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“The Master teacher.” (1) 

 
We are beginning our new sermon series of the parables taught by Jesus today. And we are going to try and understand 
what a parable is and why Jesus spoke in parables in the first place. Before I begin I would like to share with you some 
genuine instruction, which we are found on the labels of some products. 
 
On a camera: "This only works with film inside." 
On a packet of airline peanuts: "Open and eat contents." 
On a chainsaw: "Do not attempt to stop chain with hands." 
On a bottle of milkshake: "After opening, keep upright." 
On a steering-wheel lock: "Remove lock before driving." 
 
I guess the point is that even the simple things in life need some explaining at times. Now I have shared a lot of stories 
with you all over the years but when it comes to parables and story telling Jesus will always be the Master. 
 
So what is a parable? The word ‘Parable’ comes from the Greek word ‘Parabole’, which literally means a placing beside; 
a comparison; equivalent to or to compare. Some say that a parable is ‘An earthly story with a heavenly meaning’ but 
really a parable is more than that. The dictionary defines a parable as ‘A short figurative story, designed to convey some 
truth or moral lesson.’ Or ‘A brief story using events or facts of everyday life to illustrate a moral or spiritual truth.’ 
 
But parables come in many different styles and forms. Let me give you a couple of examples. In Luke 4 after Jesus had 
been tempted by the devil, He went on the Sabbath Day to the synagogue in Nazareth. And when the leaders heard Him 
read the prophet Isaiah from a scroll they asked in verse 22 "Isn't this Joseph's son?" And Jesus replied in verse 23, 
“Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that 
you did in Capernaum.'" So here we have an example of a parable in the form of a ‘Proverb’. 
 
Again in Luke 5 we find Jesus sharing a parable in the form of a ‘metaphor’ to the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law. 
Luke 5:36-39 "No one tears a patch from a new garment and sews it on an old one. If he does, he will have torn the new 
garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old. And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, 
the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must be poured 
into new wineskins. And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he says, 'The old is better.'" 
 
And there are many other forms of parables that Jesus used too. But the point is that Jesus used parables as a form of 
teaching. It wasn’t the only form of teaching He used but it was certainly a form He liked to use a lot. Throughout the 
gospels there are over 30 parables of Jesus recorded in some style or another. Most of them are well known to many 
people but all of them are classics and like I said earlier, Jesus was the Master teacher when it came to parables. 
 
So let’s go ahead and let the Master teacher answer our first question, why did Jesus speak in parables? We find the 
answer in Mark 4:10-13 “When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables. He 
told them, "The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in 
parables so that, "'they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they 
might turn and be forgiven!'" Then Jesus said to them, "Don't you understand this parable? How then will you understand 
any parable?” 
 
His parables were designed to test His hearers, not an intelligence test but rather a spiritual responsiveness test. They were 
designed to get a response. But as Jesus says, if you can’t understand this parable, how will you understand any parable? 
Of course Jesus is teaching about the parable of ‘The Seed Sower’ here and we will look at that in more detail in a couple 
of weeks. 
 
But for now please turn your Bible to Luke 10. We will use this parable to make a few points to help us in our 
understanding of all the parables that Jesus taught. Now there was a man who was an expert in the Law of Moses and he 
asked Jesus, "What must I do to inherit eternal life?" And so Jesus, the Master teacher asks the man what he thought the 
law said concerning eternal life. And he answered, 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind' and, 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'" 
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And so Jesus tells him that he had answered correctly and told him that if he does this he will live. But the guy wanted to 
justify himself and so he asks Jesus another question, "And who is my neighbour?" 
 
And so the master teacher starts in verse 30 of Luke 10. “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell 
into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the 
man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 
Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver 
coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 
expense you may have.' "Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?" The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 
 
Now the first thing we notice about Jesus teaching is that His parables were always spontaneous. He never had to think 
about them before hand and say, “Listen, can you come back next week and I’ll give you the answer.” 
 
It’s not like the man who goes on ‘Master Mind’ whose specialist subject was football. And the quizmaster asks him, 
“What do you call the people who help the goalkeeper at the back?” And the man replied. “The strikers.” And the 
quizmaster said, “Wrong, they are the defenders.” And then he asked him another question, “What do you get if someone 
illegally tackles someone in the goalkeepers area?” And he replied, “A free kick.” And again the quizmaster said, 
“Wrong, it’s a penalty.” And then the quizmaster gave him his final question, which was, “What do you call it when one 
football player kicks the ball to another football player”? And he replied, “I don’t know, Pass.” And the quizmaster said, 
“Correct.” 
 
Jesus was the best with His spontaneous answers to people’s question. And we should be too. Now we should always be 
truthful with people when they ask us a question. There are times when we need to be honest enough to say, “Listen I 
don’t know the answer to that question right now, but I will get back to you.” 
 
