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‘Miraculously delivered by God.’ (1) 
 
We are going to begin this series of lessons by looking at Israel’s miraculous delivery from Egypt. In our next lesson 
we will be looking at how Israel is miraculously led by God out of Egypt. In lesson three we will be looking at how 
Israel is miraculously preserved by God. In lesson four we will be looking at how Israel is miraculously secured by 
God. And in our final lesson we will be looking at how Israel is miraculously maintained by God. 
 
But before we get stuck into the text let me give you a quick summary of the events which happened before the 
miracles recorded in Exodus 7. In Exodus 1-7 we are introduced to Moses and the Israelites in bondage in Egypt. 
This setting is approximately 400 years after Joseph and his families were living in Goshen at the end of Genesis.  
 
God protects baby Moses and spares his life, as Moses is adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter and is raised as an Egyptian. 
God calls Moses with a special revelation, through a burning bush to release His people from slavery in Egypt. Moses 
obeys and with his brother Aaron, confronts Pharaoh to let God’s people go free, but Pharaoh ignores the warning. In 
Exodus 7-12, Moses through the power of God releases 10 plagues of different sorts on the land of Egypt which 
included, turning all the water to blood, plagues of insects, boils, and hail. Finally, the death of every first-born son, 
this included the death of Pharaoh’s eldest who would someday inherit the kingdom of Egypt.  
 
I want us to look at these 10 plagues in this lesson because they were delivered not just to let Pharaoh know who God 
was but also to the let the Israelites know who God was. Because they have been enslaved for 430 years, they didn’t 
know God, they have become used to being enslaved and used to being around the idol gods of Egypt. And so not 
only did God have to convince Pharaoh who He was, He also had to convince the Israelites who He was. 
 
So let’s go ahead at look at the first miracle before we look at the 10 plagues. In Exodus 7:8-13 we find Aaron’s rod 
turned into a snake and Pharaoh’s magicians did the same thing but Aaron’s snake swallowed up the magician’s 
snakes. Now don’t be misled by that word ‘snake’ because the Hebrew word used is ‘tanniyn’ which suggest some 
kind of marine or land monster. A few commentators believe it actually became a ‘crocodile’, which would be in 
keeping with the plagues which are about to come. 
 
You see, the crocodile god was known as ‘Sobek’ and it was the ancient god of crocodiles. To his worshipers, he was 
a god who created the Nile, a god of fertility and rebirth, and the symbolic strength of the ruler of Egypt. 
 
Now the Bible doesn’t tell us how the magicians performed this trick, but the important thing in all of this, is not how 
the Egyptians’ rods were changed into serpents but what happened to them. Aaron’s rod swallowed all of theirs 
which demonstrated that God is greater than their god. But Pharaoh wasn’t convinced by this miracle and so refused 
to listen to Moses and Aaron. 
 
Let’s move onto the first of the 10 plagues and let me say this concerning all 10 plagues because some people 
question if they were actually miracles. 1. In each case they were accurately foretold, as to the time and place of 
occurrence. 2. The intensity of such things as the frogs and lice was beyond all possibility of what could have been 
expected naturally. 3. Both their occurrence and their ending were demonstrated to be under the control and subject to 
the Word of God through Moses. 
 
4. There was discrimination, some of the plagues afflicting the Egyptians and yet at the same time sparing the 
Israelites. 5. There was orderliness in their appearance, each event more severe than the one that preceded it, 
concluding with the most devastating of all, the death of the firstborn. 6. Also, there was progression in relation to the 
reaction of Pharaoh's servants. At first, they could do anything that Moses did, but at last admitted their failure and 
affirmed that, ‘This is the finger of God!’ 7. Over and beyond all this, there was a moral purpose in the plagues, they 
were not mere freaks of nature. 

 
Now remember that the ten plagues were actually ten disasters sent upon Egypt by God to convince Pharaoh to free 
the Israelite slaves from the bondage and oppression they had endured in Egypt for 430 years. When God sent Moses 
to deliver the children of Israel from bondage in Egypt, He promised to show His wonders as confirmation of Moses’ 
authority. 
 
