“What a Fellowship” (2)

We are continuing our study dack to basicsand today | want us to try and understand what we mean
what we calfFellowship’. We are going to look at what we ctdllowshipand what we callisfellowship
this morning.

There was a family who always ate together at mexlst and after a meal one night, everyone was sitting
around the table chatting. Four-year-old Hillary wasngjton her grandfather's knee. She asks him sweetly,
“Grandpa, can you make a noise like a froGPanddad replied\What?” Hillary again asked;Can you

make a noise like a frog®Branddad said\Why do you want me to make a noise like a frobfitary
replied,“"Well, last night daddy said that when you croak we chgato Disneyland.”

And the point is most people think of fellowship, in termsitiing together eating a meal around a table or
what we call a fellowship meal, or just simply spendinge together. But really our fellowship is far more
than that, it's deeper than that, because our fellowsdspo begin with God.

Now remember the meaning of the worelowship”, it the Greek wordkoinonia’ (koy-nown-ee’-ahand
it meando partake, to have communion with, the idea of sharimgmmon and that will help us with our
understanding of dis-fellowship.

Genesis 3:8 “Then the man and his wife heard the southg @fORD God as he was walkingthe garden
in the cool of the day.Now please note before we go on, that the text doeag’that God physically
walked around in the Garden with Adam and Eve, the tgstiseey heard the sound of God walking in the
garden. There is nothing in the text to suggest they ever walked mahand with God as some hymns
suggest.

Anyway Adam and Eve enjoyed amazing fellowship with Godenbginning because the Lord was in
their midst. God was with them, but after they had digetd&sod and ate from the tree of knowledge of
good and evil, they were thrown out of the Garden of EAed so they lost that amazing fellowship they
once enjoyed with God in the beginning.

Now God always wanted a personal relationship withpdple. And so from the days of the tabernacle
where God met His people, all the way through to the dagfze temple where God dwelt among His
people, God wanted to be with His people. And when an apgelared to Joseph and said about Mary in
Matthew 1:23he said,The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a spand they will call him
Immanuel” --which means, “God with usAhd so God came among us in the form of Jesus likedalet
at last week and dwelt among His people once more.

Now let me ask yolthow does God live among His people today? How do yothgepersonal relationship
with God todayMatthew 28:19 “Therefore go and make disciples of albmatibaptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

You see, when you baptise someone in the name ottherrand of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. It's not
just done with the authority of what the Bible calls thodhead, but you are being baptised into the three in
one. In other words, you are baptised into the propdiaedhip with God.

And on the Day of Pentecost when the first Gospehgsarwas preached and the people there wanted to
know what to do to have that proper relationship witld Gdhey asked ircts 2:37+38 “Brothers, what
shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptizedy evex of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gifthe Holy Spirit.”

And so these men, the men who thought that God only shimethe temple and had no personal relationship
with God, received a personal relationship with God. Yeuas@ur baptism, it was our past sins which
were taken of.

God wiped the slate clean, but notice Peter also ‘saidl, you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
That’'s where it happens, that's where God comes to duwal.iAnd there is no other way to have
fellowship with God, except through baptism.



That's what Paul was trying to tell the Galatian churcBalatians 3:26-28 “You are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who weaptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave rew,fmale nor female, for you are all one in Chrisugg

In other words, it doesn’t matter who you are or wlyene come from, you enter into that relationship with
God the same way, through your baptism. Because ibigrdiaptism, where our sin problem is dealt with.
Romans 6:3+4 “Don't you know that all of us who were bagtiat Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? We were therefore buried with him through baptissndeath in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we toolmeay new life.”

Paul says because we have been buried with Christ inaptism, we too have the promise of a new life.
And a part of that new life involves, God with us, Godsnand fellowship with God.

Now we talk a lot about the Holy Spirit dwelling in ust lvhat about Jesus and the Father? What did Jesus
says inJohn 14:23*If anyone loves me, he will keep my word. Then my Eathill love him, and we will
go to him and make our home within him.”

In some mysterious way which we can'’t really undemsdtave have the Godhead dwelling within us, but
that’s how our fellowship with God begins. It beginsdayng what Jesus asks us to do and when we're
obedient to His words by being immersed into Christ, G&dg up residence in our bodies.

When Paul is warning the church in Corinth about sexnalarality he reminds them i Corinthians 6:19
“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of theykgirit, who is in you, whom you have received
from God?”

And please don't think for one moment that you can beliowship with God just by believing in His
name. Don'’t think you can be in fellowship with God jnetause you were christened as a baby, that’s not
what the Bible teaches.

