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Short discussion questions from 1+2 Peter  
 

Lesson 1:  
‘A Living Hope’  

 
‘Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be 

yours in abundance. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy, he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until 
the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for 
a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness 

of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 

him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls. Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to 
come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the 

Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would 
follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that 
have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even 

angels long to look into these things.’ 1 Peter 1:1-12 
 

Discussion questions 
What is it like to be away from home and in trouble? 
 
A Chosen People 
1. What do the words ‘to God’s elect’ mean?  
Ephesians 1:3-8 ‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in his sight. In love, he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace’ 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:13+14 ‘But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because 
God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He 
called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
 
2. What is the work of each individual member of the Godhead in salvation? 
 
3. How would Peter’s opening words bring comfort and encouragement to persecuted Christians? 
 
An Imperishable Inheritance 
1. What does Peter mean by ‘a living hope’? What is the basis for this hope? 
 
2. How is the Christian’s inheritance described in 1 Peter 1:4? 
 
3. How important is our faith in receiving this inheritance?  
1 John. 5:4 ‘For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even 
our faith.’ 
 
4. These Christians were suffering persecution for their faith. What was to be their attitude toward these trials? 
 
5. What part does faith play in ‘seeing’ Christ?  
2 Corinthians 5:7 ‘For we live by faith, not by sight.’ 
 
6. What is the Christian’s ultimate goal? 
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A Diligent Search 
1. For what were the prophets searching as they made their prophecies? 
 
2. Who was the fulfilment of these prophecies designed to benefit? 
 
3. What do 1 Peter 1:10-12 teach concerning the inspiration of the Scriptures?  
 
How grateful are you for the living hope you have in Christ? 
 

Lesson 2:  
‘Be Holy Because I Am Holy’  

 
‘Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 

Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am 

holy.’ Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in 
reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from 
the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 
Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in 
God. Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love 

one another deeply, from the heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God. For, ‘All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of 
the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord endures forever.’ And this is the word that 

was preached to you.’ 1 Peter 1:13-25 
 

Discussion questions 
Think of the person that you most wish to be like. What qualities does this person have that makes you want to 
imitate them? 
 
A Disciplined Life 
1. What preparations are necessary to live a disciplined life? 1 Peter 1:13. 
 
2. What two imperatives does Peter give in 1 Peter 1:14+15? 
 
3. What is involved in being ‘holy’ ?  
Colossians 3:17 ‘And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.’ 
 
Matthew 5:48 ‘Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.’ 
 
1 John 3:3 ‘All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.’ 
 
Ephesians 5:1 ‘Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children.’ 
 
An Unequalled Redemption 
1. How will God ‘judge each man’s work’ and how do we live in anticipation of the judgment? 
 
2. With what was sinful mankind redeemed? 
 
3. When had God planned for the incarnation of Jesus?  
Ephesians 3:10+11 ‘His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 
 
The Power of God’s Word 
1. How is a person ‘purified’  and in what does this purification result?  
John 17:17 ‘Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.’  
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2. What is the relation of God’s word to being ‘born again’?  
James 1:18 ‘He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he 
created.’ 
 
1 Corinthians 4:15 ‘Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ 
Jesus I became your father through the gospel.’ 
 
3. How durable is man compared to the word of God? 1 Peter 1:24+25. 
 
Are you living a holy life for God? Are you grateful for your redemption? Do you meditate daily on His word? 
 

Lesson 3:  
‘The Living Stone’  

 
‘Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like new-born 

babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him—
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 

cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.’ Now to you who believe, this stone is 
precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,’ and, ‘A 

stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.’ They stumble because they disobey the 
message—which is also what they were destined for. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 

light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage 

war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.’ 1 Peter 2:1-12 

 
Discussion questions 

What is the cornerstone of a building designed to do? 
 
A Continual Spiritual Growth 
1. What kinds of sins are listed by Peter in 1 Peter 2:1?  
Colossians 3:1-10 ‘Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 
greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life 
you once lived. But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and 
filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and 
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.’ 
 
Matthew 15:18+19 ‘But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. For 
out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.’ 
 
2. What remedy for sin is suggested in 1 Peter 2:2?  
Acts 17:11 ‘Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the 
message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.’ 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 ‘Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed 
and who correctly handles the word of truth.’ 
 
