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‘The amazing grace of God’ 

Lesson One   
Grace Defined and Examined 

Romans 7 we have what I call Paul’s frustration passage of what it was like living under the Law of Moses.  Paul is 
speaking of the fruitless struggle under the law to find justification thereunder.  He speaks of his inner struggle over 
sin.  He begins in verse 14 by saying, “For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.  For what 
I am doing, I do not understand.  For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.  If, then, I do 
what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good.  Now then, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells in 
me.  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to 
perform what is good I do not find.”  As Paul continues we see a legal but a noble Jew frustrated by the fact that he 
was never able to live up to the demands of the Law.   
 
Law was good – it was spiritual but by itself it cannot save.  The instrument of eternal redemption, which depended 
upon justification had not yet been set in place.  but that was to change.  John 1:7 says, “For the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” Earlier in verse 14 John said, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”   
 
“For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive 
God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ” 
(Romans 5:17). 
 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). 
 
 The amazing grace of God has made all the difference.   “Amazing Grace” is probably the most favorite and most 
often sung hymn today.  “Amazing grace how sweet the sound / that saved a wretch like me! / I once was lost / but 
now am found / was blind / but now I see.”  Is it any wonder that we love this old song? 
 
 When asked to define grace probably the most common answer given is, “the unmerited favor of God.” While this 
expresses a truth about grace it falls far short of telling us what grace really is.  The concept of grace is so profound 
and great that no finite mind or human language can fully comprehend or explain it.   
 
Just the thought that Almighty God, the great I AM, the Creator of this vast universe would pay any particular notice 
of us at all, fills us with awe and at the same time humility.  To think that he “would make himself nothing, taking on 
himself the very nature of a servant” fills us with even greater awe.  Then to die on a Roman cross, so that he might 
save helpless humanity is as Paul says, “Immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine.”  We can only exclaim 
with Paul: “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift.”  This is what grace is all about – an indescribable precious gift 
of salvation which we are in no way deserving of.  Grace implies that God gives to us freely and entirely of his own 
sovereign will the gift of salvation.  It is not offered to us on the condition that we promise to pay back a particular 
amount.  In fact, grace implies that we can pay nothing in return.  Man has no assets with which he can pay.  All the 
money in the world, all of our good works could never repay what was done for us.  Man can only accept completely 
or reject completely what has been done for him gratuitously.  The bottom line is that in spite of our good works we 
are all sinners.  John reminds us, “If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1 John 
1:8).  I understand that at AA meetings a person will introduce himself, “I am John Doe, I am an alcoholic”.  Maybe 
occasionally it would be good for me to say, “I am Jimmie Eaton, I am a sinner,” if for no other reason than to remind 
ourselves of what I really am. 
 
Grace presents a problem for human pride.  Man prides himself on his ability to take care of himself by doing his own 
thing.  The truth is that for man to be saved it was necessary for Christ to humble himself and present himself as a 
servant in order for grace to reach man.  The concept of servanthood does not mesh well with human pride.  This is 
why it is hard for a proud man to be a man of faith because he trusts in his own strength and resources.  Grace humbles 
us bringing us to our knees by putting our trust in God’s strength and not our own accomplishments.   If man were to 
try and take matters into his own hands concerning his salvation and tried to achieve God’s grace by his good works 
and then as Paul says, “Grace would no longer be grace” (Romans 11:6).  Also, Paul says, God’s gift of grace is, “not 
of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:9).  Man is only deceiving himself if he thinks he can devise certain 
works that will assure himself of salvation.  The Medieval Latin church devised many works of penance to earn one’s 
escape from purgatory and enter heaven.   
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This led to the Protestant Reformation because men realized that meritorious works cannot provide salvation.  Our 
salvation is totally dependent upon God and not on any works of man’s puny works. 

 
There are two erroneous views on the relationship of grace to works that members of the Lord’s church have held to.  
First, grace and works function as a synergism (a co-operative work) in effecting man’s salvation.  Man’s own 
righteous works repay back a part of his debt to God, and what he lacks, then God fills in the gap of what is lacking 
with His grace.  Grace then spans the gap between what we cannot do for ourselves and what God requires us for 
salvation.  This view is a result of confusing justification with sanctification. 
 

The second error is that at the point of baptism, man is forgiven of all his past sins upon the grounds of Christ’s blood.  
From that point until the end of his life we must “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).  
At the judgment, our lives will be weighed on the divine  
 
scales of righteousness and if our good deeds outweigh our evil deeds in his life Jesus will says, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant:… enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:21).  However, if the reverse is true the Lord 
will exclaim, “Cast the servant into the outer darkness.   There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (vs 30).  This 
concept shows a reliance on good works as the means of our salvation. The truth about the whole matter is that God 
in no way supplements man’s works of righteousness by the addition of his grace to tip the scales in man’s favor.  Paul 
says, “God credits righteousness apart from works” (Romans 4:6).   Man’s meritorious works are not acceptable 
currency in heaven’s court.  Isaiah says, “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags’ (Isaiah 64:6).  Paul told the 
Galatians “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Galatians 3:27).  This 
clothing does not wear out and then have to be patched after baptism with God’s grace.   
 
John tells us that “If we walk in the light as the is in the light the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses (continues to 
cleanse) us from all unrighteousness.”  Paul describes God’s people as “not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing;” rather they are “holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:26, 27).  

 
The proud Greek intellectuals were offended at the idea that a man they did not even know had died for their sins and 
was raised for their justification.  Crosses were reserved for the vilest of criminals thus they saw it as foolishness 
according to Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:23.   
 
The Jews rejected the gospel for different reasons.  It discounted their law-keeping and personal righteousness as if 
they were of no value and could not earn them eternal life.  Paul sums up their problem in Romans 10:30. “Since they 
did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s 
righteousness.” 
 
There has been a problem today with some of us in accepting salvation by grace.  First, we are afraid it might open the 
door to an abuse of grace.  There are always those who want salvation but are unwilling to live up to the commitment 
implied in baptism where we bury the old sinful life and continuing thereafter in a new life of devotion to God.  There 
were those in Paul’s day who evidently felt this way about grace.  Paul raises the issue in Romans 6:1, “Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound?”  His answer is, “God forbid.  How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein?”                                 
 
The truth is when a person decides to become a Christian he counts the cost.  He is ready to dethrone all the idols that 
have ruled his life.  He now is ready for Jesus to become his Lord and Master.  This is not to say that his commitment 
to Christ will always be a perfect commitment.  None of us are ever capable of this kind of perfection.  However, there 
is an eager willingness to faithfully try. 
 
A second reason why we are slow to accept salvation by grace is that we are afraid it does away with the importance 
of our good works.  The truth is, good works are the inevitable result of true conversion.  They are the products, not 
the grounds, of our salvation.  Some get the cart before the horse.  They think their good works are the grounds of 
their salvation.  Thus, many try to earn their way to heaven.  Good works are the “things that accompany salvation” 
(Hebrews 6:9).  However, if good works are not present, neither is salvation because obviously there never was a 
commitment to begin with.  As long as we are penitent of our sins and seek to do God’s will, God is “faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John1:9).   
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When we “subject Christ to public disgrace” (Hebrews 6:6) by producing only “thorns and briars” (vs 8), we then have 
severed our relationship to God’s gift of grace. Someone may try to take advantage of God’s mercy by seizing on 
God’s willingness to forgive and save them regardless of how they live. This is cheap grace. It never works because 
they are simply deceiving themselves. Paul says, “God cannot be mocked.”  If a man sows to the flesh he will reap 
destruction. On the other hand, if he sows to the Spirit he reaps eternal life according to Galatians 6:7, 8. 
 
There is a third reason why we have been slow to accept any teaching on grace. We have been so conditioned to 
oppose the false teachings about God’s grace that we tend to view any teaching on grace with suspicion. We fear the 
speaker may be implying the false doctrine of “once in grace always in grace” or that he might be implying that one is 
saved by grace only. The N.T. teaches none of these false doctrines, thus   we have no need to fear what is actually 
taught on the subject of grace.  And so, it is for this reason we have been slow to teach about the grace of God.  Yet it 
is a major doctrine of the N.T. 
 
Grace is an attribute of God’s nature.  God wants to forgive man of his sins and restore the relationship he had with 
our first parents when He walked with them in the garden of Eden.  His grace was mediated by his own willingness to 
pay for men’s sins through the crucifixion of his son on the cross.  Man’s response to God’s grace should be grateful 
obedience.  Unfortunately, man limit God’s grace by his refusal to accept His grace.  God freely extends this offer of 
mercy to all because “God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”  But he does 
not force His grace on anyone. This would-be counter to his creating man as a free moral agent with the freedom of 
choice. God’s nature is such that he will not override man’s free will.  Thus, the choice is up to man. 
 
Thanks be to God for his redeeming grace which has made us free from the law of sin and death!  Because Christ paid 
the price, we do not have to tremble under some exacting point system with our salvation always teetering on a knife-
edge.  We entrust our souls to him; he entrusts his grace to us, knowing that as long as we love him we will not abuse 
that trust.  He loved us enough to die for us.  We love him enough to live for him and, if need be, even die for him.  
“Love always trusts.”.   
 

QUESTIONS 
 
1. Why is it so important that a Christian understand grace?  It is a major doctrine of the N.T. the Greek word for 
grace is “charis” and occurs over 120 times in the N.T. Grace is a major doctrine of the N.T. and we need to know the 
truth about this subject. 
   
2. What difference does the concept presented in this lesson make in your life?   We can be certain of our salvation.  
We are not left frustrated as Paul said the Jew was under the Law of Moses. We can now experience the joy of our 
salvation. The difference being that “grace and truth” have now replaced the old law. 
 
3. Does the understanding of grace change your image of God?   It should for some.  God is not an exacting 
taskmaster just waiting to catch us in some sin.  “God is not willing that any should perish.” His grace is freely 
available to all men.   
 
4. Does God use his grace to fill in the gaps left by our imperfect lives?   No, because any good works regardless of 
how many good works we have done they are not enough to earn our salvation.  Grace is a gift given to us from God.  
It is a gift that cannot be earned, we can either accept or reject it. 
 
5. Does God weigh our goodness on his divine scale against our sins and then tip the scales in our favor if our good 
outweighs our bad?  Again, our good works are not enough that we can demand salvation.  Any good work is 
imperfect because we can always look back and say I could have done better. 
 
6. Why are we slow to accept the fact that our salvation is based on grace?   Probably because we been so conditioned 
to opposed to false teachings about grace that it is easy to become skeptical when one teaches on grace.  Grace seems 
to oppose our concept of good works.  
 
7. Can a Christian be guilty of seeking cheap grace? No doubt many Christian are perfectly satisfied to do nothing and 
expect to receive all the benefits of His grace. 
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‘The amazing grace of God’ 

Lesson Two 
The Reign of Grace 

Romans 5:20, 21 “Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded 
much more, so that as sin has reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 
 
Paul is saying that when the Law of Moses was introduced it increased man’s consciousness of wrong doing.  Men 
would not see their sin or feel a need for a Savior until their sins were fully expose and this is what the law did for 
them.    
 
Law also served the purpose of restraining people from wrong and guiding them into the right way.  However, with a 
full knowledge of law there would be more things required thus more points where it could be violated.  In this way 
law could increase the number of sins.  However, Paul says the benefits received from grace are far greater than the 
increase of sin under the old law.  Grace is here personified as a great benevolent king whose reign gives victory to the 
ones oppressed by sin.  While God increased the guilt of sin by increasing man’s knowledge of its evil, yet it in no way 
put those who were incriminated by law beyond the reach of God’s grace.  God’s grace is sufficiently abundant to 
cover the most sinful life if that heart turns to him.   
 
It is a paradox that just when a man becomes fully aware of his sinfulness is the moment when he most realizes his 
desperate need for grace.  The Prodigal Son had to reach the depths of degradation and realize that he had no 
resources with which to reverse his ruin before he decided to throw himself upon his father’s mercy.  This parable 
illustrates beautifully the doctrine of grace.   The prodigal wanted to work his way back into the favor of his father.  
He would be just a hired servant.  But the father did not require any recompense.  He threw his arms around him and 
accepted him back as his son.  The son did not deserve this.  It was unmerited favor. 
 
There’s a new sheriff in town!  In ages past Satan patrolled the back alleys and dark corners of the human heart, using 
law to extract a penalty of condemnation.  Now in the kingdom of Christ something new has happened. “Grace and 
truth has come by Jesus Christ.”  Now grace maintains peace between man and God with a power that Satan cannot 
overcome.  With the coming of grace Satan lost his battle with God. 
 
Satan’s plan for condemning the human race was based upon God’s perfect commit-ment to justice.  “Righteousness 
and justice are the foundation of your throne” (Psalm 89:14).   In the beginning God told Adam and Eve that their 
disobedience would result in spiritual death, thus when they sinned they were separated from God as well as the garden 
of Eden.  Some think God was referring to physical death.  However, death did not occur until 930 years later.   Did 
God not say in Ezekiel 18:4 “The soul who sins is the one who will die.”    
 
Thus, Satan felt God would always condemn the sinner.  Unlike the love of 1 Corinthians 13:5 that “keeps no record 
of wrongs,” Satan keeps an account of all our wrongs.  His name in the Hebrew language actually means “accuser.”  
He certainly lives up to his name.  According to Revelation 12:10 he is constantly bringing up charges of guilt against 
God’s people “day and night.”   
 