Romans 3:22-26aysThis righteousness is given through faith in Jesussttwiall who believe. There is
no difference between Jew and Gentile, for all haweesl and fall short of the glory of God, and all are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption thatechy Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his bloadsetreceived by faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbednaritad left the sins committed beforehand
unpunished—nhe did it to demonstrate his righteousness at tlemfptiese, so as to be just and the one who
justifies those who have faith in Jesus.”

Do you know what Paul is sayingfe’s saying everyone has a sin problem and the only wayréothat sin
problem is through the death of His Son Jesiuss 3:4-7 “But when the kindness and love of God our
Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of righteouswkiigsl done, but because of his mercy. He
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by theStarit, whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, hagergjbstified by his grace, we might become
heirs having the hope of eternal life.”

One translation says thiswerse 7, “This is how we have been made ngitih God.” You see there had to
be a death, not only Christ’s death on the cross, louleath in obedience to ChriBtomans 6:6+7 “For we
know that our old self was crucified with him so that boely of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin- because anyone aghdiéd has been freed from sin.”

| heard of one guy in Africa when he was baptising sar@ebe would always sa¥,kill you in the name
of Jesus.”

We died at our baptism and it's not you who lives any lobgeé Christ who is living in you. We killed off
that old nature and clothed ourselves with a new nafeehave a relationship with God, which is far better
than the one Adam and Eve had. We have a relationshig@eihwhich is far better than the one the Jews
had with the tabernacle and the temple. We havdaav&hip with God that no other religion in the world
can claim, God in us, God dwelling in our bodies.
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Now I'm struggling to put what I'm saying into words, loved sneutcan you try and imagine that for a
moment?ut of the entire universe, and everything God creatednatitiait universe, God chose to live our
heart. He wants to have fellowship with the very pewagle constantly let Him down and sent His Son to
the cross.

And even the One we sent to the cross longs to haweeviHip with usl John 1:3+4ays,"We proclaim to
you what we have seen and heard, so that you also anvayféilowship with us. And our fellowship is with
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We wrigetthmake our joy complete.”

First and foremost our fellowship is with God, which Had® possible through the sacrifice of His Son on a
tree at Calvary. And we take that sacrifice for grastmadetimesgdon’t we?We take for granted our
relationship with God, because we forget just how mucbst God to make that relationship possible. And
that’'s one reason why, when we partake of the Lord’s Sugymey week, Jesus tells us‘foo this in
remembrance of me.”

And like | said at the beginning, that’s one of the meanofghe wordellowship, it means to partake, to
have communion with, the idea of sharing in common.avéeto remember His sacrifice; remember it took
the blood of an innocent man to wash our sins away.

Biographers ofenelontell us that he lived in such intimate fellowship withd3bat his very face shinned.
Lord Peterboroughwho was a sceptic, was obliged to stay the niglt iith at an inn. In the morning he
rushed away and saif | stay another night with that man, | shall b€hristian in spite of myself!”

And that’s one of the things we need to remember aboutod living within us, people should see God in
our lives and hear God in us in the way we talk. Havingviedhip with God should affect our lives to such
an extent that people should see Jesus shinning out o¢cause if people aren’t seeing Jesus in our lives
and hearing Him in our speech, that’s probably becauseithangroblem.

Which brings me to my next poititere are times when our fellowship needs to cease.

| heard a story about a little boy callgtephenhe was in his first year at high school, and he detrates
how really practical school children could be. He slippethée hall at school and skinned his knee. A gym
teacher attempted psychological first aid and said to‘fiternember, big boys don't cry, Sonngteve
replied by saying;l'm not going to cry, I'm going to sue!”

And many people treat the word of God like that, thé&g things to the extreme. I've heard of people being
dis-fellowshipped because they never get to worship on tineeheard of people being dis-fellowshipped
because they didn’t agree with the preacher. You sefellbwshipping is all about preserving the purity of
the church.

The Hebrew writer reminds us that Christians musbvokfter holiness irlebrews 12:14. 1 John 4:6-13
reminds us that Christians must love one anotheinesians 4:8eminds us that Christians must live in the
bond of peace with each other.

And so the church must strive for these things and mioguard against anything which will influence our
goals. And so if we're going preserve the purity of therch, we need to be on our guard against things like
false doctrine, division, strive and impurity. Becauseuhimate goal of the church is the salvation of souls.

