“Who's talking to who?” (9)

We are going to look at a subject in the Bible, which saderhave a lot of misunderstanding in the world
today, a subject that many people would rather stay &way And I think the reason for that is because
they don’t want to be recognised or be seen to have agyitihcommon with other religious groups around
them. We are going to look at the Holy Spirit, espécialreference to Holy Spirit baptism. And later we
are going to ask these questionbat was Holy Spirit baptism? What was its purposevemal was it for?

| heard a story about a woman who reported for her tsiiydinal examination that consisted‘gks / No’
type questions.

So she took her seat in the examination hall and shstarstd at the question paper for five minutes, and
then in a fit of inspiration she takes her purse outpx@® a coin and starts tossing the coin and marking the
answer sheét'es’ for Heads antNo’ for Tails. Within half an hour she is finished, whexréae rest of the
class is sweating it out. During the last few minuths,is seen desperately throwing the coin, muttering and
sweating. The examiner, who was alarmed, approachedthersked what is going on. She sdidinished

the exam in half an hour, but I’'m rechecking my answers.’

And the point is, | think it is good for us to recheck oumaars about what the Bible actually says about
Holy Spirit baptism. So let me go ahead and askwioat was Holy Spirit baptism®ell thefirst allusion to
Holy Spirit baptism is found in the words of John tlagtiser inVatthew 3when he was confronted by the
Pharisees and the Sadducees.

He told them ifVatthew 3:11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. &ter me will come one who is
more powerful than I, whose sandals | am not fit toycdde will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with
fire.” Now the first thing we need to notice is that Johmaistalking to Christians here, he’s speaking to
Jews. And we also need to remember that this promisétviasaveryone, it was for a specific people.

It's important for us to ask the questiaviio was John referring to here? Who was this promigdriaJohn
14-16Jesus made severglecificpromises to thepostlesconcerning the coming of the Spirit. His apostles
were worried about how they would handle themselves \dbsus went back to the Father. They were
worried about what they would say when they went intosynagogues and met with the Jewish leaders.
They were worried about remembering the things Jesus shidiose and taught them. And so Jesus tells
them thatheywill receive the Spirit, and Jesus calls Him tBemforter or Counsellor,in John 14:26.

Now let’s fast-forward a few more days, to the poinemehJesus has just appeared to His disciples after His
resurrection and He is gettingemready fortheir work ahead before He ascends back to headvese

24:45-49 “Then he opened their minds so they could understasttiptures. He told them, “This is what

is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from tead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginnidgrasalem. You are witnesses of these things. |
am going to send you what my Father has promised; buinstiag city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”

Jesus has just openkds apostle’sminds so thathey could understand the Scriptures. He tald apostles
what the Scriptures meant concerning His death, burialesugirection. And He toldlis apostlesvhatthey
were to preach and teach, which was repentance and foegazeAnd he also tottiemthattheywere going
to bewitnessesand where to start doing that. Now let me ask ydhg is speaking to who®ell, Jesus is
speaking tdis apostleand that’s very important.

But there was something else that happened just before asended that is very much overlooked by a lot
of people. Jesus done something else at this tirkiestapostleghat we need to take note of. At the same
time when Jesus was tellifs apostleghattheywere going to bevithessesand receivgowerfrom on

high in Jerusalem.

The Bible says idohn 20:21-23Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Fathgishat me, | am
sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and $aeteive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone
his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive themytdwe not forgiven.”
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The Bible tells us that Jesus breathed on tiow what's happening her&fw there is no indication here
that the apostles at this time received the Holy Spibelieve that Jesus wagmbolicallyassuring them
that what He had promiseédemwould occur. But these promises weretfor apostlesoncerning the Holy
Spirit would come upothemwith power. Well, another question needs to be asketyower them to do
what?

| heard a story about a woman who was waiting for ingrdppointment in the reception room of a new
dentist; she noticed his certificate, which bore theisisnfull name. Suddenly, she remembered that a tall
boy with the same name had been in her high schoal stase 40 years ago. But when she saw him she
quickly discarded any such thought. This balding, grey-hairad with the deeply lined face was too old to
have been her classmate. After he had examined hiey sbetasked him if he had attended the local high
school.'Yes,” he replied:When did you graduate®he asked. He answerdd, 1957."” ‘Why, you were in

my class!’she exclaimed. He looked at her closely and then a8kiédt did you teach?’

And the point is that the Holy Spirit would empowee apostleto teach and to do the work of apostle
Theywould be able to remember therdsJesus had spokentiteem Theywould be able to speak with the
authority of Jesus and be told what to say and howtd by the Holy Spirit. Theywould be able to write
down the New Testament by inspiration of the Holy &f#o why did they receive the power@ be
witnesse®f Christ so that they could launch the Christialigion and give it the best possible start it could
have.

