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“Talent, talent everywhere, all of which are to be used” (1) 

 
We are beginning a new sermon series today and my hope is that each of us will be encouraged but not only 
encouraged but challenged to practice what we preach. I think it would be good if all of us took James’ advice when 
he tells us in James 1:22, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” Over the 
next few weeks we are going to look at people in the Bible and we are going to look at the talents they possessed and 
the way they used them. But my prayer is that you will begin to identify a talent which you posses and so instead of 
burying it in the ground, you can start to use it and develop it for God’s glory. 
 
I heard a story about a salesman who dropped in to see a business customer but when he arrived, there was no one in 
the office except a big dog emptying wastebaskets. The salesman stared at the animal, wondering if his imagination 
could be playing tricks. The dog looked up and said, "Don't be surprised, buddy; this is part of my job." "Incredible!" 
muttered the man. "I can't believe it! I'm going to tell your boss what a prize he has in you, an animal that can talk!" 
"No, no," pleaded the dog. "Please don't! If he finds out I can talk, he'll make me answer the phones too!" 
 
And I guess the point is that some people possess gifts which they use all the time but they don’t realise they have 
them. We are going to look at an exceptional woman in the Bible today and although she only gets a few words 
written about her in the Scriptures, we are going to see that she used her talents well. Turn your Bibles to Acts 16 
where we find the very first European Christian. 
  
Now Paul never intended to go Philippi, he was trying to go up to Asia but the Holy Spirit wouldn’t let him. He tried 
to go into the city but the Spirit of Jesus stopped him and then one night he was sleeping and in his dream a man from 
Macedonia said to him, “Come over here and help us.” Paul knew that this was the Lord’s prompting. So he and Silas 
crossed a body of water and to our knowledge they were the first Christian missionaries in the continent of Europe. 
We pick the story up in Acts 16:12-15 
 
“From there we travelled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we 
stayed there several days. On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a 
place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. One of those listening was a 
woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. When she and the members of her household were baptized, she 
invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she 
persuaded us.” 
 
Paul and Silas reached the main city in this new region called Philippi, it was a Roman colony and it was so pagan 
they didn’t even have a synagogue. And as we know Paul would usually go to a city, find a synagogue and preach 
there first and then preach to the people in the market place. But like I said Philippi didn’t have a synagogue and so 
on the Sabbath the Bible says in Acts 16:13, “He just went out to a river and he found some women praying”. 
 
That’s where the church in Philippi began. He preached to the women who were there and it’s here where we first 
meet a woman named Lydia. Now Lydia was a woman who had many talents and today we are going to look at 4 of 
them. And let me encourage you to think about ways in which you could use your talent from some of the ways Lydia 
did. And just because we are studying a woman today doesn’t mean that the men among us can’t learn some valuable 
lessons from her life. 
 
Talent number 1, she balanced her work life with her spiritual life. Acts 16:14 tell us that “Lydia was a dealer in 
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira.” Now the city Thyatira should be very familiar with all of us because that is 
one of the cities which is mentioned in John’s revelation, when he talks about the 7 cities of Asia Minor in Revelation 
1:11. 
 
But what is interesting about this city, is the cities god. Tyrimnas was the god of Thyatira and it was represented with 
flaming rays and feet of burnished brass. And what did Christ say to this church? Revelation 2:18 "To the angel of the 
church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are 
like burnished bronze.” 
 
Now that gives you some idea of Lydia’s city background. But the really interesting thing about Thyatira is that it is 
in Asia Minor. Now you may ask, well what’s the big deal? Well the big deal is that God’s plans are being worked 
out through Lydia. 
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Remember the Holy Spirit stopped Paul from going up to Asia but Lydia was from Thyatira which is in Asia. In other 
words even though Paul was forbidden to go to Asia personally, he still got to teach one of its citizens. But were not 
going to go into all that just now because that deserves a study of its own. 
 
But Lydia was a worker, and have you ever wondered why she met with other women near the river? Well it wasn’t 
just to pray to God with other women where it was peaceful and away from the hustle and bustle of Philippi. It was 
also a place to fellowship with other women and work. You see the river was perfect for dyeing material, out of all 
the rivers she could have went to she picked this one because when she was dying her material, this river water left 
her with the best results. 
 
Now let me ask you, is this a picture of a woman who sat at home all day looking after her household? Of coarse its 
not, we don’t know if she had children but Acts 16:15 tells us that she had ‘other family members’. 
 
Proverbs 31:10-17 “A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. Her husband has full 
confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. She selects wool 
and flax and works with eager hands. She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar. She gets up while it 
is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls. She considers a field and buys it; out 
of her earnings she plants a vineyard. She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks.” 
 
Not all women were called upon to stay in the house all day and work, some of them had jobs to go to and Lydia is no 
exception. One of her talents was balancing her spiritual life with her work life. And I’m wondering if this is a talent 
we all struggle with. Some people are good at balancing there time while others like me struggle to develop it. 
Because there are some talents that all men and women of God must put to use. 
 