But what Satan did not take into account and of course he could not take into account because it was inconceivable to 
his evil nature, was God’s grace.  Under grace God’s justice would be satisfied and at the same time man could be 
justified.  Paul states this in Romans 3:26. “He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” Paul 
makes a very significant statement in 1 Corinthians 2:7, 8 “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 
hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had 
they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”  
 
There are two interesting observations about this passage.  First, here and in other passages we are told that God’s 
grace was kept a mystery (a secret) from the beginning of time.  Prophets and angels did not know about it and 
wondered about some of the things that were written which obviously pertained to the future.  Neither did Satan know 
about God’s grace until it was fulfilled.  A second observation is that Satan has always worked through evil rulers to 
accomplish his purposes.  For example, he used Pilate to crucify Jesus.     
 
If Satan had been able to comprehend grace, he never would have crucified the Lord.  Thus, he fell into God’s trap and 
instead of destroying his enemy on the cross he, in effect, committed suicide.   
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I can almost imagine Satan clapping his hands in glee as he saw the Son of God die on the cross.  Little did he realize 
he was cutting his own throat by his evil act.  In Hebrews 2:14 the writer says, “Since the children have flesh and 
blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that 
is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” 
 
We must not conclude that God has not always been a gracious Lord.  God is the same today as he was when Moses 
lived, but the instrument of eternal redemption, which depended upon the justification of sinful man had not yet been 
set in place.  The grace which was to “reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 5:21) had first to be validated by the crucifixion.   
 
God purposed man’s redemption even before the world was created.   This great mystery of God came into effect 
when Christ’s blood was shed on the cross and he bore the sins of every age of history - past, present and future.  
Grace was the basis of God’s plan for mankind from the very beginning.  This is made very clear in Ephesians 1:4-6.  
“He has chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in 
love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 
to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved.  In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace which He has made to abound toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence.”  
 
Our response to God’s marvelous grace will not allow us to relax and fall back into an inactive life seeking a cheap 
grace.  Rather God’s amazing grace constrains us to be victorious over sin and Satan.  John says, “We love Him 
because He first loved us” (John 4:19).  Love will show appreciation.  Love is a much stronger motivation toward 
godliness than obligation or duty.  Anyone who has been in the armed services is aware of what duty can be like.   We 
were loyal to our country but many of the things that were required as duty were not enjoyable and we often would do 
anything to get out of it.  You soon learned never to volunteer for anything.  Unfortunately, some Christian approach 
the Christian life as a strict duty and are trying to work their way to heaven thus loosing the joy of their salvation.  This 
may explain why some Christians are never happy Christians.  Grace is the expression of Godly love, and it is 
impossible for us to love God without at the same time being gracious to others. 
 
The first Christians were a grace-filled people.  Grace impelled them to share what they had with others who were less 
fortunate.  Acts 4:32, 33 says, “All the believers were one in heart and mind.  No one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.  With great power the apostles continued to testify to 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.”  The expression “much grace was upon them 
all”  is not referring to the fact that they were saved by God’s grace but it refers to the grace that they displayed in their 
lifestyle and in their response to human needs.  Their lives were filled with grace in that they were gracious, or kind 
and loving to others.  They enjoyed “the favor of all the people” because they “gave to anyone as he had need” (Acts 
2:45, 47).  
 
Grace gives freely and without any conditions or expectations of recompense.  Jesus made the ultimate expression of 
grace in giving all that he had for us even though we had no claim on him.  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes, he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become 
rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).   
 
Paul used the Macedonians as an example of how God’s grace reigns in the lives of believers.  He wrote of their grace. 
“Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; that in a 
great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded to the riches of their liberality.  For 
I bear witness that according to their ability, yes and beyond their ability, they were freely willing” (2 Corinthians 8:2, 
3).   Then in Verse 6 he writes, “So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in you 
as well.  But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—
see that you about in this grace also.”   It is obvious that grace reigned in the hearts of the Macedonians. 
 
Gratitude and love is a natural response to God’s grace.  It effects our relationship to things.  There is no longer the 
fleshly compulsion to hold onto material possessions.  This was plainly demonstrated in the lives of the early Jerusalem 
Christians.  We are told that “...much grace was upon them all.”  There were no needy persons among them.  From 
time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ 
feet, “And they distributed to each as he had need” (Acts 4:35). 
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Grace also affects our relationship to people.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Our conscience testifies that we have 
conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that are from 
God.  We have done so not according to worldly wisdom but according to God’s grace” (2 Corinthians 1:12). 
 
God’s grace does not end with the salvation of the individual.  It fills, then overflows and goes on to affect the lives of 
others in an ever-moving stream.  The Christian’s life is a channel through which an unending supply of God’s grace 
blesses others. Ezekiel illustrates it beautifully in chapter 47.  A little stream emerges from under the threshold of 
God’s temple.  As it flows it grows rapidly in volume until it becomes a mighty river running into a sea of death, and 
every creature it touched comes to life again.  It is a compelling image of the never-ending chain of grace carried by 
those who are committed to “the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace” (Acts 20:24).  Those who were 
scattered after the death of Stephen “Went everywhere preaching the word.”    
 
Grace not only changes our relationship with others it also changes attitudes and behavior.  The Jerusalem Christians 
were a happy, joyful people.  God’s “great grace was upon them all” (Acts 4:33).  From a worldly viewpoint, they 
were a poor, weak community with dim prospects for survival facing a stormy future of persecution by the powerful 
Jewish establishment and later by the much greater might of the Roman Empire.  Yet they became the most powerful 
force that the world had ever seen having the weapons of love and truth whereby they were able to “demolish 
strongholds” of sin and darkness (2 Corinthians 10:4).  Because the grace of God which reigned in their hearts “the 
rock that was cut out of the mountain without hands” mentioned in Daniel’s prophecy in Daniel 2:34-35, would reduce 
the great pagan empire which opposed them to chaff on the summer threshing floor.   

 
Grace makes giants out of midgets, giving us the confidence that the work God has begun in us will be carried through 
to its completion.  Paul writing to the Philippians said, “Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a 
good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).   
 
For example, when Paul was depressed by a physical handicap that he perceived to be a hindrance, the Lord assured 
him, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).  Later, Paul was 
able to say with confidence, “I can do everything through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13).  Paul could 
have gloried in his being an apostle, his mission trips, the many churches he established, his sufferings and 
persecutions.  Instead he said, “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world” (Galatians 6:14).  He wrote to the Colossians that because 
they had understood “God’s grace in all its truth” ….. they would be enabled to bear fruit in every good work “being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might (Colossians 1:6, 10, 11).   
 
Grace encourages us to trust in God’s glorious power instead of trusting in our own feeble strength.  It motivates us to 
move beyond grace receivers to be grace dispensers.  There is no tension between grace and works except the 
dichotomy men have introduced through their failure to understand what grace really is.  Grace works.  Good works 
are the result of grace.  Good works compliment grace.  However, remember they are the results of grace and not the 
grounds of our salvation.  They are the things that naturally go along with or accompany salvation (Hebrews 6:9).  
When grace reigns in our hearts, no river is too wide, no mountain range too high, no ocean too large, to keep us from 
passing it on to others.  It has been well said, Grace is entirely free but it will cost us all that we are and all that we 
have.  Because of the surpassing grace God has given us we are moved to exclaim, “Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift.” (2 Corinthians 9:14, 15).  

 
QUESTIONS 

1. How is grace more powerful than law?  Law makes man aware of sin but it cannot release him from sin.  Sin 
separates man from God but grace justifies man so that he can be holy and without blame before God. 
 
2. What was Satan counting on to bring about the destruction of man?  God’s immutable commitment to justice.  
When law is violated then justice demands satisfaction in the form of some kind of penalty or punishment.  Satan the 
accuser could point to any human alive and say he is a sinner.  Satan believed that God’s justice would bring 
destruction upon the entire human race.  
 
3. What was Satan’s big mistake?  He was not aware of grace.  Had he known of God’s eternal plan for redemptive 
grace he would not have crucified Jesus. 
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4. Do you think this is why God’s grace was kept a mystery?  By being ignorant of God’s plan Satan would fall into 
the trap of thinking that by slaying Jesus he would stop whatever God had sent him into the world to do for mankind 
 
5. What should be our response to God’s amazing grace?  Gratitude and love should be a natural response to God’s 
grace.   A tremendous price was paid by Jesus which we do not deserve. 
 
6. What is it like to be a grace-filled people?  Grace is a great motivator.  It gives us a freedom we otherwise could 
never have.  It makes giants out of midgets.  It gives us assurance, peace of mind, joy and victory over Satan our 
accuser.   
 
7. How does it affect our relationship to others?    Grace compels us to share with others what we have received.  It 
motivates us to move beyond grace receivers to grace dispensers.  It makes us gracious, kind and loving. 
 
8. How does grace effect our relationship to things?   There is no longer the fleshly compulsion to hold onto material 
possessions.  We will not stand by while others suffer, especially those of the household of faith (Galatians 6:10). 
 
9. How does grace give us confidence?  It leads us from trusting in our own feeble strength to trusting in God’s 
glorious power. 
 
10. Is there any conflict between grace and good works?  None whatsoever.  Grace is the great motivator in our lives.  
It has been said, grace is entirely free but it will cost us all that we are and all that we have.   

 
‘The amazing grace of God’ 

Lesson Three 
The Alternative to Grace 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 
 
God’s marvelous grace cannot be understood or appreciated until we contrast it with the alternative of condemnation.  
Condemnation is more than missing salvation with its joys and rewards.  It means a consignment to the horrors of an 
eternal destruction and isolation from all happiness, love and fellowship in the presence of God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
the angels and all the redeemed who have ever lived. 
 
The terrors of hell are not pleasant to think about.  The fact is we do not want to think about them.  The mind 
withdraws at the thought of an eternal hell.  However, Jesus used graphic images to convey to us the plight of the 
eternally damned.  He describes it as a world of indestructible maggots, unquenchable flames, a remote dungeon of 
darkness disturbed by the sobbing of inconsolable sorrow and the pain wracked grinding of teeth (Mark 9:48, Matthew 
8:12).  The cry of the rich man in hades: “Father Abraham. have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame” causes us to shrink back from even 
thinking about such a terrible ordeal. 
 
All of these things seem as a paradox but that is irrelevant.  The human mind can only grasp concepts that in some way 
are related to experiences in our own lives.  We all know the pain of touching a hot stove and being burned.  We have 
been repelled at the sight and stench of a rotting carcass riddled with maggots.  Who has not groped around in 
darkness searching for a light switch?  All of these things are a gripping object lesson and as a result most of us, 
however briefly, want to avoid spending eternity in the blackness of some awful pit. 
 
Men often judge moral values in terms of “so much good in the worst, and so much bad in the best of us,” but the 
bottom line with God is that “all have turned away, they have together become worthless, there is no one who does 
good, not even one” (Romans 3:11, 12).  He further says, “Therefore, just as sin entered into the world through one 
man, and death through the sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).  The 
attitude of the average person precludes any urgency in his seeking Christ.  He thinks damnation is reserved for the 
singularly wicked person, so he is inclined to philosophize: “I’m no saint, but neither am I all that bad.  I’m willing to 
take my chances with the next man and maybe I’ll squeeze through.” All outside of Christ are condemned.  Proverbs 
20 asks the rhetorical question, “Who can say, ‘I have kept my heart pure.  I am clean and without sin?” 
 
The question is often asked, “If God has supreme power, why can’t he choose simply to save everyone?”  The answer 
is found in the contrast between the nature of God and the nature of sin.   



 8
God’s perfect righteousness will not allow Him to condone sin in his presence.  If God did not punish evildoers, he 
would put himself in the position of condoning sin.  To do so would be a denial of his own holiness and God “cannot 
disown Himself” (2 Timothy 2:13). In Romans 5:12, Paul says, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one 
man, and death through sin, and in this way death comes to all men, because all sinned...”  Some have read into this 
passage physical death. If so then God’s prediction failed by 930 years (his age at the time of his death).   
 
Genesis 2:17 reads, “When you eat of it, you will surely die.”  Certainly, Adam and Eve became subject to the laws of 
physical mortality when they were cut off from the tree of life, but of far greater consequence they were separated 
from God (spiritual death) on the very day of heir sin.  God shut them out of the garden and ceased to walk with them 
which simply means man’s fellowship with God ended. 
 
God’s perfect righteousness cannot in any way embrace sin.  It inevitably follows that sinners are separated from 
fellowship with Him because of that unchangeable aspect of his character.  Isaiah 59:2 says, “Your iniquities have 
separated you from our God, your sins have hidden his face from you so that he will not hear.”  Paul told the 
Christians at Ephesus that they at one time were “separated from Christ.”  He is simply saying because of sin you were 
absolutely and hopelessly lost.   
 
It is of essential importance that we recognize and admit that unredeemed mankind has no prospect whatsoever of 
eternal life.  I am not so sure we really believe that.  Maybe part of the reason churches of Christ have not grown since 
the 1960s is because a generation has grown up that does not accept the fact that their non-Christian friends are lost, 
therefore we feel little or no compulsion to teach them.  When we consider the lost and hopeless state of man we are 
made to realize that we must do something.  God’s grace has to be made known to the world. 
 