Now there are many religious groups today who practicaked Holy Spirit baptism. And some say that
they don’t need the Bible anymore because the Holy Spiiites them and tells them what to say. After all
Jesus did say idohn 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, liggwide you into all truth. He will
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he headshanwill tell you what is yet to come.”

But think about that for a moment, if this appliecatoChristiansthen that would mean thatl Christians
ought to have been personally guidedo all truth”. And if that were the case there wouldrimeneedor
the Scripturegoday because Jesus saidamn 14:26 “But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whomFagher
will send in my name, will teach you all things andl vémind you of everything | have said to you.”

And again if that were the case then we may as wealligh our Bibles in the bin because according to these
people the Holy Spirit will tell us everything we need towrmabout God. He will quote book, chapter and
verse when we talk to people about Jesus.

| remember studying with a man who used to be a memtbeBfethrenbut is now a member of a
charismatic group and he claimed that he received the $otyt baptism. And | asked him how he
managed to get from being a member ofhethrento a charismatic group. He told me th&tod told him

to go and join this groupAnd | asked how God told him and he s&lhd told him through His word.”’

Now this intrigued me, so | asked him to show me whesaid in the Bible that he was to leave one group
to join this other group.

He couldn’t remember the exact Scripture but he Saidas somewhere in the book of DeuterononThe

first thing | thought of was that the Holy Spirit miogt on holiday since he couldn’t remember the Scripture
reference. But he saidt was the part in Deuteronomy where God said, in & pf the Jubilee you should
leave this group and join this other grouddw he’s actually referring tbeviticus 25where God is

speaking to Moses about what the Israelites have to da thiey are in the Promised Land.

Now loved ones, | haven’t got a clue how he could ctoribat conclusion after readihgviticus 25 but
that’s what he firmly believes. But after talking witlrhfor a little while longer, | finally understood why
he moved from one religious group to another. Thereasson for moving wasn’'t because God told him to
but because he didn't like the rules of the Brethren.

You see in some Brethren congregations the women anueh are separated in worship, you have men on
one side and women on the other side. His wife wadoivad to sit with her husband but in this new
group, his wife could do as much as the men did and $itheit husband.
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Now isn't it interesting when anyone who claims Go&tdlem to go somewhere, it's never somewhere
they don’t want to go to anyway! Which shows us thatespaople are not really looking for the truth but
for a religion that suits their needs. But my poirthis, people will claim anything that sounds remotely
religious, if it suits their needs.

Incidentally that very same man | was studying wittezhup with cancer a couple of years ago and died
but he died needlessly because he believed in the pd\weryer to heal, he refused any medicine or
treatment.

Some people today totally ignore the fact that the mewf Holy Spirit baptism was for tleostlesnot for
everyone who claims to be a Christian. So to helpittsaur understanding, let me take you on a trip
through theBook of Acts Now I'm going to share with you a lot of Scripture btiihk it's essential
because | really want to show you that Holy Spirit saptwas for thexpostlesand theapostleonly.

Turn your Bibles toActs 1.Luke tells us inActs 1:4+5 “On one occasion, while he was eating vigmt, he
gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, butfevaite gift my Father promised, which you
have heard me speak about. For John baptized with veatan a few days you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.”

Now notice Jesus was eating wittemand He gavéhemthe command to stay in Jerusaléyow who is
“‘them”? Well, they are thepostlesA little further down inActs 1:8Jesus tells them, the apostlés,it you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on yang you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the e&ahiri other words thgowerof the Holy Spirit which
came orthem would enablehem the apostlgsto witnessto the world, what they had experienced whilst
being with Jesus.

Now was that promise fulfilled?believe it was, following on ircts 2:4 “All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as tha& &pabled them.” Acts 2:6-8 “When they heard
this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, beaach one heard them speaking in his own
language. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it
that each of us hears them in his own native language?”

It was theapostleavho were first to speak in tongues, and the miraculagiss &nd wonders, which we
spoke about a few weeks ago, were done byplstlesActs 2:43 “Everyone was filled with awe, and
many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apbstles

Acts 5:12 “The apostles performed many miraculous signs andevs among the people. And all the
believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade.”

Acts 15:12 “The whole assembly became silent as thnked to Barnabas and Paul telling about the
miraculous signs and wonders God had done among thed&sehtibugh them.”

Now loved ones, I'm no Biblical scholar but the Biblearly teaches that Holy Spirit baptism happened to
theapostlesNow before you start shouting outhat abouticts 10and Cornelius’ household¥ell, that’s
a good point, so let’'s go ahead and take a look at wragwiag on there. We begin our understanding of
what’s going on here igoel 2:28vhere God saysAnd afterward, | will pour out my Spirit oall people.”

