“Miraculously tongue tied and twisted.” (8)

The last time we were together we talked about mirasiges and wonders and we said that their purpose
was to confirm the message of God until the writterrd\@as available to everyone, so that we can all
grow up in our salvation and become mature. We also lsavptophecies were going to cease, tongues
were going to be stilled and supernatural knowledge was goipgss away. And Paul told uslin
Corinthians 13:13hat when all these gifts disappear, we will bewath 3 things, faith, hope and lovBut
what | want to do today is continue the theme of neiaand see if we can understand what is going on in
the world around us today, especially when it comes tgepteday miracles and tongue speaking.

| heard a story about a woman who had so many thingsvémtwrong in her life that she thought she was
a complete loser. So she started seeing a psychadiogisirk on improving her self-image. One morning
she rushed into her psychologist’s room shoutifg, not a loser anymore, Doc. | just dropped my English
muffin on the kitchen floor. Look, it landed butter sigi@” The doctor carefully examined the evidence and
then with a sigh handed it backandra,”he said gently;you buttered the wrong side.”

And the point is many people today will believe anything jadte a part of something that makes ttieat
good about themselves without carefully examining théesge for themselves. You see for some churches
theyfeelthe need for an attraction to get people into theirahukn attraction, which appeals to everyone,
both young and old.

Some use musical instruments to attract the young ane ssenmind games to attract others in. And | use
the words'mind games’with caution because people don't like to be told thheybaing deceived by
powerful illusions. After all according to them, thegve witnessed the miraculous, they themselves have
been healed by divine healing.

Now divine healing is very popular today in the world thatlwe in and the reason it's popular is because
nobody wants to be sick, nobody wants to suffer angst of any sort. And so to a degree | can understand
why people would want to go to the&ath healers’for help. But the Bible tells us that the so callédine
healing’of now a days has improper motives because we are supgpasatlre hardships to prepare us for
eternity.

Paul tell us irPhilippians 1:29 “For it has been granted to you on beli&@hast not only to believe on

him, but also to suffefor him.” When Paul writes to Timothy he tells himZanTimothy 2:1-3 “You then,

my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Je&sus the things you have heard me say in the presence
of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who wibh &le qualified to teach others. Endure hardship with us
like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”

In other words if you want to grow in Christ-likenegsu need to walk like Christ walked. You need to talk
like Christ talked. You need to pray like Christ prayed, lmut §so need to suffer like Christ suffered. Jesus
never promised that being a Christian was going to leelabroses. He never once sédidyu become a
Christian and you will never get sick again in your life.”

But Jesus did say ilohn 16:33 “l have told you these things, so that in me yguhanze peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have owene the world.In other words, He said that we
would have trouble, whether that’s persecution, whetlaisthealth problems or a fatal illness but He also
said,“Take heart! | have overcome the world.”

And so what He is saying is thi$,know you are going to suffer because you want to folfog/but | won't
let you suffer alone, | won'’t let you go through thatekss alone.He says;| understand when the doctor
says you have MS but you need to understand that | wihigaigh all the suffering with youHe says;
understand when you find out you have a brain tumour but ged to understand that | will go through all
the pain and anguish with you.”

| heard about a famous television faith healer in Ac@ewho got a request to heal a young boy who was
diagnosed with cancer. He said he would gladly do it dnhe family believed and was willing to pay a
contribution. The young boy’s parents re-mortgaged timise and gave that man thousands of dollars.
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A few weeks later he did whatever it was that he doé®al the young man and left it like that. Sadly two
days after the so-callédivine healing, the young boy died and his parents were left bankrujety Wnote
back to this man asking if they could get their money baclalse obviously the healing didn’t work. He
told them,“It was nothing to do with my faith, it was obviouslgy and your son who didn’t have enough
faith, that’s why the healing didn’t workThat little boy’s parents never received one cent frack that
man.

Now as strange as that seems, there are many peopleiathe world making these faith healers very rich
because people are desperhtaien heard of one religious group who literally begb@ng boy up because
they claimed he was demon possessed and they said theegnveng out theéevil spirit’.

