“The whole Truth and nothing but the Truth.” (3)

We are continuing our study 6Back to basics’and today we are going to try and understand the authority
of the Bible and also try to understand whetth” is and how important it is to accept and practice the
whole truth and nothing but the truth.

A father wanted to read a magazine but his little gh€IBy, was bothering him. Finally, he tore a sheet out
of his magazine on which was printed a map of the worldiifige# into small pieces, he gave it to Shelby,
and said;Go into the other room and see if you can put this togétAdter a few minutes, Shelby returned
and handed him the map correctly fitted together. Therfatlas surprised and asked her how she had
finished it so quickly*Oh, well you see”she said;On the other side of the paper is a picture of Jesus.
When | got all of Jesus back where He belonged, thewadhie came together”.

And the point of the story is, we need to recognise titieoaity of Jesus and His Word if we truly want to
keep Jesus in the centre of our lives, where He beldmgkto do that we must first recognise thafesus
has all the authority.

In Matthew 28:18vhen Jesus was speaking to His disciples He ‘Sadidauthority in heaven and on earth
has been given to meAnd notice the text say$;ias been’not“will be” but“has been”In other words
God has already given His Son, Jesus, all the authdeityis has the authority to rule, to teach, to forgpve,
judge, and much more.

But a lot of people today don't like that wotalithority” because it is a strong word. It's filled with meaning
and when we hear the wofaluthority” there’s a certain force about that word. There magves a certain
intimidation about that word. We talk about the auties and we rightfully have a sense of respect.

The word“authority” implies permission, it implies privilege, it implipswer, and it implies rule, control,
and influence. When someone has authority that meayisetlie control of other people and they have
responsibility beyond the norm. They are able to deterhings, to decide things, to render judgments, to
exercise certain rights and privileges.

Even at home we say there’s authority resting witHdttger, the parents. In our government there are
authorities, the police and those who govern us. Ist¢heols there are authorities, in business, inabeif
any dimension of life there are authorities. People adnee the privilege, the power, the permission to set
the rules, to determine the judgments and the verdicts.

And so some people don't like the woedithority” and they can’t seem to connect the Saviour with having
such authority. And that's where it breaks down fortafgeople, even for some Christians. Because
people don’t want to or won’t recognise Jesus in that ey don’t see Jesus the way they should see Him.

They see Him as their Saviour but stop short at seeimgald the One who has all authority Aots 10after
Peter had his vision about the Gentiles, he finally upetvith Cornelius and his household. And so Peter
had to explain to them about who Jesus was and how theld dee Him.

Acts 10:41-43 “He was not seen by all the people, but byessigs whom God had already chosen--by us
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the deaccdfhmanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judteediving and the dead. All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receiwagveness of sins through his namArnd once they
understood the authority of Jesus, they accepted thdtemadne Christians. The Jews were forever having
problems accepting Jesus’ authority.

In Luke 5we find a bunch of men who brought a paralytic man omagato Jesus, they couldn’t get in the
front door, so they dismantled a man’s house and loweredthiilmough the roofLuke 5:20-24says,

“When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, yows ane forgiven.” The Pharisees and the teachers of the
law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow wpeaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but
God alone?” Jesus knew what they were thinking and asWéuy are you thinking these things in your
hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiva to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But that you may
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth tgi¥ersins.”
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You see the Jews were accusing Jesus of blasphemy béwayisédn’t want to recognise His authority.
They didn’t believe that Emmanuel was with them, ttiel’t want to believe that God Himself came to
earth, as we saw two weeks ago.

But we also find some people in the Bible who did undedstéis authority, like our faithful friend, the
centurion. InViatthew 8:6-1Che comes to Jesus and sdisyd,” “my servant lies at home paralysed and in
terrible suffering.” Jesus said to him, “l will go and hieah.” The centurion replied, “Lord, | do not deserve
to have you come under my roof. But just say the wamd,my servant will be healed. For | myself am a
man under authority, with soldiers under me. | tel thne, ‘Go,” and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,” and he
comes. | say to my servant, ‘Do this,” and he doed\then Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to
those following him, “I tell you the truth, | have nouund anyone in Israel with such great faithitie

centurion understood what it was like to have authority otlgers and what it was like to be under

authority and so he recognised the authority of Jesus.