Charlie Pence was a criminal who lived in England.  He cared little or nothing about the laws of God or man.  Finally, 
the law sentenced him o be hanged. As Charlie was being led down the corridor on his death walk, the prison chaplain 
routinely read some passages from the Bible.  Charlie Pence was shocked at the perfunctory manner in which the 
clergyman was reading verses that described heaven and hell.  There were no tears, no expressions of regret for a lost 
soul, and no apparent strain upon the face of the chaplain.  Charlie wondered if this man believed what he was reading.  
Here was a man destined to lift up his eyes in hell and the preacher methodically recited the verses. The condemned 
man turned to the chaplain and exclaimed, Sir, if I believed what you and the church claim that you believe, even if 
England was covered with broken glass from coast to coast, I would walk over it, if need be on hands and knees, and 
think it worthwhile living if I could but save one soul from an eternal hell like that! 
 
We may not be guilty of the sins that brought death to Charlie but our sins were such that we were separated from 
God.  But because of the amazing grace of God we have been redeemed.  We are no longer separated from God.  
Because of a friend, relative, a mate, those of us here now have been saved by the grace of God, something we never 
deserved nor cold possibly earn.  Our hearts should overflow with thanksgiving for the unspeakable gift of God’s son 
who has saved wretches like us. 

 
QUESTIONS 

1. Why is it important that a Christian understand condemnation?  Because it is important to know that if we choose to 
reject God’s grace the alternative will be a terrible existence after our death.  Understanding how horrible it is should 
cause us to put forth every effort to avoid condemnation. 
 
2. What all is involved in condemnation?   The basic idea is eternal separation from God where we cannot receive one 
single blessing from God.  Instead we will suffer for an eternity under the most horrible conditions. 
 
3. Does the average person think or feel he will suffer condemnation?   Certain polls that have been conducted where 
people were asked this question a majority did not believe it could happen to them.  Many people dismiss it completely 
from their minds never considering it as a fact. 
 
4. When we realize the terrible fate that people will suffer in hell what should become our number one priority?  To 
“seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” 
  
5. Do you believe your non-Christian neighbor is lost?  Many times, our neighbors and friends are good moral people 
who hold to high and noble principles. However, salvation and eternal life with God is only promised to those who 
obey the gospel.  Paul writes, “When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire 
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taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
These will be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.” 
 
6. Do you believe that good sincere people are lost?  Probably with most of we would like to believe they will be 
saved.  The fact remains that they are outside of Christ thus they are lost. 
 
7. Is it possible that God will make exceptions with some people when it comes to his justice on the day of judgment?   
There is nothing in the Bible that indicates God will make any exceptions.  This is why it is so urgent that we teach 
them about the grace of God and what to do to be saved. 
 

‘The amazing grace of God’ 
Lesson Four 
Justification 

The saving message of the gospel is that God calls man who is lost in sin to come and share in His glory.  Paul 
summarizes it as follows.  “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son: 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and those he predestined, he also called, those he called he also 
justified, those he justified, he also glorified” (Romans 8:29, 30).   
 
Justification plays a very important role in God’s grace.   Justification is an act whereby God credits the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus Christ to sinful man and declares him free from the penalty of death.   It is based entirely upon 
the perfect and complete atoning power of Christ’s blood.   Justification removes the guilt of sin and returns man to a 
state of fellowship he had with God in the beginning.  Justification was entirely a work of God.  Man had nothing to do 
with it.  God initiated his plan for justification before man was created. 
 
The bottom line of the human race is; “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  This 
presented a problem with God.  First, because of God’s perfect holiness.  God’s nature is the very opposite of sin.  He 
abhors sin and he can no more allow it to exist in his presence than darkness can exist in light.  Sin is the very antithesis 
of God’s character and must consequently be forever separate from him. God’s perfect integrity would not allow him 
to compromise and ignore sin by tolerating it. Thus, man could not exist in fellowship with God as long as he was 
stained with sin.  The result was that he exists in a state of spiritual death which in essence is separation from God. 
 
Second, it is “impossible for God to lie” (Hebrews 6:18).  God has declared that the penalty for sin is death.  It has 
been an eternal principle of God’s nature and resulted in the fall of Adam and Eve.  He plainly told them, “But of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, that shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die” (Genesis 2:17).   God’s perfect honesty would not allow him to compromise his word and not exact a penalty for 
disobedience.  He declared in Exodus 23:7, “I will not acquit the guilty.”   
 
At the same time, it was God’s nature that he did not want anyone to perish, but that everyone would come to 
repentance (2 Peter 3:9).  God’s plan for resolving this apparent “gridlock”  namely justification was his hidden mystery 
of wisdom which was not revealed until the gospel was proclaimed.  Paul called it “the mystery that has been kept 
hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints” (Colossians 1:26).  In God’s perfect 
foreknowledge he knew that man would rebel against Him and sin.   Thus, he formulated a plan for the justification of 
sinful man even before the foundation of the world.  
 
The mystery of how God intended to save sinful man then was hidden in his own heart from eternity until the 
atonement was actually accomplished.  Paul writes of this in 1 Corinthians 2:7-10.  “We speak of God’s secret 
wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began.  None of the rulers of 
the age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.  However, as it is written, no 
eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him! but God has 
revealed it to us by his Spirit.”  Paul declares further in Romans 11:32-36 “Oh the depth of the riches of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  Who has known the 
mind of the Lord?  Or who has been his counselor?  Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?  For 
from him and through him and to him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever! Amen.” 
 
The question now is, how could God be committed to justice and the punishment of sin and at the same time justify 
man by removing the guilt of sin thus returning him to a state of fellowship with God?   
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Romans 3:20-24 sheds light on this question.  “Therefore, by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets; even the righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ.  unto all and 
upon all them that believe for there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”  Thus, it was to be accomplished by 
Christ’s death on the cross.  Paul declares that “God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his 
blood” (Romans 3:25). 
 
It is important that we have a clear definition of justification to understand its part in God’s eternal purpose for men.  
It has been defined generally and historically as “making righteous.” However, this tends to imply moral regeneration 
or sanctification.  Justification in no way alters the fact that all men are sinners before God.  What it does alter is man’s 
liability of being punished for his sins.  Justification acquits the sinner before the judgment bar of God.  He is no longer 
subject to the penalty “The soul who sins is the one who will die” (Ezekiel 18:4).  How then could God exact the 
penalty for sin and at the same time justify the one who has sinned.  To illustrate this point: a driver exceeds the speed 
limit and is arraigned before the court and the judge orders him to pay a fine.  He does not have the money, and so is 
sentenced to jail.  But a friend steps forward and pays the fine for him and he is free from the sentence.  It is not a 
question of guilt or innocence.  It has always been true that when law is violated justice must be satisfied by some form 
of punishment.  Under justification there is no longer any legal claim against the violator.   
 
God’s law of sin and death had to be satisfied or God’s own righteousness and honor would be compromised.  God 
had to be just and at the same time the justifier of man.  God solved the dilemma by taking the penalty upon himself by 
dying in man’s stead.  Paul makes this clear in 2 Corinthians 5:19, “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them.” God solved the dilemma by taking the penalty upon himself.  God then 
paid the fine.  Man had nothing with which to pay the fine with.    God was the friend who stepped forward to pay the 
fine.  Thus, justice was satisfied removing any and all legal claims against the offender.   
 
It is unthinkable that after a man’s friend had paid his fine for him that he would reason: I will just go on and speed 
whenever I want to because whenever I am caught I will always have this good friend to step forward and pay my fine.  
This is the equivalent of “cheap grace.”    Paul raises the question in Romans 6:1 “Shall we go on sinning so that grace 
may increase?  By no means!”  The KJV renders this “God forbid.”  In other words, such reasoning is ridiculous.   
 
The most important difference between the old and new covenants is that under the Mosaic dispensation justification 
was impossible, and under the Christian dispensation it is fully realized.  There was no basis in the Mosaic code for the 
remission of sins because the instruments for forgiveness were simply temporary symbols. “because it is impossible for 
the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4).  The blood of Jesus Christ was a sufficient payment 
for the sins of all men, so that Paul was able to declare to the Jews at Antioch in Pisidia: “Therefore, my brothers, I 
want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.  Through him everyone who 
believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from the law of Moses” (Acts 13:38). 
 
In Romans 3:24 Paul clearly states that this justification is the grace of God and is given “freely”  to those who are “in 
Christ.”  The expression “in Christ” is a most significant phrase in Paul’s writings.  This expression or its equivalent “in 
whom,” “in him,” etc. is used no less than 169 times by Paul.  It means to be in his spiritual body, called the church, 
the body of which Christ is the head.  
 
 In order for man to receive the benefits of God’s grace one must be baptized into Christ.  Paul states in Romans 6:3, 4 
“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore, we are 
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life.”  Then in Galatians 3:27 Paul writes; “For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”  In being baptized into Christ one is baptized into his death where he shed his 
blood.  It is here that the sinner comes into contact with the cleansing blood of Jesus where he is cleansed of all his 
past sins.  God credits the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ to sinful man and declares him free from the penalty of 
death.  Galatians 3:20 declares, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the son of God, who love me, and gave himself for me.”  It 
might be asked in what way are people saved by the “faith of Christ”?  They are saved by being in Christ thus 
incorporating his perfect faith.  We partake of his perfect faith thus we are justified by His faith and not by our weak, 
frail faith. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. How would you define justification?  Justification is the exercise of God’s grace by which he credits the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus Christ to sinful man and declares him free from the penalty of death.  It is based entirely upon 
the perfect and complete atoning power of Christ’s blood. 
 
2. Why is it essential that Christians understand the nature and the scope of justification?   Because there are many 
misconceptions about justification.  It is important to know exactly what is involved so that we might know what to do 
to remove the guilt of sin from our lives. 
 
3. What happens to a person who is caught up in the mesh of meritorious good works as a means of their salvation?   
One cannot experience the joy of their salvation because they are constantly striving to earn their salvation which 
cannot become a reality.   
 
4. What does justification do for our outlook on life?  Being free from the guilt of sin and in fellowship with God gives 
us peace of mind.   It makes us a joyful, grateful and loving people. 
 
5. While we may accept justification intellectually do we accept it emotionally?  It is difficult because the idea of 
earning one’s salvation had been handed down from previous generations thus conditioning us  to believe we must 
earn our salvation. 
 
6. Justification is conferred on the basis of what?   It is based entirely upon the perfect and complete atoning power of 
Christ’s blood.  
 
7. How does justification differ from sanctification?  Justification takes place once and for all.  Sanctification is a 
continuing process which is never complete in this life.  We will never conform completely to the image of Christ until 
we see Him as He is (1 John 3:2). 

 
‘The amazing grace of God’ 

Lesson Five 
Sanctification 

The word “sanctification” does not communicate very well in our society today.  It carries with it the idea of strict 
piety sanctimoniousness and self-righteousness which are odious to most people.  The words sanctification and 
holiness are now used so frequently to represent the moral and spiritual qualities of a person that they don’t convey the 
true meaning of the word.  You frequently hear someone say, “I’m no saint.”  The KJV often places the word “Saint” 
in front of the names of the writers of the N.T. thus indicating spiritual superiority. The doctrine of Canonization of 
Saints shows the complete misunderstanding people have of this Bible word. 
 
There is a prevalent doctrine that says one can reach a state of sinless perfection.  John Wesley’s doctrine of 
“Sanctification” has permeated the thinking of many religious people, especially Pentecostalism.  This doctrine teaches 
that at conversion one is an incomplete Christian.  At a later time, one can go on to obtain sanctification which is an 
instantaneous religious experience. At that point, one becomes holy and does not sin any more although you may make 
mistakes.  This concept is entirely false and is not what is under consideration in the word “sanctify.”  It contradicts 
John’s statement to Christians, “If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8). 
 
It is very important that we have a correct understanding of sanctification.  The Greek N.T. word is “hagios” which is 
often translated as “holy”  or “saint.”  However, the meaning of the word is simply “to separate.”  It is used in the N.T. 
to convey the relationship between God the Christian and the world.  
 
The word “justification” which we studied in our last lesson is often defined as “making righteous” thus some confuse 
sanctification with justification. Sanctification can refer to moral goodness within a person yet there is a vast difference 
between our moral goodness (righteousness) which Isaiah calls “filthy rags” (64:6) and the perfect righteousness of 
Jesus Christ which is imputed to us by God on the basis of our justification.  Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the law but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we 
might be justified by the faith of Christ and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be 
justified.”  Thus, God substitutes the perfect faith of Jesus for our own weak frail faith.   
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Sanctification differs from justification in two important ways.  First, justification is an act of God which takes place 
outside the sinner whereby He acquits the penitent believer of his guilt and punishment and restores him to a state of 
sonship.  Man contributes nothing to it.   It does not directly change the inner life or moral strength of the sinner.  For 
example it does not take away the thief’s temptation to steal or the alcoholic’s desire for drink.  This is where 
sanctification does its work.   It takes place in the inner life of a man and gradually separates him from worldly and 
temporal values.  Sanctification moves the Christian increasingly toward identity with the image of Christ. 
 
Second, justification is a once-for-all-times occurrence and something that is an instantaneous happening.  It is not 
repeated over and over again as implied when we often pray, “Father, forgive us of all our sins since we last stood 
justified in thy sight.”  Justification is an act of God that is completed once and for all.  One will never be more justified 
or less justified.  Man is either wholly justified or he is not justified at all.  In other words, the moment a sinner 
becomes a Christian, he is as justified as he will ever be.   
 
In contrast sanctification is a continuing process which is never complete in this life because we never stop growing 
into the image of Jesus.  We shall never conform completely to the image of Christ until we see Him as He is.  In 1 
John 3:2 the writer says, “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”  Sinless perfection will take 
place only in heaven and not before. 
 