Exodus 3:20 “So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform among 
them. After that, he will let you go”.  
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This confirmation was to serve at least two purposes, firstly, to show the Israelites that the God of their fathers was 
alive and worthy of their worship and secondly, to show the Egyptians that their gods were nothing. The Egyptians, 
worshipped a wide variety of nature-gods, and attributed to their powers the natural phenomena they saw in the world 
around them.  
 
There was a god of the sun, of the river, of childbirth, of crops, etc. Events like the annual flooding of the Nile, which 
fertilized their croplands, were evidences of their god’s powers and good will. When Moses approached Pharaoh, 
demanding that he let the people go, Pharaoh responded by saying in Exodus 5:2 “Who is the LORD, that I should 
obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go.” And so from that point onwards, the 
challenge was on to show whose God was more powerful. 
 
In Exodus 7:14-24 we find the first plague, turning the Nile to blood. Now this was a judgment against ‘Apis’ , the 
god of the Nile, ‘Isis’ , the goddess of the Nile, and ‘Khnum’, the guardian of the Nile. You see the Nile was also 
believed to be the bloodstream of the god ‘Osiris’, who was reborn each year when the river flooded. And so the 
river, which formed the basis of daily life and the national economy, was devastated, as millions of fish died in the 
river and the water was unusable. And Pharaoh was told in Exodus 7:17, “By this you will know that I am the 
LORD.” 
 
In Exodus 8:1-15 we find the second plague, bringing frogs from the Nile. This was a judgment against ‘Heqet’, the 
frog-headed goddess of birth. Frogs were thought to be sacred and not to be killed. And so God had the frogs invade 
every part of the homes of the Egyptians, and when they died, their stinking bodies were heaped up in offensive piles 
all through the land.  
 
In Exodus 8:16-19 we find the third plague, gnats. This was a judgment against ‘Set’, the god of the desert. But 
unlike the previous plagues, the magicians were unable to duplicate this one, and declared to Pharaoh in Exodus 8:19 
that, “This is the finger of God”. 
 
In Exodus 8:20-32 we find the fourth plague, flies. This plague was a judgment on either ‘Re’ or ‘Uatchit’, who were 
both Egyptian gods depicted as flies.  In this plague, God clearly distinguished between the Israelites and the 
Egyptians. 
 
Exodus 8:22+23 “But on that day I will deal differently with the land of Goshen, where my people live; no swarms of 
flies will be there, so that you will know that I, the LORD, am in this land. I will make a distinction between my 
people and your people.” 
 
Now let’s pause for a moment and think about this and imagine what the Israelites were thinking about during this 
miracle. You’ve got all these flies swarming around in Egypt but yet, in Goshen where God’s people were, there were 
none. 
 
I would imagine the Israelites were thinking to themselves, ‘who is this God, who not only created billions of flies 
but controls them?’ And I don’t know about you but when we get one single fly in our home, it’s almost impossible 
to catch it, never mind control it. But God, who is the creator of all things, can demand obedience even from the 
animal world. God is not only the all-powerful one, but He is also the one who protects. 
 
In Exodus 9:1-7 we find the fifth plague, the death of livestock. This was a judgment on the goddess ‘Hathor’ and the 
god ‘Apis’ , who were both depicted as cattle. As with the previous plague, God protected His people from the plague, 
while the cattle of the Egyptians all died. God was steadily destroying the economy of Egypt, while showing His 
ability to love, protect and provide for those who obeyed Him.  
 
Exodus 9:7 tells us that “Pharaoh investigated and found that not even one of the animals of the Israelites had died. 
Yet his heart was unyielding and he would not let the people go”. You see as we go through these plagues God was 
slowly demonstrating not only to Pharaoh but to His people that He controls everything. 
 
There is no way the Israelites could avoid witnessing the power of God as their livestock lived in Goshen but in 
Egypt they all died. And if you were an Israelite living during this time, wouldn’t you be thinking to yourself, ‘what 
on earth is going on here? 
 
Because remember they have never witnessed anything like this before. 
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In Exodus 9:8-12 we find the sixth plague, boils. This was a judgment against several gods over health and disease 
‘Sekhmet’, ‘Sunu’, and ‘Isis’ . Exodus 9:11 tells us that, “The magicians could not stand before Moses because of the 
boils that were on them”. And if this tell us anything, it should tell us that these religious leaders were powerless 
against the God of Israel. 
 
