“The Truth hurts sometimes.” (4)

We are going to see a side to the Word of God that mamplgpdon’t like to talk about, but if we are to
teach the truth, the whole truth and nothing but thinfrwe cannot ignore the parts that make us feel
uncomfortable.

A woman was preparing some pancakes for her sons, Johnmyya#s, and Alex, who was 3. The two
boys began to argue over who would get the first pancakéhed mother decided that this would be a good
opportunity to teach them a moral lesson. So she gaien,“If Jesus were sitting here, He would say,

‘Let my brother have the first pancake, | can wdiittle Johnny quickly turned to his younger brother and
said to him,"Okay, Alex, you be Jesus!”

And | guess the moral of the story is, being a good exaofplesus needs to involve handling the truth like
Jesus did. We are going to look at how Jesus handletutheespecially when He was in debate with other
people. We are going to learn how we should handle sbie &and come to the understanding that people
will often be offended by it and that’s usually becausdriité hurts sometimes.

2 Timothy 3:16+17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is usefuleaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the man of God makdreughly equipped for every good workbdw

we looked at this verse when we began this seriesibttiy tells us that all scripture is God breathed, and
you need to understand that when God $ais He meansAll”. Everything written within the Old
Testament and everything written within the New Testaniéii Scripture is God-breathed.”

But we are living in a time where some people wantgtahe Bible to shreds and discredit it. We are living
in a time where many people, even some Christianglaceng less and less faith in the Word of God. We
are living in a time where many religious people areguaimd twisting the Word of God to suit their own
needs.

The Bible says i2 Timothy 2:15 “Do your best to present yourself to God asappeoved, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handlestd of truth.”And so how are we going to
handle the word of truth? Are we going to stand up artbgand say;'Yes, we have the truth and everyone
else doesn’t and that’s just tou@hOr are we going to handle the truth like Jesus did?

Turn your Bibles taJohn 12:42-50 “Yet at the same time many even among fthertebelieved in him. But
because of the Pharisees they would not confesdditaifor fear they would be put out of the synagogue;
for they loved praise from men more than praise frayd.G*'When a man believes in me, he does not
believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. Wieeilooks at me, he sees the one who sent me. | have
come into the world as a light, so that no one wheelzes in me should stay in darkness.

“As for the person who hears my words but does not kesp,thdo not judge him. For | did not come to
judge the world, but to save it. “There is a judge forahe who rejects me and does not accept my words;
that very word, which | spoke, will condemn him at th&t Iday. For | did not speak of my own accord, but
the Father who sent me commanded me what to say antblsay it. | know that his command leads to
eternal life. So whatever | say is just what thehEahas told me to say.”

Jesus has just performed miraculous signs in froatla§ crowd of people and as usual we have our dear
friends the Pharisees in the crowd. They have justignesl Jesus about His up and coming death but they
didn’t understand what He meant. But this was no surpgrisedus because He knew the reason as to why
they couldn’t understand.

God said that this would happen through Isaiah the proph&tiah 6:10vhere he saysMake the heart of
this people calloused; make their ears dull and closedies. Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears, understand with their hearts,tam and be healed.”

You see, like we saw a moment ag@ imimothy 3:16+17the Bible says it is good for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training. And it's by teaching the truth tlzat gan set people free, like we spoke about in
our first sermon.
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Now let me ask youwhat is stopping you from becoming free? What’s stoppingfygou becoming a
Christian? Is it because people tried to pressure ybadome a Christian in the past? Is it a sin in yidef
What if you are already a Christian, what’s stopping yomfbecoming completely fre&du see freedom
is experienced when your walk reflects the truth tioat talk.

But how can we walk and talk the truth, if our neighbaurfiends don’t even know we’re a Christian?
How can we say we're a Christian and then go out andrgek every weekend? How can we try to look
like Jesus but at the same time, spend all your timepgogsbout people? What'’s stopping us all from
walking and talking the truth?

You see for the religious leaders at the time of Jeswss the Pharisees who stopped some people from
becoming followers of Jesus. But it wasn'’t just therReas who stopped the religious leaders from
becoming followers, it was their love of praise froramm

The Message putkhn 12:42+43his way,“On the other hand a considerable number from the ranieof
leaders did believe. But because of the Phariseesditiey come out in the open with it. They were alrai
of getting kicked out of the meeting place. When punch darsBove they cared more for human approval
than for God’s glory.”

Remember these are religious men and they had a cfaarfoeedom from all the religious ceremonies and
sacrificing, which Jesus was bringing to an end anyway.H&ytwere afraid of loosing their jobs, their
highly paid jobs, | may add. The jobs that they loved, whiak so much in the public eye, which was so
well thought of by men and they loved it all.