The Godhead plays a part in our sanctification by helping us to overcome the world and its sin.  We are not left alone 
to fight the battle of temptation and sin. Sanctification is a synergism (a cooperative work) in which both the Godhead 
and the Christian are involved.   First of all, man must diligently pursue the goal of sanctification.  At the same time the 
Godhead provides him with help.   
 
For example, the Spirit renders the Christian effective.  Paul says in 2 Timothy 1:13, 14 “Hold fast the pattern of sound 
word which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.  That good thing which was 
committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.” 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:13 “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because 
God has from the beginning chosen you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.” 
 
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2:13, 14, “We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, 
that we may understand what God has freely given us.  This is what we speak, not words taught us by human wisdom 
but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.”  Thus, the Word of God is a means for 
bringing about our sanctification.   
 
The Lord’s Supper subjectively brings the participant’s spirit into closer communion with the will of God.  This is a 
very private and personal moment on the Lord’s Day when we examine ourselves and at the same time recall the great 
price Jesus paid for our sins with his death on the cross.  It has the effect of humbling us, drawing us closer to the 
cross and motivating us to be more like Him. 
  
Romans 6:4-6 clearly shows that baptism is a seal of an inner commitment to a new lifestyle.  “Therefore, we were 
buried with Him by baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we 
also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of 
sin might be done away with, that we should no longer serve sin.” 
 
Certainly, prayer is very effective as we let our “requests be made known unto God.”  Also, John tells us that Jesus is 
our “advocate with the Father.”  We also have Jesus as our example.  “Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that you should follow His steps” (1 Peter 2:21). 
 
Good works are both a result and, contributory to sanctification.  The two are intricately related.  In the same way that 
the old unconverted life expressed itself in works of evil, the new life expresses itself in good works.  Sanctification 
always results in good works.  Good works are consistent with sanctification if we are not seeking to establish our 
own righteousness by meritorious deeds. 
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One of the reasons why the Pharisees did not accept Jesus was that all their works which they did to be seen of men, 
did not count with Him.  He could see through their facade.  Once he told them, “You hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside, are full of dead men’s bones and everything 
unclean” Because they depended on their works they became self righteous.  This is always a problem when people 
begin to depend on their good works.  One can easily become self-righteous looking down on others, even fellow 
Christians.   
 
The problem with earning our salvation is that we can convince ourselves that we have earned it by our own personal 
strength and knowledge without considering the part that God plays in our sanctification.  The Pharisees felt they had 
reached a higher state than others therefore they were superior to others.  How much better to serve the Lord out of 
gratitude for his amazing grace than to depend on our works to get us to heaven.  When works come because of 
gratitude then we realize how unworthy we are of God’s grace.  There is no temptation to become self-righteous 
because our minds are focused on the love of Jesus and not on what I have obtained by my own strength. 
 

In the parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector we see two extremes on the scale of piety.  The Pharisee was very 
comfortable in his personal righteousness.  In praying he did not ask for forgiveness; he felt no need of that.  He did 
not thank God for all his blessings.  He had come to call God’s attention to what a righteous person he was.  He 
trusted in his own acts of merit.  He fasted twice a week, he tithed, he was not like other people especially the tax 
collector.   
 
The tax collector had no illusions about himself.  He knew that he was a sinner.  He made no claim upon God’s favor.  
He had no defense, nothing to offer God except a broken and contrite heart.  He simply begged for God’s mercy.  We 
are told that  this man went down to his house justified rather than the Pharisee.  Why?  Because “He who humbles 
himself will be exalted.”   “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6).  Paul says, “Love is not 
proud.”    
 
Is it not possible that we who are Christians can get into the same mind set as the Pharisees?  We have the right 
doctrine on salvation. We have the truth on how the church is to worship.  We know how the N. T. church was 
organized in the first century.  Pride can easily cause us to feel superior with the result we look down on others who 
may be in error.  We need to keep reminding ourselves that even as Christians we sin and were it not for the grace of 
God there would be no hope even for the Christian. 
 
People who fully accept the grace of God are so much more relaxed and happy than those who struggle with this 
Biblical concept.  Think what your life can become if you fully accept the fact that, because of your obedient faith, 
God’s grace has already saved you.  The very reason you are engaged in good works is because you have been saved 
by the grace of God.  With Paul you can say, “By the grace of God I am what I am.”  Paul also said, “We are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works” (Ephesians 2:10).  We are now free to be like Jesus. 
 
Do you serve God out of a heart so full of gratitude for his grace that has saved you already?  Or do you work for God 
in order to stay on his good side in hopes that he will weigh your good works and find you deserving of salvation when 
you die?  While one can go to heaven on this basis yet it will yield a life of fear and weariness.  It will rob you of the 
joy of your salvation.  On the other hand, serving God out of gratitude for his grace will yield a life of joy and peace.   
The choice is ours. 

 
QUESTIONS 

1. How would you define sanctification?  It’s basic meaning is “to separate” or “set apart.”  It sets us apart from the 
world and draws us closer to the image of Christ. 
 
2. Are you a saint?  All Christians are saints for all have been set apart for a holy purpose.  We have been delivered 
from “the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of the Son of His love” (Colossians 1:13). 
   
3. Is “saint” a title?  It is often used in this manner. 
 
4. Is sanctification ever completed so that one becomes sinless?   Never in this life.  The apostle John reminds us “If we 
say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”  It will only be completed when we “see Him as He 
is.” 
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5. How does sanctification differ from justification? Justification acquits the penitent believer of his guilt and 
punishment and restores him to sonship with God. It is a one time occurrence that occurs when one becomes a 
Christian.  In contrast sanctification is a continuing process that takes place in the inner life of a man and gradually 
separates him from worldly and temporal values.  It is a continuing process which is never complete in this life because 
we never stop growing into the image of Jesus. 
 
6. Do some people try to save themselves by meritorious works?   Definitely yes.  In the middle ages, there developed 
the penitential system which men strove to pay for their own sins by doing penance, inflicting some kind of punishment 
upon themselves to make up for their wrongdoings thus escaping the condemnation by God.  It reached its climax in 
the doctrine of Purgatory, the belief that sins committed by Christians which have not been wiped out by acts of 
penance during a lifetime, must be punished in the after-life in purgatory until claims against the sinner have been 
satisfied. 
 
7. How does a legalistic person become entangled in sanctification?  He thinks he can stay on the good side of God by 
his good works. 
 
8. Can we sanctify Jesus in our hearts?  Yes 
 
9. Is sanctification a prerequisite to our salvation?  Yes, there must the desire to be like Jesus. 
 
10. Does sanctification contribute to a feeling of welfare and satisfaction in my life?  Yes, because I have been set apart 
from the world and am no longer a servant to sin.  I am now serving God out of gratitude and it is no longer my 
personal ego that lives but rather “Christ lives in me.” 
 

‘The amazing grace of God’ 
Lesson Six 

Atonement and The Faith Connection 
 

God’s grace does not come to man because of any special obligation God has toward man.   Lost humanity cannot 
make any claim on God’s grace.  The Greek word charis is usually translated as grace but it’s root meaning is 
something given freely without any compensation expected.  From it we get the English word “charity.”  Charity is 
benevolence that expects no repayment.  In other words, it is a gift with no strings attached.    
 
 
Any attempt to combine human effort with divine effort robs grace of its meaning.  Paul wrote “And if by grace, then it 
is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace” (Romans 11:6).  Paul is simply saying that if we try 
to introduce works into the equation of justification, then we must take grace out because we have violated its 
meaning.    In Romans 3:24 Paul wrote “(We) are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus.”  The word “freely”  stresses the aspect of an unconditional gift.   
 
When we speak of free grace we are referring only of the cost to the recipient and not the giver. There is no such thing 
as a free lunch.  A guest may enjoy a free meal but somebody has paid for it.  In the case of our salvation grace came 
at a very high price.  The total cost was paid by our Savior on a Roman cross.  Man had absolutely nothing to do with 
the price that was paid. 
 
A tremendous problem existed between God and mankind.  This was man’s sin.  Man’s sin created such a gulf between 
him and his Creator that fellowship was impossible. Paul reminds of this fact. “All have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  Isaiah also makes it very clear that, “Your iniquities have separated you from your 
God; your sins have hidden his face from you” (Isaiah 59:2).  With fellowship broken, God had to devise a plan that 
would allow Him to justify man and yet at the same time He would not compromise His own perfect justice.  That plan 
was the atonement.  
 
Atonement is the central doctrine of grace.  However, the English word atonement does not properly express the 
scriptural teaching on this subject.  If you look at it closely you will see it is simply a compound word, (AT-ONE-
MENT), which expresses the idea of a reconciliation between God and man. They are brought together to become 
one, thus the idea of restoring fellowship between the two of them.  This is really the idea of reconciliation and not 
what is intended by the word atonement.  



 15
In the O.T. the Hebrew word Kaphar (to cover) occurs more than one hundred times in connection with the idea of 
atonement.  However, in the N.T. no single Greek word occurs which means atonement.  The word atonement does 
occur in Romans 5:11 but is a mistranslation of the Greek word katalange which means reconciliation.  The doctrine of 
atonement however is clearly taught in such passages as John 1:29 and Hebrews, chapters 9 and 10. 
 
Because of God’s perfect and absolute holiness, the sins of man had to be covered.  Man could not stand in God’s holy 
presence and have fellowship with him without his sins being covered or separated from him.  In the shedding of his 
blood our sins were covered and thus God was propitiated, appeased thus satisfied.  The word propitiation is probably 
the most accurate word that expresses the idea of atonement.  The point is that God was satisfied that sin had been 
covered.  Now the door to reconciliation between man and God was open. This is a critical point. Everything now 
depends upon  man’s response to God’s offer to cover his sins.  Man’s response to God’s grace determines whether or 
not reconciliation between the two becomes effective. 
 
There is a double aspect to atonement.   It can be seen in the two goats used in the annual ritual of the atonement 
found in Leviticus 16.  This ritual was typical of the real atonement that would take place later with Christ.  One goat 
was sacrificed and his blood was sprinkled on the mercy seat in the Most Holy Place.  The other goat, called the 
scapegoat had all the sins of the people put onto it’s head and was then carried away into the wilderness.   Likewise, 
Jesus carried our sin away when He died on the cross (1 Peter 2:24) but he also carried His blood “within the veil” to 
sprinkle it upon the mercy seat (Hebrews 9:11, 12).   
 
At this point we must be careful not to leave a wrong impression.  Some men believe that God’s grace applies 
generally to mankind without any conditions.  In order for reconciliation to take place it requires man’s participation.  
To illustrate, a man might be left a very large sum of money by a deceased relative.  The money is in the bank and is 
potentially his.  However, he will not enjoy the benefits of it until it effectively becomes his and this will not happen 
until he has complied with the requirements of the will.   
 
Fellowship with God becomes effective  only when we have claimed it for our own by complying with the terms of 
Christ’s will.  These terms require a symbolic re-enactment  of Christ’s atoning death.    This involves baptism.  A 
reading of Romans 6:3-4 shows that it is at this point we come into contact with the blood of Christ.  “Know ye not, 
that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore, we are buried with him 
by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.”    
 
When the Roman soldier thrust the spear into the side of the body of Jesus there came forth both blood and water.  
When we re-enact Christ’s atoning death in baptism we come into contact with the blood of Christ.  Baptism puts us 
into his death where he shed his blood.   When we have done this, our sins are expiated or atoned for by his precious 
blood.  Our offenses against God’s righteousness are propitiated and we are redeemed from the guilt and 
condemnation of sin.   
 
Reconciliation is then affected between God and man.  Paul wrote, “Whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became 
obedient from the heart to that form of teaching (pattern of doctrine) whereunto ye were delivered; and being made 
free from sin, ye became servants of righteousness” (Romans 6:17, 18).  Paul is simply saying that Christ’s atonement 
becomes effective in our lives when an obedient act of faith (baptism) takes place in our lives.  Atonement is the 
expression of God’s grace and mercy, and no other means of reconciliation has ever been revealed to man. 
 
God has provided the means - unlimited grace - to save our entire world yet we know that most of the world is not 
saved.  This there must be some other factor in the equation of salvation besides the grace of God.  That factor is the 
response of man, and that response is faith.  Grace can only reach us through faith.  Paul declares, “For by grace have 
you been saved through faith” (Ephesians 1:8).   
 
Most communities have a common water supply that is available to all who live there. The source is usually a river, 
lake or well.  But the source does not run through you house.  The water reaches each individual’s household through 
a channel or pipe.  In the same way God’s grace reaches us when our hearts accept it through the channel of faith.  
Salvation is God’s wondrous gift to mankind, grounded in God’s mercy and love and channeled through man’s faith.   
 
Millions of people believe intellectually that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, but they do not change their direction in 
life nor their relationship to God in any way.   
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If you were to ask the average person in the Western world if he believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, he 
probably would say yes.  However, he does not mean by his answer that he is interested in becoming a Christian.  He is 
simply indicating that he believes the evidence favors the fact that a historical person named Jesus lived and was called 
the Son of God.   
 
While intellectual faith is a beginning point, unless it progresses beyond this stage, nothing will ever be changed about 
this person’s relationship with God.  It must become a personal emotional belief.  This is where the matter becomes 
personal and the believer relates the information to himself.  Am I ready to meet God?  What does the crucifixion mean 
to me a sinner?  Am I willing to change my life?  At this point, one is aware of his sinfulness and does not desire to 
continue in sin.  This is repentance.   At the same time, he recognizes the need to have his sins removed.  The sinner’s 
faith is strong enough that he resolves in his heart: I will accept and obey God’s terms of pardon and receive his 
gracious forgiveness.  He then proceeds to acknowledge his faith in Christ and be baptized.  Baptism is an expression 
of faith in Christ’ death, burial and resurrection.   