Now what about you, do you recognise the authority afsi¥Because when you recognise that authority,
you will begin to understand that we too share His authd@ecause that wor@uthority” in your Bibles
can sometimes be translated as the Woodver”.

Ephesians 1:18-21 “I pray also that the eyes of your hesrtom enlightened in order that you may know
the hope to which he has called you, the riches oflbrgogs inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably
great power for us who believe. That power is like tlheking of his mighty strength, which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated hira aghi hand in the heavenly realms, far above
all rule and authority, power and dominion, and everg titht can be given, not only in the present age but
also in the one to come.”

That same power that raised Jesus from the dead laldeao us, who believe. That's why we pray in Jesus
Name because it is in Jesus Name that you recavgohver. In other words when you pray in Jesus Name,
it’s not some sort of secret code or some magic wortisve a prayer answered. You are requesting
something from God in the Name of Jesus or by the augladritesus.

John 13:13+14 “I will do whatever you ask in my name, sbtti@Father may be glorified in the Son. You
may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do it.”@slians 3:17 “And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jeswsngithanks to God the Father through hirarid so
Jesus has the authority, which He gave to us and we meedoignise that authority.

2. We need to understand thelbat we practice, preach and teach is truth

You see loved ones truth is rooted in our eternal Godsmibpowerful and unchangeable. Jesus prayed for
His disciples inJohn 17:17and said;'Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is TruthAnd please

understand that truth is far more than facts. It'sumttsomething we act upon, truth acts upon us. We can’t
change the truth, but the truth can change us. And siadenow that Jesus, the living Word is truth, we can
clearly know that His written Word, the Bible is truth

And did you know that over half the New Testament u$#iseoword“truth” are found in John’s Gospel?
The wordtruth’ is the Greek worthletheia’ (al-ay'-thei-aand it means something that is real, fact and
absolute. In other words, truth is reality, it's thepttaings really are. What seems to be and what resally i
are often not the same. In fact I'm sure you've helaedexpressioni;Things are not as they appeawell

to know the truth is to see accurately.

Jesus declared rohn 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life; no w@mes to the Father but by Me”
He didn’t say He would show the truth or teach théhtor model the truth. He said He is the truth, $ithe
truth personified, He is the source of all truth, thdediment of truth and therefore the reference gont
evaluating all truth-claims. In other words, He’s thaeQvho is truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth.

In a world full of many religions and philosophiésw on earth is anyone going to find the trutiéll,
one-way people will know the truth is by the measuvitigit’s practiced and taught with the Words we find
within the Scripture.
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John 8:31+32 “If you hold to my teaching, you are really isgigles. Then you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.That truth is the Word of God, which we have today.t Baene Word which
brought the universe into existence is truth, that samelWhich spoke to Moses is truth. That same Word
which spoke through the prophets is truth, the very wordghnddsus spoke, are truth. The Bible which
you study every day is truth, and if you hold on to thatt then it will set you free.

But free from what®ell, mainly from the bondage of sin but also it ireglif there is a true way, then that
means there must also be false way. Now | know threrenany different religions in the world today, at
least21 major religionwith Christianity being at the top. But even withinr{Stianity there are various
different groups but all of them can’t be rigban they?

Once the Devil was walking along with one of his cofiofhey saw a man ahead of them pick up
something shiny:What did he find?"asked the cohortA piece of the truth,'the Devil repliedDoesn't it
bother you that he found a piece of the truthsKed the cohortNo,” said the Devil;l will see to it that he
makes a religion out of it.”

Now every religious group in the world claim to practe®l teach the truth and that includes us. But let me
say what one man said to me one nigfhgmeone’s telling lies.Now who is it? How are you going to tell
the difference between a false religion and a trugioel?

