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‘Survival of the early church’ 
LESSON ONE 

Acts 1:1–26     
 It has been forty days since the resurrection of Jesus from the sealed and guarded tomb of Joseph of Arimathea.  During 
this period, Jesus had made many visible appearances to his disciples.  He had talked and ate with them giving infallible 
proof that he arose from the grave. According to McGarvey it is May 18, A.D. 30 that Jesus has his final meeting with 
the apostles just before his ascension to heaven on the Mount of Olives just outside of Jerusalem.  He commands them 
not to depart from Jerusalem but to “wait for the Promise of the Father” or as Luke records, “till endued with power 
from on high.”  He further tells them, “you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
Anticipating something important is going to take place they asked Jesus, “Lord will You at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”  In their minds, they were thinking of an earthly kingdom with Jesus ruling just like in the days of 
David and Solomon.  How wrong they were.  Jesus would establish a kingdom but it would be a spiritual kingdom.  
Sometimes we wonder how they could have been with him for over three years and not understand the nature of this 
kingdom.  He had often described its nature in His parables, still they misunderstood.  He plainly told them, “My 
kingdom is not of this world.” The Jews in general had been waiting for a Messiah.  From passages like Isaiah 2:2-4 they 
awaited one who would establish a political kingdom and rescue them from Roman oppression.  When Jesus came, they 
thought he did not have all the qualifications and attributes an earthly king would have thus they rejected him.  Because 
of His miracles and teachings many believed he would rule as a king.  This was especially true of his apostles. 
 
About a year before his appearance on the Mount of Olives (summer of A.D. 29) while in the region of Caesarea 
Philippi Jesus told the apostles he was going to establish his church (Matthew 16:18) and in the next verse (19) he tells 
Peter he will give to him the keys to His kingdom.  One can see from these two verses that the words “church” and 
“kingdom” are used interchangeably.  It is a simple fact.  The church is the kingdom and the kingdom is the church.  
You cannot separate them.  They are one and the same.  Both John the Baptist and Jesus preached that the “kingdom of 
heaven was at hand.”  On one occasion Jesus told his listeners that some would live to see His kingdom come with 
power (Mark. 9:1).  Even today many are still confused about this kingdom.  We must be careful that we are not led 
astray into believing the Lord is yet to come and establish an earthly kingdom. To say He did not anticipate the rejection 
of the Jews thus postponed the kingdom and inserted the church to fill the gap until the kingdom could be established is 
nothing more than blasphemy against an all-knowing and all-powerful God. 
 
Jesus tells the apostles that the date of its coming was in the hands of God but they would receive the Holy Spirit and 
become witnesses of His resurrection in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria and even “to the end of the earth.”  Little did 
they perceive what all this would involve. Guided by the Holy Spirit God would give these simple uneducated men the 
task of bringing the church into existence and spreading it into all the world.   
 
Suddenly the Lord begins to ascend upward disappearing in a cloud from their sight.  Can you imagine what a stunning 
sight this must have been?  As they see Jesus disappear suddenly “two men stood by them in white apparel” who 
obviously were angels.  Angels often appeared in such apparel and were always men, never as women.  They are told 
that this is not the last time they will see Jesus but that he will return in the same way he had gone into heaven.  Heaven 
is always represented as up. 
 
Greatly amazed by what they had seen and heard they return to Jerusalem and entered a room where they met with some 
of the faithful women and the family of Jesus.  At one time Jesus’ family did not believe in him but now there is no 
longer any doubt.  With “one accord” this little group of believers give themselves to “prayer and supplication.”  
Something great was about to happen.  Everything is still a mystery.  All they can do is wait and pray.  They are now on 
God’s schedule and not their own.   
 
Some unfinished business still remains to be done.  Someone must replace Judas who had hung himself.  With a group 
of about 120 disciples present Peter reminds them of Judas and his fate.  The thirty pieces of silver he had been given to 
betray Jesus had been used to purchase a piece of land where he would be buried.  This event would become known to 
all those living in Jerusalem.  The place would be called the “Field of Blood.” Why didn’t Judas repent and return to the 
Lord begging His forgiveness? Was his sin greater than Peter’s denial?  How tragic!  But God already knew his decision 
long before Judas existed. Peter now quotes Psalm 69:25 and Psalm 109:8 to show Judas fulfilled what the Holy Spirit 
had foretold through David.  Someone must take his place.   
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The qualifications to be an apostle, one must have been present “beginning from the baptism of John to that day when 
He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.”  Two names are submitted, 
Joseph called Barnabas, and Matthias. Prayer was offered seeking God’s help in selecting a replacement for Judas.  We 
don’t always know what is in the heart of a man.  Thus, they sought the help of God in the selection of a new apostle.  
They cast their lots (not dice) and the “lot fell on Matthias.”   
 
How did Joseph take this?  Did he feel rejected by God?  The office and work of an apostle was a grave responsibility.  
They would be called upon to make great sacrifices and important decisions.  They will live almost daily under the 
threat of imprisonment and death.  Among the 120 who were present no doubt there were others that might have been 
selected. They did not need another Judas situation There is no greater honor than being a servant of Christ.  There is no 
indication that anyone was jealous or resentful over Matthias being appointed to take the place Judas.  How different 
than previously when they argued among themselves who would be the greatest.  Just to be called “a servant of the 
Lord” is great enough. 
 
The waiting continues. There had to be some fear as well as excitement as to what the Lord had in store for them.  They 
would be “baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  We are not certain that they fully understood yet who the Holy Spirit was. 
They are ready to take part in whatever it was the Lord was going to do.  Little did they know that they were waiting for 
the great day that God had been preparing for throughout eternity – the establishment of His church, the kingdom.  After 
their experience in the garden when Jesus was taken captive they all fled.  Peter even denied the Lord three times.  Jesus’ 
resurrection changed them from men of fear to men who now are willing to lay down their lives for the Lord and His 
church.  So, they wait with great anticipation.  Today, we too wait.  We wait for heaven, a place the Lord has prepared 
for us.  While we wait, we faithfully serve the Lord out of appreciation for what he had done for us.  

 
LESSON TWO  

Acts 2:1–35    
It has now been ten days since the ascension of the Lord to Heaven. It is the day of Pentecost, one of the three major 
feasts of the Jews. It is a pinnacle day of God’s eternal plan for the salvation of man. Pentecost means “fiftieth” which 
signifies it was observed fifty days after the Passover.  It was a day when thousands of Jews poured into Jerusalem.  God 
had chosen the Feast of Passover as the time for Jesus’ crucifixion.  He chose the Day of Pentecost as the occasion to 
establish His kingdom. The apostles were all together in one place.   Little did these simple uneducated men from 
Galilee realize this would go down as one the greatest days in the history of mankind.  Even today many that are 
considered scholars in the Bible are not aware of the significance of that day. 
 
Suddenly without any warning there is a deafening noise like a mighty wind.  It probably sounded like a hurricane or 
tornado.  There was no real wind but it sounded as if it was wind.  Next there appeared over each apostle what appeared 
as divided tongues that looked like fire although it was not real fire.  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in the various languages that were present on that day.  It may have been as many as 15 different languages.  
Luke tells us that there were Jews from “every nation under haven.”  The crowds are drawn toward the noise. They are 
amazed that each one could understand what the apostles were saying in their own native languages.  This probably took 
place in the Temple area.  (See Luke 24:53.)  These three miraculous manifestations certainly got the attention of the 
people.  They were simply amazed at what they were seeing and hearing.  They became aware that the apostles were 
Galileans because of their accent, which was distinctive.  The apostles were uneducated men.  How could they speak in 
so many different languages?  What is going on?  What does all this means?  By now the apostles would have 
remembered the words Jesus had spoken to them just before he ascended to heaven, “you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.”  What they were able to do immediately would give them the courage and confidence 
that they could declare the fact of the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
There are always skeptics. Some said, “They are full of new wine.”  How could being drunk enable the apostles to speak 
in all the languages that were heard on that day?  Peter now steps forward and explain what was taking place.  Peter 
denies the charge about being drunk.  It is nine o’clock in the morning.  Men are not drunk at such an early time of the 
day.  Orthodox Jews would not eat or drink before 9 a.m. on a Sabbath or a holy day such as Pentecost. Peter now begins 
a master piece sermon like they had never heard before. He is inspired by the Holy Spirit.  He tells them that what they 
were witnessing was what Joel had prophesied.  He then gives a lengthy quotation from Joel 2:28-32 which to show that 
the miraculous things they were witnessing were a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy.   
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Peter boldly affirms that he and the other apostles were speaking by the inspiration of the Spirit of God.  He does not 
bother to explain the meaning of each sentence. Some of the things quoted by Peter especially verses 19 through 21 are 
highly apocalyptic language.  But the main truth that stands out is that they were witnessing one of the greatest days in 
history. The Lord would move heaven and earth to bring about the existence of the church he had prepared for even 
before the creation of the world. Wonder what sensations Peter felt as these great truths flowed freely from his mouth as 
a result of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Peter now begins to talk about Jesus the one they had crucified.  He had been accredited and proven to be God’s 
Messiah by the many miracles, wonders and signs that God had performed through Jesus.  Jesus had done these things 
openly in their midst.  This could not be denied.  What they did not know was Jesus’ death on the cross was according to 
God’s “determined counsel and foreknowledge.”  In their minds the Messiah would come in some glorious way ruling 
as the king of the Jews.  Peter declares that the cross did not invalidated Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah, but validated it 
because the cross had been a part of God’s plan from the beginning of time.  Not only was the death of Jesus on a cross a 
part of God plan but his resurrection from the sealed and guarded tomb was also in God’s eternal plan.  Death could not 
hold Jesus in the tomb because “God raised Him up!”  This is the very heart and core of the gospel. 
 
Peter now proceeds to quote from Psalm 16:8-11 which was written by David who prophesied of the resurrection of 
Jesus.  The keywords in this Psalm is verse 27, “Because You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will You allow Your 
Holy One to see corruption.”  Peter declares that David could not have been speaking of himself.  David died and “his 
tomb is with us to this day.”  They knew where David was buried.  It was the only tomb inside the city. No doubt many 
had visited his tomb just as people today visit the tombs of famous people. Thus, David’s statement necessitated a 
resurrection from the dead and this had to be Jesus because it was a known fact by Pentecost that the tomb He had been 
buried in what in an empty tomb.  It is interesting that no one in Peter’s audience raised an objection or suggested his 
body had been stolen and buried some other place.  Knowing of the severe opposition Jesus experienced during his 
ministry you know if they had proof that he was not alive somewhere someone by now would have spoken up. 
 
Peter plainly declares that David was a prophet and knew that God would “raise up Christ to sit on his throne.”  He 
would not be left in Hades (the place of departed spirits) and his fleshly body did not see corruption.   Furthermore, Peter 
said the apostles were witnesses of his resurrection.  Also, they had seen Him ascend into heaven where is he was now 
seated at the right hand of God. This explains all they were seeing and hearing was an outpouring of God’s Spirit. It 
could be the flames above their heads were still flickering. This outpouring of the Holy Spirit was confirmation that 
what Peter had preached was true and that Jesus had been raised from the dead with living witnesses to further prove his 
resurrection.   
 
Peter concludes his sermon with a pointed accusation. “Therefore, let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has 
made this Jesus, whom you have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  You wonder as Peter made this accusation if he 
pointed directly to his audience which would have included some of those who cried out, “crucify Him,”  and others who 
had openly spoken again Him? They had looked for and longed for a Messiah. He had come and they did not recognize 
them.  Instead they crucified the one who was now Lord and Christ. The treatment of Jesus by the Jews is contrasted 
with how God treated Him.  The Jews crucified Jesus, but God made Him both Lord and Christ. Peter’s sermon was a 
masterpiece. Yet it was not really Peter’s sermon but what the Holy Spirit had put into his mouth to say. There could not 
have been a more dramatic conclusion.  The guilt was now on their hands. Can you imagine how the crowd must have 
felt? A great number felt deep regret.  Still others clung to their prejudices. 

 
LESSON THREE  

Acts 2:37–47     
Peter’s accusation that they had crucified Jesus who was now at the right hand of God as “Lord and Christ” must have 
cut deeply.  Many suddenly realize what a terrible thing they had done.  “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?  Then Peter said to them, 
Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ 
 
We are told that the people thus they cried out “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”   We are told they were “cut to the 
heart.” It is obvious that belief (faith) has now replaced disbelief.   
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They are overcome with sorrow. Being sorry over sin is not repentance.  However, “Godly sorrow produces repentance” 
(2 Corinthians 7:10).  Sorrow over sin can cause one to change their mind. Thus, He tells them to repent. To repent is to 
change one’s mind.  It must be a complete 180-degree turn. They were guilty of putting to death the Son of God thus 
they needed to make a major turn in their attitude.   
 