 
Oh, the wisdom of our God.  To think that he could take a cruel Roman cross and bring about the atonement for all 
our sins is truly wonderful.  “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his 
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  Who has known the mind of the Lord? For from him and through him 
and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever! Amen” (Romans 11:34). 
 

QUESTIONS 
1. Why is it important that we understand the relationship between grace and faith?  Because the only way grace can 
come to us is through faith.  Paul says, “For by grace have you been saved through faith.”  This indicates there are 
certain terms or conditions attached to our receiving God’s grace.  In order to receive an inheritance provided us in a 
will we must comply with the terms of that will.  Only when we have complied with the terms of Christ’s will can 
God’s grace be effective in our lives.  
 
2. Can one separate works from genuine faith?  No.  Genuine faith acts upon what it believes in.   Faith must be more 
than just intellectual or it will not act.  God expects and active obedient faith. 
 
3. In what way do works compliment grace? Works are done out of gratitude for what God has done for us.  Gratitude 
is a result of love.  God knows that we love him when we serve him out of gratitude. 
 
4. Is grace an enabler? Yes. The love of God was expressed to man by Jesus’ death on the cross and thus grace 
becomes the great motivation in our lives.  John says, “We love him because he first loved us.” 
 
5. What did grace enable Paul to do?  He turned from being a persecutor to become one a great if not the greatest 
Christian that ever lived.   He endured great hardships and persecutions but this did not stop him.  He went on to 
evangelize many countries.  Even while in prison his work did not cease as he received many people into his own hired 
house and taught them.  Also, people in Caesar’s household were converted during Paul’s second imprisonment in 
Rome.   He wrote 13 of the N.T. letters with seven of these being written while in prison.  He could look back on his 
life as a persecutor and compare it with his present life and say, “By the grace of God, I am what I am.” 
 
6. In the overall picture, is our salvation based partially upon grace, partially upon faith, and partially upon works?  By 
seeing grace and faith in their proper relationship we can credit God alone with our salvation without in any way   
diminishing men’s responsibility in accepting or rejecting that salvation.  God’s plan for saving men is not divided into 
separate compartments and made up of distinct and different elements, but is, in fact, an integrated whole.   
 

‘The amazing grace of God’ 
Lesson Seven 

The Crucifixion -Part One 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you have received and in which 
you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you-unless you have believed in 
vain.  For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received; that Christ died for our sins according to Scriptures, 
and that He was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). 
 
The heart and core of the gospel is the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It was His crucifixion 
that atonement for our sins took place.  Perhaps many of us have taken the crucifixion more or less for granted.   
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None of us have ever witnessed a crucifixion.  Thus, we have a very distant concept of what actually took place when 
a person was crucified.  Most of us then have a very limited concept of the torment that Jesus endured on the cross.  
However, all of his suffering was not just on the cross but involved events leading up to his crucifixion.  To really 
appreciate the atonement, it would be well if we review in detail the events beginning with the Passover Supper and 
ending with his death.  This comprises a period of approximately twenty-four hours.  These twenty-four hours are 
most significant hours in the history of mankind. 
 
At about six o’clock on a Thursday evening (sundown) Jesus observed the Passover Supper with his disciples.  This 
was a yearly observance.  It commemorated the deliverance from the death that was decreed by God on the first born 
of every family in Egypt.  The Passover meal consisted of roasted lamb, bitter Herb’s, unleavened bread and four cups 
of wine.  Jesus took two of these - the unleavened bread and the wine and instituted the Lord’s Supper, which would 
later be observed by Christians on the first day of each week (Acts 20:7). 
 
At the conclusion of the supper we are simply told, “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives.”  Jesus with eleven of the apostles proceed through the streets of Jerusalem in the direction of the garden.  His 
route may have taken him out one of the eastern gates.  These will be among the last steps in Jerusalem for Jesus.  
Descending into the valley of Kidron he would cross the brook Kidron and then follow the little path to the garden. 
 
“Gethsemane” means “olive press” therefore this garden was probably an olive orchard of some size.  From John 18:2 
it seems Jesus must have frequently talked with his disciples there.  Judas would have known that it was a favorite spot 
of the Lord.  Here Jesus leaves eight of the disciples with the admonition to pray and then taking Peter, James and 
John he goes further into the garden.  His human soul desired the presence of those who had stood nearest him.  A 
person who is about to suffer and die craves the presence of those who are close to him. 
 
Increasingly, with each step forward he became “sorrowful.” “full of sorrow,” “sore amazed” and “troubled.”  He told 
them of his deep sorrow.  He said his soul was near to death.  He is literally overwhelmed in sorrow and baptized in 
mental anguish.  Upon him God had put the sorrow and burden of all.  Isaiah said, “He bore our grief’s, carried our 
sorrows, and the chastisement of our peace was upon him” (Isaiah 53).  The sea of human sin and woe was then 
surging about his soul.  So, great was this burden that it could produce death.  The mystery of his suffering is quite 
beyond our human comprehension. 
 
Here we see Jesus as he prays in great agony.  Crucifixions were common in that day.  Historical evidence says that 
several hundred crucifixions took place in Jerusalem during this period of history.  Jesus knew what he faced.  First, 
there was the terrible and awful pain that he would suffer.  Second, he knew that he must be the perfect lamb, the 
perfect sacrifice.  He would be bearing the sins of the entire world on him.  This burden alone was enough to would 
bring him close to death even before he went to the cross.  Had he failed in one point the atonement would not have 
taken place.  There is a mystery that surrounds this entire event.  While we may not understand it all, we can 
understand that his suffering was real, intense, even beyond his bearing it had it not been for an angel coming and 
giving him strength to bear this great burden of soul. 
 
It seems he first kneeled, then as his agony increased he fell prone to the ground.  The humanity of Jesus is revealed in 
his request, “Abba, Father, all things are possible with You, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, 
but what You will.”  Matthew quotes Jesus as saying, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.”  It 
seems both natures, physical and spiritual cry out here.  “Let this cup” (physical) and “thy will” (spiritual)  mingle 
together.  It is when we understand that Jesus is both God and man, that we get a clearer understanding of the mighty 
struggle taking place in his soul. 
 
Luke tells us, “And His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”  This is a medical 
condition known as hematidrosis.  While not common it can occur when a person is under great stress.  What happens 
is that severe anxiety causes the release of chemicals that break down the walls of the sweat glands.  As a result, 
there’s a small amount of bleeding into these glands, and the sweat comes out tinged with blood.  This would set up 
his skin to be extremely fragile so that when Jesus was flogged by the Roman soldier the net day, his skin would be 
very, very sensitive. 
 
The disciples were wearying from the day’s activities and were asleep from exhaustion not knowing what was about to 
take place. It had been a long and difficult week for them since their arrival in Bethany.  They had lived under great 
pressure and intense situations.  Jesus admonished them to pray but not for himself but for themselves.   
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He knew they would experience great trials that night and needed God’s help.  In the next three days, their lives would 
be changed forever. It was literally a mob that came for Jesus, and a hostile mob at that.  They came with swords and 
staves.  Jesus asked them, “whom seek ye?”  They were shocked so much that they fell back to the ground.  Seeing 
from the tone of his voice that he would not harm them they regain their composure and take him. 
 
Peter rashly draws a sword and cuts off an ear of Malchus, a servant of the High Priest.  He was simply doing what he 
said he would do - die for the Lord.  It seems the disciples had two swords among them.  Only the ear was clipped?  
The man was fortunate his head was not severely damaged. We must admire Peter for his courage.  Restoring the ear 
would have made a great impression on the average person but they were so intent in taking him captive they ignored 
the miracle.  Their prejudice and hatred for Jesus blinded them to who he really was.  Jesus rebukes Peter for his rash 
act. “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “For all who draw the sword will die by the sword.  Do you 
think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how 
then would the scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” (Matthew 26:52-54).   Later in the Middle 
Ages the Latin Church was responsible for the organizing of “Crusades” to go and battle infidels.  Many a sword has 
been used to kill others in the name of Christ, even unto this present day.  This teaching of Jesus has been completely 
ignored throughout the ages. 
 
Jesus also rebuked the mob.  He said, “Are ye come out as against a robber with swords and staves to seize me?  I sat 
daily in the temple teaching, and ye took me not.”   Who will ever forget the empty and hypocritical performance of 
Judas as he shouts, “hail Master.”  and then kisses Jesus. The word kiss here signifies it was in a most demonstrative 
manner as of two long friends who suddenly meet.  
 

QUESTIONS 
1. There is the age-old question.  What motivated Judas to betray Jesus?   
 
2. Can we be guilty of betraying Christ today?   
 
3. Jesus would bear the sins of the whole world upon him, a burden he could hardly bear.  Can sin be a burden to us 
today?   
 
4. How can we transfer that burden so it will no longer be a burden?   
 
5. What makes sin such a burden?   
 
6. How do most people in the world deal with sin today?     

 
‘The amazing grace of God’ 

Lesson Eight 
The Crucifixion - Part Two 

Jesus will now undergo six trials.  Three of these will be before the Jews and three before the Gentiles.  All will be a 
mockery and perversion of justice. The first trial was before Annas.  Annas had been the High Priest but was replaced 
by Caiaphas his son-in-law.  It’s evident the Jews still regarded him as their High Priest.  He exerted tremendous 
influence even though disposed.  Annas will determine the charges to be brought against the Lord. 
 
He begins by asking about his teaching.  Jesus said his teachings were an open matter.  All he had to do was call in 
those who had heard him.  Surely it was not necessary to ask these questions since his teachings were general 
knowledge.  Jesus seems to be protesting the trial.  An officer strikes Jesus without just cause.  Thus, begins a series of 
humiliating acts against the Lord. Out in the courtyard an interesting scene develops.  Peter begins to do what the Lord 
predicted he would do - deny him three times.  After the final denial and seeing the look on Jesus’ face Peter went out 
and wept bitterly. 
 
The second trial was before Caiaphas with the Sanhedrin present.  Foiled in his attempted examination of Jesus, Annas 
sent him to Caiaphas.  False witnesses are brought in but their reports are in conflict with one another.  When charged 
with the statement he would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days Jesus remained silent. 
 
The High Priest next asks him, “Tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.”  Had Jesus repudiated this he 
would have been shamed forever.   
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If he affirmed the statement he would be charged with blasphemy.  Jesus answered he was.  This will become the major 
issue. Caiaphas pretends he is shocked.  All join in, agreeing that he is worthy of death.  Suddenly they begin to heap 
abuses upon him.  He is spit on, buffeted, smitten with the palm of the hand, blindfolded and mocked.  They sought to 
make his claim contemptible and make it appear he is not worthy to be regarded as a human. 
 
The third trial is before the Sanhedrin.  Since blasphemy was not a Roman offense they must now pervert Jesus’ claim 
to make him say he intended to rebel against Rome.  This will be grounds for death. They attempt to force him to 
incriminate himself.  Whatever answer he might give would be used against him. Point blank they ask him, “Art thou 
the Son of God.”  Jesus answers in the affirmative.  This was the admission they sought.  They are now ready to 
present him to Pilate who is the only one that could commute the death sentence. 
 
The fourth trial is before Pilate.  The rulers attempt to extract a sentence without a trial. They say he is an evil man.  
Pilate says they should judge him themselves.  But they want the death sentence which they had no authority to 
commute.  Pilate seems confused as to why they have brought Jesus to him.  He asks, “What charges are you bringing 
against this man?”  They answer, “If he were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” 
 
The formal charge is now presented.  They say he is (1) a perverter or seducer of men, (2) that he taught withholding 
tribute from Caesar, (3) he claimed to be a king.  All were a gross misrepresentation.  None of these charges had 
played a part in their own trials.  This was to make him appear as one who opposed Caesar. 
 
Pilate now examines him.  He asks, “Art thou the king of the Jews?”  Answering in the affirmative Jesus also asks a 
question which would show he was not a king in the sense they said he was.  No Roman had made such a charge.  If 
true, Pilate would have known.  Pilate senses the fact that Jesus was no threat to the Roman government or that he 
was a rebellious leader.  Pilate now returns Jesus to the Jews saying he finds no fault in him.  But the people were very 
urgent, hurling charges against him.  Jesus answered nothing remaining silent. 
 
The fifth trial is before Herod Antipas.  Discovering that Jesus was from Herod’s province of Galilee, Pilate sends him 
to Herod who was in Jerusalem at this time.  This way he could shift some of the responsibility.  Feeling their case had 
failed before Pilate the Jews vehemently accused Jesus before Herod.  Jesus remains silent through this entire period.  
Herod shows vengeance for his silence by heaping abusive contempt on him.  He is then sent back to Pilate. 
 
The sixth and final trial is before Pilate for the second time.  Being the custom to release a prisoner each year to the 
Jews Pilate thought he had a solution to his dilemma.  Imprisoned at this time was a renowned robber, thief and 
murderer, Barabbas.  Surely, they would prefer Jesus.  Calling together the leaders he offers to release Barabbas a 
notorious criminal. While on the judgment seat Pilate receives a message from his wife saying not to do anything to 
Christ.  Pilate begins a stalling tactic by saying he found nothing wrong in Christ.  But they cried out the more, 
“Crucify him, crucify him.” 
 