God says there was a time coming when His Spirit wilpbured out on all peopldow did that time
come? believe it did, inActs 2 after theapostlegeceived thepowerof the Holy Spirit andheybegan to
speak in tongues.

It says inActs 2:12-16 “Amazed and perplexed, they asked one anoWegt“does this mean?” Some,
however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too mimeh” Then Peter stood up with the Eleven,
raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jewalboflyou who live in Jerusalem, let me explain
this to you; listen carefully to what | say. These raemnot drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the
morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel.”
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And then Peter goes on and quotes fimral 2:28ff,so that time of God’s outpouring of His Spirit did
happen, but my question is thighom did it happen to? Did it happen literally to all pleagr just a few
people?

Some people like to believe it did to happen to all pedypiePeter tells us iActs 5:32that God gives this
gift “to those who obey Him"So what Joel's prophecy meant was thdt who accepted Jesus as the
Christ and submitted to Him in obedience would also rec@d’s gift of the Holy Spirit. That’s why he
said inActs 2:39 “The promise is for you and your children and fowlko are far off--for all whom the
Lord our God will call.”’And that's why we know that God'’s gift of the Spiritaigailable to all, even today
because he said that the promise was rtad@u and your children’

In other words it was available to the Jews who wisterling then anthnd to all who are afar offvhich

was the non-Jews, or Gentiles. It was availabledsdlwho would be obedient to the Gospel of Christ. So
God’s outpouring of His Spirit began with the firstes to be obedient, tlgostlesand then the other Jews
in Acts 2:41

| heard a story a woman who woke up, and told her husbgust, dreamed you gave me a pearl necklace
for Valentine’s Day. What do you think it means?’ ‘Youtllow tonight,’he said. That evening, her
husband came home with a package and gave it to his wiiighiel, she opened it, to find a book entitled,
‘The Meaning of Dreams.’

And the point is that we need to look to what the 8sgdys so that we can understand what God means
when He saysall people”.In Acts 2:1-4it was theapostlesvho received the Holy Spirit withowerjust
like we saw a moment ago, which was Holy Spirit bapt&nd so inActs 2:41where it says;Those who
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thewesanadded to their number that dag/é

find that outpouring of God’s Spirit continuing, but thaisn’t Holy Spirit baptism. Because those who
were baptised into Christ that day didn’t receivepgbeerlike the apostles did, and that’s important to
remember.

They received the Holy Spirit like you and | did whenweaxe baptised, but Peter says that the Gentiles in
Acts 10also received the Spirit like they diéicts 10:44-48 “While Peter was still speaking these words, the
Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. Tioeiwicised believers who had come with Peter were
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had beeuarpd out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them
speaking in tongues and praising God.”

Now notice that they were given the gift of the HBlyirit in Acts 10but they still weren't saved, they still
didn’t have the Holy Spirit indwelling within them. Thatvhy Peter went on to say #cts 10:47+48 “Can
anyone keep these people from being baptized with watey?ldve received the Holy Spirit just as we
have.” So he ordered that they be baptized in the nadesas Christ.”

Now who are thewve’? The Jews who because Christiandats 2:41? No! | believe he’s referring to the
apostles imActs 2:4.The way they received the gift wasn't a regular evetii@énearly church, the Gentiles
being given the Spirit before they were baptised was afimxperience, for one purpose. And that was to
show the Jews who were with Peter that the Gentite welcomed into the kingdom of God. That's why it
says inActs 10:45 “The circumcised believers who had come witerReere astonished that the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.”

And in Acts 11:15-1Avhen Peter is explaining to the Jews in Jerusalent adgpened with the Gentiles, he
told them,“As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on thereakad come on us at the beginning. Then |
remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with wateyou will be baptized with the Holy

Spirit.” So if God gave them the same gift as he gayavhbe believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | to
think that | could oppose God?”

Those in Cornelius’ household received the Spirit likeegpostles did but theydn’t receive the poweas

the apostles did, they were only given the gift of tongWésy were they given this gift? For their benefit?
No! For Peter’s benefitRo! It wasn’t for Peter’s benefit because remember ha@yréad the vision and
the vision was explained to him and he understood whagaint. But like | said a moment ago Peter didn’t
go to Cornelius’ house alone.



5
Acts 11:12 “The Spirit told me to have no hesitationulgming with them. These six brothers also went
with me, and we entered the man's hou$lg gift was a divinelemonstrationo thosesix Jewishbrothers
that God had accepted the Gentiles into the churchhaseix Jewsbrotherswould be witnesses to that
fact, but that’s not Holy Spirit baptism. They didhdve the power to heal the sick and raise the dead like
the apostles had.