Now | would like you to show me one example of Jesudisdisciples beating someone up to drive out a
demon in Scripture. But my point is this, people are despéahelp and so they think they are turning to
God but really they are being conned by people who are hidimgdbthe name of Christian.

Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lovdll enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Maill/say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demongaf@m many miracles?’ Then | will tell
them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, youldoers!”

Now Jesus has just told us that there are people indHd who will prophesy in Jesus name, they will
drive our demons and perform miracles in His name. Busaitethey would have no part in the kingdom of
God because He doesn’'t know them.

And the reason He doesn’t know them is because theyaing the will of the Father, all they do is talk
about their gifts, but their lives don'’t reflect the lk&ts will. And what is the Father’s willPor us all to

grow into the likeness of the Christ and suffer like @hrist suffered. Now you might séyell it's not

fair that my 3 month old child died of meningitis, it's dair that my wife died of crone’s disease when she
was only 35 years old.”

1 Peter 2:19-21 “For it is commendable if a man bears up timel@ain of unjust sufferingecause he is
conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if yooe®we a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if
you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is comdaele before God. To this you were called,
because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an examgeytu should follow in his steps.”

You see, | know and completely understand that somethiagpgen is life which totally crush us. But | also
know that suffering is part of what it means to be a @ansSuffering is a part of life for everyone not just
for Christians and the reason people suffer is becaese is still sin in the world. Because it is sinttha
causes disease and death, its sin that causes siekigedlaess. And as Christians we are sinless in God’s
eyes, but we are still living in a stinking sinful world.

After all was it fair that a totally sinless man be crucifiedaacross? Was it fair that God should come to
earth in the form of Jesus and take the place wheyeyonland | deserved to gd! But I'll tell you what

is fair, it’s God giving us the reward we truly deserve dnad's to go to the place reserved for the devil and
his angels.

And that brings me to my next poiritpd isn’t the only one who is working in the world todésom the
minute we become a Christian we become an enemy amh &atl very quickly we enter spiritual warfare.
Now | know a lot of Christians who don't like to talk@ut spiritual things but the minute you were
baptised, you are Christand you can’t get any more spiritual than that. But mgitps this, all Christians
are at war with the one the Bible cali§he ruler of the kingdom of the air.”

Ephesians 2:1+2 “As for you, you were dead in your transgresaind sins, in which you used to live when
you followed the ways of this world and of the rulertwd kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work
in those who are disobedient.”

Loved ones, you need to understand this morning that Sataryiseal, he is alive and working today, just
as much as you and | are alive and here today.
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He is real and powerful and he is the master whemiiesao deceiving people, after all he’s had just over
6000 years of practic&enesis 3:13 “Then the Lord God said to the woman, “Wiidiis you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

And please don't think he isn’t deceiving people today, don’ktfonone moment he doesn’t know the will
of God. He probably knows the Scriptures better thadaydie tried to tempt and deceive Jesus in the
desert by taking Scriptures out of context. But Jesugerkpl saying what every true follower of Christ
should reply withwhat does God say? What is my Father’s vBétause the devil will deceive us into
thinking we don’t need God, we don’t have to be obediewe don’t know our Scriptures that well.

Why do you think according to the world’s religion thare many roads to heaven? Why do people think,
“Well, | go to a church where we have a 900 membershipwvenglet signs and perform miracles every week
and so we are definitely going to be s&¥e¥lou see the devil has always been busy and he has cashvince
many people that they are safe from God’s wrath. ldedbaeived many people into thinking they already
have the right relationship with God. He deceives peoplisplaying all kinds of counterfeit miracles,
signs and wonders.

Paul tells us ir2 Thessalonians 2:9+10 “The coming of the lawless onébiih accordance with the work
of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit mirackgns and wonders, and in every sort of evil that
deceives those who are perishing. They perish becauseethegd to love the truth and so be saved.”

Now if something is counterfeit it means, it may loséund, feel or even taste like the real thing but it’s
not. The UK has a major problem with counterfeit goods whiehb&ing sold as legitimate goods,
everything from alcohol to clothing, but when you know wisabok for you will quickly see that it’s all
fake.