Next Peter says, “and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.” There are no exceptions to this plain 
command. It is required of everyone.   Furthermore, it was to be done “in the name of Jesus Christ” which means by the 
authority of Christ. No word in the Bible has been more abused than the word “baptize.”  The abuse began in the third 
century with a misunderstanding of how forgiveness of sin is obtained. People began putting off baptism until they were 
near death because they thought baptism only took care of their past sins and nothing could be done about future sins.  
Some would wait until they were bedfast before being baptized.  The first known cast was a man named Novatian (A.D. 
251), who was baptized by “effusion (pouring water) in the bed as he lay.”  This became known as “clinical baptism.” 
This shows a complete ignorance of 1 John 1:7-9. After one becomes a Christian if they sin they are to repent, pray and 
ask God for forgiveness.  In the third century, the Didache, a kind of church manual appears with instructions to “pour 
water upon the head in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” Thus, began the practice of pouring or sprinkling 
water on the head instead of immersion of the entire body.  Romans 6:4 clearly shows that baptism was a burial in water.  
 
The translators of the King James Bible had an opportunity to correct this error by simply translating the Greek word 
into English as immersed.  For fear of offending the King and the Church of England which practiced sprinkling, the 
translators decided to give an English spelling to the Greek word thus rendering it as “baptized.”  Unfortunately, this has 
been handed down to succeeding generations so that today the idea of baptism is that it can mean to sprinkle or pour. 
This is a tragedy.   The Greek word has always meant to be immersed in water. Later infant baptism was introduced.  
While it was opposed by some, it seems that the main issue was how soon should it be done after birth.  An infant has no 
sins and cannot believe or repent. Every case of conversion in the N.T. the person believed and repented before being 
baptized.  Acts 2:38 clearly confirms this. 
 
Peter goes ahead to say that baptism is, “for the remission of sins.”  This can also be rendered, “for the forgiveness of 
your sins.”  Martin Luther (1483 – 1546) the most prominent leader of the Protestant Reformation gave to the world the 
false doctrine of salvation by faith alone.  Ulrich Zwingli (1484 – 1531) another noted reformer said that baptism was 
only a symbol or sign that one has already been saved when they believed.  It is argued that the word “for”  in the Greek 
text is “eis” and can be translated “because.” Thus, one is baptized merely to show they have already been forgiven of 
their sins.  Greek scholars as a whole do not support such an inaccuracy.   
 
The teachings of these two men has led to the elimination of baptism as an essential part in the salvation of mankind but 
the Bible indicates it is just as essential as faith, repentance and confession.  How can men ignore the plain words of 
Peter that we must “Repent and be baptized strictly for the remission (forgiveness) of sins”? Tragically baptism is 
mocked and ridiculed by the Protestant world.  Some still hold on to baptism but say it only puts one into their church 
but argue it still has nothing to do with man’s salvation. 
 
Finally, Peter offers a promise to those who are willing to repent and be baptized.  He said, “and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.”   It is clear that the giver is God and the gift is the Holy Spirit Himself.   The way we know the Holy 
Spirit dwells within us is because about a dozen times the N.T. says He does. For example, Paul writes, “But you are not 
in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.”  The word “you”  in this phrase refers to 
Christians.  The word “in”  is a translation of the Greek pre-position “en” and Thayer the noted Greek scholar says it 
means “in the person.”  “Dwells,”  simply means to abide. The indwelling of the Spirit is no more miraculous than the 
Word of God dwelling in us. We do not understand how our mind, our soul dwell in us.  
 
Peter declares in verse 39 that the promise of salvation not only applied to that generation but also extends to future 
generations.  It seems Peter did not stop preaching but “with many others words exhorted them to “Be saved from this 
perverse generation” which referred to the Jewish nation that had rejected Jesus. We are given the results of Peter’s 
preaching.  “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized (immersed); and the same day about three thousand 
souls were added to them.”  We don’t know how many were present to hear Peter preach but about 3,000 had no 
problem with the command to be baptized and thus were added to the church which is the kingdom of God.   
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Peter has now unlocked the door to the kingdom not only for his generation but also for generations yet to come. For the 
first time, we have the answer to the question, “what must I do to be saved.” 
 
Immediately these new Christians began meeting to hear the instructions of the apostles. They fellowshipped each other 
in partaking of the Lord’s Supper. They also engaged in prayers.  Each day they witnessed the “many wonders and 
signs” that were done by the apostles.  They shared their worldly goods with one another even selling “their possessions 
and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.”  The world had never before seen anything like this!  
Most of them had been strangers to each other just a few days before.  They had come from different backgrounds and 
cultures, yet they began to care for each other.  They were now brothers and sisters in the Lord.  
 
They were dedicated in their worship of God.  They met daily with fellow Christians in the temple area probably the 
only place big enough for all of them to be together in one place.  They also met daily in their homes, getting acquainted 
with one another. They were all added by the Lord following baptism. 
 

LESSON FOUR    
Acts 3:1-26     

We do not know how much time has elapsed since the Day of Pentecost, probably a very short time.  It was three 
o’clock in the afternoon and Peter and John are on their way up to the temple.  These two men had been fishing partners 
back in Galilee but have now become “fishers of men” as Jesus had told them in the beginning of His ministry. It is 
obvious the reason for their going was that this is where they will find a crowd already assembled.  People would gather 
three times a day at the temple to pray.  They would gather there at 9 a.m., noon and 3 p.m.  This usually took place in 
the Court of the Women.   It was at the 9 a.m. prayer time that the events of Pentecost took place.  On this occasion, 
Peter and John were going up at three o’clock prayer time.   
 
A man who had never walked since his birth was around 40 years old and had been carried there (some think he was 
throne there) which was the gate called Beautiful to ask for alms from those who would be passing through this gate.  It 
is said that there were nine gates in all that gave entrance into the temple area.  Eight were 45 feet tall but the gate called 
“Beautiful” was 75 feet tall and was made from Corinthian bronze.  The gate faced the east, which means it was directly 
in front of the temple itself.  The beggar placed at this gate had never walked.  Probably his feet and ankles had never 
developed.  He probably was dirty and looked more than forty years old.  His skin may have been wrinkled with his 
bones almost protruding through his skin.  Often beggars would present themselves in the worst possible way.  The 
people of the city knew him for they had passed him many times as they entered the Temple area through the Beautiful 
gate.   
 
At the end of World War II, I was stationed in north China.  There were five of us who operated an auxiliary airfield.  
The governor of the province gave us a house to live in.  One day I heard a very mournful sound coming from over a 
wall in back of our house.  I went to the wall and looked over seeing a rather elderly looking woman sitting in a dirty 
dusty street.  Large tears were flowing down her cheeks.  She suddenly stopped and pulled out a large roll of money 
from her coat and added the bills of money that had been dropped by her side.  A big smile crossed her face.  Then 
suddenly she started wailing again. I did not understand Chinese so I asked our houseboy what was going on.  He said 
that begging was her profession and thus the crying, wailing and tears were a part of her profession.  I had never thought 
of begging as a profession.  This may have been the case of the man Peter and John saw at the Beautiful gate on their 
way into the temple area. 
 
It is not a coincidence that Peter and John healed this man.  The healing was not an impulsive act on Peter’s part.  They 
healed him to draw attention to what would follow and that was their preaching.  Seeing Peter and John he asked for 
alms.  Peter and John fix their eyes on this man and Peter said, “Look at us.”  The man no doubt expecting to receive 
something from them “gave.”  Looking for alms he received was something far greater, the ability to walk to do 
something he had never done in his entire life.  Peter told him, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give 
you:  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”  This was not what the beggar had been asking for.  
Later on, in his sermon Peter said the man had been healed through the faith of the apostles.  Peter then takes the man by 
the right hand and lifted him up.  The miracle was that his feet and ankle bones received strength and he could walk just 
like everyone else.   
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This was an instantaneous and complete healing.  He did not get up and shuffle along on his feet.  Rather we are told he 
entered the temple with Peter and John and begin walking, leaping, and praising God.  This really got the attention of the 
people.  They knew this man from the many times they had passed him at the Beautiful gate.  They knew the wretched 
condition he was in.  Now suddenly his feet and ankle bones look normal and he begins walking in a normal way.  They 
were simply amazed that he could walk, even leap.  This caused the people to run to Solomon’s porch where Peter and 
John and the beggar were by now. This was an ideal place to speak from.  The porch was 600 feet long and 60 feet deep.  
It had two rows of 27-foot columns, covered with a cedar roof.  Jesus himself had been there before.  It became a 
favorite place for the early Christian to meet. The miracle had its desired purpose by drawing together a crowd. You 
don’t praise God like the beggar was doing. You are not supposed to show emotions as the beggar was doing. This 
beggar cast all dignity aside. He would praise God with all his physical being. One thing for certain no one could deny 
that a great miracle had taken place. 
 
We now have the second recorded sermon of Peter.  First, he lets them know that what they were witnessing was not the 
result of any power he or John had.  This miracle was a result of the power of Jesus the one the mob had delivered into 
the hands of Pilate. Pilate did not want to put him to death but because of their demands he gave in and had him 
crucified.  They had denied the Holy One and asked for a murderer to be granted to them.  He reminds them that the one 
they had killed, God has raised Him up from dead and the apostles were witnesses to this fact.  Peter says that what they 
did they did in ignorance.  However, ignorance does not excuse them of their wicked deed. It was a fact that God had 
foretold through the prophets the very thing they had done.  He calls upon them to repent and be converted so   they 
could have their sins forgiven and experience freedom from their guilt.  Jesus will return again to call his own and then 
all things will be made right and once again man will be able to walk with God as Adam and Eve did in the beginning. 
 
Peter reminds them of what Moses had said to their fathers, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me 
from your brethren.  Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you.  And it will come to pass that every soul 
who will not hear that prophet will be utterly destroyed from among the people.”  Jesus had been sent to rescue them 
from their sins.  But the Jews had disregarded God’s prophets and rejected God’s promise of a savior.  He also reminds 
them that they were descendants of Abraham and that God has promised that from Abraham’s seed (Jesus) would come, 
the one who would cause all families of the earth to be blessed.   
 
But in spite of all the words that had been spoken by the prophets concerning the coming of Christ they ignored their 
prophecies.  Jesus would even come to the Jews first, to turn them away from their sins.  The tragedy was that in spite of 
all the many things the prophets had said about him they did not pay any attention to what they had said thus they 
rejected Christ even calling for his death on the cross.  The hundreds of predictions had been like a floodlight shining on 
Jesus and still they had not been able to see that he was the promised Messiah. The fact is they had ignored the prophets 
and disregarded what God had promised.  God had every right to abandon them, but he did not.  God was gracious and is 
giving them a second chance.  The tragedy is that in spite of all the evidence the majority of the Jews rejected Jesus their 
only hope for salvation. 
 

LESSON FIVE    
Acts 4:1–22 

In our lesson, today we will see the beginning efforts of Satan to destroy the church.  It has only been a few days since 
its establishment.  Satan is now fully aware of God’s plan for the redemption of mankind which had been held a secret 
from before the time man came into existence.  The church will be God’s instrument through which he will spread the 
gospel into all the world.  While it is in its infant state Satan will now try to destroy it. Peter was still speaking to the 
crowd that had gathered at the temple after the healing of the man who could not walk when suddenly a delegation 
arrives from the temple.  It is not just any delegation but was comprised of the several priests, the captain of the temple 
(second in authority) who was responsible for the security of the temple.  Also, some Sadducees.  They were a small but 
very powerful sect of the Jews who controlled matters that pertained to the temple.  The high priest was a Sadducee and 
most of the Sanhedrin were Sadducees.  They cooperated with Rome, which explains their powerful position. 
 
They were greatly offended by what Peter and John were preaching – the resurrection of Jesus.  Such could not be more 
offensive to the Sadducees who did not believe in a resurrection, or anything supernatural, or even the devil himself.  
They had no legal grounds for arresting Peter and John, much less for imprisoning them but took the law into their own 
hands and “put them in custody until the next day.”   