Before God sent the last four plagues, Pharaoh was given a special message from God. These plagues would be more 
severe than the others, and they were designed to convince Pharaoh and all the people, according to Exodus 9:14, 
“that there is none like me in all the earth”.  
 
Pharaoh was even told that he was placed in his position by God, so that God could show His power and declare His 
name through all the earth, according to Exodus 9:16. And as an example of His grace, God warned Pharaoh to gather 
whatever cattle and crops remained from the previous plagues and shelter them from the coming storm. Exodus 
9:20+21 tells us that some of Pharaoh’s servants obeyed the warning, while others didn’t. I wonder what those who 
didn’t listen to the warning thought afterwards? 
 
In Exodus 9:22-35 we find the seventh plague, hail. This was an attack against ‘Nut’ , the sky goddess, ‘Osiris’, the 
crop fertility god, and ‘Set’, the storm god. This hail was unlike any that had been seen before, it was accompanied by 
a fire which ran along the ground, and everything left out in the open was devastated by the hail and fire. But once 
again, God’s people were miraculously protected, and no hail damaged anything in their lands. 
 
And again can you imagine being there? I would be so tempted to step out of Goshen, pop into the part where the hail 
and fire was happening and pop back into Goshen again. Imagine if you lived right on the border line where you’ve 
got this line on the ground where no hail and fire are and just watching this event. If you’re an Israelite there would 
be no mistaking the awesomeness of God. 
 
In Exodus 10:1-20 we find the eighth plague, locusts. Again this was judgment against the Egyptian gods, ‘Nut’ , 
‘Osiris’, and ‘Set’. The later crops, wheat and rye, which had survived the hail, were now devoured by the swarms of 
locusts which would ultimately result in there being no harvest in Egypt that year. 
 
In Exodus 10:21-29 we find the ninth plague, darkness. This was aimed at the sun god, ‘Re’, who was symbolized by 
Pharaoh himself. For three days, the land of Egypt was smothered with an unearthly darkness, but the homes of the 
Israelites had light. 
 
Now I keep saying this, but the Israelites must be utterly shell shocked by what’s happening. They must have be in 
awe as they enjoy the light but the rest of Egypt is in total darkness. They must have been thinking to themselves, ‘Is 
there anything that this God cannot control or do?’ I can imagine them saying to themselves, ‘No wonder our 
ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worshipped this God.’ 
 
In Exodus 11+12 we find the tenth and last plague, the death of the firstborn males. This was a judgment on ‘Isis’ , the 
protector of children. In this plague, God was teaching the Israelites a deep spiritual lesson which pointed to Christ. 
Unlike the other plagues, which the Israelites survived by virtue of their identity as God’s people, this plague required 
an act of faith by them.  
 
God commanded each family to take an unblemished male lamb and kill it. The blood of the lamb was to be smeared 
on the top and sides of their doorways, and the lamb was to be roasted and eaten that night. Any family that did not 
follow God’s instructions would suffer in the last plague.  
 
God described how He would go through the land of Egypt, and slay the firstborn male in every household, whether 
human or animal. The only protection was the blood of the lamb on the door. When the Lord saw the blood, He 
would pass over that house and leave it untouched according to Exodus 12:23.  
 
This is where the term ‘Passover’ comes from, it is a memorial of that night in ancient Egypt when God delivered His 
people from bondage. 1 Corinthians 5:7 teaches us that Jesus became our Passover when He died to deliver us from 
the bondage of sin.  While the Israelites found God’s protection in their homes, every other home in the land of Egypt 
experienced God’s wrath as their loved ones died. This extremely devastating and grievous event caused Pharaoh to 
finally release the Israelites.  
 
Now what was the point of all those plagues? 
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Well basically to teach the Egyptians especially Pharaoh, that there is only one real God and teach His own people 
that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is the only God and was still their God. And so by the time the Israelites 
left Egypt, they had a clear picture of God’s power, God’s protection, and God’s plan for them. For those who were 
willing to believe, they had convincing evidence that they served the true and living God.  
 
Sadly, many still failed to believe, which led to other trials and lessons by God. The result for the Egyptians and the 
other ancient people of the region was a dread of the God of Israel. Pharaoh once again hardened his heart and sent 
his chariots after the Israelites.  
 