Pilate now has Jesus scourged.  Maybe he was thinking that upon seeing his scourged body they would take pity on 
Jesus.  Roman floggings were known to be terribly brutal. This was a Roman, not a Jewish custom before crucifixion.  
The hands were tied high to a tree or post.  A whip was made of a short wood handle and heavy leather straps in 
which sharp bones of sheep knuckles or lead balls were attached to the ends of the thongs.  The Jews forbade more 
than forty lashes (thirty-nine was the maximum allowed), but the Romans did not have a limit.  The scourging was 
usually carried out by a Roman soldier and the number of lashes might depend upon his temperament at the time. 
 
The whip was brought down upon the bare back, the back would be so shredded that sometimes part of the spine was 
exposed by the deep cuts.  Even ribs could be broken and nerves exposed.  The whipping would have gone all the way 
from the shoulders down the back, then the buttocks, and the back of the legs.  Both venous and arterial bleeding 
occurred.  Large, deep, dark, bruised surfaces would begin to appear.  Finally, the skin of the back is hanging in long 
shreds.  The whole area would be an unrecognizable mass of torn, bleeding tissue.   
 
Many people would have died from this kind of beating before they could be crucified.  The victim would experience 
hypovolemic shock.  Hypo means low, and vol refers to volume, and emic means blood.  So, hypovolemic shock 
means the person is suffering the effects of losing a large amount of blood.  This would cause four things to happen.  
First, the heart races to try and pump blood that isn’t there.  Second the blood pressure drops.  Third, the kidneys stop 
producing urine to maintain what volume is left.   
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Fourth the person becomes very thirsty as the body craves fluids to replace the lost blood volume.  There is no 
question that Jesus was in serious to critical condition before his crucifixion.  This explains why later he was unable to 
carry the cross. 
 
In addition, the soldiers platted a crown of thorns and put it on his head.  Think for a moment.  Someone’s hatred was 
so strong they took the time and trouble to find some vines with thorns and weave them into a crown.  This is pushed 
down upon the head of Jesus.  There would be copious bleeding because the scalp is one of the most vascular areas of 
the body.   
 
Bringing him before the people Pilate declares, “Behold the man” not “your king.”  Angered, Pilate seems to say, “I 
find him innocent but you can’t seem to understand the case has ended.  If you are superior judges then do your own 
crucifying.”  They defend themselves by saying he is worthy of death for blasphemy under their law.  They say, “He 
has made himself God.”  This may have frightened Pilate.  “Where are you from?” asks Pilate.  Jesus’ silence angers 
Pilate. 
 
For the final time Pilate attempts to release Jesus but this time the crowd accuses Pilate of not being loyal to Caesar.  
They say Caesar is their king.  Pilate could not ignore this.  Washing his hands, he claims to be innocent of Jesus’ 
blood.  The people cry out, “His blood be upon us and our children.”  Little did they realize how much.  Never has the 
world witnessed greater prejudice and hatred.  That they did not realize the significance of what they were doing is 
expressed later by Peter.  “And now brethren, I know that in ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers” (Acts 3:17).  
Paul would write later, “Which none of the rulers of this world hath known: for had they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of Glory” (1 Corinthians 2:8). 
 
The issue today is still the same as it was then, was Jesus the Son of God?  There is much involved in the good 
confession - not just some words to be repeated.  Jesus asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?”  Many are willing to call him Lord, but want to crucify his commands. 
 
When we think of the sufferings of Christ we usually think only of what transpired on the cross.  The next time you 
partake of the Lord’s Supper you might give some thought to the terrible beating his body received before he went to 
the cross.  Not only was his blood shed on the cross but his back was left in bloody shreds of flesh before he went to 
the cross.   

 
QUESTIONS 

1. It is difficult for us to think about the beating our Lord took.  Do you think it was difficult for God to watch this?   
 
2. Does God have feelings and emotions like ours?   
 
3. Why did God allow the Jews to do such a wicked thing?   
 
4. Were they ever punished for this wicked deed?   
 
5. Oh the love of God that he would allow his Son to suffer such indignities and pain for sinners like you and me.  Can 
we fully comprehend how great God’s love is?   
 
6. What can we comprehend?    
 
7. John 3:16 reads, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son.”  Does this passage take on 
greater meaning to you now?   
 
8. Can one ever fully comprehend God’s love?   
 
9. Can we ever fully appreciate it? 
 

‘The amazing grace of God’ 
Lesson Nine 

The Crucifixion - Part Three 
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Having passed sentence on Jesus, Pilate delivers him to be taken for execution.  It is unusual the execution would 
follow so soon after the sentence.  Usually a few days intervened.  Tradition says the procession went through a street 
named Via Dolorosa in the present city of Jerusalem.  However, the present city is 30 feet above the level of the city in 
Jesus’ time.  However, it may have followed this general route. 
 
At this point in time Jesus would have been exhausted.  Since the Passover Supper he had no food, no sleep and was 
bleeding and suffering terrible pain from the lashings he received from the Roman soldier.  The heavy crossbar of the 
cross is tied across his bleeding shoulders.  The slow journey to the place of the execution now begins.  Jesus tries to 
walk erect but fails and he stumbles.  He tries to rise but human muscles have been pushed beyond their endurance.  
The centurion, anxious to get on with the execution, selects a North African, Simon of Cyrene, to carry the crossbar. 
The most common cross used was the T or Tau cross which was comprised of two parts: the stipes, an upright pole or 
beam, and the patibulum, or the cross armpiece.  The post was permanently fixed in the ground with a notch at the top 
into which the patibulum or crossbar could be slipped into without trouble.  The crossbar would weigh from one 
hundred to one hundred and twenty pounds.  In the weakened condition Jesus was in this weight was just too much for 
him to bear. 
 
It seems a multitude of people followed with the women weeping and lamenting.  Jesus turns and tells them not to 
weep for him but for themselves and their children.  He had reference to the great destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  
Arriving at Golgotha the terrible preparations are made for his crucifixion.  The word Golgotha means “place of the 
skull.”  Just outside the Damascus gate there is a hill which is shaped like a skull with two caves that look like eyeless 
sockets.  It is generally believed they arrived there around nine o’clock in the morning. 
 
Jesus would have been thrown down, his hands would have been nailed in an outstretched position to the horizontal 
beam.  This crossbar was called the patibulum.  The Romans used spikes that were five to seven inches long and 
tapered to a sharp point.  They would have driven them through the wrists.  This would be a position that would lock 
the hands.  If the nails had been driven through the palms, his weight would have caused the skin to tear and he would 
have fallen from the crossbar.  This concept comes from the painting of artist in the Middle Ages and their concept of 
His crucifixion.  The wrist was considered a part of the hand in the language of that day.  It is important to understand 
the nail would have gone through and crushed the median nerve which is the largest nerve going out to the hand.  The 
pain would have been absolutely unbearable.  They had to invent a new word to describe it - the word excruciating.  
Literally, excruciating means ‘out of the cross.’ 
 
At this point Jesus would have been hoisted as the crossbar was dropped into the notch at the top of the vertical post.  
Quickly the feet are nailed, the left over the right, with the same size large crude nail.  They are nailed through the arch 
of the foot, leaving the knees in a flexed position.  Again, the nerves in his feet would have been crushed, and there 
would have been a similar type of pain as with his wrists.  Thus, the torture would now become unbearable.  With the 
knees flexed, toes downward, full pressure of the body is placed on the nerves of the feet.  When this can be tolerated 
no more the body sages to where the entire body weight is borne by the nails through the wrists.  The arms would have 
been stretched, probably about six inches in length, and both shoulders would have become dislocated.  This was a 
fulfillment of the O.T. prophecy of Psalm 22 which says, “My bones are out of joint.” 
 
Once a person is hanging in a vertical position crucifixion is essentially an agonizing slow death by asphyxiation.  
Stress on the muscles and diaphragm put the chest into the inhaled position; so that basically, in order to exhale, the 
Lord would have had to push up on his feet so the tension on the muscles would be eased for a moment.  In doing this 
the nail would tear through the foot, eventually locking up against the tarsal bones.  Then after managing to exhale, the 
Lord would then be able to relax down and take another breath in.  Over and over again he would have had to push 
up, scraping his bloodied back against the coarse wood of the cross.  This would go on until complete exhaustion 
would take place where the person would not be able to push up and breathe anymore. 
 
As his breathing would slow down he would go into what is called respiratory acidosis.  The carbon dioxide in the 
blood is dissolved which leads to an irregular heartbeat.  Jesus would have known that he was at the moment of death, 
thus, he could say, “Lord, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  Actually, Jesus died of cardiac arrest.  In this process 
fluid would collect around the heart and the lungs. This explains why both blood and water came from the side of Jesus 
when the soldier thrust the spear into his side.  John’s description is consistent with what modern medicine would 
expect to have happened.  This would have been a very difficult scene to witness.  I would be even harder in our 
Western society today.  Someone, maybe some of the Jewish women, offered Jesus strong wine mixed with myrrh.  
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This would dull the senses and relieved some of the agony.  When Jesus tasted it, and realized what it was he would 
not drink it.  He would not avoid any of the sufferings and would keep his mental faculties alert to the very end. 
 
Crucifixion was usually carried out by four soldiers assigned to the task.  They would remain on duty and watch 
throughout the ordeal of suffering until the victim died.  The four assigned to the Lord divided his garments, but 
gambled for the seamless robe in order not to tare it.  Little did they realize they were fulfilling the prophecy of Psalm 
22:18, “They divide My garments among them and for My clothing they cast lots.”  Seemingly this is all the Lord 
owned that he could leave to this world.  What a great lesson this is for us.  What will we leave? 
 
We also learn that two thieves are crucified at the same time with one being placed on the right-hand side of Jesus and 
the other on the left-hand side.  This no doubt was not by accident but done to bring ignominy on Jesus.  It was to add 
insult to insult. 
 
Over the head of the criminal was usually a board with an inscription telling who he was and his crime.  A titulus or 
small sign, was usually carried in front of the procession that walked to the place of execution.  Later it was nailed to 
the top of the cross.  Pilate wrote, “Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the Jews.”  This was written in the three current 
languages of that day which were Latin, Greek and Hebrew.  The Jewish leaders were enraged when they saw this title 
because it sounded to much like a statement of fact.  They protested to Pilate but he refused to change it. 
 
Their only recourse now was to station themselves in front of the cross and give forth with sarcastic statements 
ridiculing Jesus.  We are told that the chief priests, the scribes and the elders mocked him.  No matter how wicked a 
person has been as he dies people usually leave him alone while he dies.  Very few of us would stand and ridicule a 
dying man. 
 
They walked back and forth calling out to him in loud jeering voices.  “Ha, thou that destroyest the temple, and 
buildest it in three days.”  “He saved others, himself he cannot save.”  They call on him to come down from the cross 
offering to believe upon him if he would do so.  Little did they realize they were fulfilling prophecy.  Psalm 22:87, 88; 
“All those who see Me laugh Me to scorn; they shake the head, saying ‘He trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue Him; let 
Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him.’”  Solomon in Proverbs 24:17 said, “Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, 
and do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; Lest the Lord see it, and it displease Him, and He turn away His 
wrath from him.” For about six hours Jesus would suffer agony indescribable by tongue or pen.  His utterances from 
the cross reflect much concerning his sufferings.  The first three were spoken in the full light of day before noon and 
the last four were spoken after noon in a mysterious darkness. 
 
“Father forgive them: for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).  This was uttered in the midst of the insulting 
taunts of the mob.  Most of us would find revenge a natural reaction.  But Jesus was thinking of others, not an injured 
pride.  Because of the seriousness of their sin he could feel pity for them.  The verb is imperfect, thus literally, “He 
kept on saying, Father forgive them, they know not what they do.”  We are left with the impression that with each 
indignity the Lord repeated his prayer on behalf of his tormentors.  There is no greater example of forgiving love.  
Jesus taught his disciples to pray for their enemies and those that would persecute them (Matthew 5:44).  He has never 
asked us to do anything that He was not willing to do.  We find it so hard to forgive.  We carry grudges and anger 
against others, even fellow Christians.  Surely if He could forgive the terrible atrocity that was committed against him 
we can learn to forgive the petty grievances we hold against others. 
 
“Today shalt thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).  One of the thieves finds himself strangely moved by the 
dying Savior.  We marvel at the knowledge he has which is revealed in his statement.  He says to the other thief, “For 
we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”  How did he know this?  It is obvious 
that the thief was penitent, confessed Christ, believed in Him and appealed to the Lord to save him.  When confronted 
with death suddenly our whole way of thinking can change.  Don’t wait until death to make a decision to follow 
Christ. 
 
The third utterance from the cross was, “Woman, behold thy son.....Behold your mother” (Luke 19:26, 27).  Gathered 
in a little group near the cross were his mother, his sister mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas and Mary of 
Magdala.  Mary’s sister was the mother of John; thus John would have been a cousin to Jesus on Mary’s side of the 
family.  This probably explains why Jesus assigned his mother to the care of John.  Since his hands were nailed to the 
cross he must have indicated to whom he was speaking by a movement of either the head or eyes.   
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The human side of Jesus is seen here.  John accepts this responsibility.  Tradition says John did take her under his care 
and eventually took her with him to Ephesus where both died and were buried. 
 