But there are times when we should always have an answer to some questions. Has anyone ever asked you why you are a 
Christian? Has anyone ever asked you, why do you believe in God and go to worship Him? Now I’m sure all of us can 
answer ‘Yes’ to those questions. Because as Christians those are the type of questions we should easily be able to answer, 
even though we don’t know the Scriptures that well. 
 
You don’t need to be a Bible scholar to answer those questions. You don’t need to know all the books of the Bible and all 
the apostles’ names to answer those questions. But you do need to be able to answer them. 2 Timothy 4:2 “Preach the 
Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful 
instruction.” 
 
1 Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for the hope that you have.” 
 
Love ones whether you have been a Christian for one day or 40 years you should know why you became a Christian in the 
first place. Let me ask you, why do many people fall away from the faith? They have forgotten why they became 
Christians in the first place. They have forgotten that hope that they had in the very beginning after coming up out of the 
waters of baptism. 
 
Now, there’s something else about Jesus’ parables we need to remember. You see in Luke 10:25 when the law expert 
asked Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus swings it back around to him and asks him, “What do you 
think the Law says?” And he answers in verse 27, "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'" 
 
And then the man asked Jesus another question in verse 29, “Who is my neighbour?” And so Jesus went on and told him 
the parable of we call ‘The Good Samaritan’. And I say we call it the ‘good Samaritan’ because never once does Jesus call 
the Samaritan good. 
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But its then that Jesus asked the man this question in verse 36, "Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the 
man who fell into the hands of robbers?" You see, every parable had a point or a purpose. That’s why the man answered 
in verse 37, "The one who had mercy on him."  
 
Parables were told to get the listeners to think for themselves. They were always designed to get a response, a change in 
attitude or a change in action in those who heard them. And so Jesus gets to the point, and He tells the man, "Go and do 
likewise." Jesus is saying to that man, “Now I know you understand how to get eternal life because you answered the 
question correctly and I know you understand what I’ve just said to you through this parable but here comes the hard part, 
go and do it.” 
 
Love all people, have mercy on all people, not just the Priests, not just the Levites but all people. Love even those 
Samaritan people that you can’t stand to be around. And notice the Law expert never even mentioned the word 
‘Samaritan’. He answers correctly to Jesus’ question but he says, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
 
You see we don’t understand just how much the Jews hated the Samaritans. This guy hated them so much he wouldn’t 
even use the word ‘Samaritan’, never mind call him a neighbour. Remember in John 4 when Jesus is speaking to the 
woman at the well? After the disciples went away to buy some food, it says in verse 27, “Just then his disciples returned 
and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking 
with her?" 
 
Now why were the disciples surprised? Well, not just because she was a woman but also because she was a Samaritan 
woman. Even she was surprised when Jesus, a Jew, was willing to speak to her, a Samaritan. That’s why she said to Jesus 
in verse 9 of John 4, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" For Jews do not 
associate with Samaritans.” The Jews hated the Samaritans. This man’s answer to Jesus must have hurt his Jewish pride 
so much that he couldn’t even say the word ‘Samaritan’. 
 
You see to understand a parable we 1st need to understand the original text. In other words, what did the parable mean for 
those who first heard it? You know people have become experts at making every little detail mean something in a parable. 
For example people will say that the priest and the Levite couldn’t help the man because of religious reasons. They will 
try and find out who the robbers were and who they stood for. 
 
It’s like the man who said to his friend, “Do you see that forest over there?” And his friend said, “What forest? I can’t see 
anything for trees.” People fail to see the point. We get so tangled up in the text sometimes, trying to get a point from 
every little detail; we end up missing the main point. 
 
We forget to ask the 1st question, what did it mean to those who were listening? You see when Jesus was telling this man 
this parable; the man wouldn’t listen and then think to himself, who’s the man who was robbed? Who were the robbers? 
He knew exactly what Jesus was talking about. 
 
You see the lawman forgot the Law because of traditions. The lawman was just like the Priests and the Levites; they paid 
lip service to the Law. They forgot what God said to Moses in Exodus 33:19 “I will have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.” Mercy to a Samaritan was the last thing in that 
Jewish man’s mind. But by the time Jesus had finished, the lawman knew that Jesus was saying to him, “I don’t want lip 
service, I don’t want sacrifice.” 
 
So what did Jesus really want him to understand? Matthew 23:23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of 
the law--justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.” 
 
That’s what the parable is about. It was about the Jews getting rid of their racist attitude towards the Samaritans, (the 
Gentiles) and instead of treating them like outcasts, getting them to treat everyone justly and with mercy. It’s about loving 
your neighbour as you love the Lord and yourself. 
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The Samaritan did exactly what the priest and the Levite should have done. The Samaritan done what the lawman now 
needs to go and do. In other words he needs to practice what he preaches. But my point is this, not all parables can apply 
to us today but we can still learn many lessons from them. After all they are the very words of Jesus Himself and as we all 
know “All Scripture is God breathed” as 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us. 
 