And as we will shall see in our next lesson, when God opened a way through the Red Sea for the Israelites, then 
drowned all of Pharaoh’s armies there, the power of Egypt was crushed. And as Joshua 2:9-11 tells us, ‘the fear of 
God spread through the surrounding nations’ which was the very purpose that God declared at the beginning.  
 
Now I wanted us to go through all of that simply to remind ourselves that Israel as a nation had become used to 
slavery. They also had been used to all the idols scattered throughout Egypt. And I don’t care what anyone says, 
when you’ve been involved with anything for a long period of time, those routines and mind-sets don’t go away 
overnight. That’s one of the reasons why after God had delivered them from Egypt, they started to complain. 
 
Exodus 16:1-3 “The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between 
Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of Egypt. In the desert the whole 
community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’s 
hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this 
desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”  
 
In Exodus 15:24 we read that it was only three days after the Lord had brought them through the Red Sea, they start 
grumbling because they had no water to drink. And here in Exodus 16 we read that it was just two months later they 
are now complaining about a lack of food. 
 
When Joshua and Caleb come back after spying out the land of Canaan and they tell everyone they can take the land. 
What happened? Numbers 14:1-4 “That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 
All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in 
Egypt! Or in this wilderness! Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives 
and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” And they said to each other, 
“We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”  
 
The Israelites were afraid and wanted to go back to Egypt, why? There is food in Egypt, there is water in Egypt, and 
there is security in Egypt. ‘Forget about the slavery’ they would be thinking to themselves, ‘we might have been 
slaves but hey at least we’re looked after and as part of the biggest nation known to man, the Egyptians will protect us 
and our children from the Nephilim, those giants who live in Canaan’. 
 
One of my favourite films is the Shawshank redemption and there’s a part in the film where Red is speaking to Andy 
and he says this, ‘These prison walls are funny. First you hate them, then you get used to them. Enough time passes, 
gets so you depend on them’. 
 
That’s Israel, they had been in Egypt for so long they had come to totally depend on the Egyptians for everything. Oh 
I’m sure at first they would have hated the Egyptians and I’m sure they would have gotten used to them. But without 
realising it, they had become dependent upon them, no wonder they wanted to go back, despite all the wonders that 
God had done for them in front of their very eyes. 
 
Now you can look at Israel in two ways here, you can look at them and think, after everything God has done to free 
them, shows a pure lack of faith and ungratefulness. Or you can try and understand where they have come from. Yes 
while they were in Egypt, things were bad, rough, and rotten, the land was filled with debauchery, beatings, and 
injustice. 
 
But they got used to it, they became comfortable because at least in Egypt they knew what to expect. Here in the 
wilderness, they didn’t know what tomorrow held. I would imagine after spending so much time in Egypt they would 
have built some kind of relationships with their overlords. 
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And possibly even built a closer relationship with them than they did with Moses. They left everything back in Egypt, 
the connection to their history, their culture, and their homes, the places where their fathers and mothers were buried. 
No wonder they wanted to return and yes, God wasn’t there, but their comfort level was, and besides, maybe they 
thought they could take God back with them. I don’t think they really wanted to turn their backs on God, but maybe 
they simply wanted to be comfortable, doing what they had always done, after all it’s easier that way. 
 
Loved ones, it takes strength to leave our past lives behind. It takes strength to stop the sins that we like so much and 
are so comfortable with. I was reading a story the other day about a woman who was breaking up with her long term 
boyfriend. She was truly in love with this guy but over a period of a few years things changed as he became more and 
more violent towards her, to the point where she was petrified and it was affecting her relationship with Christ. She 
spoke to her preacher about it and told him that her boyfriend wanted to reconcile and she was tempted to try again 
with him. The preacher simply said to her, ‘don’t go back to Egypt.’ She remembered his sermons from the Book of 
Exodus and realised that she needed to abandon the whole idea about getting back together with that man. 
 
Yes it’s hard to believe that after God miraculously delivered the children of Israel from their Egyptian captors, they 
were tempted to go back to their bondage in Egypt. Yes it’s hard to believe that they thought they would be better off 
back in Egypt. But don’t Christians get tempted to do the same thing today? 
 
They cry out to the Lord in their trouble, as the Israelites cried out to God, and then when He miraculously delivers 
them, they struggle with the temptation to go back to the destructive habits and lifestyles that they desperately wanted 
to escape.  
 