8 

The reason for waiting until the next day may be that they needed time to trump up some legal charges against them.  
This preaching about Jesus must be stopped. The best way to stop it is to eliminate those who were preaching His 
resurrection.  The arrest of the apostles would not stop the power of the gospel.  We learn that the number of conversions 
had already reached to about five thousand men.  If we count the women which are not included in Luke’s account we 
could easily assume there were at least 10,000 new Christians now in Jerusalem or maybe more as usually more women 
respond to the gospel than men.   
 
The next day the council comes together.  It includes the high ranking religious leaders such as Annas, the ex-high priest 
and Caiaphas the present high priest.  These names we recognize from the trials of Jesus.  The group that Peter and John 
stood before was actually the Sanhedrin.  This is the same group that condemned Jesus to die!  Here are Peter and John 
standing before seventy hostile judges but they had not yet been able to bring up any criminal charges against them.  So, 
they try a different approach.  They demand to know, “By what power or by what name have you done this?”  They 
were referring probably to the miracle of healing the lame man but no doubt included the preaching of Peter and John. 
The situation was ludicrous.  Peter knew it and the council knew it.  The man was visibly seen walking and leaping.  
Since they did not bring any legitimate charge they were hoping Peter in an unguarded moment might give an answer 
that would give them reason to punish them. This was intimidation, a scare tactic that they hoped would force Peter and 
John to say something they could use against them. While alive Jesus had warned the apostles, they would be brought 
before authorities but they need not be concerned as to what to say (see Luke 21:14, 15). What the Sanhedrin was really 
saying was, “Who do you think you are to challenge us and our authority?” 
 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit did not hesitate one moment.  He does not speak in anger about their false 
imprisonment but speaks in a respectful way.  He begins his defense by saying, “Rulers and elders of the people” which 
was a respectful way to address the council.  He tells them, if you are arresting us for a good deed done to a helpless 
cripple man then the answer is, it was by the name of Jesus Christ the one you crucified and the one whom God raised 
from the dead.  Peter then quotes from Psalm 118:22-24 to show that David spoke of Jesus whom they had rejected.  
“This is the stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.”  Furthermore, Peter 
declares “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved” (Acts 4: 12). 
 
This must have cut deeply.  Here is this uneducated fisherman quoting scripture to them and telling them that David had 
them in mind when he wrote this prophecy.  Later Peter reminds the council that they must obey God rather than the 
council.    They rejected the Messiah because he did not have the pomp and power they expected a ruler to have.  They 
thought he would reign in the city of Jerusalem on the throne of David and drive out the Roman oppressors.  The corner 
stone was the most important stone in a building.  Builders always started with the corner stone and built outward and 
upward.   
 
Then Peter had the nerve to say that they could only be saved by Jesus.  Nothing could have been more insulting to the 
council.  They were children of Abraham.  That was the only name they recognized.  Jesus had declared earlier in John 
14:6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.”  Peter was saying in 
essence, “You cannot be saved through Abraham or Moses.  You can only be saved through the name of Jesus.”   Peter 
used the word “we.”   He said, “by which we must be saved.”  He was saying, if any one of us is to be saved---be they a 
fisherman, beggar, priest, elder, scribe, officer or anyone else it will only be in the name of Jesus. 
 
The council was left speechless.  They could not answer him and certainly they could not bring up any accusation that 
they had committed a crime.  They had charged Jesus with blasphemy but with these apostles there was nothing they 
could say.  How could the healing of a man who had never walked be grounds for punishment?  It is said, “And seeing 
the man who had been healed standing with them they could say nothing against it.”  They put the apostles outside the 
room and conferred among themselves.  They said, “What shall we do to these men?  For, indeed, that a notable miracle 
has been done by them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.”   
 
The only recourse they had was to dismiss them but give them a stern warning not to speak in the name of Jesus.  The 
fact that they could not say anything in reply to Peter is powerful evidence to the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  
Peter’s accusation in verse 10 was that the council had crucified Jesus and God had raised Jesus from the dead and Jesus 
had healed the man standing before them.   
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The council could not deny their part in the crucifixion of Jesus; neither could they deny that the man had been healed.  
Therefore, they could not deny that God had raised Jesus from the dead.  If the resurrection of Jesus was a false rumor 
they could have replied with some kind of evidence to prove the apostles wrong.  The church was in its infant stage.  It 
was vulnerable.  To destroy it, these enemies merely had to prove that Jesus had not been raised from the dead.  All they 
had to do was produce the dead body of Jesus or have witnesses who could testify that they knew where the dead body 
resided.  No one could do this. 
 

LESSON SIX    
Acts 4:23-37 

Having been released from prison Peter and John go to “their own companions” to report what had happened.  These 
early Christians had strong ties to one another and to God.  Thus, they sought out their brothers in Christ.  These were 
probably the other apostles. When threatened by Satan and other brethren learn to lean on one another for strength.  One 
of the reasons God instituted the church is because there is strength in numbers.  He could have made it so we would 
become Christians and then fight Satan alone.  Instead, he established the church where we associate with those “of like 
faith” supporting one another in difficult times. Knowing of the threat that had been made they go to God in prayer.  We 
are told that with “one accord” they lifted up their voices to God in prayer.  God is our greatest source of power.   
 
In verses 24 through 30 we have the second recorded prayer in the Book of Acts.  These Christians had no doubt already 
prayed many times. The first recorded prayer was when they asked God to help them in the selection of someone to 
replace Judas as an apostle.  This second recorded prayer places emphasis on the sovereignty of God.  It begins, “Lord, 
You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them.”  They begin then by appealing to an all-
powerful God who created everything.  Part of this prayer is actually a quotation from Psalm 2:1, 2 which applied to 
their situation.  It had probably been memorized from hearing it read in one of their synagogues.  This Psalm foretold 
what would happen to Jesus.  Verse 28 notes that four groups (Herod, Pilate, the Gentiles and the Jews) came together in 
opposition to the Lord but actually what they did was already predetermined by God.   
 
God was in control.  So, they asked for God to look upon their threats and to give them the boldness to continue 
speaking the word and to continue to heal in the name of Jesus.  When they ended their prayer, they received an 
immediate response.  The place where they were gathered was shaken and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit like 
Peter and John had been before the Sanhedrin.  The Council had charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus.  Now 
there are twelve men who boldly proclaim God’s word. 
 
Today God does not shake any building we may be in nor does he enable us to speak by inspiration the word of God.  
He does however promise to be with us and has given us His Spirit to help us (Acts 2:38).  He gives us “power that 
works within us” (Ephesians 3:20).  Today we have the “Sword of the Spirit” thus everything we need to overcome any 
of the things Satan may do to destroy the church.  Make no mistake the devil will try to silence us today.  He does not 
give up easily.   But he will utterly fail when we take the Sword of the Spirit and prayer and use it against him.    
 
Beginning with verse 32 we are told that “the multitude of those who had believed were of one heart and of one soul.  
We continue to be amazed at the oneness (unity) of these early Christians.  There was a natural outgrowth of love and 
concern for one another which resulted in their sharing their possessions.  Luke says, “they had all things in common.”  
Usually in our collection of things over the years there are always certain items that are special to us and we do not want 
to part with them.  Evidently this was not the case with these early Christians.  They were willing to share whatever they 
had. What an example they are to those of us who live today and have so many things. Their generosity seems to have 
motivated the apostles because we learn that “with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus.”  This was the heart and core of the message they preached.   
 
For someone to be hung on a cross was a stigma to their family.  Shame and disgrace were associated with dying on a 
cross.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 1:22, 23, “For the Jews request a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom; but we 
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks foolishness.”  It made no sense to the Jews in 
Jerusalem that Jesus’ death on a cross could have anything to do with their salvation.  But of course, it has everything to 
do with our salvation.  It is the greatest single event in history.  In the throne room scene found in Revelation 4 and 5 we 
read of a new song that was being sung.   
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Part of it reads as follows.  “And they sang a new song, saying: You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; 
for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood.”  What a powerful message this is even to this day. 
 
We are further told that no one lacked.  Those who possessed land or houses sold them and brought the amount received 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet.  This was probably not all done at one time.  As needs would arise someone would step 
forward and sell a piece of property or a house so those in need could be helped.  The generosity of these early 
Christians greatly impressed unbelievers and led the people to listen more carefully to the message preached by the 
apostles. 
 
At this point we are introduced to a man by the name of Barnabas who will become one of leading evangelist to carry 
the gospel outside of Jerusalem into other parts of the world.  He is mentioned around twenty-five times in the Book of 
Acts.  His name meant “Son of Encouragement” perhaps because he excelled in his preaching to give encouragement to 
those he preached to.  He also gave encouragement to individuals.   
 
We are told about Barnabas as an example of this kind of giving.  He sold some land that he owned and brought the 
money “and laid it at the apostles’ feet.”  We are also told that he was a Levite.  When the Israelites entered the Promise 
land the tribe of Levi was not given as much land as the other tribes received.  They were given several cities with 
pasture lands.  Their living was largely derived from the temple.  It may have been difficult for a Levite to obtain land.  
Thus, this would make his gift even more significant. 

 
LESSON SEVEN    

Acts 5:1–11    
Satan had already attacked the church by using Jewish officials.   Now he begins to attack it from the inside.  He does 
this by using two Christians, a husband and wife, Ananias and his wife Sapphira.  This is the first recorded sin in the 
church.  Certainly, there was already sin simply because all Christians will sin.  The name Ananias means “Jehovah has 
been gracious.”  Sapphira means “beautiful.” Their sin was not what we would think of as being a major sin such as 
murder, theft, fornication, drunkenness.  It was not in their owning and selling their property.  They might have sold it 
for a profit but that is not sinful. Also, to sell a possession and plan to give a part of it to the Lord would even be 
considered a commendable thing to do.  To keep back a part of the amount they had received would not be wrong in 
itself.  In verse four Peter makes it clear that what they gave was under their control and it was up to them how much of 
the original price they would give.  The sin is the fact that Ananias and Sapphira plotted to deceive the apostles and 
others.  Peter says that they had “agreed together” to lie about their gift.  Their sin was bringing part of the sale price, but 
saying it was the full price they had received.  They lied to the apostles but more important they lied to the Holy Spirit. 
 
We do not know for certain their motive for entering into this deception.  We can only guess.  Barnabas had received 
special recognition for his liberal gift. (the full amount he received for his property.) This may be the reason why 
Barnabas is introduced at this point in the New Testament.  It could be that his generous gift is to be contrasted with the 
gift of Ananias and Sapphria.  The gift of Barnabas’ was highly commended.  Did Ananias and Sapphira want to receive 
fame and attention as Barnabas had received for his unselfish gift?  People like flattery and compliments. No doubt 
Barnabas had received many complements for his liberal gift and now this couple seizes the chance to receive the same 
kind of attention and praise Barnabas had received. 
 
The plot to lie probably went something like this.  They received a good price for their land but greed would not let them 
give the full amount they had sold it for.  They thought about Barnabas and how he had been praised.  So, why not keep 
back part of the amount received and bring the rest to Peter.  This way they would receive the kind of praise given to 
Barnabas without making the same kind of sacrifice Barnabas made.  So, they would lie about the price they had 
received which was the amount they laid before Peter.   

 
So, Ananias started off with his money bag to find Peter.  No one would know that there may have been another sack of 
money probably hidden away in his house.  We do not know what he said when he reached Peter but he probably said 
that a good piece of land had been in the family.  Then with an act of piety he then laid the money at the feet of Peter.  
He may have emptied his bag saying here is what we received for the land.   
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No doubt he waited to receive a commendation from Peter, but instead he received a rebuke forgetting the Holy Spirit 
resided with Peter and the other apostles.  In the beginning on Pentecost the Holy Spirit had come upon Peter and the 
other apostles enabling them to do miraculous things.  Thus, the Holy Spirit enabled Peter to know about the plot of 
Ananias and Sapphira.  
 
Peter said to him, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of 
the land for yourself?”  Several things can be deducted from Peter’s words to Ananias.  First, Peter attributed Ananias’ 
sin to Satin who had filled his heart with the plot of deceit.  Ananias had allowed Stan to control his thoughts and 
actions.  However, Satin did not force Ananias to do what he did.   Ananias had to be open to Satan’s influence.  We 
often fail to realize that Satan still operates in the hearts men today.  We can also come under his control.  The property 
of Ananias and Sapphira was under their control.  They could do with it whatever they wished without sinning if they 
had wanted to.  It was within their power not to give themselves to Satan’s urging.  While we cannot read between the 
lines it may be that Ananias had time to repent and ask for forgiveness but refused to do so.  Another observation is that 
Peter said, “you have not lied to men but to God.”  Fundamentally all sin is against God.  Also, it is to be noted that 
Peter did not place a curse of death upon Ananias.  The fact that he fell over dead was probably as surprising to Peter as 
it was to the others who were present. 
 