Psalm 119:97 ‘Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long.’ 
 
2 Peter 3:18 ‘But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and forever! Amen.’ 
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Hebrews 4:12 ‘For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.’ 
 
3. Why is the study of God’s word so vital to spiritual growth?  
1 Corinthians 3:13 ‘Their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed 
with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work.’ 
 
Hebrews 5:11-14 ‘We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to 
understand. In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary 
truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is 
not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have 
trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.’ 
 
Christ, The Living Stone 
1. What is the building process described in 1 Peter 2:4+5?  
1 Corinthians 3:9 ‘For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.’ 
 
1 Corinthians 3:11 ‘For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.’ 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 ‘Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your 
midst?’ 
 
1 Timothy 3:15 ‘If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which 
is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.’ 
 
2. Why are the prophecies quoted in 1 Peter 2:6-8 important? 
 
3. What four reasons do Christians have for praising God in 1 Peter 2:9+10?  
Ephesians 2:11-18 ‘Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called ‘uncircumcised’ by 
those who call themselves ‘the circumcision’ (which is done in the body by human hands)—remember that at that 
time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 
promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed 
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His 
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile 
both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you 
who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one 
Spirit.’ 
 
4. How are Christians ‘aliens and strangers’ in this world?  
Philippians 3:20 ‘But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
 
Hebrews 11:16 ‘Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.’ 
 
5. What effect will our living the Christian life have on others?  
Matthew 5:16 ‘In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven.’ 
 
Are you proud to be a Christian? Do you crave the word of God daily? Do you feel special to God? Are you allowing 
others to see Jesus in your life? 
 

Lesson 4:  
‘Leaving You an Example’  

 
‘Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 
or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is 

God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. Live as free people, but do not 
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use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of 
believers, fear God, honour the emperor. Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only 
to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it is commendable if someone bears up 
under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a 
beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable 

before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow 
in his steps. ‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’ When they hurled their insults at him, he 
did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. ‘He 

himself bore our sins’ in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; ‘by his wounds 
you have been healed.’ For ‘you were like sheep going astray,’ but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls.’ 1 Peter 2:13-25 
 

Discussion questions 
Have you ever been punished for something you didn’t do? What was your reaction to that punishment? 
 
Obeying the Law 
1. Why does a Christian submit to the authority of the government?  
Romans 13:1-7 ‘Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God 
has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels against the 
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For 
rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one 
in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God’s servant for your 
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents 
of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 
because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities 
are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, 
pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honour, then honour.’ 
 
2. What is a government’s function or obligation? 
 
3. What is the desired result for the Christian’s obedience to the law? 
 
4. Discuss the six directives of 1 Peter 2:16+17. 
 
Commendable Suffering 
1. What is the slave’s ‘employee’s’ responsibility to his master ‘employer’? 
 
2. Why is it ‘commendable’ to undergo unjust suffering? 
 
3. Is there any virtue in deserving punishment? 
 
Christ, The Perfect Example 
1. How is Jesus described in 1 Peter 2:21+22? 
 
2. How did Jesus respond to suffering? 
 
3. What is the Christian’s responsibility in view of Christ’s sacrifice? 
 
How to you respond to suffering? Do you follow the example of Jesus? 
 

Lesson 5:  
‘Without A Word’ 

 
‘Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, 

they may be won over without words by the behaviour of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your 
lives. Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold 

jewellery or fine clothes. Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is of great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used 
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to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called 
him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. Husbands, in the same way be 
considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the 
gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love 
one another, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay 
evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For, ‘Whoever would love life 
and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. They must turn from evil 

and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are 
attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’ Who is going to harm you if you are 

eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. ‘Do not fear their threats; do not be 
frightened.’ But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 

you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, 
so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. For it is 

better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.’ 1 Peter 3:1-17 
 

Discussion questions 
In 2 Kings 17 we read of the fall of the Northern Kingdom, Israel. In outlining the sins of Israel and the attempts God 
had made to reclaim them, the scripture mentions Jeroboam, son of Nebat who had died some 120 years earlier.  
 