So now that we understand what the parable meant to that lawman, we can now go on and see what we can learn from it 
ourselves. The lawman only asked Jesus the question, “Who is my neighbour?” for this reason. Luke 10:29 “He wanted to 
justify himself.” 
 
In other words, he wanted to make himself out to be a blameless and a Law abiding Jew. And so what Jesus did in the 
way of this parable was to get him to look at himself. So that the lawman could see his own sinfulness, and see just how 
far from the Law he really was. 
 
You know, when it comes to justifying ourselves of sin, we have all become experts. And that’s because we all have 
different standards about the Law, or God’s Word. In other words we can all give a good reason for not doing something 
we shouldn’t be doing. Or in the case of the lawman, something he should have done. 
 
You see, sin isn’t just about the things that you shouldn’t do like gossiping and drunkenness. But sin is also not doing the 
things that you should be doing. James gives us an example in James 2:2-5 “Suppose a man comes into your meeting 
wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. If you show special attention to the 
man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the 
floor by my feet," have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my dear 
brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he 
promised those who love him?” 
 
In other words if someone came into our meeting place who was dressed all scruffy and unshaven are we going to love 
them or treat them any different from those who come in well dressed? Or as James asks, “Has not God chosen those who 
are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?” 
 
They may be poor in the world’s eyes but they may be richer in faith than we are. Poor people have as much right into the 
kingdom of heaven as you and I do. In fact the next time your walking in the city centre and you see someone handing out 
the ‘Big Issue’ ask yourself this question. Do they deserve to hear the gospel? And if you answer ‘No’  to that question, 
then you need to take a close look at yourself and see just how far you have fallen from the standard we find in God’s 
Word. 
 
In fact ask yourself this question. If two people came into our worship assembly and one of them was well dressed and the 
other one wasn’t, which one would you invite to your home for dinner? Now I’m sure we would all talk to both of them, 
but which one would you take home to get to know a little better? 
 
The lawman had to learn to treat all people the same, whether they were a Jew or Samaritan, Jew or Gentile. Because the 
Gospel is not just about believing, it’s about doing and if you don’t do for one, which you would do for another, then that 
is sin in God’s eyes. 
 
James gives us another example in James 2:15-17 “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of 
you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is 
it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 
 
You see it’s all very well standing up here and talking about the needy, it’s all very well having our after worship chats 
about those in need. But if we just talk the talk and don’t walk the walk, we’re sinning. And we can try and justify 
ourselves just like the lawman did and say things like, “Well, I’m kind of busy to stop and help that person sitting 
homeless in the street.” “I can’t invite you for some food today because I need to get to church on time because I’m 
reading or serving today.” 
 
You see, that’s what the priest and the Levite did in the story. They were going somewhere, but so was the Samaritan. 
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The only difference was that the Samaritan stopped to help. You see, you can stop and help people; you can stop and 
share the gospel with people because wherever you are going to can wait. How long does it take to give a hungry person a 
£1.00 to buy a sandwich? You may not be able to stay long with them but you can arrange to catch up with them again 
later. That’s what the Samaritan did. 
 
Luke 10:35 “The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,' he said, 'and 
when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.” He didn’t just help the man and then leave him 
to it, he went back to make sure he was OK. Let’s not make excuses for not helping people and try to justify ourselves. 
Loved ones, let’s practice what we preach because we love our Lord and show our neighbours how much we love them. 
 
You see the real question the lawman should have asked Jesus was, “Master, how do I love my neighbour?” But he didn’t 
ask that, he asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbour?” And we should be asking the question that the lawman should have 
asked. Jesus, how do we love our neighbours? And Paul tells us in Galatians 5:6 “The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.” You love your neighbours by helping your neighbours with the love the Lord has shown 
you. 
 
Now what about those who aren’t Christians today, do they deserve to hear the gospel? Or are we going to say, “Well, I 
wish you well; keep safe and best of luck for getting into heaven.” Well, for those of you who aren’t Christians today, 
there is good news. You are surrounded by a bunch of people who all are ready to share with you why they became 
Christians in the first place. They are ready to give you an answer to the hope that lies within them; all you have to do is 
ask any of them. And when they tell you why they became Christians, they will tell you how you too can become a 
Christian by being obedient to the Gospel of Christ. 
 
You see the parables of Christ separated those who wanted to know the truth and those who didn’t want to know the truth. 
And the truth is this, if you turn to God and believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. If you confess Jesus as Lord 
of your life and are baptised for the forgiveness of your sins then you will receive God’s promised Holy Spirit to dwell 
within you. The Holy Spirit acts as a deposit, guaranteeing your entry into heaven, if you remain faithful to Him and His 
word. He’s not looking for perfection because none of us are perfect but He is looking for faithfulness. 
 
And I hope and pray that you will ask someone today. The next time were together we’re going to start looking at what 
we call, the parables that Jesus taught, relating to ‘the kingdom of God.’ 