You see, the Jews had the emotions of religion bytditn't want Jesus as He was. They looked good and
that’s all that mattered to them, but God demands thaire just looking and sounding good.

Isaiah 1:10-17 “Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers@d@n; listen to the law of our God, you people
of Gomorrah! “The multitude of your sacrifices-- whae ghey to me?” says the LORD. “l have more than
enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of faleam@mals; | have no pleasure in the blood of bulls

and lambs and goats.

When you come to appear before me, who has asked tyusi ofhis trampling of my courts? Stop bringing
meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me.N\@ws, Sabbaths and convocations-- | cannot
bear your evil assemblies. Your New Moon festivals yout appointed feasts my soul hates. They have
become a burden to me; | am weary of bearing them.

When you spread out your hands in prayer, | will hide nesdsom you; even if you offer many prayers, |
will not listen. Your hands are full of blood; wasldamake yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of
my sight! Stop doing wrong, learn to do right! Seekiggstencourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of
the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.”

Now loved ones, that’s strong language but we need to uadérthat this is God speaking about His own
people. And we as Christian can easily go through th@n®of our religion but not have our hearts in it,
we can easily talk the talk but never walk the walk.

Now that’s the truth and | know it hurts us sometimatsvie need to be pleasing God not just outwardly but
more importantly inwardly. We shouldn’t be ashamedesfdy a Christian because Jesus isn’'t ashamed to
call us His brother or sister.

Hebrews 2:10+11, “In bringing many sons and daughters to glavgsitfitting that God, for whom and
through whom everything exists, should make the pionereafsalvation perfect through what he
suffered. Both the one who makes people holy and tlvbseare made holy are of the same family. So
Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters

Be proud to be a part of God’s family loved ones, buttdenhypocrisy get in the way of the truth, let your
life reflect who you belong to. Jesus didn’t sayiatthew 5:13hat you're the salt in a shaker, He said,
“you’re the salt of the earth”
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Jesus didn't say, iMatthew 5:14that you're the light in your house, He sdighu’re the light of the
world”. Jesus said idohn 12:44-46'When a man believes in me, he does not believe inmtyg lout in the
one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees thehangent me. | have come into the world as a light,
so that no one who believes in me should stay in @agkh

When Jesus came to earth, the world at that time saly&hd when He ascended back to heaven, He left
His followers behind. And for just over 2000 years His follos have been trying their hardest to look like
their Saviour.

We sing that chorusiHave you seen Jesus my Lordfeé last stanza asks the questidaye you ever stood
in the family, with the Lord there in your midst; Seba face of Christ in your Brother, then | say you've
seen Jesus my Lord.

When | look out at my brothers and sisters in Chrsgte Jesus trying to come out in every one of you. |
understand that it’s a struggle to look like Jesus buteeéd to understand, we can’t mix Christianity with
continuous immoral living. We can't proclaim Jesus as laitd our lips and then go out and have an affair
with the man or woman next door. We just can’t doat;duse Jesus has brought us out of that lifestyle, He
has brought us into the light and out of the darkness.

Colossians 1:10-14 “And we pray this in order that you maydiliee worthy of the Lord and may please
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growinghe knowledge of God, being strengthened
with all power according to his glorious might so that yoay have great endurance and patience, and
joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified yo share in the inheritance of the saints in the
kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the domiafatarkness and brought us into the kingdom of
the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, theviemgss of sins.Paul is basically saying that we just
can’t mix godly talk with an ungodly walk.

It's like the man who goes to the doctors and s&y&, doc, give it to me straight, tell me in plain Englis
what's wrong with me, | can take i#hd the doctor saySOK you just plain lazy." The man saysOK tell
me the technical name for it, so | can go home andntellife.”

And loved ones, the Bible is telling us straight, our limesd to be noticeably different from those around
us, so that Jesus can be seen and heard in our livesh&natihgs me to my next pointe need to be
careful we don'’t share the Word of God with othersalbthe wrong reasonderemiah calls them ear-
tickling preachers, in other words, they are just outéas# people.

They tell people what theyantto hear, instead of what thegedto hear. And there was a time just like

that during the time of Jeremiah the prophet, he spoltettstaelites when they were in captivity. Jeremiah
told them that they were going to be in captivity foorgl time because their hearts were hardened towards
their God.

And much like the people of the world today, nobody wémtsear bad news and so the people tried and
tried again to get rid of Jeremiah and kill him becausg ¢idy wanted to hear good news. God describes
what was going on ideremiah 5:31 “The prophets prophesy lies, the priest®yitleeir own authority, and
my people love it this way.”