2 Kings 17:6-21 ‘In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and deported the Israelites to 
Assyria. He settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and in the towns of the Medes. All this took place 
because the Israelites had sinned against the LORD their God, who had brought them up out of Egypt from under the 
power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshiped other gods and followed the practices of the nations the LORD had 
driven out before them, as well as the practices that the kings of Israel had introduced. The Israelites secretly did 
things against the LORD their God that were not right. From watchtower to fortified city they built themselves high 
places in all their towns. They set up sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every spreading 
tree. At every high place, they burned incense, as the nations whom the LORD had driven out before them had done. 
They did wicked things that aroused the LORD’s anger. They worshiped idols, though the LORD had said, ‘You 
shall not do this.’ The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and seers: ‘Turn from your evil ways. 
Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I commanded your ancestors to obey and 
that I delivered to you through my servants the prophets.’ But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their 
ancestors, who did not trust in the LORD their God. They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with 
their ancestors and the statutes he had warned them to keep. They followed worthless idols and themselves became 
worthless. They imitated the nations around them although the LORD had ordered them, ‘Do not do as they do.’ 
They forsook all the commands of the LORD their God and made for themselves two idols cast in the shape of 
calves, and an Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry hosts, and they worshiped Baal. They sacrificed their 
sons and daughters in the fire. They practiced divination and sought omens and sold themselves to do evil in the eyes 
of the LORD, arousing his anger. So, the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them from his presence. 
Only the tribe of Judah was left, and even Judah did not keep the commands of the LORD their God. They followed 
the practices Israel had introduced. Therefore, the LORD rejected all the people of Israel; he afflicted them and gave 
them into the hands of plunderers, until he thrust them from his presence. When he tore Israel away from the house of 
David, they made Jeroboam son of Nebat their king. Jeroboam enticed Israel away from following the LORD and 
caused them to commit a great sin.’ 
 
What had Jeroboam to do with Israel’s fall? Have you ever known someone with far reaching influence? 
 
Husbands and Wives 1 Peter 3:1-7. 
1. How can godly conduct exert a positive influence on others even if they are not inclined to give heed to the 
Gospel? 
 
2. What is the purpose of careful grooming and jewellery from a physical standpoint? What is the spiritual application 
as regards to a gentle and quiet spirit? 
 
3. How can men, through their conduct, influence women toward righteousness? 
 
Christians and Brethren 1 Peter 3:8-12. 
1. Does this same principle of being a positive influence extend to relationships among Christians? 
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2. What does it mean to be a blessing to our brothers and sisters? 
 
3. What are some specific things Peter tells us we can do to be a blessing to our brethren? 
 
4. What is a result of being a blessing to our fellow Christians? 
 
Christians and the World 1 Peter 3:13-17. 
1. How does trying to be a positive influence among our brethren differ from trying to be a positive influence in the 
world? How is it the same? 
 
2. What does it mean to sanctify the Lord God in our hearts? 
 
3. How do we prepare ourselves to give a defence for the hope we have in Christ?  
Ezra 7:10 ‘For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its 
decrees and laws in Israel.’ 
 
4. What mindset should we have toward doing the right thing? 
 

Lesson 6:  
‘Since Christ Suffered For Us’  

 
‘For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the body but made alive in the Spirit. After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned 
spirits—to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was 
being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that 

now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves 
you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities 

and powers in submission to him. Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same 
attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly 
lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. For you have spent enough time in the past doing what 
pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They are 
surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. But they will have to 

give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is the reason the gospel was preached even 
to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to human standards in regard to the body, but live 

according to God in regard to the spirit.’ 1 Peter 3:18-4:6 
 

Discussion questions 
Is there anyone in your past who sacrificed for you? How do you feel about that person and their sacrifice? 
 
The Sacrifice of Christ 1 Peter 3:18-20. 
1. What four things does 1 Peter 3:18 tell us about Jesus’ sacrificial death?  
Hebrews 8:1-3 ‘Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the 
Lord, not by a mere human being. Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was 
necessary for this one also to have something to offer.’ 
 
Hebrews 9:11-14 ‘But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went through 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. 
He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his 
own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on 
those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from 
acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!’ 
 