Well, one way to tell the difference is to find outatltheir view of the Bible is. We have the God-bredthe
life giving Word and it's the Word of God that needs tdhee measuring rod. Everything we do, needs to be
in line with the Word of God. That’s the standard foeryene who wants to be a godly person, the Truth,
the Bible, the Word of God.

It doesn’t matter what | think is right; all that tteas is what God says is right. It doesn’t matteatwou
think is right; all that matters is what God says gt It doesn’'t matter what the church down the road
thinks is right, all that matters is what God saysghtriGod has the final say, His Word is truth and His
Word is our authority and has the final say.

Peter understood that when he said eter 4:11 “If anyone speaks, he should do it as oneisgehk

very words of God.What Peter means is, whatever a person advocatdginmenust be found in

Scripture. In other words, if it is not in the Bible, den’'t do it and if it is something we are told to do in the
Bible, then we need to do it.

Paul understood that when he said the same thing ot¥eCarinthians 4:&vhere he sayspo not go
beyond what is written.Written where2ritten within the Word of God. We love to use that pardmat
says,'We speak where the Bible speaks, and we are silentewtherBible is silent.”

It's a shame that the principle behind this phrasetéroignored these days. Because it states our purpose to
do only those things which are authorized by the Scriptuneedtns we treat God’s written Word with
reverence, accepting it as complete and adequate, and tefaker it in any way.

And if we think God won’'t mind it when we involve His chbrim things He has not authorized, then we are
wrong. If we think proper doctrine and practice does noten&d Him as long as we just keep having faith
in Him, then we have swallowed Satan’s lie.

A man wrote a letter to a magazine and it said thisar Sir, when | subscribed a year ago you statedfthat i
| was not satisfied at the end of the year | could mayenoney back. Well, | would like to have it back. On
second thought, to save you trouble, please apply it toextyyear’s subscription’.

Now that’s going beyond what is written, that is tgkihe text out of its context and twisting it to suit
yourself. And people do that with the Truth today, tleketsomething that God said and make it mean
something they want it to mean.

| remember a couple of years ago when a young Christieddo get involved with some church work. She
volunteered to take the offering each week and put lid@rbink because no-one else had the time to do it.



4
And this caused some trouble for some people and the Senphich they quoted to back up their
argument against her doing this wiasimothy 3:6where Paul talks aboutr@cent convert’But what is the
context of that passagéfe’s talking about the qualifications of an elder.

He’s not talking about a young Christian taking the affgitio the bank. That's a perfect example of taking
the Scriptures and making it mean something that God didatidrfor it to mean.

Instead oMMatthew 28:19+2@eading asTherefore go and make disciples of all nations, bapgizhem in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Sloilyt, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you.”

This has now become with some pedfileerefore go and make disciples of all nations, bapgithem by
a church of Christ minister and make sure they knothaltdoctrine of the church before doing dévéen
the nameéchurch of Christ’has become a title in many people’s eyes.

| remember asking this one Christian if he met in hisda@and there were 50 people outside who were
willing to come in and hear the Gospel if he would jagetthe sigrnChrist of Christ’off the door until the
meeting was overyould he take the sign down?

And his reply wasno, he wouldn’t, why should heMe asked. Loved onésn’t the Gospel more important
than a titlet’s the Gospel which brings people to Christ not the@af the church.

| know of one Christian who loves music and is a tafgnted pianist but he was taught he mustn't play any
musical instrument and so the non-use of musical im&nis in worship has now becomg&y clear of
musical instruments at all times’

In 1 Samuel 3 we find that the nation of Israel came against thedbhis. And the people panicked,
especially Saul but instead of trusting God and waitinGamuel appearing, Saul did something foolish.

1 Samuel 13:8-12 “He waited seven days, the time set by Samu&amuel did not come to Gilgal, and
Saul's men began to scatter. So he said, “Bring meuirg bffering and the fellowship offerings.” And
Saul offered up the burnt offering. Just as he finishedngake offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went
out to greet him. “What have you done?” asked Samuel.r8alied, “When | saw that the men were
scattering, and that you did not come at the set aime that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash, |
thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against m&aegal, and | have not sought the Lord's favour.’
So | felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.”

