars or Jupiter for a day trip. 
Another documentary I watched was about people who have had visions of God and Jesus who came to them in the 
night and told them that their great grandmother is asking for them and they look forward to seeing them when they get 
to heaven. 
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And people have been speculating about aliens and God for years. But listen loved ones; we don’t need to speculate 
about God, because we can know. Because God has revealed His will to mankind in His word, the Bible. 2 Peter 
1:20+21 “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own 
interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Timothy 3:16 says that, “All Scripture is God-breathed.” We can know about God simply 
because He has revealed Himself to us in His word.  
 
Now when you’re reading any chapter of scripture and you’re not sure of the point the writer is trying to make, just 
look for a word which is used a lot and you will discover the point. If you read through John’s 1st letter, and use a word 
search, you will find that John uses the word “Know” 40 times throughout this small letter. 40 times! We don’t need to 
rely on peoples so called visions and experiences. 
 
We don’t need to rely on people’s testimonies to know about God. John is telling us that we can “Know”  certain things 
about God and about His will; we don’t need to speculate or wonder. You can be sure that if you’re a Christian this 
morning and you’re being faithful your sins have been forgiven. You can be sure they’ve been forgiven because God 
said it, not me. 
 
Now I said earlier that the middle word in “Life”  is “If”  and that is true of this life and it’s also true when it comes to 
receiving forgiveness. 1 John 1:7-10 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our 
lives.” 
 
But as Christians the question shouldn’t be “If”  because we should be walking in the light, we should know that we all 
have sin in our lives, we should be confessing our sins to Him and we should know that we all have sinned. But loved 
ones John didn’t write these things so that we should fear, he wrote them so that we can rejoice. We should be 
rejoicing in the forgiveness of our sins. We should be rejoicing in the fact that we are being cleansed constantly by the 
blood of Christ.  
 
And if those two things aren’t enough to keep us rejoicing in the Lord, I don’t know what is. In Acts 8 after the 
Ethiopian eunuch had been baptised by Philip, the Bible says in Acts 8:39, “When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.” In 
Acts 16 when Paul stopped the jailor from killing himself and the jailor and his household were baptised, it says in 
Acts 16:34, “The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had 
come to believe in God--he and his whole family.” 
 
Sometimes when I see some Christians you would think they had just been baptised into lime juice. You see loved 
ones there is real joy to be found in a faithful fellowship with the Lord. All of us have a real basis for joy, that’s what 
John was trying to get across to his readers and that’s what he’s trying to let you know about today. Paul says in 
Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” Thank God for the cleansing power of His 
Son’s blood. When you know, your sins have been forgiven then you should be rejoicing in that very fact. 
 
2. John wrote the letter to urge people to live pure lives. If you’ve ever wondered why God came to earth in the form of 
the man Jesus, then John is going to tell you. 1 John 2:2 “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
but also for the sins of the whole world.” John said that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the whole world, and if you’re 
not a Christian this morning then you can be sure that your sins are included. 
 
Another reason for His coming is found in Hebrews 2:9, “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels, now crowned with glory and honour because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death 
for everyone.” He tasted death for everyone, not just for those who believe but also for those who refuse to believe. 
 
Isaiah 53:5+6 “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah tells us that Jesus came so that God 
could lay on Him the iniquity of us all. And Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:21 that “God made him who had no sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” That’s why Jesus came, because there was 
price to pay.  
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One day Satan and Jesus were having a conversation. And so Satan had just come from the Garden of Eden, and he 
was gloating and boasting. "Yes, sir, I just caught the world full of people down here. Set me a trap, used bait, I knew 
they couldn't resist. Got 'em all!" Jesus asked him, “What are you going to do with them?"  
  
And Satan replied, "Oh, I'm going to have fun! I'm going to teach them how to marry and divorce each other, how to 
hate and abuse each other, how to drink, take drugs and curse. I'm going to teach them how to invent guns and bombs 
and kill each other. I'm really going to have fun!" And so Jesus asked him, "And what will you do when you get done 
with them?" "Oh, I'll kill 'em," Satan glared proudly. And so again Jesus asked him, "How much do you want for 
them?"  
  
"Oh, you don't want those people. They aren't any good. Why, you'll take them and they'll just hate you. They'll spit on 
you, curse you and kill you!!  You don't want those people!!" "How much?" He asked again. Satan looked at Jesus and 
sneered, "All your tears, and all your blood." Jesus said, "DONE!" Then He paid the price. 
 
You see loved ones there is real power in Jesus’ blood. There’s power to cleanse all people of all sin. But real power is 
in the fact that it continually keeps on cleaning us from sin. 1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” The King James 
Version says, “The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Now that word “Cleanseth” is the Greek 
word “Katharidzo” which means to purify or purge or to make clean. But it also carries with it the idea of a continuous 
action. 
  
Now when we eat our dinner at home we try to be civilised about it, we use plates and so after we’ve eaten we will put 
the plates in the dish washer. But we usually have to eat again sometimes and so we have to place them in the 
dishwasher again to be cleaned. 
 
Now Jesus’ blood doesn’t work like that, your Christian life is not lived in a dishwasher. You were washed in the 
waters of baptism and the cleansing detergent was the blood of Christ but you don’t have to bet baptised every time 
you sin. If that were the case there would be a queue a mile long outside this building every single minute of every 
single day. 
 
Jesus’ blood in the spiritual sense constantly cleanses us, continually cleanses us “if”. According to 1 John 1:7 “We 
walk in the light.” “If” according to 1 John 1:9 “We confess our sins to God.” You see John says these are the things 
which should motivate us to live pure lives. He says Jesus died for us all, to save us all from our sins. He says all 
Christians have fellowship with one another and God. He says they are continuously being cleansed from those sins by 
Jesus’ blood. 
 