Next Jesus said, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me?  (Matthew 27:46).  This cry of anguish is beyond 
our comprehension.  The depth of anguish expressed in this cry indicates the most excruciating suffering.  Jesus quotes 
Psalm 22:1 applying it to himself as prophetic.  Could it be that Jesus himself, in his humanity, did not fully understand 
all the demands of Divine Love?  We must let this statement rest as it is without too many assumptions. 
 
A sudden mysterious darkness now comes over the city (some say the entire world).  The Jews had been crying for a 
sign.  Was God using his power to add further proof of the divinity of His Son, or was God veiling the dying moments 
of His Son from the reviling multitude?  Some misunderstood the statement thinking that Jesus was calling Elijah.  A 
swollen tongue and parched lips would have made his speech less intelligible. 
 
“I thirst” (Jno. 19:28).  This shows the utter humility and agony he suffered.  He suffered to the fullest extent.  It was 
real, it was excruciating.  The vinegar offered him was sour wine.  It did not contain what had been offered to him 
earlier to ease the pain.  A reed or pole was used to lift a sponge full of the wine. 
 
“It is finished” (John 19:30).  This was the voice of triumph not defeat.  Not that his life was finished but that his work 
which the Father had sent him to accomplish was finished.  He had come unto them, had ministered to them, had 
suffered on the cross and now all that remains is His coming forth from the grave.  What if Jesus had not conquered?  
What hope would we have today? 
 
“Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit” (Lk. 23:46).  There is complete submission and harmony with the 
Father.  This is a prayer of resignation.  Having accomplished His work here on earth He can now commend his soul 
unto God’s keeping.  The scriptures simply tell us that he gave up the ghost or yielded up his spirit.  John says, “He 
bowed His head, and gave up His spirit.” 
 
A number of miraculous things happened when Jesus died.  The veil of the temple was torn in two.  The earth quaked.  
Rocks were split and graves opened and many bodies of departed saints were raised and went into the city and 
appeared to many.  Previous to this at noon there was darkness over all the land.  Thallus, a historian of that time is 
quoted as saying there was darkness but explains it as an eclipse of the sun.  According to Tertullian it was a world 
event witnessed in such cities as Rome, Athens and other Mediterranean cities.  Phlegon, a Greek author reported that 
it became as night in the sixth hour of the day (noon), so that the stars appeared in the heavens.  Not only did the earth 
quake in Jerusalem but also in Bithynia and Nicaea.  Pontus Pilate wrote Emperor Tiberius that “The moon, being like 
blood, did not shine the whole night, and yet at the time of a full moon.  This is a fulfillment of a prophesy by Joel 
(2:28). 
 

QUESTIONS 
1. Considering the great cost of the atonement what can we compare it to that is of equal value?    
 
2. Who among men can ever repay the terrible cost of our atonement?   
 
3. What about some great Christian martyr like Paul?    
 
4. Why is Christ’s atonement unmerited?   
 
5. Is it being dramatic or sensational to recount the horrors of the cross?   
 
6. What makes the Grace of God amazing?    
 
7. Why is it so few seem to be touched by the cross?   
 
8. Have we as Christians allowed ourselves to take the cross for granted?   
 
9. What can we do to keep it fresh and alive in our hearts?   
 
10. Does this make the Lord’s Supper more significant? 
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‘the amazing grace of god’ 

Lesson Ten 
Grace and Works 

Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8, 9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 
 
Then James writes, “You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only” (James 2:24). 
 
For centuries men have attempted to harmonize these two passages.  We have Paul saying we are saved by grace 
through faith and works has nothing to do with our salvation.  On the other hand, James says we are saved by works 
and not by faith only.  Many have falsely concluded that James contradicts Paul.   
 
Martin Luther is a classic example of this.  In reading the book of Romans, Luther came to Romans 1:17 “The just 
shall live by faith.”  His exegesis of this passage and other passages, led him to the conviction that we are saved by 
faith only.  In all fairness to Luther his concept of faith was different than the mental consent kind of faith proclaimed 
today.  However, he is the author of the doctrine of salvation by faith only.   
 
When Luther came to the book of James and especially the second chapter he became furious in his denunciation of 
James calling it an epistle of straw.  He said the book should not be in the cannon of the N.T. and should be totally 
rejected.  He said James was some Jew who was trying to lead the people back to keeping the works of the law of 
Moses.  Through the years scholars have disagreed with him (even Lutheran scholars) proving without doubt that 
James is a part of the N.T. cannon.   
 
Paul tells us that “All scriptures is given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16).  Thus, the scriptures do not 
contradict each other.  If it is felt there is a conflict between Paul and James then the fault must be with uninspired men 
and not with Paul and James who were inspired by the Holy Spirit.   In view of this claim of contradiction it seems in 
order that we give some attention to what is being taught in these two passages. 
 
First, let’s look at the grace passage in Ephrdians 2:8, 9.   We frequently hear grace defined as the ‘unmerited favor of 
God.”  This brief definition sets forth a basic fact concerning grace.  God’s grace is something that we do not deserve.  
No one can demand salvation on the basis of who he is or what he has done.  No one can earn the unmerited favor of 
God no matter how many good works he may have engaged in.  It is a gift.  The grounds of our salvation is totally 
God’s gracious and unconditional love without one grain of human involvement.  It is in no sense earned by any human 
effort. 
 
We usually see so much bad in a good person and so much good in a bad person but with God the bottom line is 
simply, “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  Earlier in this chapter Paul says, “There 
is none righteous, no, not one.... There is none that doeth good, no, not one” (vs. 10, 12).  What about the good man, 
the righteous person?  Isaiah wrote long ago, “All our righteousness are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6).  Jesus said, “So 
likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants.  We 
have done what was our duty to do” (Luke 17:10).  Even Christians sin.  John writing to Christians said, “If we say we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).  One has only to read the first chapter of 
Romans to see what a sinful world we live in.  Man, never initiated an effort to be reconciled to God.  God is the one 
who took the initiative.  John reminds us that, “We love him because he first loved us.”  Peter says, “God is not willing 
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” thus it was God who took the initiative.  At the same 
time, we must be careful not to overlook the fact that God’s grace comes “through faith.”  This is vital to fully 
understand the doctrine of grace. 
 
Now let us look at what James says in the second chapter of his epistle.  Upon close observation, we will see that 
James is speaking of a specific kind of faith. James is saying that God wants an active, obedient, servant kind of faith.  
He wants a trusting faith such as Abraham had.  Faith must be more than that just mental assent.  It must move us to 
get rid of all the idols that have separated us from serving God.  We must be willing to let Jesus become Lord and 
Master of our lives.  True faith causes the heart and will to become involved and the sinner then resolves: I will accept 
and obey God’s terms of pardon and receive his gracious forgiveness of all my sins, which is something I don’t 
deserve.  
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By contrast, the “faith only”  of James 2:24 is a do-nothing faith.  James illustrates this in verses 14 – 17 “What does it 
profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  That faith cannot save him, can it?  If a 
brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and 
filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?  Thus, also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”  The issue is simply inactive faith versus active faith. 
 
James points out in verse 19, that we are no better off than the demons because they “believe and tremble!” They 
believe without any question in the one true God and His son Jesus Christ.  But at the same time, they oppose God 
with all their being. 
 
James uses Abraham as an example of one who had a faith that works.  In verse 22 James points out that in Abraham's 
willingness of offer Isaac as a sacrifice “that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made 
perfect?” 
 
James concludes by saying, “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”  James is 
not speaking of some kind of meritorious works that deserve some kind of repayment.  He is simply saying that faith 
will take action on what it believes. 
 
An obedient faith leads one to be baptized.  Baptism is an act of faith and trust in the death, burial and resurrection of 
Christ the Lord.  Is baptism a “work” ?  This charge is often made concerning baptism.   It is clearly not a work in the 
sense in which Paul uses the word in Ephesians 2:4, that is, works of personal righteousness as a ground of 
justification.  In the sense of obeying God, even faith is a work according to John 6:29. “This is the work of God, that 
you believe in Him whom He sent.”  Baptism is in fact an integral part of saving faith, the point at which the believer 
commits himself to the death, burial and resurrection of Christ (Romans 6:1-4). It is an expression of faith in Christ’s 
death as the sole basis of our salvation by “wholeheartedly obeying the form of teaching which was entrusted to us” 
(Romans 6:17). 
 
Out of appreciation for God’s grace, good works will naturally follow.  When we come to the realization of what God 
has done for us we will have the attitude, “Lord, what will you have me to do.”  Genuine appreciation for God’s grace 
will result in good works.  Good works are an inevitable result of God’s grace.  In the grace passage of Ephesians 2 
Paul goes ahead to write in verse 10. “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  Grace is not opposed to good works.  Good works 
complement grace.  It is interesting to note that even grace operates through law.  “For the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the present age” (Titus 2:11, 12).   
 
However, we must remember that good works are the product, not the grounds of our salvation.  Our motivation as 
Christians is love.  Love knows no limits on expressing its appreciation.  Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.”  A mother will make all kinds of sacrifices for her child.  She sits up during the night with her sick 
child, comforts the child, she will exert herself in whatever is necessary for the child’s well being.  I recently heard the 
story of a lady who when close to giving birth to her child she was told by the doctor that he could not save both.  Her 
reply was save my baby and let me die.  Why?  Her love for that child is so great no sacrifice is too great.  
 
In the Ephesian passage, Paul said that God’s grace comes through faith.  Most cities have a source of water.  It may 
be a lake, river, springs or a well.  The river or lake does not literally flow through one’s house.  The water comes into 
one’s house by a system of pipes.   God’s grace comes to us through our faith.  In Ephesians 2:8, 9 “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith.”  
 
James is simply elaborating on the kind of faith that is pleasing to God.  He points out if our faith does nothing then it 
is a useless or dead faith.  Our works of Christian service, serve as evidence of a true genuine faith.  They are a 
demonstration of our faith.  It is by the grace of God that He enables us to do Christian works of service.  Paul said, 
“By grace I am what I am” (1 Corinthians 15:12).  As we have noticed James concluded his comments about faith with 
the words, “You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.”  Why is it by works?  Because works 
is living proof that we have a real genuine faith, not a dead faith.  Earlier in Chapter 1 James wrote, “But be doers of 
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (1:22).  Grateful hearts will demonstrate their love and 
appreciation for God’s grace over and over again with good works. 
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Paul in Romans 5:1, 2 wrote, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. and we 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”  Thus, faith is the channel through which we receive God’s amazing grace. In 
summing up this lesson we can assume certain facts. (1) Where there are no good works, there is no saving faith.  (2) 
Where there is no faith, there is no grace.  (3) Where there is no grace, there is no salvation. 
 
In conclusion, there is no conflict between grace and works.  There is no conflict between what Paul wrote and what 
James wrote.  The word “faith”  is the key to harmonizing these two passages.  Let us be eternally glad and rejoice in 
the amazing grace of God which brings salvation to those have a loving, trusting, obedient faith. 
 

QUESTIONS 
1. Why can’t we depend on our good works to save us?  Because the bottom line is that we are all sinners.  We cannot 
earn the atoning blood of Jesus.  We can never do enough good works to earn what the Lord did for us on the cross. 
 
2. When we total up all our good works should they outweigh all of our bad deeds?  Certainly, we would want to do 
more good than bad.  But salvation is not a matter of totals.  It is a matter of grace through an obedient faith. 
 
3. Why is it important that we see the relationship between grace, faith and works?  The result of seeing the 
relationship is that we can credit God alone with our salvation without in any way diminishing men’s responsibility in 
accepting or rejecting that salvation. 
 
4. If good works are lacking in our Christian lives what does this indicate?  It would indicate that there is something 
defective about our faith.   
 

‘The amazing grace of God’ 
Lesson Eleven 

Abraham, Man of Faith 
It is said of Abraham, “against all hope, Abraham in hope believed” (Romans 4:18). 
 
It can be safely said that there is no name in history more universally honored that of Abraham.  No other O.T. 
character is mentioned so often in the N.T. as Abraham (72 times).  We feel that we perhaps know him better than any 
other biblical personality with the exception of Jesus.  And yet, he receives far less coverage in the O.T. than either 
Moses or David.  In fact, we know nothing of the early life of Abraham except that “the land of his birth” was Ur. of 
the Chaldeans (that is, Ur of the Babylonian period of Ur’s long history).  His brother, Haran, died there; Abraham and 
his brother, Nahor, married there; and their father Terah took the clan (after Haran’s death) from Ur to Haran. 
 
Acts 7:2-4 makes it clear that God called Abraham while he was still in Ur.  Since he would be called upon to leave Ur 
to travel into an unknown future, it will help us to understand his character and what sort of life he was required to 
leave.  Ur was one of the most brilliant cities of the patriarchal age - perhaps the most brilliant at the beginning of the 
second millennium B.C.  It was already a very old city when the family of Abraham lived there.  In fact, Abraham lived 
at about the midpoint between the founding of Ur and the birth of Christ.  This great city being on the banks of the 
Euphrates river was the center of the sea trade of the Middle East with ports along the Euphrates River.  It did a 
thriving export and import trade.  Archeological excavations have revealed a far-advanced civilization.  Two story 
homes were virtually identical with the houses of the well-to-do in present-day Baghdad, and their furnishings 
exhibited the wealth of the residents.  It is important for us to know that Abraham was not told to get out of some 
primitive desert outpost.  He was called upon to leave the New York, London or Paris of its day. 
 