Hebrews 9:23-28 ‘It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but 
the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with 
human hands that was only a copy of the true one he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 
Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every 
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year with blood that is not his own. Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the 
world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the 
sins of many and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for 
him.’ 
 
Romans 3:23-26 ‘For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 
shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the 
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.’ 
 
2. How did Christ, back in the days of Noah, preach to ‘spirits in prison’? How does God speak to us today?  
Hebrews 1:1+2 ‘In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 
made the universe.’ 
 
John 17:20 ‘My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message’. 
 
Ephesians 3:1-5 ‘For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—Surely you have 
heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me 
by revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into 
the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the 
Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets.’ 
 
Type and Antitype 1 Peter 3:21-22. 
1. What is antitype and what does it have to do with Noah’s Ark and baptism? 
 
2. What is the significance of baptism apart from the resurrection of Jesus? 
 
The Effect of Christ’s Sacrifice 1 Peter 4:1-6. 
1. In view of Christ’s suffering, what is asked of us?  
Romans 6:1-7 ‘What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are 
those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. For 
we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.’ 
 
Philippians 2:5-8 ‘In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!’ 
 
2. What does 1 Peter 4:3 say about redemption? 
 
3. How do worldly-minded people view Christians who are struggling to live according to the Spirit? 
 

Lesson 7:  
‘The End of All Things Is At Hand’. Part 1  

 
‘The end of all things is near. Therefore, be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. Above all, love each other 
deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of 
you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 

forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should 
do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on 
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you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer 
or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, 

but praise God that you bear that name. For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins 
with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And, ‘If it is hard for the righteous to 
be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?’ So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should 

commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.’ 1 Peter 4:7-19 
 

Discussion questions 
What is involved in preparing for a long trip? 
 
Our Conduct and Attitude Toward Others 1 Peter 4:7-11 
1. What is Peter referring to when he speaks of ‘the end of all things’? 
 
2. What effect will an appreciation for the fact that ‘the end of all things is at hand’ have on: 
a. Our general approach to life? 
b. Our prayer life? 
c. Our attitudes toward our brethren? 
d. Our attitude toward helping others? 
e. Our attitude toward and use of the gifts God has given us? 
f. Our speech? 
g. Our desire for recognition for what we do in God’s service? 
 
Our Attitude Toward Persecutions 1 Peter 4:12-19 
1. Should Christians expect persecution? 
 
2. What mindset can help us derive joy from suffering for Christ? 
 
3. Contrast suffering because of bad conduct and suffering ‘as a Christian’. 
 
4. How deep is to be our commitment to doing what is right? 
 

Lesson 8:  
‘The End of All Things Is At Hand’ Part 2.  

 
‘To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the 
glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you 
must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not 

lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves 

to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, ‘God opposes the proud 
but shows favour to the humble.’ Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you 
know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all 
grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and 
make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. With the help of Silas, whom I 
regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of 
God. Stand fast in it. She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son 

Mark. Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.’ 1 Peter 5:1-14 
 

Discussion questions 
Did the last lesson’s reminder that ‘the end of all things is at hand’ bear any fruit this past week? Why might it 
sometimes be difficult to live in constant anticipation of Christ’s coming? 
 
Leadership 1 Peter 5:1-4 
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1. What effect will an appreciation for the fact that ‘the end of all things is at hand’ have on how elders do their 
work? 
 
2. Discuss the characteristics and work of elders as they relate to the following words: 
a. Elder 
b. Shepherd 
c. Overseer 
 
3. To whom will elders give an account? 
 
Fellowship 1 Peter 5:5 
1. How are Christians to serve under the oversight of elders? 
 
2. Why might the ‘younger people’ have been especially singled out in this regard? 
 
Responsibilities and Rewards 1 Peter 5:6-14 
1. What responsibilities and attendant rewards are mentioned in 1 Peter 5:6-10? 
 
2. Compare and contrast 1 Peter 5:8 with John 4:23? 
John 4:23 ‘Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and 
in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.’ 
 