The story is not over.  Sapphira a partner in the plot comes in.  It has been about three hours since Ananias died.  She 
does not know what has happened.  She probably wonders why he has not come home and goes to look for him.   It is 
somewhat amazing that in this short time Ananias had been buried and word had not yet gotten out about his death.  It 
may be that Peter had instructed those present not to tell anyone, as Sapphira would also have to be dealt with.  It would 
be just a matter of time and she would show up.  When she arrived, Peter immediately brings up the subject of the gift.  
Their gift may have still been lying there before Peter.  He asked her if the land had been purchased for the amount that 
had been brought to him.  She said yes.  Peter asked her why she and her husband had agreed to lie to “the Spirit of the 
Lord?”  The same men who had carried Ananias away would also carry away her body to be buried.  The result was that 
“great fear came on all the church and on all who heard these things.”   
 
She too could have repented and asked for forgiveness as there are cases where someone caught up in an evil motive did 
repent (see Acts 8:22).  The punishment given out may seem harsh to some but God used this to serve as an object 
lesson for Christians living then and for us today. We see a number of such object lessons in the Old Testament as in the 
cases of Achan, Nadab and Abihu, and Uzzah.  The integrity of the apostles was at stake. This great time of sharing their 
possessions could not be compromised by such actions.  They could not lie to God and get by with it.   
 
What if God treated sin in the church today as He did on this occasion?  We would be having a lot of funerals. 
Thankfully today God allows us to think and repent.  In Palestine in those days a person’s body would be buried the 
same day they died.  However, the rather quick burial of Ananias and Sapphira without any kind of funeral ceremony 
may have some significance.  It may signify that due to the nature of their sin they did not deserve what we would 
consider a decent burial.  As a result of this event we are told that “great fear came on all the church and on all who 
heard these things.” It was fearful then and it is a fearful thing today.  God wants and approves of unselfish deeds.  At 
the same time, He wants us to know that we cannot deceive Him, because He knows all that we do.  Probably one of the 
more striking lessons to be learned is the why we do something is just as important as what we do.  

 
LESSON EIGHT  

Acts 5:12–42     
The work of Peter, John and the other apostles continued to take place in spite of the threats of the Sanhedrein.  Many 
“signs and wonders were done among the people.”  The new Christians were a united front.  They continued to meet at 
Solomon’s Porch.  New believers were being added to the Lord, this included both men and women.  People would 
bring their sick and lay them out in the streets that perchance the shadow of Peter walking by might fall on some of 
them.  People came from surrounding cities brought sick people and those possessed by unclean spirits and as a result 
they were healed.   
 
From the standpoint of the Jewish leaders’ things were getting completely out of hand. This group was composed 
primarily of the Sadducees.  They were extremely jealous about what the Apostles were doing. They were drawing large 
crowds to hear them preach.  So, this time they put all the apostles in jail and locked them up for the night.   
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However, an angel of the Lord opened the jail door and charged them to go to the temple and speak the word of God.  
This must have given the apostles great confidence to know that God stood by them and approved their preaching at the 
temple.  Early in the morning there they were, standing in the temple and preaching Jesus.  Many of us would probably 
seek a place of safety but these apostles went to the most dangerous place they could possibly go, right into the temple 
area and near to where the Counsel met.  Without knowing what had happened the High Priest called the leaders 
together with plans to bring the apostles in before them to face whatever charges they could bring against them.  
 
What a shock when they arrived at the prison.   There were guards outside standing before the doors to the prison and 
the prison was securely locked but there were no apostles to be found anywhere in or around the prison.  They learn that 
they are all in the temple area preaching. How could this possibly be?  The guards were careful to guard the prison. The 
doors are securely locked.  How was it possible for twelve men to walk out undetected?  Prejudice and false pride 
prevented them from admitting a miracle had occurred.  They no doubt felt threatened that this would get out and more 
people would begin to listen to the preaching of the apostles. They were gravely concerned what would be the end result 
of this?  You would think this would have shocked these Sadducees into reality, but they are determined to stop the 
apostles.  Officers are dispatched to bring them before the council but not to use force. They feared what the people 
might throw stones at them.  They were well aware that a mob could easily get out control.   

 
The high priest had strictly admonished not to preach anymore in the name of Jesus.  Now they are again in the temple 
preaching.  He said, “You have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!”  One of 
the reasons they were so intent in stopping the apostles was that in preaching about Jesus they kept reminding the people 
that they were responsible for the death of Jesus.  With a large number of People being converted they were afraid they 
might turn in revenge upon them although Christianity is not a violent religion that physically attacks those who oppose 
it.  The Crusades of the middle Ages were in direct contradiction to what Jesus taught.  The horrible “Inquisitions” under 
Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain in the sixteenth century had the blessings of the Pope. Christianity has never forced 
itself on anyone.  It is left to each individual to accept Jesus or to reject him.       
 
Peter’s and the other apostles answered that they would continue to preach Jesus because it was God’s will.  This Jesus 
that God raised from the dead, whom they had killed by hanging him on a cross, has been exalted to the right hand of 
God to be a “Prince and Savior,” to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.”  Israel as well as the Council 
could repent if they would.  The apostles spoke boldly to these spiritual leaders of the people.  Again, Peter accused 
them of putting Jesus on the cross to suffer agonizing pain as he died on the cross.  There is no mincing of words with 
Peter. The apostles were witnesses to the things they accuse the council of doing.  Not only that but the Holy Spirit 
whom God had given to them witnessed to the truthfulness of all they said! The Council might plead innocent but it 
would do no good.  They could not deny what the Holy Spirit knew.  Thus, they are not about to stop preaching Jesus.  
They will continue to speak about his death and resurrection at every opportunity. 
 
How dare this Galilean speak in such a manner to the Council?  They were infuriated and decided to kill them.  But a 
wiser head now stands and speaks.  His name is Gamaliel a highly-respected teacher of the Law.  He is a Pharisee in 
contrast to the majority of Sadducees who were present.  He has the apostles put out of the room for a short time.  He 
begins by warning them they needed to stop and think about what they were about to do before carrying out their intent 
to have them killed.  He obviously was a man of great wisdom.  He gives them a lesson from their own recent history.  
In the past, there was a man by the name of Theudas who claimed to be somebody important.  He had about 400 men 
who followed him.  But he was killed, and his followers ended up being scattered and thus nothing ever happened to his 
uprising.  Then there was another man by the name of Judas of Galilee who rose up at a time when a census was being 
taken and drew after him many people.  He also perished and his followers were scattered. 
 
He concludes his remarks by saying they should leave these men alone.  If what they were doing was merely of men it 
would die out.  On the other hand, if what they preached was true they would find themselves fighting again God.  You 
gain nothing by opposing error with violence.  You fight error with truth.  Gamaliel’s calmness and wisdom prevailed.  
Emotions calmed down by now.  So, they had the apostles brought in and had them beaten (flogged).  Again, they 
charged that they should not speak in the name of Jesus and then they let them go.  The flogging that these apostles 
received was not a light punishment.  It may not have been forty stripes minus one but it was a flogging which could 
crippled one for life.  Some even died as a result.  You usually carried scars on your back for the rest of your life. 
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The church had reached its first serious crisis point on this occasion.  Maybe they thought the gospel could be halted by 
beating them.  Then the church would soon cease to exist.  If there are no sowers then the seed (the word) would not be 
sown, and there will be no church for its survival depends on the word being sown in the hearts of men. 
   
If the apostles had been like some people they would have left the Council complaining how bad their back ached and 
feeling pity for themselves.  Instead we read in verse 41 that, “they went on their way, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His name.” They considered it an honor to be able to suffer for the name of Jesus.  The result 
was they could be found “daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the 
Christ.”  Jesus said that the “gates of hades” (death) could not prevail against the church.  You can kill Christians but it 
will not stop the church because the seed will always be sown by someone.   
 

LESSON NINE 
Acts 6:1–7     

Chapter six begins “And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying.”  Some estimate that by now, 
“in those days,” probably three to four years have passed since the establishment of the church.  The church has been 
growing steadily since Pentecost. The last numerical count was 5,000 men (4:4) and this did not include the women.  
Then 5:14 we are told multitudes “were added to the Lord.” Some estimate there could have been 20 to 30 thousand 
Christian by this time.  This would be a large number for the apostles to oversee.  Sometimes certain things tend to fall 
through the cracks.  We learn that “there arose a murmuring against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their 
widows were neglected in the daily distribution.”  We have already noticed how the church in Jerusalem took care of 
those in need by selling possessions including land and even houses.  Among those in need would be widows.  They 
were the most vulnerable since they had no family to care for them.  Seemingly there was a daily serving of food to 
these women.  In the beginning, it seems the apostles were responsible in some way for this as all monies were brought 
and laid at their feet. The number of disciples has greatly increased since those beginning days.  While this arrangement 
worked for a while, yet as the church grew this procedure became inadequate and thus some of the Hellenistic Jewish 
widows were being overlooked. 
 
Hellenistic Jews were those with a Greek background and their native tongue being Greek.  The earlier dispersion of the 
Jews into so many different countries would lead to their adopting the universal language of that day which was Greek.  
They did not speak Hebrew or Aramaic. The word “Hellenistic” means “Greek-speaking.” Most of those who could 
speak Hebrew lived in Palestine and looked down on those who spoke Greek.  It is obvious that both of these groups had 
come to make up the church in Jerusalem.  However, we have been told that they had been of one heart and one mind.  
At Pentecost people had come from all over the world for that feast day.  It seems many who were converted probably 
returned to their home country however many who had been added to the church decided to remain in Jerusalem. 
 
Satan could use such a situation to cause internal trouble.  Some think it was an intentional oversight.  However, 
considering that the apostles were under the guidance of the Holy Spirit this does not seem likely.  However, even under 
the best of situations and with the best intentions there can be a failure in oversight.  This would especially be true where 
you have two groups of people which speak different languages.   
 
The best way to look at this situation is that their numbers were so large now the older system they had been using to 
take care of those in need was no longer working and there needed to be a new and better way of handling the needs of 
these Hellenistic Jews.  As a results people under the old system were being neglected.  The murmuring of the those who 
were neglected probably took the route of talking to others, (those who were not involved in the distribution) instead of 
the ones who may have caused the offense.  If this problem had not been resolved, immediate consequences could have 
resulted.   Also in the near future, the church will be confronted with incorporating Gentiles into the church.  If the 
problem between Hebrew speaking and Greek speaking members could not be resolved then the problem of getting 
Jewish and Gentile Christian work together later on would be difficult. 
 
To the credit of the apostle’s immediate action was taken.  They did not wait hoping the problem would somehow go 
away. Good leaders will handle internal problems quickly and the sooner the better.  The first response of the apostles 
was “And the twelve called the multitude of the disciples to them and said, it is not desirable that we should leave the 
word of God and serve tables.”   
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The text indicates the complaint was against the native members but in reality, it was against the apostles for they were 
responsible for the distribution.  Rather than ignore the situation they acknowledge that the distribution system needed to 
be corrected.   
 
First, they “called the multitude of the disciples together and said, it is not desirable that we should leave the word of 
God and serve tables.” The primary work of the apostles was to teach and preach.  To put it another way they were to be 
witnesses of the resurrection and declare what people must do to be saved.  The Holy Spirit empowered them to do this 
specific work.  If Satan could redirect their first responsibility then fewer souls would be saved and the spiritual growth 
of the church would suffer.  So, they did a wise thing.  Seek out others who would be qualified to take care of these 
widows.  “Serving tables” is a figure of speech referring to the distribution of food to these widows who had been 
neglected.  This would enable the apostles to devote themselves “continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”   
 
This was good advice.  In fact, we are told that it “pleased the whole multitude.” So, they chose Seven men.  Their 
names were, Stephen, Philip, Prochonus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.  The 
qualifications were that they must have a good reputation, be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.  We must keep in mind 
their task did not just involve a few people but probably several thousand.  The significance of providing food for the 
needy has always been a priority with God.  We find it in the both the O.T. and the N.T.  Under God’s plan His people 
did not go hungry or die of starvation.   
 