He says in 1 John 2:1 “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have 
one who speaks to the Father in our defence--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.” John is telling us that we are going to 
make mistakes, we are going to sin. But he says, listen if your sinning is not continuous and deliberate then don’t let 
that stop you from trying to live faithful life. Keep trying your best to live a pure life. Why? “We have one who speaks 
to the Father in our defence--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One” 
 
You see I know we all sin and sometimes we wonder and even question if God has really forgiven those sins. But John 
is writing to remind us that we have Jesus Christ as our defence layer for when we do sin. When Satan accuses us of 
sin and rightly so, Jesus speaks to God on our behalf and says, “It’s paid for.” John is writing to remind us that God’s 
people have been forgiven. He’s not saying that forgiveness of sin is a possibility; he’s saying that forgiveness of sin is 
a fact. 
 
1 John 2:12 “I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name.” You see 
loved ones when a person is baptised into Christ, the blood of Christ removes all sin. Romans 6:3+4 “Don’t you know 
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.” 
 
When are we going to realise that these are not just God’s words but they are God’s promises. That’s why we sing the 
song, “Standing on the promises of God.” Hebrews 8:12 says, “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember 
their sins no more." God says that He forgives sin, He remits sin and He remembers those sins no more. 
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Psalm 103:11+12 “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as 
the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” Talk about a reason to rejoice! Talk about 
a reason to live a pure life! I’m not being funny but those are the sort of scriptures the whole church should be saying, 
“Amen” to. 
 
And then finally, John wrote the letter so that we might have the right relationships. 1 John 2:13+14 “I write to you, 
fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. I write to you, fathers, 
because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the 
word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.” 
 
All people need to know God as their Father. Isn’t it amazing that the God who created the universe and everything in 
cares for you personally? But He doesn’t just care for you; He cares for every single person who is here today. But 
He’s got a special interest in those who have obeyed His will. 1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxiety on him because he 
cares for you.” 
 
All Christians should be rejoicing in the fact that God cares. But all people need to respect the will of God. Ecclesiastes 
12:13 which we’ve already quoted today says, “Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man. All people need to have the right relationship with God. They need to see Him as the Father, they need to respect 
His will and they need to learn to serve God. 
 
Hebrews 12:28 “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship 
God acceptably with reverence and awe.” Loved ones do you know whom you believe in? Paul did and that’s why he 
wrote in 2 Timothy 1:12 “That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have 
believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.” 
 
I mean do you really know who you put your trust and hope in? Let me encourage you to read you’re Bibles and find 
out exactly who it is that all of your hopes and dreams are in. Because the reason we need to know is because of the 
other relationship we need to be aware of. People need to have the right relationship with the devil himself. 
 
2 times in 1 John 2:13+14 John addresses the young men, “because they have overcome the evil one.” John says that 
the devil must be overcome. And that’s because our relationship with the devil must be one of resistance. James 4:7 
says, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” If you’re finding it hard to resist 
the devil, then try submitting yourself fully to God. It’s the only way to fend him off. 
 
And the only way to do that effectively is by having the right relationship with God’s word. John says in 1 John 2:14 “I 
write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you 
are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.” 
 
You see for you to have the proper relationship with God, you need to keep your head in His word. Jesus said in John 
15:7 “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.” And when 
you wrap all these up together you find that the very power by which we resist the devil actually comes from the word 
of God itself. 
 
Ephesians 6:10-14 “Put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore, put on the full armour of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand, stand 
firm then.” And Paul goes on to describe the full armour of God and says in Ephesians 6:17, “Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  
 
And finally Christians need to have the right relationship with each other. 1 John 2:8-11 “Yet I am writing you a new 
command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 
Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother lives in the 
light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks 
around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.” Jesus never hid 
the fact about who He was. He said in John 8:12 "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life." 
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We’re called upon to shine our light but were also called upon to show our love. John basically asks us how can you 
call yourself a Christian but at the same time hate your brother? You can’t be a Christian and not love brother or sister, 
it’s impossible. If you claim to know God like we talked about earlier then you must love your brother or sister in 
Christ. 1 John 4:8 “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 
 
And if you claim to know God’s love then you must live according to His will. 1 John 4:16 “And so we know and rely 
on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” And all this isn’t new, 
we knew all these things shortly before or just after we became Christians. John reminds us of that in 1 John 3:11 “This 
is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another.” 
 
Someone once noticed that when I’m preaching I use the term “Loved ones” a lot and so they asked me why. And I 
simply replied, “Well, when you know God’s love and live God’s love, you can only come to one conclusion, God 
loves them too.” 
 
The next time were together were going to look at another 2 reasons as to why John wrote this letter. But if you’re not 
a Christian this morning, then please don’t leave here today thinking that no one loves you, because God does. Don’t 
leave here today thinking that you can’t receive real joy, peace and happiness in your life because God’s promises are 
for you, if you will accept them. 
 
Don’t leave here today thinking that you can never know God and have the right relationship with Him because you 
can and God longs for you to call Him Father. Don’t leave here today thinking you have to be perfect, because you will 
never be perfect until you have the blood of Christ washing you daily from your sins. 
 
And the only place to come into contact with the blood of Christ is through being immersed into Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins and you too can leave here just like the Ethiopian Eunuch did. You can leave here just like the 
Philippians jailor and his household did. You can leave here rejoicing, in your forgiveness, leave here with a peace that 
passes all understanding and a happiness that no one can take from you. 
 
 
 