Lesson 9:  
‘An Entrance, Into the Everlasting Kingdom’ 

 
‘Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who through the righteousness of our God and Saviour 

Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge 
of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 

knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to 
godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, 

they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever 
does not have them is near-sighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins. Therefore, 
my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will 
never stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

So, I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you 
now have. I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will 

soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my 
departure you will always be able to remember these things. For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we 
told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received 
honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with 
him on the sacred mountain. We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do 
well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation 
of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they 

were carried along by the Holy Spirit.’ 2 Peter 1:1-21 
 

Discussion questions 
Have you ever received ‘free’ tickets to an event? How does it feel to have an ‘entrance supplied’ for you? Did you 
realize that somewhere somebody paid for those tickets? 
 
Introduction 2 Peter 1:1-4 
1. Who was ‘Simon Peter’ and to whom was He writing this epistle? 2 Peter 1:1. 
 
2. Has God given us everything we need for living life and producing godliness? What? 2 Peter 1:3. 
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3. Do the promises of 2 Peter 1:4 have any transforming properties concerning our lives as we live them here? What 
exactly? 
 
An Entrance Will Be Supplied 2 Peter 1:5-11 
1. What ‘reason’ is in the mind of Peter for ‘adding’ the items mentioned to your life? 2 Peter 1:5. 
 
2. What items should be added to our lives with great diligence? What is the significance of each one? What will 
happen if you do add these things to your life? 2 Peter 1:5-11. 
 
To Remind You 2 Peter 1:12-21 
1. Is it appropriate for ministers to remind folks of what they’ve already heard? Why? 2 Peter 1:12-15. 
 
2. Is it possible for ministers and teachers to be negligent in their preaching and teaching? How? What kind of 
damage could be done through neglect? 
 
3. Was Peter an eyewitness? Was he qualified to speak? Should we listen to him? 2 Peter 1:16-19. 
 
4. What is another reason given by Peter as to why we must obey the New Testament? 2 Peter 1:19-21. 
 

Lesson 10:  
‘There Will Be False Teachers Among You’ 

 
‘But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will 

secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift 
destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. In 
their greed, these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over 

them, and their destruction has not been sleeping. For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to 
hell, putting them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world when he 

brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; if he 
condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going 
to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved conduct of the 
lawless (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless 

deeds he saw and heard)—if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the 
unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment. This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of 

the flesh and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; yet even 
angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse on such beings when bringing judgment on 

them from the Lord. But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like unreasoning 
animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish. They will 
be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are 

blots and blemishes, revelling in their pleasures while they feast with you. With eyes, full of adultery, they never stop 
sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! They have left the straight way and 
wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness. But he was rebuked for 

his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—who spoke with a human voice and restrained the 
prophet’s madness. These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved 

for them. For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they entice 
people who are just escaping from those who live in error. They promise them freedom, while they themselves are 

slaves of depravity—for ‘people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.’ If they have escaped the corruption of the 
world by knowing our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse 

off at the end than they were at the beginning. It would have been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 
Of them the proverbs are true: ‘A dog returns to its vomit,’ and, ‘A sow that is washed returns to her wallowing in the 

mud.’ 2 Peter 2:1-22 
 

Discussion questions 
Is it possible that false teachers could endanger West Freeway? Is it possible that false teachers could endanger you? 
Is it possible to identify and address them? How? 
 
The Reality of False Teachers 2 Peter 2:1-3 
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1. Were there false prophets among the people in Old Testament times? Will there be false teachers among us? 2 
Peter 2:1 
 
2. What are false teachers and how can we recognise them? 
 
3. Are their ways destructive? How do they destroy people and churches? 2 Peter 2:2+3. 
 
The Judgment of False Teachers 2 Peter 2:4-14 
1. What three recognizable illustrations are used by Peter to show the certainty of God’s judgment upon the 
unrighteous and false prophets? 2 Peter 2:4-8. 
 
2. According to 2 Peter 2:9, what should be our conclusion and lifestyle after studying these three powerful 
illustrations? Should their potency make a decisive difference in us? 
 
3. How does Peter describe false teachers in 2 Peter 2:9-14? Should this challenge us? How? 
 
Forsaking the Right Way 2 Peter 2:15-22 
1. Is there a ‘right way’ and a ‘wrong way’? What is the ‘way of Balaam’? 2 Peter 2:15. 
 