The instructions of the apostles was that they (the members of the church) not the apostles, were to seek out men that 
could be appointed over this task. The names of these seven men are Greek names.  It looks as if this was done on 
purpose.  Since it was the Greek speaking widows that were hurting then with these men there was no likelihood they 
would be partial to only the Jewish speaking Jews.  Two of these men are more familiar than the rest.  Stephen will be 
the main character in chapter seven and Philip will become well known as an evangelist converting many people.  These 
men are brought before the apostles and after praying the apostles laid their hands on them giving their full approval to 
the men and as a sign they were being set aside for this specific work.  We will see later on that elders began to replace 
the apostles and deacons will begin to replace special appointed servants who took care of specific matter.  It is 
questionable if these seven men were deacons in the sense of those described in 1 Timothy 3:8-13. 
 
Apparently, this effort brought about good results for we are told, “And the word of God spread, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.”  Verse 7 is the 
climactic statement regarding the growth of the church in Jerusalem.  It shows what can happen when good leadership 
responds in a positive way when people fall through the cracks.  Preachers are sometimes looked upon to be the leaders 
of the church but God plan calls for leadership to be placed on the shoulders of elders.  
  

LESSON TEN 
Acts 6:8–7:60     

Stephen is considered to be the first Christian martyr.   We have already been introduced to him in chapter 6.  By the end 
of chapter 7 he is dead.  It is said the name Stephen means a crown of victory such as the wreaths placed on the heads of 
those who won in the Olympic games.  He is introduced as a man full of faith and power.  Evidently the apostles had 
already started imparting spiritual gifts with the laying on of their hands.  He is performing miracles.  He evidently had 
gone into the synagogue of the Freedmen, composed of Cyrenians, Alexandrians and those from Cilicia and Asia. It has 
been estimated Jerusalem had at least four hundred synagogues.  Those of this synagogue were made up of men who had 
been freed from slavery.  Some were from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia and Asia.  They were Hellenistic Jews from other 
countries.   
 
The capital of Cilicia was Tarsus and Saul was from there but is now living in Jerusalem.  It is possible he was in the 
synagogue in Jerusalem when Stephen entered and spoke.  At this point in his life he would have been greatly offended 
by the sermon of Stephen.  In fact, no one in the synagogue could answer the arguments of Stephen because he had been 
enabled by the Holy Spirit to say what he said. They became so enraged they seized Stephen and had him brought before 
the Council. They had false witnesses to say he had spoken blasphemous words against the temple, Mosses and the law.  
Furthermore, they had heard him say Jesus would destroy the temple and change the customs which Moses and 
delivered in Law.  This was enough to stir up everyone.   
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Up until this point the Christians had enjoyed the respect of the Jewish community as a whole. Now we begin to see the 
situation change.  After the charges are filed they all begin to stare at Stephen. His face became as the face of an angel. 
The high priest demanded “Are these things so?”   
 
Now begins the sermon of Stephen the longest sermon in Acts.  His defense is found in 7:2-60.  He accused the Jews of 
doing the very things they were accusing him of doing.  He begins his sermon with respect toward the Council.  He 
recalls the story of Abraham noting how God had worked in the lives of Abraham and others.  He mentions the promise 
made to Abraham.  He briefly mentions Isaac and Jacob.  By now we begin to see a theme running throughout the 
sermon.  Throughout their history, they had rejected God’s appointed deliverers.  The first was Joseph.  He plainly tells 
them that Joseph’s brothers (the patriarchs) rejected Joseph.  But God gave them a second chance.   
 
The heart of the sermon deals with Moses.  Beginning with background information he moves on to speak of Moses who 
understood he was a Hebrew and his first effort to help his people by killing an Egyptian he was rejected by his brethren.  
God then sent Moses to be a deliverer and ruler over His people.  For forty years Moses tried to lead them to the promise 
land.  During this time, they rebelled and rejected his authority.  He says, “In their hearts they turned back to Egypt.”  
They demanded that Aaron make a golden calf to offer sacrifices to.  Moses told them “The Lord your God will raise up 
for you a Prophet like me from your brethren.”  This should have aroused their thinking but they were blind to what had 
taken place.  Again, in the wilderness God gave them an opportunity to inhabit a good land but they rejected Moses 
again, thus God sent them back into the wilderness.  
 
In verses 42 and 43 Stephen compresses history using the words of Amos to show that God does not tolerate rejection.  
The mention of the temple of Molock and the god Remphan shows they were guilty of idolatry even as they carried the 
tabernacle with them through the wilderness.  They brought the tabernacle over into the Promised Land when Joshua 
was their leader.  David wanted to build a House of God but was not permitted to do so.  Solomon built the House.  Then 
Stephen said, “However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands.”  This no doubt infuriated those 
who listened to Stephen.  He then quotes Isaiah 1, 2 that all of creation is God’s temple.  He could have added that God 
dwells in His people.   
 
Stephen suddenly moves from defending himself to the offence by charging his accusers of being guilty of the very 
accusation they had brought against him “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears!  You always resist the 
Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.  Which of the prophets have your fathers not persecuted?  And they have 
killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers who 
have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.”  They had accused him of blaspheming God, His 
Law and the Temple.  He has shown that they are the ones who are guilty of these charges and he has recited their 
history to prove it.   
 
When they heard this, they were furious, they “were cut to the heart.”  They began gnashing their teeth at him.  They 
clenched their jaws so hard that their teeth would grind against each other.  There was no Gamaliel present to cool down 
their hatred.  He looked around at the angry crowd and must have known that death was near.  At this moment being 
“full of the Holy Spirit” God gave him a special vision to sustain him with what this mob was about to do.  He “gazed 
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and said, “Look! I see the heaven 
opened and the Son Man standing at the right hand of God!”  It has been suggested that when Jesus returned to heaven, 
He sat down at the right hand of God but now, He stood out of respect for this one who was willing to die for his faith. 
 
Stephen’s claim to see Jesus was the last straw!  They stated yelling at the top of their voices.  Here is this distinguished 
Council (Their Supreme Court) in their robes acting like wild men.  They stopped their ears with their hands so as to 
shut out Stephen’s infuriating words and then ran and mobbed him.  What occurs next was illegal according to both 
Roman and Jewish law.  It almost came to this earlier when the apostles stood before the Council and Gamaliel spoke up 
and calmed them down.  He is taken outside the city since the death penalty could not be carried out inside the city so 
they had to take him outside Jerusalem.   
 
We are told that they “laid down their clothes as the feet of a young man whose name was Saul.”  There is every 
indication he was involved in this entire affair.  In 8:1 we find that Saul was consenting to his death, “And they stoned 
Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, Lord Jesus receive my spirit.”   
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Later in 22:20 we are told by Paul that he kept their clothes while they stoned Stephen.  Stephen then knelt down and 
cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not charge them with this sin.  And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”  How 
could he pray such a prayer?  Because he knew he could entrust His soul to God.  Augustine has suggested, the church 
owes the preaching of Paul to the prayer of Stephen.  This must have left a profound impression on Paul’s mind. 
 

LESSON ELEVEN 
Acts 8:1–25     

As we closed the story of Stephen we found Saul “consenting to his death.”  Certain men came and carried the body of 
Stephen to be buried.  They did not hold back their emotions as they “made great lamentation over him.”  He is the first 
evangelist we read of. It is said that a man named Saul “made havoc of the church.”  He would enter the houses of 
Christians and drag them off to prison. Stephen’s death sparked a great persecution against the church.  We know the 
Jewish leaders were furious and this no doubt set off the persecution.  The result was that Christians were scattered 
northward into parts of Judea and Samaria. Some went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch.   Up until this time it 
seems Christians chose to remain in Jerusalem but God used persecution to spread them out.  Jesus had previously told 
the apostles, “You will be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
While many Christians were scattered, it seems that the apostles remained behind.  We do not know why they chose to 
do this but there must have been a reason.   
 
One of the seven men previously chosen to take care of the widows was Philip who went down into Samaria and began 
preaching in the city of Samaria with considerable success.  We are told the number of those who believed ran into 
multitudes.  There was “great joy in that city.” One reason for his success was the miracles Philip performed.  We 
already know that he was “of good reputation” and that he was “full of the Spirit and wisdom.”  We have already 
observed that the apostles had started laying their hands on various ones so that they would receive the Holy Spirit.  In 
the case of Philip unclean spirits came out of those possessed and the paralyzed and lame were healed.  This brought 
great joy to the city.  We wonder if this could be the city of Sychar, which was located near the place where Jacob’s well 
was located?  It was here Jesus met the woman at the well who brought out the entire city to hear Jesus preach.  He was 
well received thus remain over for two days.  He told his disciples they were like a field white unto harvest.   
 
Up to this time the gospel was only preached to the Jews.  Even many who were scattered as a result of the persecution 
only spoke to the Jews.  In Philip’s situation, the gospel is being preached to the Samaritans who were part Jew and part 
Gentile.  When the ten northern tribes were carried away into captivity some of the poorer Jews remained behind.  
Gentiles came in to occupy the land.  The result was they intermarried with the Jews.  Their connection with paganism 
resulted in part God worshipers, and part idol worshipers.  Later in history those in the south of Palestine were carried 
away into Babylonian captivity where they remained for seventy years.  A remnant returned to reoccupy the land.  Those 
who returned had maintained their racial and religious purity.  One of their first tasks was to rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem and then later on the temple itself.  The Samaritans offered to help them rebuild but those returning from 
Babylon refused their help.  They looked down upon the Samaritans and this led to a high degree of hatred between the 
Samaritans and Jews.  It is mentioned in John 4:9 that “Jews have no dealings with Samaritans” and the same can said 
about how the Samaritans felt toward the Jews.  This feeling remained down to the time of Jesus.   
 
Suddenly we are introduced to a man who had received much attention in the city.  His name was Simon and he 
practiced sorcery.  He was able to astonish the people claiming he was someone great.  However, after they listened to 
Philip preach and saw his miracles we are told that “both men and women were baptized.”  Even Simon became a 
believer and was baptized.  He knew that his sorcery (magic) did not begin to measure up to what Philip had done by the 
Holy Spirit.   
 
Word reached Jerusalem of Philip’s success.  Considering that “multitudes” had been baptized no doubt more help was 
needed thus Peter and John are sent down to Samaria. We are told that as yet the Holy Spirit had not fallen on any of 
them.  This does not have reference to the “gift of the Holy Spirit” which all baptized believers received at baptism but 
rather they could not yet perform any miracles.  When the apostles and Philip would leave the Samaritans, they would be 
left on their own.  Thus, it was essential that they have Holy Spirit so that they would be able to preach and perform 
various miracles.  So, we are told that Peter and John prayed for them.  Note that Peter and John are the ones who can 
impart the Holy Spirit.  Philip could not do this.  Previously the apostles had laid their hands-on Philip and Stephen.  
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One result was that Stephen was able to preach that great sermon to the Council and Philip was able to preach to the 
Samaritans.  But Philip did not have the authority or ability to pass these special miraculous abilities on to others. 
 
All this time Simon had been following behind the apostles observing the bestowing of these gifts.  It is said, “And when 
Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money.  He said, 
“Give me this power also, that on whomever I lay hands he may receive the Holy Spirit.”  In many ways, this is a rather 
brazen request.  You don’t pay money for spiritual gifts.  You don’t purchase your salvation with money either.   
Also no one can buy their way into heaven.  Did Simon really think Peter and John would give him some of these 
spiritual gifts if he paid them?  What was Simon’s motive?  We do not know specifically but it would certainly would 
make him look good, much more powerful than being just a magician.  It is obvious that Simon still had a long way to 
go if he was to become a faithful servant of the Lord.  He had the wrong motive.  
 
He is severely rebuked by Peter.  “Your money perish with you, because you have thought that the gift of God may be 
purchased with money!  Your have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God.  
Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.  For I 
perceive that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity.”  Several things about Peter’s words that stand out.  
Simon need not think he could be a part of the Lord’s church with his attitude.  What he had done was wicked.  He 
needed to pray to God for forgiveness.  He has already been baptized. When Christians sin must they repent, and ask 
God for forgiveness.  Peter said he perceived that Simon was “poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity.”  The 
bitterness refers to the condition of his heart.  It was not fit to be accepted by Christ.  His heart was full of iniquity.  
Simon asked the apostles to pray for him.  Some think that Simon did not repent because he asked the apostles to pray 
for him rather than asking God to forgive him and not let any evils come upon him.  The text however indicates that 
Simon did repent.  He did not evade his sin or pretend that he had not sinned.   
 