Jeremiah 6:13+14 “From the least to the greatest, afjraexly for gain; prophets and priests alike, all
practice deceit. They dress the wound of my people agkhib were not serious. 'Peace, peace,’ they say,
when there is no peace.”

| love that phrase in there, where Jeremiah saysy dress the wound of my people as though it were not
serious.”In other words, they covered the seriousness of theitusp condition with outwardly

ceremonies. They looked great and they carried on as tlewegything was fine but spiritually they were
dying, and God saySHis people love it that way”

A mother put some turnip on her son’s dinner plate, whiat @ne of his least favourite vegetables, but she
told him to eat everything. He cleaned his plate, exceghéturnip. She pointed out to him that if he had
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eaten the turnip first; he would have not been left wattaste in his mouth at the end of the meal. The
young boy said;l suppose | was trying to delay the inedible.”

The Israelites were going to have to face the inedibd that’'s why many preachers today like to preach
nothing but good news. Some sermons are designed to maled gsdd about ourselves but really they
don’'t promote any response from their listeners.

In our preaching and teaching there needs to be a balameebetncouragement and caution because God
is not only a God who promises grace, peace and merag, & a God of obedience, condemnation and
wrath.

We can't put off the inedible, for example, we cantfr@away from the subject of judgemeiahn

12:47+48 “As for the person who hears my words but does epttkem, | do not judge him. For | did not
come to judge the world, but to save it. “There is a jUdgéhe one who rejects me and does not accept my
words; that very word, which | spoke, will condemn hinthat last day.”

The very Word we are supposed to be preaching from willdo&brd that judges us when Christ returns.
And yes there are many preachers who just preach andseaehof the Word. Some just teach doom and
gloom and others teach the parts of the Bible thanlgawothing but good news in it, the parts of the Bible
that doesn’t promote a response from their listenéra.never hear words lik&kepent or turn from your
wicked ways.”You never hear words likédell or Condemnation.”

And the reason you don't hear these words is because tards are offensive to some people and as we
saw a moment ago, people just want good news. And welh@ve people repenting nosan weWe

can't tell people that Hell is a very real placan weVe can't tell people that if they haven’t obeyed the
Gospel of grace they are in trouble on Judgement Eaywe?

2 Corinthians 5:20 “We are therefore Christ’'s ambassadsithiough God were making his appeal through
us.” That wordambassadais the Greek worthresbeuo’ (pres-byoo’-olhich simply meanso act as a
representative. In other words we as God’s children asedpresentatives on Earth, we are God’s delivery
people and so we are to preach the truth to people on Gelutdf.

But like | said the last time, we need to preach thhithe whole truth and nothing but the truth. And we
all know that the truth hurts sometime®esn’t it But sometimes that is how it needs to be. The truh m
offend people but it’s your intent that counts.

Do we honestly think that Jesus enjoyed rebuking the rabgeaders of His dayfou see even when Jesus
was speaking to the Pharisees and the teachers chthen\lMatthew 23where He continually say8/Voe
to you Pharisees and teachers of the LaAmnd He calls theniBlind guides and fools.”

Jesus said these things with the intent of getting tiodook at themselves. He wanted them to realise that
their ways were not God’s ways and so bring about thpentance. Now you might asihere does it say
that in the text®ell I'll show you, inLuke 23:34when Jesus was on the cross, He saialher, forgive
them, for they do not know what they are doirtde rebuked them because he loved thémr God so

loved the Pharisees, He gave His One and only $tenwas still willing to die for them.

Do you remember iActs 2when Peter preached the first Gospel sermon and mgryncesd He
repeatedly told the Jews that they were the ones Wikd Kiesus, they were the ones who had crucified the
Christ. The long awaited Messiah, God Himself, wasdlisukilled by them.

Do we honestly think that Peter enjoyed telling them tHasts? Now can you imagine what that would

have been like to have been there and been told thatrgaguilty of killing the Anointed One®ell, in a

sense you were there because Jesus died for your sirs® t@we are just as guilty as those who were there at
that time.

But Acts 2:37says,‘When the people heard this, they were cut to the hedrsaid to Peter and the other
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
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The reason they were cut to the heart was becaugerderstood what they had done and now they are
panicking. Panicking because they probably thought that Godéifiwas going to appear in front of them
at any moment. They were expecting God to wipe therthefface of the earth. They were probably
expecting bolts of lightening to come down from heaven potlzeam all to death.

And the reason they were expecting all this to happédmeta tvas because they realised the seriousness of
their crime, they deserved to die. Now Peter’s sernffemded many of them who were listening and so
some people just went on their way because the torthithem.

But there were alsB8000other people who were offended but wanted to know whatrtbeg to do to be
right with God, that’s why they saitBrothers, what shall we doAnd it's because Peter was preaching
the truth for a response, that's why he got a respdiesenay have offended many people but it was for
their own good.