And isn’t that a big danger for the church todsy€ feel compelled to help God out with His Work. Some
people will say,God! We are not making very many converts here, so éehefp you out.’

Let’'s use musical instruments that will bring the yourmees in. Let’s speak in so-called tongues and do
so-called miracles that will impress people. Let’s jugtout the baptism part of the Bible, that will sage
the trouble of trying to explain baptism. Let’s tell thémat the world is going to end soon and we will
frighten people into becoming Christians.

And then they sayGod we are doing all this for your honouReally! Our God in heaven says in
Ecclesiastes 12:13, “Fear God and keep his commandmeritsisfar the whole duty of manAre we

really going to sayput God we did these things because we love ¥desus Himself says iohn 14:21
“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is thesleméoves me.Let’s take a good look at
ourselves, because what | am trying to do with this sesmseries is help us understand why we do, what we
do.

Old mystic said this about himself: “I was a revoludionwhen | was young, and my prayer to God was,
‘Lord, give me the strength to change the woks’l approached middle age and realized that my life was
halfway gone without changing a single soul, | changegbrayer to,Lord, give me the grace to change all
those who come into contact with me, especially amily and friends, and | shall be satisfied.’
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Now that | am an old man, and my days are numberedgl gun to see how foolish | have been. Now
my one prayer is this,.ord, give me the grace to change myself.’ If | had pdathat right from the start, |
would not have wasted my life.”

And the point is we need to examine ourselves before whatprothers understand the truth. Now what we
do in our worship services is by divine authority but sometime need to use common sense with that
authority.

It was the great philosoph¥bltaire who once said'‘Common sense is not so common.”

Look with me atGenesis 6:14-1@&here God instructs Noah to build an Arfko make yourself an ark of
cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitcidaand out. This is how you are to build it: The ark
is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. Makefdaoib and finish the ark to within 18 inches
of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and maen, middle and upper decks.”

Now notice for example that God told Noah to use cypnessd, that's a specific command. He told Noah
the length and width and height the Ark was to be, itehion to put a door on the side. But God didn't tell
him to use a hammer and naig)y? Because that's common sense. He didn’t tell him the i the door,
because Noah was going to have to use some common sense.

Now let’s fast forward to Jesus, He saidvark 16:15 “Go into all the world and preach the good news t
all creation.”He never tells His disciplésiow” to go and irActs 8:31we find Philip talking to the Eunuch
and the eunuch went away on a chariotAdis 9:25we find that the apostle Paul did go, but lowered in a
basket and then a little later Awts we see him going by boat. Now | know these are siligtitations but
we need to remember that common sense is needed frernotiime. Now we have to come together for
worship,don’t we?

Acts 20:7 “On the first day of the week we came togditnéreak bread.” Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doAkmd"so we have to come together but we have to
have somewhere to meeign’'t we?Acts 20:20 “You know that | have not hesitated to preachhamytthat
would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and fraunske to house.You see, location is
optional and authorised, and as long as it doesn't violdwer Biblical principles, it's common sense.

And one of those principles is founddohn 4:2Iwhere Jesus is speaking to the woman at the well and He
says to her:Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will glap the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem.”

Now when we do come together for worship, we are comethtwldo certain things, but they are to be
done in a certain wayt. Corinthians 14:40 “But everything should be done in a fittmdy@derly way.’1t is
to be done in an orderly way because God is a God of nodelisorder.

For example, we have to sing when we come togethgoliship.Ephesians 5:19 “Sing and make music in
your heart to the Lord.” Colossians 3:16 “Let the wor€hbfist dwell in you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you siabnss hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in
your hearts to God.”

We are going to look at the type of music God wants fusrm a few weeks time. But we are told to sing
when we come together, but common sense tells usvthaeed songbooks or sheets to sing from.