After preaching the word the apostles returned to Jerusalem.  As they went back they preached the gospel to many 
villages in Samaria.  The church is now beginning to get involved in evangelism.  It has now fully developed beyond its 
original infant state. 
 

LESSON TWELVE 
Acts 8:26–40     

In the last lesson, we found where the church as a result of persecution began to spread northward from Jerusalem which 
was God’s desire from the very beginning.  In this lesson, we will see it spread south.  Philip is in Samaria when an 
angel of the Lord spoke to him telling him to go to the road that goes down from Jerusalem unto Gaza.  Gaza was an old 
Philistine city on the coast.  Considering the success Philip was having in Samaria he might have voiced an objection but 
he did not hesitate to obey the angel.  The purpose of his going there was to meet an Ethiopian eunuch. He was a man of 
great authority, who was over the treasury of the Candace, queen of Ethiopia. Candace was a title that was given to 
queens.  He no doubt had a tremendous responsibility in overseeing the treasury of that country.  Its location then may 
have been further north along the e River than what it is today.  It has been assumed he was a black man.  Also from 
Luke’s description of him we assume he was proselyte (a Gentile converted to Judaism). 
 
We know he was a very religious man.  The distance from Ethiopia to Jerusalem would have been around 1000 miles, a 
trip that would take days to travel.  Being a eunuch he could not enter the sacred assembly (Deuteronomy 23:1).  The 
closest that he could get would be the Court of the Gentiles which was some distance away from the Temple. Yet this 
man wanted to go there to worship.  He may have been there due to a special feast day and maybe remained over a few 
days to attend classes taught by the Rabbis.  He now returns to Ethiopia riding in a chariot.  This probably would have 
been a caravan with his chariot in the middle of the procession.  Due to his high position, he would have had servants to 
travel with him. This would not have been a small chariot such as we see in many pictures but more like a fancy wagon 
with four wheels.  He would have had a driver thus he is seated and is reading from a scroll containing the writings of 
Isaiah.  He may have purchased this scroll while in Jerusalem, which would have been very expensive as all such 
writings were copied by hand.  He is reading aloud so Philip could hear him.  It was common to read aloud. 
 
Philip is told to join himself to the chariot.  Philip begins running alongside the chariot.  In our present day culture this 
was an unusual way to get acquainted especially with someone of such high authority.  Philip began with a question.  
“Do you understand what you are reading?”  The eunuch replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”   
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Many of us today are like the eunuch.  We need someone to teach us. This reminds us of Romans 10:14 “How shall they 
believe in Him of whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?” Most people need help in 
understanding the scriptures simply because they are not familiar with them.   Philip arrived at an opportune time.   In 
fact, the timing could not have been better.  There are many stories that could be told how a seeker of truth has crossed 
the path of someone who could teach them. 
 
The first thing that strikes us about the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch was that Philip used God’s Word to convert 
him.  He was not converted as a result of some religious experience or a direct operation of the Holy Spirit. He was not 
told to confess all his sins.  He is converted by hearing Philip preach the word to him.  Philip began with the scriptures 
the Ethiopian was reading.  We are told that he “preached Jesus unto him.”  The passage the eunuch was reading from 
was Isaiah 53:7, 8.  Luke quotes the Septuagint which was the Greek translation of the O.T. made around 270 B.C. in 
Alexandria Egypt.  It is this Greek translation that most of the N.T. writers quote from rather than the Hebrew Bible.  
This prophecy was made seven hundred years before Jesus lived.  The eunuch wanted to know who the prophet (Isaiah) 
is speaking of?   Philip began with the passage the eunuch was reading.  His first task was be to show that these verses 
referred to the Messiah.  As a lamb is led to be slaughtered and is silent before it’s sheerer so was Jesus when he was 
taken to be crucified.  He offered no resistance or a cry of protest.  His judgment was taken away.  Not even his friends 
stood by him.  He did not receive a fair trial.  He died a swift and violent death at a young age.  Probably Philip noted 
other prophecies found in this 53rd chapter.  
 
The eunuch having been in Jerusalem would have heard the name of Jesus. Too much was going on in Jerusalem.  
Disciples were telling everyone about Jesus.  On the other hand, there would be enemies who denounced him time.  The 
treasurer would know what Philip said about Jesus was true.  The passage was very clear when he understood who 
Isaiah was speaking of.  He saw water in the near distance and exclaimed, “See, here is water.  What hinders me from 
being baptized?”  Why would the eunuch suddenly bring up the subject of baptism?  It is impossible to preach Jesus 
without preaching on baptism for it is through baptism that one gets into Christ (Galatians 3:27) and make contact with 
His blood which cleanses one from sins.  It is important to know about Jesus but it is essential to be baptized into Him. 
When John came preparing the way for Jesus he baptized people.  Jesus Himself walked more than sixty miles to be 
baptized.  The disciples of Jesus baptized.  Jesus in giving the great commission to his disciples said, “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  These 
are the marching orders of the church.  Philip was following these orders when he preached Jesus to the Ethiopian.  
 
The eunuch wanted to be baptized but did he believe in Jesus? Philip needed to know if he believed after he had 
preached about Jesus.  He says to the Ethiopian, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.”  The eunuch immediately 
responded, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”  Some translations do not have this in the text but in the 
footnotes because it is not found in some old manuscripts.  It is an interesting observation that the eunuch asked a 
question in verse 36 and Philip answers his question in verse 37.  If we take out verse 37 then we have no answer to his 
question.  It would seem wise to retain this verse in the text.  Also, there are other scriptures which teach that confession 
was a part of God’s plan of salvation.  (Romans 10:9-10 and 1 Timothy 6:12-13.)   
 
The chariot stops and “both Philip and the eunuch go down into the water, and Philip baptized him.”  Many have tried to 
justify sprinkling water on a person’s head as baptism.  Baptism is the English word for the Greek word baptizo which 
means to immerse, bury, to plunge beneath, to submerge.  If sprinkling was the practice it is likely the eunuch would 
have carried water along on his journey in his chariot and he would not have had to go down into the water because 
Philip could have taken a little water and sprinkled his head.  One scholar says they went down beside the water and 
Philip scooped up some water and sprinkled the head of the eunuch.  It should be obvious why they both went down into 
the water. It is strange that Bible scholars deny what happened. 
 
I never cease to be amazed how scholarly men attempt to eliminate baptism as a part of our salvation.  No new convert 
ever prayed, “Lord Jesus come into my heart”.  In every case where there is a conversion baptism is a part of that 
person’s becoming a Christian. 
 

THE CHURCH BEGINS TO MOVE BEYOND JERUSALEM 
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Up until now the emphasis has been on the early years of the Jerusalem church but we now will notice the church begins 
existing in the immediate area around Jerusalem and begins to “go into all the world.”  Focus will begin to turn to Paul 
and others as they go into foreign areas.   
 
We have seen the church as it began to reach out to areas beyond Jerusalem with the gospel.  This along with other 
activity indicates the church is now becoming a mature church. We discover it is now equipped with elders, deacons, 
evangelist, teachers. Other special services are being performed by the women. We see that women were teaching 
others. There were other special needs that needed their special attention.  The church is now beginning to go outside of 
Palestine preaching the gospel.  Multitudes will now hear the gospel and be added to the church.   The Holy Spirit will 
continue to inspire teachers when needed.  He will see that the New Testament is completed and circulated among the 
churches. 
 
During those early years, the church suffered opposition from both the Jews and the Romans who tried to eradicate it. 
These were difficult years.  Many Christians suffered extreme hardships. Some lost their lives.  The good news is that 
the church did not fold and cease to exist but stood firm and was victorious in the face of all the hardships.  The survival 
of the church was paramount in God’s plan to reach the lost throughout the world.  
 

LESSON THIRTEEN 
Acts 9:1–30     

We were briefly introduced to Saul of Tarus at the conclusion of Stephen’s speech.  He played a part in the unlawful 
execution of Stephen.  As we take up chapter 9 we find that Saul was “breathing threats and murder against the disciples 
of the Lord.”  Saul was born of Jewish parents in Tarsus, a Roman colony located in Cilicia.  He was of the tribe of 
Benjamin.  His parents gave him the name Saul no doubt after King Saul who was of that tribe.  He enjoyed Roman 
citizenship which would be of great advantage to him later on.  He was also reared as a Pharisee.  He no doubt spent his 
childhood in Tarsus where he would have received a typical synagogue schooling and also learned the trade of tent 
making.  Probably at an early age he was sent to Jerusalem where he studied at the feet of the famous Jewish Rabbi 
Gamaliel.  In Galatians 1:14 he states, “And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own 
nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.”  It seems he had a promising future as a 
Pharisee.   
 
Saul had observed the rapid growth of the church in Jerusalem and surrounding areas.  Many priests were being 
converted.  Probably with the encouragement of Jewish leaders he took it upon himself to stop this growth by severely 
persecuting Christians.  Later on, he describes his actions. “And I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting 
both men and women into prison……And when the blood of………. Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by 
approving (22:4, 20).  “Not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons…. but also when they were being put to 
death I cast my vote against them (26:10).  In Galatians 1:13 he said he “tried to destroy the church of God”.  When the 
followers of Jesus fled from Jerusalem Saul may have thought that the growth of the church had been stopped in the 
Jerusalem area.  
 
Now the church must be stopped from growing outside of Jerusalem.  Armed with letters from the High Priest and the 
Council he took an armed band of men to cities outside of Jerusalem.  It seems at first, he goes to Damascus.   Jews all 
over the world were subject to the High Priest and any discipline he wished to bring upon them.  The Romans did not 
object to their religious restrictions on the Jews.  In spite of the sermon and death of Stephen, Saul with a clear 
conscience.  He is still bent on halting the church. It seems strange he had never encountered Jesus during his earthly 
ministry.  Saul may have been living outside of Jerusalem during those three and half years of Jesus’ ministry. 
 
As Saul was in sight of Damascus it was around noon.  Suddenly his whole world is turned upside down.  There was a 
dazzling light.  The men with him all fell to the ground.  Saul hears a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?”  He could see a man but did not recognize him.  “Who are you?” Saul asked.  The answer was, “I am 
Jesus whom you are persecuting.”  Can you imagine the instant shock and the many thoughts that must have flooded his 
mind?  All his energy, opposition and zeal against the church had been dead wrong.  All the people he had arrested, put 
in jail, approving their deaths was wrong.  Everything he had been doing was wrong. His life was suddenly a personal 
disaster.  No wonder in later years he refers to himself as the “chief “ of sinners.  Paul is visibly shaken.  He asks “Lord, 
what do You want me to do?”  The Lord said, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”   
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The men who were with him stood speechless.  They had heard a voice but did not see anyone.  As Saul arose from the 
ground he could not see for he was suddenly blind.  He had to be led into the city where he remained for three days 
without sight, food or water. He spends his time in praying.  Knowing his sincerity, we can assume he must have prayed 
about a lot of things he had wrongfully done to innocent Christians.    
 
The Lord appeared in a vision to a disciple named Ananias instructing him to go to a street called Straight and look for 
the house of Judas where he would find Saul praying.  At the same time, Saul had a vision of Ananias coming to him 
putting his hand on him “so that he might receive his sight.”   
 
Ananias had already heard of Saul and his opposition to the church.  He was not anxious to see Saul.  The Lord tells him 
to go ahead “for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.  For I 
will show him what great things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”  Ananias goes to the house of Judas and laid his 
hands-on Saul.  He told Saul, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me 
that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  We are told that scales from his eyes and he 
regained his sight.  He is told, “And now why are you waiting?  Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord” (22:16). 
 
How different from what men are told to do today.  A common approach has been, just pray and confess your sins and 
ask the Lord Jesus to come into your heart.  When Ananias found Saul, he was on his knees praying.  The first thing he 
did was to get him off his knees and take him to a stream of water and baptize him that he might receive the forgiveness 
of his sins.  There could be no clearer statement of the purpose of baptism than the words of Ananias when he directed 
Saul to “be baptized and wash away your sins.”  Saul has already demonstrated his faith and his godly sorrow and 
repentance for all the havoc he had brought on the Lord’s church during the three days of blindness and prayer.  It is 
now time to get off his knees and be baptized to have his sins washed away.  Saul does not hesitate one moment to do 
what Ananias told him to do.   
 
