
 1
“Who’s talking to who?” (9) 

 
We are going to look at a subject in the Bible, which seems to have a lot of misunderstanding in the world 
today, a subject that many people would rather stay away from. And I think the reason for that is because 
they don’t want to be recognised or be seen to have anything in common with other religious groups around 
them. We are going to look at the Holy Spirit, especially in reference to Holy Spirit baptism. And later we 
are going to ask these questions, what was Holy Spirit baptism? What was its purpose and who was it for?  
 
I heard a story about a woman who reported for her university final examination that consisted of ‘Yes / No’ 
type questions.  
 
So she took her seat in the examination hall and she just stared at the question paper for five minutes, and 
then in a fit of inspiration she takes her purse out, removes a coin and starts tossing the coin and marking the 
answer sheet ‘Yes’ for Heads and ‘No’  for Tails. Within half an hour she is finished, whereas the rest of the 
class is sweating it out. During the last few minutes, she is seen desperately throwing the coin, muttering and 
sweating. The examiner, who was alarmed, approached her and asked what is going on. She said, ‘I finished 
the exam in half an hour, but I’m rechecking my answers.’ 
 
And the point is, I think it is good for us to recheck our answers about what the Bible actually says about 
Holy Spirit baptism. So let me go ahead and ask you what was Holy Spirit baptism? Well the first allusion to 
Holy Spirit baptism is found in the words of John the baptiser in Matthew 3 when he was confronted by the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees. 
 
He told them in Matthew 3:11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is 
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire.” Now the first thing we need to notice is that John is not talking to Christians here, he’s speaking to 
Jews. And we also need to remember that this promise wasn’t for everyone, it was for a specific people. 
 
It’s important for us to ask the question, who was John referring to here? Who was this promise for? In John 
14-16 Jesus made several specific promises to the apostles concerning the coming of the Spirit. His apostles 
were worried about how they would handle themselves when Jesus went back to the Father. They were 
worried about what they would say when they went into the synagogues and met with the Jewish leaders. 
They were worried about remembering the things Jesus said and done and taught them. And so Jesus tells 
them that they will receive the Spirit, and Jesus calls Him the “Comforter or Counsellor,” in John 14:26. 
 
Now let’s fast-forward a few more days, to the point where Jesus has just appeared to His disciples after His 
resurrection and He is getting them ready for their work ahead before He ascends back to heaven. Luke 
24:45-49 “Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what 
is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I 
am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.” 
 
Jesus has just opened His apostle’s minds so that they could understand the Scriptures. He told His apostles 
what the Scriptures meant concerning His death, burial and resurrection. And He told His apostles what they 
were to preach and teach, which was repentance and forgiveness. And he also told them that they were going 
to be witnesses and where to start doing that. Now let me ask you, who is speaking to who? Well, Jesus is 
speaking to His apostles and that’s very important. 
 
But there was something else that happened just before Jesus ascended that is very much overlooked by a lot 
of people. Jesus done something else at this time to His apostles that we need to take note of. At the same 
time when Jesus was telling His apostles that they were going to be witnesses and receive power from on 
high in Jerusalem. 
 
The Bible says in John 20:21-23 “Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone 
his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
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The Bible tells us that Jesus breathed on them. Now what’s happening here? Now there is no indication here 
that the apostles at this time received the Holy Spirit. I believe that Jesus was symbolically assuring them 
that what He had promised them would occur. But these promises were for the apostles concerning the Holy 
Spirit would come upon them with power. Well, another question needs to be asked, empower them to do 
what? 
 
I heard a story about a woman who was waiting for her first appointment in the reception room of a new 
dentist; she noticed his certificate, which bore the dentists full name.  Suddenly, she remembered that a tall 
boy with the same name had been in her high school class some 40 years ago. But when she saw him she 
quickly discarded any such thought. This balding, grey-haired man with the deeply lined face was too old to 
have been her classmate. After he had examined her teeth, she asked him if he had attended the local high 
school. ‘Yes,’ he replied. ‘When did you graduate?’ she asked. He answered, ‘In 1957.’ ‘Why, you were in 
my class!’ she exclaimed. He looked at her closely and then asked, ‘What did you teach?’ 
 