The Lord’s Supper is to be eaten when we are togethegudsells us il Corinthians 11Again common
sense tells us that the way we distribute the Lord{gp8r is optional. And iActs 2:42we find newborn
Christians being taught others things they were to do whgrctme togethefThey devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the lmgakf bread and to prayer.”

Luke tells us that there was some form of teaching wirechurch came together and there was a time of
prayer. But again at what point of our meetings doesethehing and preaching or prayers take place is
optional.
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Paul also tells us that giving is part of our worsBiCorinthians 9:7 “Each man should give what he has
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under cosipuyl for God loves a cheerful giveAgain, we
are not commanded to take up an offering on Sunday morningeimmon sense tells us that because we
are all together on Sunday mornings, then that is a ogavetime to do so.

And just as a side note, it amazes me how quicklyptieeing bag goes around a congregation sometimes,
it’s almost as if we want this part of our worship toolver with as soon as possible. Maybe some people are
embarrassed by the amount of their offering, maybe gmople can't afford to give anything and so the
offering bag gets passed on to the next person very quickly.

But loved ones, if you have already set aside a ceataount, be happy with that, and don’t be
embarrassed. Common sense tells us that God doesi’usvgiving beyond our means if that means our
giving will result in our families not getting fed this vke®ut my point is, we need to balance common
sense with truth.

We need to be like HezekiahZnChronicles 31:2Where the Bible saysThis is what Hezekiah did
throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and faithfotdothe LORD his God. In everything that
he undertook in the service of God’s temple and in obedi¢o the law and the commands, he sought his
God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered.”

Everything we do as Christians, should be good and rightaattdiully done in God’s eyes. And if we
continue to seek God and work hard then we will never biedar truth which will then make it easier for
us to be on our guard against falling away from it.

We can fall from grace, we can fall for false trutimsl like | have said before, there is no such thinghas o
saved always saved.Peter 2:20-22 “If they have escaped the corruption ot by knowing our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ and are again entangled in @vancome, they are worse off at the end than they
were at the beginning. It would have been better for thetnto have known the way of righteousness, than
to have known it and then to turn their backs on #weesl command that was passed on to them. Of them
the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,d,a# sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing
in the mud."Remember Peter is talking to Christians about Christieene If we fall away from the truth,

we have fallen away from grace and so we have falleay from God.

And just because we are a member of‘tieirch of Christ’doesn’t guarantee that we will be saved. You
are saved because of the grace of God and your obedeHi®word. You are saved by remaining faithful
to Him and by your service to the Lord. Jesus himself wyllt® you, what He said iMatthew 25:23;Well
done, good and faithful servant!”

But my point is that just because you are a Christi@neamember othe church’doesn’t mean that you
can just go and worship God however you want to. Jesusrsaysn 4:23hat “his worshipers must
worship in spirit and in truth.”

In other words people who truly and sincerely want to wpr&ud are going to worship Him from their
heart. Not with outward appearances where peopléelsay, at me! Look what I'm doing! I'm a Christian!”
To worship God in spirit is to offer God your heart, mibddy and soul. And when He says in truth, He’s
talking about our worship must be in harmony with the Wd@ad itself, that’s the kind of people God
wants.

People who genuinely desire to please God in a way, vpteases Him. People who are not interested in
what other religions are doing and saying but people who wdimd out what God and His Word says for
themselves. People who want to have that personabredatp with God Himself.

The truth is thisMathew 1:23 “The virgin will be with child and will give birto a son, and they will call
him Immanuel” --which means, “God with u$God came to earth in the form of Jesus, He was cedcifi
and died and then buried. He was raised from the dead 3atleryyand promised iklatthew 28:20hat He
would be with us always to the very end of the age.
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Loved ones, God is still with us today. We have Tratlay because we have His Word which we call the
Bible today. We have the Truth, the whole Truth andhingtbut the Truth, and so because Jesus is the
Truth, we need to not only trust Him but also obey tHaditiHe says.

Next time we are going to look at how we handle thah and how people react to it.