Saul now has a new life in Christ! He has been forgiving of all past sins.  For the first time, he “took food and was 
strengthened.”  We might ask, why did the Lord pick Saul to be an apostle?  God knew that he could take Saul’s 
knowledge of the scriptures, his zeal, his energy, his determination, his understanding of the Gentiles and their ways and 
customs and channel these attributes into the right direction.  Saul could become a powerhouse for carrying the gospel to 
the Gentiles.  Saul does not return to Jerusalem.  He remains in Damascus.  Immediately we find him in the synagogues 
where he preached that Jesus was the Messiah, the “Son of God.”  The people could not believe their ears.  This 
persecutor has now suddenly turned defender of Jesus, the Son of God. 
 
At some point, Saul received the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  This enabled Him to speak by inspiration. At some point, 
he left Damascus and spent time in Arabia which was southwest of Damascus.  The Bible does not inform us why he did 
this or what he did while he was there.  Returning to Damascus his life was in danger.  He literally had to hide out.  
Finally, he was let down in a basket from a window on the wall of the city and escaped.  They tried to kill him for 
preaching about Christ.  He went to Jerusalem but his life was endangered.  To protect him from harm they sent him 
down to Caesarea and from there he sailed to Tarsus where he remained for the next seven years. 
 

LESSON FOURTEEN 
Acts 9:31–43 

As we proceed in the book of Acts we are beginning to see the church moving out from Jerusalem in different directions 
as the Lord intended for it to do.  Philip, Peter and John were involved with evangelism in Samaria.  Philip is involved 
with a man returning to Ethiopia and then moves on to preach in Azotus.  From there he moved up the coast to Caesarea.  
As a result of Stephen’s violent death, Christians are scattered throughout the regions of Judea, Samaria, Asia, Cilicia 
and Damascus.  Beginning with 9:31 we find where the church was enjoying peace and was multiplying.  The focus now 
turns to Peter on one of his mission trips.  
 
In verse 32 we find that “Peter passed through all parts of the country and that he came down to the saints who dwelt in 
Lydda.” Here we will get a glimpse of the activity of the early church outside of Jerusalem.  Lydda was a village about 
twenty-six miles northwest of Jerusalem, located on a fertile plain.  When Peter reached Lydda, he found there were 
saints who lived there.  Christians are often referred to as saints.   
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This is not a title that is bestowed on someone special who done deeds that qualify him to wear the title “Saint.”  While 
there he found, a man named Aeneas.  He had been bedridden for eight years because he was paralyzed.  This is a long 
time to be confined to your bed.  We must keep in mind that a bed was most likely a mat which was placed on the floor.  
During the day, they could be stored for the day but in Aeneas’ case he laid on it all the time.  Peter seeing his condition 
tells him “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you.  Arise and make your bed.  And he arose immediately.”  Peter could have 
taken credit for the healing of this man but he stated plainly that it was Jesus who was healing him.  We are told that he 
was healed immediately.  The result of this miracles was that many of the people in Lydda and Sharon “turned to the 
Lord” as a result.  Thus, again we see the purpose of miracles.  They were performed to confirm the preaching of the 
gospel.  Peter was an average man and could not do this except the Lord was with him.  When the people from Lydda 
and Sharon saw this eight-year bedridden man get up and walk in a natural way they were convinced that the Lord Jesus 
was behind this event.  Peter was able to turn their eyes from Aeneas to the power of Jesus.   
 
Next, we find Peter twelve miles to the west in the seacoast town of Joppa. Its fame was that in the days of Solomon, the 
King of Lebanon sent cedar trees for the building of the temple.  The logs were floated down the coast from Tyre to 
Joppa and then went overland to Jerusalem.  Also, the prophet Jonah had gone to Joppa to board a ship going to Tarshish 
in order to evade going to preach in Nineveh.  Peter finds a church in Joppa.  The focus now is on a woman, a disciple 
named Tabitha.  This was an Aramaic name but in Greek it was Dorcas which means “gazelle.”  A gazelle is a most 
beautiful and graceful animal in the deer family.  We are told that she “was full of good works and charitable deeds 
which she did.”  She had become sick and died. They washed her body and had put it in an upper room.  It is said that in 
Jerusalem they buried a person the same day they died.  This was the case with Ananias and Sapphira.  It seems in her 
case there was a waiting period so that friends and loved one might visit and see her body. 
 
Word came to Joppa of her death.  Peter was only twelve miles away from Lydda.  News of the miracle that happened to 
Aeneas may have caused them to call for Peter to come to Lydda.  Two men are sent to him “imploring him that he 
would not delay in coming to them.”  They probably wanted Peter to arrive before Dorcas would be buried.  As far as 
we know none of the apostles had ever raised anyone from the dead.  It probably took about three to four hours for Peter 
to make the trip.  When he arrives, they lead him to the upper room where they had placed her body.  There were a 
number of widows already in the room.  They “stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas 
had made while she was with them.”  Here we have a simple woman who had used her ability with a sewing needle to 
make clothing, which probably other widows were wearing at the time.  Dorcas may not have been a multi-talented 
individual but she had the ability to sew.  Her deeds indicate to us that she had a sensitive and sympathetic heart.  She 
saw those who were in need of clothing.  So, she began to sew for widows and others in need.  As far as we know 
Dorcas taught no classes, did no miracles and was not in charge of any important project.  If you happened to visit the 
church in Joppa, you might never have even noticed her sitting quietly.  However, when she died it brought many tears 
to the eyes of the members in Joppa.     
  
We often overlook and underestimate the importance of Christians expressing the spirit of Christ by helping other in 
what we would call “little things.”  But little things are important to God.  Paul said, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.”  James wrote, “Pure and undefiled religion 
before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the 
world.”  Jesus expressed this sentiment in Matthew 11:42. “And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of 
cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”  When we reach out 
to others by sending a card, cooking some food, cleaning a house, cut grass, rake leaves, visit the sick and shut-ins we 
are rendering something that is important to God.  We need preachers, elders, deacons, song leaders, Bible class teachers 
but we also need Christians who let their light shine by doing good deeds.   
 
The first thing Peter does is to send everyone outside the room.  When they were all outside the room Peter knelt down, 
and prayed.  He then turned to her body and said, “Tabatha, arise.”  Immediately she opened her eyes and when he saw 
Peter he gave her his hand and lifted her up.  He called in the saints and widows and “presented her alive.”  There are 
three things about her situation we need to notice.  The raising of Dorcas was no harder than the healing of Aeneas. With 
the Lord there are no small, middle-size or large miracles. If men had the power today to perform miracles why not do 
all of them?  Why not raise dead people!  
 



22 

When we look back on the miracles of the N.T. why can’t those who claim to perform miracles today walk on water, 
make a person who has been blind all their life suddenly see, or a person who has never walked in their life suddenly 
stand up and walk, cause a raging storm to suddenly stop, make a leper clean, etc. etc.?  Faith healers often say the 
reason a person cannot be healed is because they do not have any faith.  Dorcus certainly could not demonstrate any 
faith so she could be raised from the dead.  Faith was never a prerequisite for healing in N.T. times.   
 
The most important part of this story is not the miracle that was performed.  Miracles were not an end in themselves but 
always a means to an end.  The really important thing is that souls were saved. This miracle led people to believe, repent 
and be baptized.   

 
LESSON FIFTEEN 

Acts 10:1–38     
Up until we reach chapter 10 the history of the early church has been involved with the Jews only.  There had been 
significant inroads into Samaria.  These people were part Jewish.  The Ethiopian was a proselyte.  No real effort had 
been made to reach the Gentiles.  This was because of the Law of Moses which was a covenant between God and Israel.  
Gentiles were not included in that covenant.  Part of the problem was that the Jews considered themselves better than the 
Gentiles.  They were the chosen ones.  They were clean, the Gentiles were unclean.  Although the Jews had been 
dispersed throughout the world they retained a separatist attitude.  The synagogue gave them refuge for avoiding pagan 
culture. When Jesus came, he would break down the barrier between Jew and Gentiles by his death on the cross.  
However, it would take time before Jewish Christian would be willing to accept the Gentiles as being on an equal with 
them and that God accepted them as a part of the church.  Acts 10 tells us how God started breaking down those barriers 
in the early church.  Part of this story is repeated in Acts 11 therefore we will include some of the details of that chapter 
into this lesson.  The significance of the conversion of the first Gentiles is evident in that more verses are devoted to this 
conversion than any other conversions given in the book of Acts. 
 
The story begins with a Gentile by the name of Cornelius.  This is a Latin name indicating he was Italian.  He was a 
centurion of what was called the Italian band.  This meant he the oversight of 100 men.  He was also a very good man.  
He was devout, one who feared God with all his household. He gave generously, and prayed frequently to God.  Another 
quality that comes out is his humility.   While being a spiritual minded person it does not seem that he was a proselyte.  
At first it might seem he would be an unlikely prospect since he was a Roman soldier who would be disliked, even hated 
by the Jews.  He lived in Caesarea 30 miles up the seacoast from Joppa where Peter was staying with Simon the Tanner.  
One afternoon Cornelius was praying.  It was 3:00 p.m. and suddenly “an angel of God” appeared before him and called 
out his name.  Cornelius was afraid and asked, “What is it Lord?”  He was told that his prayers and giving had been 
noticed by God.  He is to send men to Joppa and ask for Simon whose surname is Peter.  He was “lodging with Simon, a 
tanner, whose house is by the seaside.  He will tell you what you must do.”  This man is remarkable considering the 
moral climate of that day among Gentiles and Roman soldiers.  He was truly a good man in every sense of the word, but 
he was a lost man.  Even our best deeds are never perfect.  Paul reminds us that “all have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God.”  The most godly person is still a sinner and stands in need of salvation.  Isaiah reminds us, “All our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy garment” (Isaiah 64:6). Cornelius is an example of the truth that no person is good 
enough to be saved on the basis of his goodness.  Cornelius and his household needed the blood of Christ.  So, do all 
men today. Therefore, Cornelius needed an evangelist to tell him what to do about his lost condition.  What must I do to 
be saved will be answered by Peter. 
 
It is late in the day but he sends three men to Joppa.  This is no small distance if you are walking.  It would require 
several hours.  But why send for anyone since the angel could have told him what to do?  Simply because Jesus gave the 
great commission to men, not to angels.  The purpose of the angel was to get the sinner connected to a preacher.  People 
are to tell other people how to be saved.  There is no doubt Peter was selected on this occasion to be the preacher 
because he had been given the keys of the kingdom which he opened to the Jews on Pentecost and now the it needed to 
be opened to the Gentiles.  Around noon the next day the men arrive and find Peter on the housetop of Simon’s house.  
He had been praying and suddenly became hungry and fell into a trance.  He saw a great sheet coming down, lowered by 
four corners and to his amazement he saw all kinds of “four-footed animals, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of 
the air.”  A voice spoke saying, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”  Peter objected.  He says he has never eaten anything that was 
unclean.  A second time a voice speaks. “What God has cleansed you must not call common.”  It seems the vision was 
repeated a third time. Peter is puzzled over the meaning of the vision.  Suddenly the three men sent by Cornelius arrive.  
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Peter is told to “go down and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.”  Peter learns of the reason why the 
men have come.  
 
But how does his vision tie in with the coming of these men?  He invites them to spend the night as no doubt they were 
very tired.  The next day Peter selects six men to accompany him to Caesarea.  The following day he arrives in Caesarea.  
Cornelius was already waiting for him along with his relatives and close friends. At first Cornelius fell down to worship 
Peter but Peter would not allow it.  He said, “Stand up; I too am just a man.”  Cornelius relates his vision to Peter.  He 
then says, “Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.”  What a 
wonderful audience Peter had to preach to.  Peter now understands the vision he had on the housetop.  He begins by 
saying “God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.”  Peter preaches to non-Jews (Gentiles).   
It is obvious that verses 36 through 43 give us only a condensed version of Peter’s sermon.  He began by outlining the 
life and works of Jesus.  He then went to the heart of the gospel as he spoke of the death and resurrection of Jesus.  He 
concludes that the apostles had been ordered to preach Jesus who had been spoken of by the prophets so that those who 
believe in him will receive remission of their sins. 
 