And the point is that the Holy Spirit would empower the apostles to teach and to do the work of an apostle. 
They would be able to remember the words Jesus had spoken to them. They would be able to speak with the 
authority of Jesus and be told what to say and how to say it by the Holy Spirit. They would be able to write 
down the New Testament by inspiration of the Holy Spirit. So why did they receive the power? To be 
witnesses of Christ so that they could launch the Christian religion and give it the best possible start it could 
have. 
 
Now there are many religious groups today who practice so called Holy Spirit baptism. And some say that 
they don’t need the Bible anymore because the Holy Spirit guides them and tells them what to say. After all 
Jesus did say in John 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will 
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.” 
 
But think about that for a moment, if this applied to all Christians, then that would mean that all Christians 
ought to have been personally guided “into all truth”. And if that were the case there would be no need for 
the Scriptures today because Jesus said in John 14:26 “But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 
 
And again if that were the case then we may as well through our Bibles in the bin because according to these 
people the Holy Spirit will tell us everything we need to know about God. He will quote book, chapter and 
verse when we talk to people about Jesus. 
 
I remember studying with a man who used to be a member of the Brethren but is now a member of a 
charismatic group and he claimed that he received the Holy Spirit baptism. And I asked him how he 
managed to get from being a member of the Brethren to a charismatic group. He told me that, ‘God told him 
to go and join this group’. And I asked how God told him and he said, ‘God told him through His word.’ 
Now this intrigued me, so I asked him to show me where it said in the Bible that he was to leave one group 
to join this other group. 
 
He couldn’t remember the exact Scripture but he said, ‘it was somewhere in the book of Deuteronomy.’ The 
first thing I thought of was that the Holy Spirit must be on holiday since he couldn’t remember the Scripture 
reference. But he said, ‘It was the part in Deuteronomy where God said, in the year of the Jubilee you should 
leave this group and join this other group.’ Now he’s actually referring to Leviticus 25 where God is 
speaking to Moses about what the Israelites have to do when they are in the Promised Land. 
  
Now loved ones, I haven’t got a clue how he could come to that conclusion after reading Leviticus 25, but 
that’s what he firmly believes. But after talking with him for a little while longer, I finally understood why 
he moved from one religious group to another. The real reason for moving wasn’t because God told him to 
but because he didn’t like the rules of the Brethren. 
 
You see in some Brethren congregations the women and the men are separated in worship, you have men on 
one side and women on the other side. His wife wasn’t allowed to sit with her husband but in this new 
group, his wife could do as much as the men did and sit with her husband. 
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Now isn’t it interesting when anyone who claims God tells them to go somewhere, it’s never somewhere 
they don’t want to go to anyway! Which shows us that some people are not really looking for the truth but 
for a religion that suits their needs. But my point is this, people will claim anything that sounds remotely 
religious, if it suits their needs. 
 
Incidentally that very same man I was studying with ended up with cancer a couple of years ago and died 
but he died needlessly because he believed in the power of prayer to heal, he refused any medicine or 
treatment. 
 
Some people today totally ignore the fact that the promise of Holy Spirit baptism was for the apostles not for 
everyone who claims to be a Christian. So to help us with our understanding, let me take you on a trip 
through the Book of Acts. Now I’m going to share with you a lot of Scripture but I think it’s essential 
because I really want to show you that Holy Spirit baptism was for the apostles and the apostles only. 
 
Turn your Bibles to Acts 1. Luke tells us in Acts 1:4+5 “On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you 
have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.” 
 
Now notice Jesus was eating with them and He gave them the command to stay in Jerusalem. Now who is 
“them”? Well, they are the apostles. A little further down in Acts 1:8 Jesus tells them, the apostles, “But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” So in other words the power of the Holy Spirit which 
came on them, would enable them, the apostles, to witness to the world, what they had experienced whilst 
being with Jesus. 
 
Now was that promise fulfilled? I believe it was, following on in Acts 2:4 “All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” Acts 2:6-8 “When they heard 
this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own 
language. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it 
that each of us hears them in his own native language?” 
 
It was the apostles who were first to speak in tongues, and the miraculous, signs and wonders, which we 
spoke about a few weeks ago, were done by the apostles. Acts 2:43 “Everyone was filled with awe, and 
many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.” 
 
Acts 5:12 “The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the 
believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade.” 
 
Acts 15:12 “The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the 
miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them.” 
 