Joel's statement that God would pour out His Spiritadnpeople” applied to the outpouring on theostles
and the othedewsin Acts 2and alsaCornelius’ householdhe Gentilesin Acts 10.In other wordsall who
would obey the Gospel of Christ.

If there is one thing | would like you to get from thésson today it's this, Holy Spirit baptism was

exclusive to thepostleslt was to prepare thegpostledor their apostolic roles, not their role as Christians.
What happened iActs 10was to provide divine demonstratiothat the Gentiles could become Christians,
it was part of the fulfilment of Joel's prophecy, buvasn’'t Holy Spirit baptism. Now there are other

people in the New Testament who were able to work nesaahd speak in tongues and we can’t ignore that.

But | believe the Bible clearly teaches that the onheptvay to receive miraculous capability was through
“the laying on of the apostle’s handsit again that wasn’t Holy Spirit baptism. And we avéng to look at
that the next time we are together.

But for now let me ask you a questitnow do you know you have the Holy Spirit within you#do you
know the Spirit of God is within youZet's be like the people who lived in the region of @erasenes. You
know that place where the man who was possessed méhilaspirit lived in the tombs. IMark 5when
Jesus asked the evil spirit its name, he saifjion, for we are many.”

And so Jesus drives them out of the man and sends thesoime pigs as they requested and many of the
town'’s people came out to see what was goindvank 5:15says,"When they came to Jesus, they saw the
man who had been possessed by the legion of demoing) Bigre, dressed and in his right mind; and they
were afraid.”Let’s be like that man, let’s keep in our right minds bBachonest with ourselves and see what
the Bible teaches.

In Acts 2when the Jews finally understood that they had kitedMessiah, a number of them asked Peter
and the other apostlégrothers what shall we doPeter said if\cts 2:38 “Repent and be baptized, every
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgige of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the

Holy Spirit.”

Now what was the gift? Was it the ability to heal pe@plvas it the gift of speaking in an unlearned
language™No! The gift was the Holy Spirit Himself, living in yo.ou see at your baptism you were given
the Holy Spirit as a gift. The Bible saysanTimothy 1:14 “Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to
you--guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who liviesus.”

But how do you know He is in yourhe only way you know you have the Holy Spirit dwellinghian you,

a part from the fruit of the Spirit mentionedGalatians 5:22+2% because the Bible tells us go.

Corinthians 5:4-7 “For while we are in this tent, we graad are burdened, because we do not wish to be
unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, abwlnat is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
Now it is God who hamade us for this very purpose and has given us the Sparilegosit, guaranteeing
what is to come. Therefore we are always confidenkao@ that as long as we are at home in the body we
are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight.

Apart from the fruit of the Spirit, the only way tadw we have God’s Spirit dwelling within us is by faith.
He’s not going to speak to you directly like some peog@éarchappens to them, but He speaks to you
through God'’s word. He’s not going to make you do something, gait @want to do but He will work on
your conscience to help you overcome sin.

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hopeafat certain of what we do not se¥gu can't
see God but you know He exists by faith, we can’t heaeeror feel the Holy Spirit living within us but we
know He does live in us by faith.
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Now some people want to think or feel as though Goalushing them, but that’s because they want to live
by sight and feelings, not by faith. They only believindy see or feel a presence in their lives, they say,
“God show me a miracle and I'll believe, show megmssod and I'll believe, give me the gift of tongues
and I'll believe.” And so because that is what they want, God gives itetm.th

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 “The coming of the lawless one wilhlaccordance with the work of Satan
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signd avonders, and in every sort of evil that deceivesethos
who are perishing. They perish because they refused tdhHeveuth and so be saved. For this reason God
sends them a powerful delusion so that they will belibedie and so that all will be condemned who have
not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness”.

They refuse to love the truth and so be saved, allwaay is the appearance of religion, and so they will
perish. Now please don't think that God isn’t giving them emyice, because He is. When Paul says that,
‘God will send them a powerful delusignvhat he means is that God allows them to be deceesalibe of
their own rejection of the truth.

Loved ones real Christians live by faith not by feelingsly Spirit baptism was for a few unique people,
the apostleand no one today will experience Holy Spirit baptismabee it served its purpose in preparing
theapostledor their work in sharing the truth about God and bonddup the church.

No one today will experience wha@brnelius’ householéxperienced in the way they received the Spirit
before they were baptised because that fulfilled the poypdieloelin providing a divine demonstration
that the Gentiles could become Christians.

For those of you who aren’t Christians, that sanfteigyavailable to you today. All you need to do is step
out in faith and be obedient to the Gospel accordingtisC The Bible doesn’t say that you will receive a
miraculous gift at your baptism, but it says you willese something even more miraculous and that’s
God’s Holy Spirit living within you, God in you.