Suddenly the Holy Spirit falls upon those who had gathered in the home of Cornelius.  Peter along with his six Jewish 
witnesses are amazed that the Holy Spirit had been poured out upon these Gentiles so they could speak with tongues 
(languages) and exalt the name of God.  It was the same as what had taken place on Pentecost about four years earlier.  
However, the baptism of the Holy Spirit did not save Cornelius and his household.  Peter turns to the six Jewish men and 
asked, “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we?”  What 
more evidence could they ask for that God accepted the Gentile just as much as he did the Jew.  God had clearly 
announced He does not show partiality.  Peter is now convinced.  Thus, “He commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord. They are asked to remain over for a few days which was good in that they could receive further 
important teaching.  Later when Peter goes up to Jerusalem he is called on the carpet. “Those of the circumcision 
contended with him.”  Their charge was that he had gone to the uncircumcised and had eaten with them.” The great 
obstacle to accepting Gentiles into the church was a matter of fellowship.  They could be baptized but would not be 
allowed to sit beside them in worship or eat with them.  Peter rehearses the events that had occurred.  When he finished 
speaking we are told “When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, Then God has 
also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.” 

LESSON SIXTEEN 
Acts 11:19–30 

This lesson now centers on the city of Antioch a considerable distance away of Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.  Antioch 
of Syria was the third largest city in the world.  It was an ungodly city caught up in paganism.  It is said it was second to 
Corinth.  It will become the place where Paul begins his journeys into the western part of the Roman Empire.  We have 
already noted that the church began to spread far and wide as a result of Stephen’s death.  “So then those who were 
scattered because of the persecution that arose in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and 
Antioch.  However, in their preaching they focused only on the Jews “speaking the word to no one except the Hellenists 
Jews alone.”  By this time, the gospel had been preached to the Gentiles further south.  It began with the household of 
Cornelius and spread out to other Gentiles.  This changed things in Antioch.  A new congregation unlike any formed 
before takes shape.  It was predominantly Gentile, but also it had Jewish members.  Now Jews and Gentiles sat together, 
listened to the preaching of the gospel, prayed together and partook of the Lord’s Supper together.  Now for the first-
time Jews and Gentiles worshiped, worked and ate together as members of the same congregation.  There was no such 
thing as a Jewish congregation on one side of town and a Gentile congregation on the opposite side of town.  Thus, we 
see the beginning of the breaking down of the walls between Jew and Gentile. This was a giant and very significant step 
in the early church. 
 
News of this church reached the church in Jerusalem.  Earlier, when the apostles heard that the Samaritans had received 
the word they sent Peter and John.  This time they send Barnabas to Antioch.  We have met Barnabas earlier when he 
sold property and laid the amount he had received at the feet of the apostles.  He was a good man and a very generous 
man.  He must have been well known and respected in the Jerusalem church as they chose him to go and investigate 
what was taking place in Antioch.  Some have thought his mission was a result of disturbed Jewish Christians in 
Jerusalem.   
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However, after Peter’s reporting his experience at the house of Cornelius the brethren in Jerusalem were satisfied that 
the Holy Spirit’s coming on that household was proof enough that God had accepted the Gentiles just as much as the 
Jews.  We are told “they glorified God, saying, then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.”   
 
This is an example of a church reaching out in loving concern to see what help they might give a new church.  Barnabas 
would be a man with much experience and would be well suited to help and encourage this new church made up of both 
Jews and Gentiles.  Barnabas was born in Cyprus and no doubt was familiar with Antioch which was very close by thus 
he would be familiar with the territory.  Also, he was a Hellenistic Jew he would be sensitive to the problems that faced 
this new church in the middle of a pagan environment.  This is reflected in verse 23.  “When he came, and had seen the 
grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord.” 
 
Barnabas was greatly impressed.  But Antioch was also blessed because they now had in their presence Barnabas “a 
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith”.  No better compliment could be given to a man that he was a “good 
man.”  He is also full of the Holy Spirit which would confirm the things he preached.  The results were that “many 
people were added to the Lord.  The word “many” would indicate a large number of new Christians.  This may be the 
motivation for Barnabas going to seek for Saul who would be in the Tarsus area. The last time we saw Saul was when he 
was forced to leave Jerusalem and return to his home in Tarsus.  It has now been seven or more years since that event.  
He evidently labored in obscurity as nothing is said about those seven years.  It is possible he preached in areas beyond 
Tarsus even into some of the areas that he would later visit.  Some think that his reputation would have followed him 
and the Jews would not have favorably received him.  We can be sure that Saul did not just sit around.  When Barnabas 
went to "look for Saul" it would suggest he probably had some difficulty in finding him.  Barnabas knew that God had 
selected him specifically to go to the Gentiles.   As it turns out Barnabas and Saul made a good team as we are told, “and 
it came to pass that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught many people.” 
 
We learn that the disciples “were first called Christians in Antioch.”  This is what is called a transliterated Greek word.  
It has two parts, “Christ” and “ian.”  Christ means “the anointed one” and “ian”  signifies possession.  So literally it 
means “the property of the anointed one.” Paul said, “Or do you not know…. that you are not your own?  For you have 
been bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). Isaiah had prophesied “And the nations will be your righteousness, 
and all kings your glory; and you will be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord will designate” (62:2).  
Peter says, “Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.”   This is 
the only name God has given us to wear and what a privilege it is to wear it.  
 
Not only were Gentiles and Jews socializing and worshiping together but a situation arises for the Gentiles to show their 
love and concern for the Jews.  We are told that “prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch.”  Prophecy was one of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit given to Christians.  On Pentecost Peter announced that “your sons and your daughters will 
prophesy.”  They were official inspired spokesmen for God.  One of these prophets was Agabus.  He stood up before the 
church in Antioch and warned that there was going to a “great famine throughout all the world.” This is the first mention 
of prophets in the church.  Agabus was a well-known prophet.  We meet him again in Acts 21:10, 11.  He began to 
indicate by the Spirit that there would be a great famine all over the world.  “World”  refers to the inhabited world and 
specifically the Roman Empire.  Luke adds, “And this took place in the reign of Claudius.”  Secular history reveals that 
famines plagued many regions of the Roman Empire.    
 
We do not know for sure that Agabus came to Antioch to ask for their help with the coming famine.  He may have come 
primarily to give them warning.  Whatever his motivation was the response of the Christians in Antioch was immediate 
and demonstrated great love for the brethren in Jerusalem.  Immediately they determined to send relief.    Apparently, all 
the members at Antioch wanted to be a part of this aid to Jerusalem.  Their giving was based on “their ability.”  They 
send this relief to the elders at Jerusalem by Barnabas and Saul.  This is the first time in Acts that we read of elders.  The 
leadership in the church is now shifting from apostles to elders. This is a significant step forward in the organization of 
the church.  They in turn would see to it that distribution was made to those in need.  
 

LESSON SEVENTEEN 
Acts 12:1–24 

Chapter 12 begins, “Now about that time….”  “Time” refers to the end of the previous chapter where we find that the 
Antioch Christians “determined to send relief to the brethren in Jerusalem.”   
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Herod the King laid hands on some of the Christian in Jerusalem.  Since Saul’s conversion the church had enjoyed 
relative peace but that peace is about to be shattered.  This is the fourth persecution against the church reported in acts.  
It differs from the first three in that it was not instigated by the Sanhedrin but by King Herod.  This was Herod Agrippa 
the grandson of Herod the Great who had the babies killed In Bethlehem after the birth of Jesus.  At this point in time he 
was ruler over all of Palestine.  He like those before him had a palace at Caesarea and had come up to Jerusalem at the 
time of the Passover.  The Roman kings would usually come at the time when the Jews were observing special 
occasions.   
 
Herod focuses on the apostles.  His first act was to have James killed.  He was the brother of John and one of the inner 
circle of Jesus’ disciples.  Herod’s uncle, Herod Antipas, had given orders to have John the Baptist’s head cut off.  The 
present Herod did the same with James putting him to death by the sword.  This must have been very disturbing to the 
disciples.  This is the first time someone was successful in killing one of the Twelve.  Luke seems to use great restraint 
in recording this terrible event.  We are somewhat surprised that He used only seven words in the original text to tell of 
the execution of this apostle.  It is interesting that his death had been foretold by Jesus in the conversation Jesus had with 
the mother of James and John.  (See Matthew 20:22.)  While James is the first apostle to die John according to tradition 
would be the last to die. 
 
Herod saw that the execution of James pleased the Jews so he proceeds by taking Peter and having him placed in jail.  
Luke says that is was during the days of “Unleavened Bread.”  Since Peter had escaped before special care was taken 
this time to see to it that he would not be able to escape.  Herod waited until after the Passover to confront Peter.  So, 
Peter would remain in jail several days.  As someone has said Herod turned the jail into a maximum-security prison.  
Peter was placed in the inner prison, with three locked doors between himself and freedom.  Peter was placed under the 
care of four squads of soldiers.  A squad was four soldiers.  Thus, a total of 16 soldiers were assigned to keep Peter from 
escaping.  Each squad was assigned for a three-hour shift.  Furthermore, for extra precaution Peter was handcuffed to 
two soldiers, one on each side.  Then a third soldier in the squad stood guard outside the prison door to his cell while a 
fourth stood guard between the inner cell and the outer gate.  This would be in addition to the normal prison security.  
From a human perspective, it would be impossible for Peter to escape.   
 
You can imagine the emotions that were felt by all the disciples in Jerusalem.  They had just lost James and now Peter is 
imprisoned and in all likelihood, he will soon be executed. They no doubt had prayed for James and he was not spared.  
If God didn’t save James when they prayed for him, why should they pray for Peter?  Then was the delay.  They had 
been praying for Peter for probably at least seven days, but nothing happened.  How easy it would have been to give up. 
They did the only thing they knew to do and that was to keep on praying for Peter.  Luke tells us that “prayer for him 
was made to God without ceasing by the church.” However, unknown to those praying that night, while Peter was asleep 
between two soldiers suddenly the “angel of the Lord struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, “Arise 
quickly!”  Suddenly (miraculously) his chains fell from his arms.  It is amazing that Peter was fast asleep!  Could any of 
us have slept soundly being chained to two soldiers?  Can you imagine, the angel had to wake him up?  This shows the 
complete trust and assurance of Peter that God’s will would prevail regardless of what Herod had planned. 
 
The angel tell Peter to get up quickly, put his garments and sandals on and follow him. Peter groggy from sleep obeys 
the angel’s command and together they walk right past the guards. They come to the Iron Gate that opened onto the 
street. Peter is not sure it is real.  He thinks he is seeing a vision.  The gate opened by itself and Peter walks out into the 
street where the angel left him.  Peter now comes to himself.  He said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent 
His angel, and has delivered me out of the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.” 
 
Peter goes to the house of Mary the mother of John Mark.  Many had gathered there to pray for Peter. They probably 
had been praying for a long time.  We would like to know just what they ask God for in their prayers.  Peter knocks at 
the door and a girl named Rhoda came to answer.  When she sees Peter, and recognized his voice she did not open the 
door but for gladness ran in and announced that Peter was outside standing at the door.  They evidently thought that she 
had just imagined she saw Peter but she kept insisting he was outside.  They said it had to be an angel instead.  There is 
some humor in this story.  Peter was so sleepy it was hard to get him awake.  The little girl who saw him at the door did 
not open it but ran instead, leaving Peter outside.  The saints can’t believe her report. They said, “It is his angel.” Human 
nature can be humorous at times.   
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Peter still outside continues to knock at the door.  They may have been fearful to open the door as to who might be there.  
They do and to their complete amazement there stands Peter all alone.  They probably erupted into loud rejoicing.  He 
motions with his hand for them to keep silent, as they do not want to wake up the neighbors.  Peter then tells them how 
the Lord had made it possible for him to escape from the jail and its guards.  Yes, there was an angel, but the angel had 
done his work before Peter arrived at the door of Mary.  Was John Mark present that night?  What did this do for the 
faith of those saints? 
 
Peter tells them to go to James (the Lord’s brother) and to the brethren.  Obviously, there must have been groups 
meeting at different locations throughout the city that were praying for Peter.  He wants them to know he is safely is out 
of prison. When dawn appears can you imagine the shock that came over the guards when they discover they no longer 
have Peter chained and guarded by them.  We are told, “Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the 
soldiers about what had become of Peter.” No doubt word reached Herod quickly.   
 
He “examines the guards and commanded that they should be put to death.”  He was so sure he had succeeded in 
keeping Peter in prison.  What an embarrassment it must have been to this tyrant.  It is God who receives the glory.  We 
are told, “but the word of God grew and multiplied.”  This is the last major event in the life of Peter reported in Acts.  
Herod’s violent death is described in verses 20–23.  This ends the history of the early Church in Jerusalem (A.D. 30 to 
44).   Acts now focuses on Paul and his journeys.  