Now loved ones, I’m no Biblical scholar but the Bible clearly teaches that Holy Spirit baptism happened to 
the apostles. Now before you start shouting out, what about Acts 10 and Cornelius’ household? Well, that’s 
a good point, so let’s go ahead and take a look at what was going on there. We begin our understanding of 
what’s going on here in Joel 2:28 where God says, “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.”  
 
God says there was a time coming when His Spirit will be poured out on all people. Now did that time 
come? I believe it did, in Acts 2 after the apostles received the power of the Holy Spirit and they began to 
speak in tongues.  
 
It says in Acts 2:12-16 “Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” Some, 
however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, 
raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain 
this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the 
morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel.” 
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And then Peter goes on and quotes from Joel 2:28ff, so that time of God’s outpouring of His Spirit did 
happen, but my question is this, whom did it happen to? Did it happen literally to all people or just a few 
people? 
 
Some people like to believe it did to happen to all people, but Peter tells us in Acts 5:32 that God gives this 
gift “to those who obey Him”. So what Joel’s prophecy meant was that “all”  who accepted Jesus as the 
Christ and submitted to Him in obedience would also receive God’s gift of the Holy Spirit. That’s why he 
said in Acts 2:39 “The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the 
Lord our God will call.” And that’s why we know that God’s gift of the Spirit is available to all, even today 
because he said that the promise was made ‘to you and your children’  
 
In other words it was available to the Jews who were listening then and ‘and to all who are afar off’ which 
was the non-Jews, or Gentiles. It was available to those who would be obedient to the Gospel of Christ. So 
God’s outpouring of His Spirit began with the first ones to be obedient, the apostles, and then the other Jews 
in Acts 2:41. 
 
I heard a story a woman who woke up, and told her husband, ‘I just dreamed you gave me a pearl necklace 
for Valentine’s Day. What do you think it means?’ ‘You'll know tonight,’ he said. That evening, her 
husband came home with a package and gave it to his wife. Delighted, she opened it, to find a book entitled, 
‘The Meaning of Dreams.’ 
 
And the point is that we need to look to what the Bible says so that we can understand what God means 
when He says, “all people”. In Acts 2:1-4 it was the apostles who received the Holy Spirit with power just 
like we saw a moment ago, which was Holy Spirit baptism. And so in Acts 2:41 where it says, “Those who 
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.” We 
find that outpouring of God’s Spirit continuing, but that wasn’t Holy Spirit baptism. Because those who 
were baptised into Christ that day didn’t receive the power like the apostles did, and that’s important to 
remember. 
 
They received the Holy Spirit like you and I did when we were baptised, but Peter says that the Gentiles in 
Acts 10 also received the Spirit like they did. Acts 10:44-48 “While Peter was still speaking these words, the 
Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them 
speaking in tongues and praising God.”  
 
Now notice that they were given the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 10 but they still weren’t saved, they still 
didn’t have the Holy Spirit indwelling within them. That’s why Peter went on to say in Acts 10:47+48 “Can 
anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have.” So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Now who are the ‘we’? The Jews who because Christians in Acts 2:41? No! I believe he’s referring to the 
apostles in Acts 2:4. The way they received the gift wasn’t a regular event in the early church, the Gentiles 
being given the Spirit before they were baptised was a one off experience, for one purpose. And that was to 
show the Jews who were with Peter that the Gentiles were welcomed into the kingdom of God. That’s why it 
says in Acts 10:45 “The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.” 
 
And in Acts 11:15-17 when Peter is explaining to the Jews in Jerusalem what happened with the Gentiles, he 
told them, “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. Then I 
remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.’ So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to 
think that I could oppose God?” 
 
Those in Cornelius’ household received the Spirit like the apostles did but they didn’t receive the power as 
the apostles did, they were only given the gift of tongues. Why were they given this gift?  For their benefit? 
No! For Peter’s benefit? No! It wasn’t for Peter’s benefit because remember he already had the vision and 
the vision was explained to him and he understood what it meant. But like I said a moment ago Peter didn’t 
go to Cornelius’ house alone. 
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Acts 11:12 “The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went 
with me, and we entered the man's house.” The gift was a divine demonstration to those six Jewish brothers 
that God had accepted the Gentiles into the church and those six Jews brothers would be witnesses to that 
fact, but that’s not Holy Spirit baptism. They didn’t have the power to heal the sick and raise the dead like 
the apostles had. 
 