2. Do false teachers provide anything valuable? 2 Peter 2:17-19. What do they have to look forward to? 
 
3. What happens to us if we buy in to their teaching and follow it? 2 Peter 2:20-22. 
 

Lesson 11:  
‘Not Willing That Any Should Perish’ 

 
‘Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to 

wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given 
by our Lord and Saviour through your apostles. Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will 

come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, ‘Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since 
our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.’ But they deliberately forget that long 
ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these waters 
also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved 

for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. But do not forget this one thing, dear 
friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.’ 2 Peter 3:1-9 

 
Discussion questions 

What do you think about firemen, paramedics and police men and women? Do you think it’s incredible the lengths 
they go to save someone’s life? If men and women can feel this way about saving someone, why is it hard to believe 
that God, who is superior to man, is unwilling that any person perish? 
 
1. According to 2 Peter 3:1-4, why did Peter write this epistle? 
 
2. Why do people need to be ‘stirred up’ and ‘reminded’? 2 Peter 3:1. Why is it important for us to remember the 
‘words’ spoken by the ‘prophets’ and ‘apostles’? 2 Peter 3:2-4. 
 
3. He seems to indicate the existence of complacency? Is this dangerous? In what way(s)? 
 
4. Is becoming accustomed to life as it appears every day a problem? What kind of problem? What then should be our 
fundamental approach to life? 
 
5. Do men have a tendency to wilfully forget crucial matters? 2 Peter 3:5. 
 
6. According to Peter, what three crucial matters were they forgetting? 2 Peter 3:5-7. 
 
7. What makes Peter so certain that ‘judgment’ is coming? 2 Peter 3:5+7. 
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8. Does God compute time as man does? 2 Peter 3:8. Is this a problem for man? Why? 
 
9. Does 2 Peter 3:9 insist that we take God at His word? 
 
10. What does 2 Peter 3:9 indicate about the love and patience of God, and the reality of His not having returned as of 
yet?  
1 Timothy 2:3+4 ‘This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth.’ 
 

Lesson 12:  
‘Grow in the Grace and Knowledge of Jesus’ 

 
‘But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed 
by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what 

kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and 
speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 
heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness 
dwells. So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless 
and at peace with him. Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote 
you with the wisdom that God gave him. He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. 
His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own destruction. Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard 
so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. But grow in the 

grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.’  
2 Peter 3:10-18 

 
Discussion questions 

Would it make a difference with you if you were to receive a warning about some impending danger? Tornado, 
Bridge Out, House on Fire, etc. 
 
1. What is the inescapable and sobering fact highlighted in 2 Peter 3:10? 
 
2. Is there a symbolic meaning in ‘a thief in the night’ regarding ‘The Day’? 2 Peter 3:10. What challenge is 
intended?  
Matthew 25:13 ‘Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.’ 
 
3. Considering the reality of a sudden end, how should we approach our current way of life? 2 Peter 3:11-14.  
Titus 2:11-14 ‘For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we 
wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is 
good.’ 
 
4. What would characterize us ‘people’ if we actually lived according to this way of thinking? 
 
5. Has God prepared something better than the here and now for us? 2 Peter 3:13. How can we confidently know 
this? Should this be a positive motivation for current living? Why? 
 
6. Some were suggesting that since the Lord had not returned already, then everything they believed was untrue. 
What attitude does Peter say should be in us? 2 Peter 3:15. 
 
7. Does Peter assign credibility to Paul and his writings? 2 Peter 3:15-16. In what way? Had Paul, through inspiration, 
written about these same things to people who thought the same way?  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 ‘Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, 
so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s word, 
we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. For the Lord, himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
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archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so, we will be with the 
Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.’ 
 
8. Do some people ‘twist’  the Scriptures? 2 Peter 3:16. Why? How?  
Galatians 1:6-9 ‘I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a 
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say 
again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!’ 
 
9. Instead of being ‘led away,’ what challenge and/or alternative does Peter put forward? 2 Peter 3:17-18. 
 

10. As he ends, what should our actions achieve regarding Jesus? 2 Peter 3:18.  

Ephesians 3:21 ‘To him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.’ 