Paul tells us that iRhilippians 2:12-13 “Therefore, my dear friends, as you héways obeyed—not only
in my presence, but now much more in my absence—corttnwerk out your salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to acorder to fulfill his good purpose.”

Yes dis-fellowshipping someone is never a pleasant experibut there are times when it needs to be done,
because their soul is at staBeit what would constitute reasons for being dis-felloywsédNow | can

think of at leastix examplesvithin the New Testament but that doesn’t mean theytsr only reasons,
sometimes there are principles set out within tlsdsexamples

Thefirst examplewe find within the New Testament is a passage whichyewe is pretty familiar with.
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Matthew 18:15-17 “If your brother sins against you, go, showhinfault between you and him alone. If

he listens to you, you have gained back your brother. Bt dfoesn’t listen, take one or two more with you,
that at the mouth of two or three witnesses every wtay be established. If he refuses to listen to thelin, t
it to the assembly. If he refuses to hear the asseatdaby let him be to you as a Gentile or a tax ctilet
Here Jesus gives the example that a person may end ugli@igpwshipped if they have malice against a
fellow Christian which doesn’t get solved.

Thesecond examplis found inRomans 16:17 “Now | beg you, brothers, look out for those arle causing
the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to tltride which you learned, and turn away from
them.”Here Paul tells us that a person who causes divisida@sn't stop, may end up being
disfellowshipped.

Thethird examplds found inl Corinthians Swhich we’re not going to read for time sakes, but dedls
the topic of immorality. And here we see a man whe lvéng immorally, basically he was having sexual
relations with his father’s wife and so he had to isefellowshipped from the church in Corinth.

Thefourth examplas found in2 Thessalonians 2:6 “Now we command you, brothers, inghesrof our

Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw yourselves fromyeliesther who walks in rebellion, and not after the
tradition which they received from udWalking in rebellion basically meamglking out of stefand if we
keep it in its context we see that it is applied to¢hebko are lazy gossips.

Thefifth exampleis found in1 Timothy 1:20 “Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom | deliveredatar§ that
they might be taught not to blasphemidére the apostle Paul tells us thatmenaeuand Alexanderwere
dis-fellowshipped for blasphemy.

And finally thesixth examplds found inActs 20:30 “Men will arise from among your own selves, kpea
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after thAmd’so anyone who teaches false doctrine may
eventually be disfellowshipped.

Now those are justix exampledut please don'’t think they are the only reasons for soenbeing dis-
fellowshipped, like | said, there are principles withingh@xamples. Now I'm aware that this is not a happy
subject but if we're to preach the truth, the whole tantl nothing but the truth we cannot ignore this part
of the Bible teachings.

Now how we go about the process of dis-fellowshippomgeone must be Scriptural because the manner of
carrying out a matter often determines its effect. Angesy often Scriptural discipline becomes
unscriptural because it's carried out in an unscripturainea

We need to have the right motives for carrying out atioas, for example, ipersonal grievancdhe

object should be to gain a brother backlViasthew 18:1%ells us. Inpublic grievanceshe motive should be
to restore the Christian gently @silatians 6:1andJames 5:19-2tells us. But in all cases the motive should
be edification not destruction aske 9:51-5@ells us.

And so disfellowshipping must be carried out with the rigbtives but also in a spirit on lovéolossians
3:13 “Bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, ifraag has a complaint against any; even as
Christ forgave you, so you also do.”

Now when | said that it needs to be carried out Scrifpjpitanean it needs to be carried out strictly
according to the teachings we find within the New Testan#ggdin inpublic grievance®aul says that the
offender should be properly warned firstlif hessalonians 5:1And according toritus 3:10the offender
must be rebuked at least twice.

In private grievancedf the offender thinks they have committed an ofeeagainst another, they must go
and rectify it, according tdatthew 5:23+24We looked atViatthew 18:15-14a moment ago and Jesus
reminds us thahe offended one must go to the offender, if he witllisben, he is to take witnesses, if this
is not effective, he must take it to the church.
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In other words it then becomegablic matterand if the offender does not listen to the church, then
must be disfellowshipped. Corinthians 5:4+Says,"So when you are assembled and | am with you in
spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, tlaadnan over to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the ddlgeot.ord.”

Now | know this tough to exercise at times, but everythegeps to be carried out scripturally, with the right
motives but the whole church must be involved with th@sien. Think about the effects of
disfellowshipping someone, because they are far reachingustveead irMatthew 18:17hat they are to be
treated as a heathen man and a publican.