And can you imagine how they would have felt after Pteted them what they must dé®ts 2:38 “Repent
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jdsust @r the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receive the gift of the Holy SpiritI’'would imagine that they would be thinking to themselvesyevjust

killed the Messiah and now you're talking about forgivsmand a gift! Yes, the truth hurts but people need
to know the truth because of the blessings which followyTteed to know the truth about God, the truth
written within the Word of God and the truth about teeiwves.

Loved ones, we all need to know the truth, we all ne¢d/tand get to know our God and Saviour, Jesus the
Christ just a little more each day of our lives. Wedheetry and understand a little more of His Word, the
Bible, everyday.

2 Timothy 3:16+1%ays“The Bible is also useful for correcting”.

A three-year-old boy decided to put his shoes on by hirbsélfiis mother noticed that the left shoe was on
the right foot. She saidSon, your shoes are on the wrong féete looked up at her with a raised brow and
said,“Don’t kid me, Mum, they're the only feet I've go#&nd the point is found ikphesians 4:4-6There

is only one body and one Spirit-- just as you were @¢dtbeone hope when you were called-- one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, whaves all and through all and in alWe need to
understand that there is also only one road to heavere, honly one truth.

In Matthew 15:3-9vhen the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law guedtiesus about His disciples not
washing their hands, Jesus said to thH&md why do you break the command of God for the sake of your
tradition? For God said, ‘Honour your father and mothed ‘&nyone who curses his father or mother must
be put to death.” But you say that if a man says téakiier or mother, ‘Whatever help you might otherwise
have received from me is a gift devoted to God,” he igamtdtonour his father’ with it. Thus you nullify the
word of God for the sake of your tradition. You hypo&itisaiah was right when he prophesied about you:
“These people honour me with their lips, but their teeare far from me. They worship me in vain; their
teachings are but rules taught by men.”

That wordnullify in your Bible is the worthkuroo’ (ak-oo-roh’-0)in Greek and it means tovalidate In
other words when we don’t practice what God’s Word says don't live the way God wants us live then
we are actually saying to the world that the Word of Gadrimaeffect in our lives.

And so we need to be corrected from time to time ane@thaothing wrong with being corrected. And let

me just say this, if ever | preach or teach anything wisict in line with God’s Word, then it's your
responsibility to tell me. Because | will stand coteeicand be forever thankful that you were honest enough
to tell me of my error. And please know it won't Ibe ffirst time I've stood corrected and it won'’t be kst
time either.

And so when Jesus was talking about the words He spelsaidh inJohn 12:49+50 “For | did not speak of
my own accord, but the Father who sent me commandeghaiketo say antiow to say it. | know that his
command leads to eternal life. So whatever | saysiswihat the Father has told me to say.”
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Jesus spoke the very words the Father told Him to spiakpoke in the very way the Father asked Him to
speak. We have the Word of God today, which accordiftetoews 4:14s “Living and active. Sharper
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividingsdpirit, joints and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

Loved ones, preachers don’t make Christians, all threcses and funny stories | ever share with you will
never make someone become a Christian. It's the WidBbd that creates Christians, because it’s a living
Word and it needs to be active in the lives of thos@lpasho are Christians todayomans 10:17 “Faith
comes from hearing the message, and the message ishreaigh the word of Christ.”

Let me finish by saying this, Jesus saysadnn 8:32;You can know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” Yes, the truth hurts sometimes but it could be for youm good. Some people like to say that they
are true worshippers of God because they have performedesiand received visions and they've seen
wonders.

Well, Paul says i2 Thessalonians 2:9+10 “The coming of the lawless onébwiih accordance with the
work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeitanles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of euil tha
deceives those who are perishing. They perish becauseethegd to love the trutdind so be saved.”

People are going to perish because they refuse tdHeweuth and they want to feel good and look good.
They fail to see that the truth will set them fr€&d, I'm sure it will hurt but it will hurt because thesll

have realised they have been deceived. The completatiemeof God is the only thing that we can be sure
of to give us life to the full as Christians and to leatbusternal life. The Bible is the only reference koo
we have to fall back on and trust.

A friend of mine in Scotland used to go home to his witedrmost nights, and one evening he tried to
sneak into his house drunk but found his wife waiting for I8he shouted| can’t believe your drunkto
which my friend repliedwell, you're ugly’. ‘What do you mean by that8he askedyvell, in the morning
I'll be sober.’

And so loved ones, when we take God’s Word out to thoeeiworld, please don’t get all arrogant with
the truth, as if we are thenly ones’who ever teach truth. Let's honestly look at ourselved take Paul's
advice to the church in Ephesus when he writéspimesians 4:15 “Speak the truth in love.”