You know I didn’t become a Christian until I was 30 years old, I was involved with drugs, and alcohol. And if you 
believe that the very day I became a Christian I suddenly stopped taking drugs or drinking you’re sadly mistaken. It 
took time to give up these things and even today, years later, I’m still tempted to have just one drink, I still wonder 
what it would be like to get high again. 
 
But loved ones, those temptations get less and less powerful over time because I know and understand that the Lord 
has delivered me from my ungodly habits. Colossians 1:13+14 “He delivered us from the power of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  
 
And if you’re a Christian today then you also need to know that you are not at the mercy of your old habits. If you 
have received Christ as your Lord and Saviour, and were immersed in God for the forgiveness of your sins, then you 
are filled and equipped with the Spirit of the living God. 
 
You’ve been delivered from the power of darkness, and you can accomplish things in His strength and power that 
will amaze you. Paul says in Philippians 4:13 “I can do all this through him who gives me strength”. And once we 
take that verse out of our Bibles, out of our heads and into our hearts we will soon discover that God will give you the 
strength to overcome your weaknesses. 
 
Galatians 5:1 says, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery”.  You see there are times as Christians we want to go back, simply because we 
forget. You see during this time of the Exodus, God was known as ‘the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob’. But after 
this event, He was known as ‘the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt.’ 
 
You see God knows we have got bad memories when it comes to the wondrous things He has done for us and so do 
you know what He did? He says, every first day of the week, every time you meet together to worship, I want you to 
take some bread and some wine and I want you to partake of it with your brethren. And God says, whilst you are 
partaking of it, I want you to think about My Son, Jesus and remember Him, remember what He did for you. 
Remember what He did to make your exodus from ungodly living possible. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial service, 
it’s a sermon without words, so that we don’t forget. 
 
Now just before we finish I want us to go back and visit one of the plagues we looked at in Exodus. Look with me at 
Exodus 8:1-15 where we find the plague of frogs. The frogs have covered the land of Egypt and we are going read 
Exodus 8:8-10, “Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Pray to the LORD to take the frogs away from me 
and my people, and I will let your people go to offer sacrifices to the LORD.” Moses said to Pharaoh, “I leave to you 
the honour of setting the time for me to pray for you and your officials and your people that you and your houses may 
be rid of the frogs, except for those that remain in the Nile.” “Tomorrow,” Pharaoh said.” 
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Now let me ask you, do you see something strange about Pharaoh’s reply to Moses as to when the frogs should be 
removed from Egypt? The land is filled with frogs, they are in people’s homes, they are in the palaces, and they are in 
people’s ovens. The sound of the croaks from so many frogs would have been deafening. They are all over the land to 
the point where you can’t even step anywhere without crushing one under your foot. 
 
And I don’t know about you but if I were Pharaoh I would want all these frogs removed today, right now, but he 
doesn’t. He’s quite happy to stay another night with these vile, noisy, smelly creatures, ‘have them removed 
tomorrow’, he says to Moses. 
 
Now for the life of me I can’t understand why he said that but I do understand why so many Christians will leave sin 
in their lives, especially those sins they really struggle with. Oh when we first became Christians we hated those sins, 
then we got used to those sins and now we’ve learned to depend on those sins more than we depend on God to help 
us overcome them. 
 
I’ve heard people say, ‘I will stop watching pornography, ‘tomorrow’. I’ve heard alcoholics say, ‘I will give up 
drinking, ‘tomorrow’. I’ve heard married men say, ‘I will stop that relationship with that other women, ‘tomorrow’. 
I’ve heard people who have fallen away say, ‘I promise I’ll come back to church, ‘tomorrow’. Listen loved ones, 
none of us know what tomorrow holds, so why not start today, right now. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he 
will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so 
that you can endure it.”  
 
Do you believe that? Do you believe that God will provide a way out for you? Or maybe the question should be, are 
you looking for that way out which God provides? Loved ones God miraculously delivered Israel out of Egypt, will 
you allow Him today, to help you out of the bondage of sin? 
 
It will take all your strength and courage, but with God’s help you will be permanently free from the bondage of sin. 
Why not, step out in faith today and trust God for a miracle tomorrow. 