Romans 16:17ells us that they are to be avoidédCorinthians 5:2ells us that they are to be taken out of
the assemblyl Corinthians 5:1&and2 Thessalonians 3:1élls us that we can’'t keep company or even eat
with them.2 John 9-11ells us that we shouldn’t assist them in any way.

But every member of the church has to treat them tine seay,why?Because the Bible says so and we
cannot and must not give them any hint that we are apprdwmgaictionsBut what'’s the point of dis-
fellowshipping someone?

| know people who have received letters informing thernttiey have been dis-fellowshipped from the
church and they haven't even been in a meeting of ¢ind’$_church for five years. There is a huge
difference between someone living sinfully, causindestn the church and someone who just simply
doesn’t come anymore.

How can you dis-fellowship someone who hasn't attendethémths? Have they not already
disfellowshipped themselves from the church? Is it aefaending them to the eternal flames and leaving
them to it? What if they are married to another Ciam& How are they supposed to deal with their spouse?

| mean there are times when we have to use common IseasgelovesBut for the most part surely God
wouldn’t leave us in the dark about such an important Béleecannot treat them with some sort of self-
righteousness or malice, the motive behind it is fourftlimessalonians 3:14+15, “Take special note of
anyone who does not obey our instruction in this leRernot associate with them, in order that they may
feel ashamed. Yet do not regard them as an enemy, bathean as you would a fellow believer”.

Paul says the motivation behind disfellowshipping soméoeanply to make the offender ashamed but
with the hope of bringing them more rapidly to repecgarBut at all times, and notice this, Paul says, we
have to remember they are still your brother or sist&hrist. Disciplining someone through means of
disfellowship is not the end goal of the church lovedspnestoration is the end goal.

And what a joyous occasion that is when someone \aldeen disfellowshipped returns to the féldn’'t

the angels in heaven rejoice when a sinner rep®vkgh the apostle Paul writes his second letter to the
church in Corinth about the man who was disfellowstdppes get an insight to the churches reaction when
someone returns. He say2itCorinthians 2:7+8 “Now instead, you ought to forgive and ooinfim, so

that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrawgé you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.”

When a person returns to the fold, there are to be no gradge#-righteousness, just simply forgiveness
and love. Because if we don't, then Satan will havield Blay, not only with those who have returned but
also with the church as a whole.

Because Paul continues4rCorinthians 2:10+1&and says,Anyone you forgive, | also forgive. And what |
have forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I havegieen in the sight of Christ for your sake, in
order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are notvaraof his schemes.”

A person is not dis-fellowshipped forever, it's not agreal sentence, they need to go and realise what they
have done as being wrong. And when they come to thaatanh, they can repent and return and they will
be saved. So to dis-fellowship someone is to take awagahainunion from them.

It's the idea of not partaking with them anymore, inttfiegs that we once shared in commBuat what
does that say about our fellowship with each other?
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Acts 2:42-44 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ tepahith to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the maogders and signs performed by the apostles. All
the believers were together and had everything in conimon.

Fellowship with each other is a recognition that weaapart of God'’s family. They met together and there
is strength in togetherness and so this simple actefing together bonded them together and was a source
of personal support.

Remember they have just become Christians and were t@bb@talienated from Jewish society. And so not
only were they going to be shunned, but their very livegwew in danger, and so | guess we can say that
the church became their support group. You see whemeg€to fellowship with each other that should be
a time of great joy and encouragement.

In other words, spending time together as a church fahduld be a time we look forward to. A time to be
among those we love and have things in common withoButellowship time together needs to be so good
that the person who has been dis-fellowshipped, wi#kms and miss that support, care and love.

After all would you miss a bunch of people who did nothing but fight?M/gou want to go back to a
place where there was no real love and care for @hen?And so if our fellowship is so good, hopefully
they come to their senses, and realise that theythegsfellow brothers and sisters in the Lord arel/th
miss the company and encouragement from others in the bod

Elisha A. Hoffmanunderstood the importance of fellowship when he writéat a fellowship, what a joy
divine, Leaning on the everlasting arms; What a blessedwdsit a peace is mine, Leaning on the
everlasting arms.”

Yes, we can enjoy fellowship with God and each otherit bakes faith and it takes effort on your behalf
and it takes effort from the people who are sitting nextou today. Our fellowship is not only a privilege
but it is also a gift from God, because it cost Goddsth of His Son in order for us to have fellowship
with Him and each other. Let’s continually enjoy oulofeship together and be ever in fellowship with God
whilst we continue to lean on His everlasting arms.