Titus 2:1-8 “You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of 
respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance. Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent 
in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. Then they can train the 
younger women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, 
and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. Similarly, encourage the young men 
to be self-controlled. In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, 
seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed 
because they have nothing bad to say about us.” 
 
You see it’s OK to go out and work to help the welfare of your family but we must never forget that our main duty is 
to teach and train other members of our families about the truth of God’s word. Because it never ceases to amaze me 
when you talk to some Christians about where they were on Sunday, and they say, “Well you know I’ve been 
working all week, I was just too tired to come to church.” Lydia worked but she still put God first in her life. And you 
need to do the same, to get the right balance means to put God first, then your family and then work. 
 
Talent number 2, Lydia possessed a discerning heart. Have you ever changed your mind about something? Funmi and 
I do it all the time, we may say to the kids were going to take them out to the park later today but as the day goes on 
we change our minds then take them to the cinema. 
 
But have you ever changed your mind about something which is really precious to you? Your religion for example, 
how many of you have been brought up in the church of Christ? How many of you were converted from another 
religion to the Lord’s church? That’s probably one of the hardest areas of your life to change. 
 
But that’s what Lydia did, but she didn’t just change her religion once, she changed her religion twice. You see Lydia 
was a Jewish proselyte, which meant that she converted from her own personal beliefs about God to Judaism. Now 
for a woman to become a Jewish proselyte, Jewish history tells us that a woman needed to tell God’s priests that she 
wanted to follow God and live by the Ten Commandments. Then she would have to be ceremonially cleansed which 
was done by baptism. And if you were a male and you wanted to become a Jewish convert you would do the same 
but you also had to be circumcised. 
 
Now the Bible is full of people who changed their minds about their religion, Rahab of Jericho was proselyte in 
Joshua 6, and the Gibeonites as "cutters of wood and drawers of water" in Joshua 9, just to name a few. Now I don’t 
know about you but changing ones mind is something that some people cannot do or they won’t to do because their 
hearts are hard. 
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And of coarse you get the other extreme where some people change their minds all the time. Psalm 119:113 “I hate 
double-minded men, but I love your law.” But Lydia wasn’t a double-minded person, she was searching for the truth 
and when she heard about the God of Israel, she turned to him with an open heart. Now I said that she changed her 
mind twice and she did, but what we need to remember is that as the truth was being revealed to her, she changed 
according to the truth she learned. 
 
Acts 16:13+14 “We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. One of those listening was a 
woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.” 
 
You see not only did she turn from her own pagan ideas of God to Judaism, she also changed her mind again about 
her God as Paul and Silas taught her about Jesus Christ. She still worshipped the same God but she moved from 
Judaism to Christianity. Now this is not double-mindedness, this is obeying the Scripture as you discover new truths. 
 
It’s not the idea of toiling between two options, Oh shall I be baptised or not? Do I really need to repent of all my sins 
before I can be forgiven? You see the only two options you’ve got is truth or not the truth. When Jesus is speaking to 
His Father about His disciples, He says in John 17:17, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” 
 
Do you want to get closer to God? Then God says if you come close to Him through reading His word, then He will 
come closer to you. But you need to believe the truths that you read in the Bible because God leaves no room for 
debate. James 4:8 “Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded.” Double-minded people are usually people with hardened hearts. 
 
Hebrews 3:13-15 “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be 
hardened by sin's deceitfulness. We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had 
at first. As has just been said: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion." 
 
My guess is that some of you here today know exactly what is required of you to be faithful or to become a child of 
God but because of a little rebellion in your hearts, you refuse to fully obey Him. Proverbs 15:14 “The discerning 
heart seeks knowledge, but the mouth of a fool feeds on folly.” Lydia was a woman with a discerning heart because 
she was seeking the truth. You see it really is a talent to have a discerning heart which wants to know and obey fully 
the truth of God. That’s why Luke tells us in Acts 16:14 “The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.” 
 
Which is Lydia’s 3rd talent, she was very responsive. Now notice how she responded to message she heard from Paul 
and Silas. Acts 16:15 “When she and the members of her household were baptized.” She responded by being 
baptised. Now Luke doesn’t go into all the details here about what Paul taught Lydia and the other women there, but 
it’s obvious he must have told them about the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Now sometimes you have to read in-between the lines when your reading the Bible. The Ethiopian eunuch is another 
example of reading between the lines. Acts 8:35-38 “Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told 
him the good news about Jesus. As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 
"Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 
eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.” 
 
Now Luke never tells us that Philip mentioned anything about baptism to the Eunuch but Philip must have. Why else 
would the Eunuch give orders to stop the chariot so that Philip could baptise him? Why else would Lydia want to be 
baptised if Paul never explained the significance of baptism? 
 
Lydia was responsive, she had a talent for understanding what she was being taught and responding in the right 
manner. And it blows my mind when you talk to someone about the importance of baptism and yet they don’t want to 
respond by being immersed into Christ the way that every other New Testament Christian did. 
 