Joel’s statement that God would pour out His Spirit on “all people” applied to the outpouring on the apostles 
and the other Jews in Acts 2 and also Cornelius’ household, the Gentiles in Acts 10. In other words, all who 
would obey the Gospel of Christ. 
 
If there is one thing I would like you to get from this lesson today it’s this, Holy Spirit baptism was 
exclusive to the apostles. It was to prepare the apostles for their apostolic roles, not their role as Christians. 
What happened in Acts 10 was to provide a divine demonstration that the Gentiles could become Christians, 
it was part of the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy, but it wasn’t Holy Spirit baptism. Now there are other 
people in the New Testament who were able to work miracles and speak in tongues and we can’t ignore that. 
 
But I believe the Bible clearly teaches that the only other way to receive miraculous capability was through 
“the laying on of the apostle’s hands” but again that wasn’t Holy Spirit baptism. And we are going to look at 
that the next time we are together. 
 
But for now let me ask you a question, how do you know you have the Holy Spirit within you? How do you 
know the Spirit of God is within you? Let’s be like the people who lived in the region of the Gerasenes. You 
know that place where the man who was possessed with an evil spirit lived in the tombs. In Mark 5 when 
Jesus asked the evil spirit its name, he said, “Legion, for we are many.” 
 
And so Jesus drives them out of the man and sends them into some pigs as they requested and many of the 
town’s people came out to see what was going on. Mark 5:15 says, “When they came to Jesus, they saw the 
man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they 
were afraid.” Let’s be like that man, let’s keep in our right minds and be honest with ourselves and see what 
the Bible teaches. 
 
In Acts 2 when the Jews finally understood that they had killed the Messiah, a number of them asked Peter 
and the other apostles, “Brothers what shall we do?” Peter said in Acts 2:38 “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” 
 
Now what was the gift? Was it the ability to heal people? Was it the gift of speaking in an unlearned 
language? No! The gift was the Holy Spirit Himself, living in you. You see at your baptism you were given 
the Holy Spirit as a gift. The Bible says in 2 Timothy 1:14 “Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to 
you--guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.” 
 
But how do you know He is in you? The only way you know you have the Holy Spirit dwelling within you, 
a part from the fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5:22+23 is because the Bible tells us so. 2 
Corinthians 5:4-7 “For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be 
unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 
Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing 
what is to come. Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight.” 
 
Apart from the fruit of the Spirit, the only way to know we have God’s Spirit dwelling within us is by faith. 
He’s not going to speak to you directly like some people claim happens to them, but He speaks to you 
through God’s word. He’s not going to make you do something, you don’t want to do but He will work on 
your conscience to help you overcome sin. 
 
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” You can’t 
see God but you know He exists by faith, we can’t hear or see or feel the Holy Spirit living within us but we 
know He does live in us by faith. 
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Now some people want to think or feel as though God is touching them, but that’s because they want to live 
by sight and feelings, not by faith. They only believe if they see or feel a presence in their lives, they say, 
“God show me a miracle and I’ll believe, show me a sign God and I’ll believe, give me the gift of tongues 
and I’ll believe.” And so because that is what they want, God gives it to them. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 “The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan 
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those 
who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God 
sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have 
not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness”. 
 
They refuse to love the truth and so be saved, all they want is the appearance of religion, and so they will 
perish. Now please don’t think that God isn’t giving them any choice, because He is. When Paul says that, 
‘God will send them a powerful delusion’, what he means is that God allows them to be deceived because of 
their own rejection of the truth. 
 
Loved ones real Christians live by faith not by feelings. Holy Spirit baptism was for a few unique people, 
the apostles and no one today will experience Holy Spirit baptism because it served its purpose in preparing 
the apostles for their work in sharing the truth about God and building up the church. 
 
No one today will experience what Cornelius’ household experienced in the way they received the Spirit 
before they were baptised because that fulfilled the prophecy of Joel in providing a divine demonstration 
that the Gentiles could become Christians. 
 
For those of you who aren’t Christians, that same gift is available to you today. All you need to do is step 
out in faith and be obedient to the Gospel according to Christ. The Bible doesn’t say that you will receive a 
miraculous gift at your baptism, but it says you will receive something even more miraculous and that’s 
God’s Holy Spirit living within you, God in you. 