It does not necessarily follow that Abraham and his family were themselves Babylonians.  More likely, they were a part 
of the Aramaean influx of shepherd tribes from the northwest who grazed the rich pastures along the Euphrates River 
from about 2300 B.C. onwards.  Ur was their marketplace where they sold their wool and slaughtered animals and 
bought manufactured goods in return.  They would have enjoyed the best of two worlds: the free, simple life of the 
Bedouin shepherd but with the charms and amenities of a great city within easy reach.  In short Abraham’s family “had 
it made in the shade.”  It must surely have been a powerful motivation that prompted them to leave such good life and 
set off on the long, perilous journey toward the Syrian desert and Canaan beyond. 
 
We are not told the manner in which God spoke to Abraham: whether in visible form of a man or an angel or simply a 
voice speaking from the sky.  It could have been a vision or a dream.   
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Did the other members of his family hear the voice, too?  Otherwise how would Abraham have convinced them that 
the unknown God (he was not yet known by his particular name until the time of Moses) had indeed spoken to him?  It 
was, in fact, his father Terah’s initiative that set the clan on its journey to Canaan (Genesis 11:31), though that was 
perhaps the normal procedure since he was the patriarch  of the family. 
 
Also, we do not know the reason for the long sojourn at Haran, whether for practical reasons, or because they did not 
move until God gave them further directions.  It is all the more remarkable that in spite of the prolonged stay at Haran, 
Abraham remained unswerving in his determination to fulfill God’s command. 
 
Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac is generally held up as the supreme test of his faith in God, and indeed it was.  
But it was certainly not the only test he had to pass.  We can only imagine the anguish of a father’s heart when he was 
required to send his elder son, Ishmael, and the youth’s mother, Hagar, off into the desert of Beersheba.  After all, 
Ishmael had been his son for 17 years, during which time for fourteen years he had been his only child.  Ishmael was 
born 14 years before Isaac, and since the Hebrews weaned a child at three years, Ishmael must have been 17 at the 
time of the occasion.  The text states that Abraham was greatly distressed “because it concerned his son” (Genesis 
21:11).  When Ishmael was 13, Abraham had expressed to God his deep longing that the boy might be his heir, “If only 
Ishmael might live under your blessing!” (Genesis 17:18). 
 
Even though Abraham obeyed God’s command to send Ishmael and Hagar away without question, only the deepest 
faith that God would work out all things for good could have enabled him to do so.  So really, Abraham was required 
to give up two sons in order to faithfully follow God’s instructions to him.  The loss of Ishmael from his household 
made the prospect of sacrificing Isaac even more poignant to Abraham.  Isaac was then, to all intents and purposes, his 
only son.  In fact, God had said to him, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of 
Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about” (Genesis 22:2). 
 
Hebrews 11:17 states: “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice.”  Although the sacrifice 
never took place physically, it did spiritually.  Abraham had already done it in his heart and so God gave him credit for 
it.  He had the faith to do it and that was what God was testing.  Human courts deal with facts.  A man may purpose 
murder in his heart, but until he implements that purpose he is not amenable to retribution from the state.  God’s 
tribunal deals with matters quite differently.  Jesus said, that if a man consents to sin in his heart, he is already guilty of 
that sin.  Since God is able to “make known the end from the beginning” (Isaiah 46:10), he obviously knew beforehand 
the decision that Abraham would make.  Why world he request this demonstration of Abraham’s faith?  Two answers 
suggest themselves: (1) For Abraham’s sake.  He needed to be tested in order to expand his own horizons of faith, and 
he needed the confidence that God knew he had the faith to do whatever was required of him.  (2) For our sakes.  We 
need the role model of faith that Abraham’s example provides. Abraham also had many personal qualities that were 
complimentary to his faith.   
 
Abraham showed humility.  Abraham was certainly no poor homesteader. He was a wealthy and powerful Bedouin 
sheik.  Genesis 13:2 tells us that “Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.”  When he went 
to rescue Lot from the coalition of marauding kings, he took 318 trained warriors of his own clan, which means that he 
had an entourage of at least a thousand people, probably many more than that.  The Hittites were sufficiently 
impressed wit his importance that they said to him, “You are a mighty price among us” (Genesis 23:6).   Yet he never 
exploited his power. When he asked to buy the cave of Machpelah from the Hittites, they admitted that nobody would 
stand in his way if he just took it.  But Abraham insisted upon paying a fair price.  It is hard for a proud man to be a 
man of faith because he trusts in his won strength and resources.  Abraham built no cities and conquered no lands but 
he had an abiding trust in God that lifted him above ordinary men and placed him upon a pinnacle of greatness. 
 
Abraham was patient.  He waited his whole lifetime without receiving a single acre of the promised inheritance, yet he 
never lost faith.  In the words of Stephen (Acts 7:5) he never obtained “not even a foot of ground.”  Yet his faith was 
strong enough to see beyond the Canaan of his lifetime to “a better country - a heavenly one” (Hebrews 11:16). 
 
Abraham was unselfish.  He willingly gave Lot the first choice of the land that was before them when because of his 
age he had the right to take first choice.  Peace between him and Lot was more important than the land.  He never 
prayed for things for himself, yet he pled earnestly for the lives of the people of Sodom.  He refused to take even a 
“thread or the thong of a sandal” from his defeated foes (Genesis 14:23) yet he generously gave a tenth of everything 
to the priest Melchizedek. 
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Abraham built no empires like Alexander and Napoleon. He wrote no great songs like David.  He performed no 
miracles like Elisha.  And yet, in the words of Paul in Romans 4:16, “he is the father of us all” because “against all 
hope, Abraham in hope believed” (vs. 18).  And so, Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.  According to Paul, the words “it was credited to him were written not for him alone, but also for us, to 
whom God will credit righteousness - for us who believe in him who raised our Lord from the dead”.  (Romans 4:23-
24). As we have already discovered the amazing grace of God can only be received through one’s faith.  We have 
defined that faith as an obedient, active, trusting faith.  But if we want to see it in action we look to Abraham the father 
of the faithful.  His faith was not a perfect faith but it was entirely satisfactory with God, so much so he given the 
honor of being the father of the faithful. 
 

QUESTIONS 
1. Does Abraham’s leaving Ur have any practical application for us today?  Getting out of a place or situation is often 
a prerequisite for our getting where God intends for us to go.  Sometimes social and business relationships, while not 
immoral or unethical in themselves, are counterproductive as far as Christian service and influence are concerned.  
They can hold the potential to compromise the focus of our lives.  It requires a real conviction in God’s purpose for 
our lives and to have confidence in his leading us to give up temporary advantages in favor of spiritual goals.  Abraham 
has an honored place in salvation’s history because he had enough faith in God’s providential leading to give up a way 
of life that offered him the most in temporal regards, exchanging it for the uncertain future of a wandering alien.  
 
There are time when the immediate environment is so hostile to spiritual development that a move may be the only 
sensible option open. That move may not be necessarily a geographical move, although even that may become 
necessary. God placed that responsibility upon Abraham, and he obeyed, placing his unforeseeable future into the 
hands of God.  If he had not made the right decision, we most likely would never know that Abraham ever existed.  
The problem is that too often men are oblivious to the need for a change in their lives. 
 
2. Why is Abraham’s faith so important to us today?   In an age of skepticism and indifference toward things spiritual 
we need a role model.  Abraham demonstrates what faith can accomplish. 
 
3. What can we learn from the sacrifices that Abraham made?   
 
4. It is important for Christians to understand that the only sacrifice God is pleased with is no less than ourselves – our 
hearts and very lives.  Paul admonishes, “Present your bodies a living sacrifice.”   
 
5. Does God have a purpose for us in this world?   One of the things most relevant to us in the story of Abraham is not 
Abraham’s own faithfulness, remarkable as it was, it is rather the faithfulness of God in protecting Abraham 
throughout his life and continuing work through him to fulfill His promises to him even centuries after Abraham died.   

 
‘The amazing grace of God’ 

Lesson Twelve 
Grace That Brings Glorification 

“For those God foreknew he also predestinated to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers.  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified, those he 
justified he also glorified” (Romans 8:29, 30). 
 
Paul speaks of the glorification of Christians as though it had already happened.   In a sense, and to a degree, that is 
true.  Paul uses what is called a Gnomic Aorist, which employs a past tense to describe an outcome that is so certain 
that it is stated as already having happened.  In God’s perfect foreknowledge his elect are already glorified.  This in no 
ways changes the fact that man has the power of choice.  There is an important difference between foreknowledge and 
predestination.  One is an attribute of the divine intellect while the other is an act of the divine will.  God has 
predestined certain things based on the fact that His foreknowledge enables him to see that some would love and be 
willing to follow his will.  On the other hand, there would be those who would reject his love and live in disobedience 
to his will.   
 
God predestined that the saved would be conformed to the image of his Son (Romans 9:29).  Second, he predestined 
that the saved be adopted through Jesus Christ himself (Ephesians 1:5).  Third he predestined that the saved would 
have an eternal inheritance (Ephesians 1:11).  Fourth he predestined that those who are willing to obey him will be 
called, justified, and glorified (Romans 8:30).  
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Fifth he predestined that they should be holy and blameless (Ephesians 1:4).  None of the things he predestined took 
away man’s free will.  God is outside of space and time.  While man is bound by these, God isn’t.  All time is spread 
out like a picture before him that is all visible, the past, the present and the future, all at the same time.  Because God 
knows the end from the beginning, he could predetermine what he wanted to do for those who would faithfully serve 
him.  God determined that His chosen will be glorified both in the present time and in eternity. 
 

Our Present Glory 
1.  We have glory in that we are God’s glorious temple. 
Paul wrote to the Ephesians: “Consequently you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord” (Ephesians 2:19-21). 
 
2.  We have glory because God himself dwells with us and in us.  
Christians attain a special glory and honor because we are the dwelling place of the Godhead.  Paul wrote in Ephesians 
2:22, “You are a dwelling place in which God lives by his Spirit.”   In 2 Corinthians 6:16 he said, “We are the temple of 
the living God.  As God has said, ‘I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God and they will be 
my people.’” 
 
3.  We have glory because we have a glorious covenant and ministry. 
The messenger takes on some of the glory of his message.  Moses’ radiant face reflected the glory of the Lord when he 
had received the ten commandments and came down from Mount Sinai.  As Christians, we share in the glory of a 
much superior covenant.  “Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with 
glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, will 
not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious?  If the ministry that condemns men in glorious, how much more 
glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness!  For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the 
surpassing glory” (2 Corinthians 3:7-10).  Even though we are only “jars of clay” (2 Corinthians 4:7). we nevertheless 
are “pottery made for a noble purpose” (Romans 9:21) because we have been entrusted with “the glorious gospel of 
the blessed God” (1 Timothy 1:11). 
 
4.  We have relative freedom from the fear of death. 
Most men fear death.  To be honest most Christians have a dread of death.  In the case of the unsaved it is a logical 
reaction.  In the case of the Christian, it is certainly illogical but is due to our imperfect knowledge and our inability to 
see clearly into the future.  However, there is a vast difference between those who are in Christ and “those who have 
no hope.”  One of the blessings stemming from the resurrection of Jesus is the assurance that we have nothing to fear 
from death. 
 
5.  We have glory, honor and peace because we have eternal life in Jesus Christ.  
Jesus tells us that believers in Him are alive forever more.  “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me 
shall never die” (John 11:25-26).  The Spirit of Christ within us makes us more and more glorious: “Now the Lord is 
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s 
glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:17, 18). 
 

Our Future Glory 
Romans 8:17-21 reads: “Now if we are children, then we are heirs, heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be 
revealed.  For the creation was subject to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, 
in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from the bondage of decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the 
children of God.” 
 
Paul refers to the future state of the saved as “the glorious freedom of the children of God.”  There are several 
limitations in our earthly life from which we will be gloriously free in the heavenly existence. 
 
1.  We will have complete freedom from sin. 
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In the resurrection, we will be perfectly sanctified from the death and decay which are the consequences of sin.  In this 
present life, even Christians are subject to the frustrations of a world in which evil, disease, famine and strife hold 
sway.  Won’t it be wonderful to live in a place where there is no sin.  We will not have to watch or hear all the evil 
things that are associated with sin here on hearth.  It is difficult to imagine a place where there will be no sin.  Not even 
in our personal lives will there be sin.  In this life, it is a constant battle with temptation and sin.  In heaven, there will 
be no sin.  There will be no Satan to tempt us with his lies and deception.   
 
2.  We will have freedom from humiliation, weakness and corruption. 
“The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is shown in 
weakness, it is raised in power” (1 Corinthians 15:42-43).  Man is constantly faced with a battle against disease and 
severe accidents to the body which can cause much pain and anguish.  He will be free from pain in his glorified state.  
 
3.  We will have freedom from mortal limitations. 
In our glorified bodies, we will have perfect knowledge.  “Now we see but a poor reflection, then we shall see face to 
face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12).  Many things we 
cannot understand now will be understood then. Questions of doubt will change into answers of perfect understanding. 
 
4.  Time will change into eternity. 
In our universe, we are slaves to the passing of time.  Everything changes and fades.  But in God’s eternal universe 
there is only an eternal glorious present where perfect good is constant and unchangeable.  The very purpose of our 
being called by the gospel was so that we might share the glory of the Lord, Jesus Christ (2 Thessalonians 2:14).  
Although we cannot presently understand that glory, it is enough that “when he appears, we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 
 

QUESTIONS 
1. Do you think most people give much thought to a future in heaven?   
 
2. Do most Christians look forward to going to heaven?   
 
3. Do we really believe it will be better than anything we have experienced here on earth?   
 
4. Is it natural to have an attachment to this world not desiring to leave it? 
 
 
 