Now notice that her response projected into another response. Acts 16:15 “When she and the members of her 
household were baptized.” Not only was she baptised but she went to tell the rest of her household about what 
happened to her, they were baptised. Now let me ask you, do you think that baptism is a crucial part of salvation? The 
only truthful answer can only be ‘Yes it is’. You see she yielded to God’s commands whole heartedly and was 
baptised and more than likely in the very same river where she worked to dye her cloths, she sealed her faith in Christ 
Jesus and received the forgiveness of her sins. 
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What a beautiful picture this is, isn’t it? Not only did she receive the good news about the Christ but she led her 
household to believe and receive God’s grace too. Does anyone know what the word ‘procrastination’ means? It’s the 
idea of delaying or putting off until a later time. You see when it comes to the talent of responsiveness, there’s no 
putting off to a later time or date. 
 
Psalm 119:57-60 “You are my portion, O Lord; I have promised to obey your words. I have sought your face with all 
my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise. I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to your 
statutes. I will hasten and not delay to obey your commands.” 
 
Does that sound like a person who wants to put off following God’s commandments to a later time? Maybe you’re 
not a Christian and you’ve never been baptised scripturally for the forgiveness of your sins and you know what you 
need to do but you just keep putting it off. 
 
What if you are a Christian and you’ve left worship on a Sunday morning thinking, “Well, I’m going to get involved 
a little more in church activities” but you never get around to it. Maybe you’ve thought to yourself, “You know what, 
I’m going to stay behind for the adult Bible study this week”, but you just never get round to doing it. Or maybe 
you’ve thought about asking if you could have a go at presenting a lesson in the Men’s class or the Ladies class, but 
you keep putting it off. If that’s you maybe it’s because you suffering from procrastination. 
 
And when you hear about an event which is taking place at church, you never really volunteer to help because you 
think you can’t help. If that’s you this morning then let me remind you, that you’ve got a talent but you need to use it 
to bring glory to God because remember that no talent is too small and no talent is insignificant. You have these 
talents to serve and bring glory to God. 
 
Galatians 5:13 “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; 
rather, serve one another in love.” Whether that be presiding or serving at the Lord’s table. Whether that be 
preparing tea and coffee for your brothers and sisters. Whether that be hoovering our building or washing dishes. It 
doesn’t matter what you talent is, what matters is that you use it or you will loose it. 
 
1 Peter 4:10+11 “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's 
grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, 
he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him 
be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” When someone calls upon the church members to help serve 
God in some way, you need to be like Lydia and use your responsive talent. 
 
And that brings me to the last talent of Lydia that we are going to look at, Lydia was hospitable. Acts 16:15 “If you 
consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.” I can’t think of a 
better way to begin your Christian walk than to begin by serving. Now I think that Lydia continued to serve the Lord 
the rest of her life because maybe that’s who Paul had in mind when he wrote to the church in Philippi. 
 
Philippians 4:3 “Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the 
cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.” 
Start your faith off as you mean to go on in your faith. First came her faith, then she was baptised, then she led her 
household to Christ, and then her love for her new brothers in Christ was evident. She offered Paul and Silas her 
hospitality. You know it really is a talent to be a good host. 
 
How many of you see your brothers and sisters in Christ any other day of the week except worship and study nights? 
Wouldn’t it be good to spend some time together on another day of the week? Not just for studies but time to get to 
know each other. You know just go along for a visit and have a cup of tea and a chat. 1 Peter 4:8-9 “Above all, love 
each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” 
It’s not just the responsibility of the preacher to go and visit the members and visit the sick. It’s not just the 
responsibility of the preacher’s wife to invite people back to her home for dinner. 
 
Matthew 25:35-40 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 
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or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' "The King will reply, 
'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'” 
 
Jesus is speaking about all Christians here. He’s talking about the kinds of things that all Christians must be doing. 
Can you cook? Then you have a talent for feeding the hungry. Can you make a cup of tea or coffee? Then you have a 
talent for quenching the thirst of the thirsty. Do you live in a house? Then you have the means to invite a stranger into 
your house. Do you know how to care for someone when they are not feeling too good? Then you have a talent for 
caring for people. Do you know someone who is in prison or in trouble? Then go and visit them and help them and 
use your talent well. 
 
Lydia had a talent for being hospitable and she used it to strengthen and comfort and encourage God’s saints. You 
can do the same because I’m sure that all of us can use two if not all of these talents which Lydia used. These are just 
a few of the talents Lydia possessed, I could have mentioned the talent of encouragement, or the talent of prayer, or 
the talent of submission and many others. 
 
The point is that each and everyone have talents and over the next few weeks I hope I can strike a cord in your hearts 
where you will say, “You know what, I think I have that talent and I’m going to use it to serve God and His people.” 
After all, when I look around, I see talent, talent everywhere, all of which need to be used. 
 
 
 