Just before Jesus died and He was prophesying what was gdiagpen to the temple and Jerusalem in
AD 70, He predicted that many false people were going to ceméells us iflark 13:22 “For false
Christ’'s and false prophets will appear and perform sagnasmiracles to deceive the elect--if that were
possible.”In other words the devil is working through these peoplevinoimg them that they are actually
working for God.

Now loved ones, | believe that there are a lot of @dists in the world today but | also believe thatré are
some who can perform some kind of counterfeit miratday. I’'m not denying the miraculous but what |
am questioning is thisyho is the one behind these miracles, are they of dovilgen, whose authority is
being used?

1 Timothy 4:1+2 “The Spirit clearly says that in latenes some will abandon the faith and follow
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachingstbmugh hypocritical liars, whose
consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.”

Now Paul says that people will be deceived, true Chrstst be deceived and end up falling away from
the faith. And the reason for that is, that theydmtvgot a firm understanding of the Bible and just like
Satan done with Jesus, these hypocritical liars hawtegvthe Scriptures and done exactly what Satan
wants everyone do to. He wants the true worshippers dt&abandon their faith.

Now will Satan do good things to get people away from G@E? | believe he will and | believe he still
does today. You see Satan is twisted and his goal isggatofrom doing the will of God, so that he can
have more company for himself in eternity. He askediiee garden itsenesis 3:1, “Did God really say,
‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

And he asks you and | todayid God really say, we must worship Him in spirit and hf2itHe asks us
today,"Did God really say, that there are wolves in sheephahg, people who are impostors and wear the
name Christian?”

2 Timothy 3:12+13 “In fact, everyone who wants to live a gaitd in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, déog and being deceived.”
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Have you ever wondered how some people can believetidhabelieveWell, Paul has just told us how
that is possible, He says that the people who are daendetteiving are also being deceivBdt who's
doing the deceivingPhe devil himself, He’s the one behind all the false doestin

He’s the one who wants the world’s religions to thin&t they are all saved no matter they do and believe.
He’s the one who gives people a so-called new revel@tom God, He’s the one behind these modern day
so called miracles, that what Paul told us back irhessalonians 2:9+18nd so we can look at what'’s
happening in charismatic world today with all their soezhliiracles, signs and wonders but we shouldn’t
be surprised because the Bible told us this was going to happen.

Now remember, a miracle was performed to authentibateivine message. The miracle gave the divine
stamp of approval on the message, and then the horst heuld give full consideration to the divine
message. But it was the message that created astenishmthe honest hearer to the extent that they
believe.Romans 10:17 “Faith comes from hearing the message, antksage is heard through the word
of Christ.” People saw the miracle and then they were convictddtiagt message that followed.

Loved ones, the devil is still active today. Jesuslfatabunded him at Calvary and he’s restricted in what
he can do but he can still do what he does best, dgueoge. | have been asked to go along to some of
these meetings where they claim to have gifts frord that can heal people of their ailments. And | akvay
say to themigive me a shout when you can raise someone from t#, eeho has been dead for 4 days’

We've all know people who are seriously ill, we albknpeople who are having to spend the rest of their
lives in wheelchairs and we would love nothing bettertient to be completely healed. But if these people
claim they can make the deaf hear and the blind see alth®cripple walkvhy don't they go into the
hospitals and save tié¢HS a fortune in treatment costs?

I'll tell you why, they are fake, they are counteedind when you scrape away all the showmanship you
will discover it’s all about money. You can go to angtfdnealing service but you better take some cash
with you because that is what it’s really about.

| remember a couple of years ago there was an appéébiéands Todaybut this was not an ordinary
appeal. A group of people got together and said that they \yoxdd5000to any who could perform a
genuine healing. They said they would supply the personthethilment and have documentation from the
doctors to prove their ailments but not one singleqgreceame forward.

Now loved ones | know that this may sound a bit harshhaue are people dying because they put their
faith in these people. People go with ailments, tdd/tare healed, they stop taking medication and tleey di

AudreyReynolds a25 year-oldgirl from Claphamin Londonsuffered from epilepsy and went along to a
faith healing service and she was told she was healdigl, g8 drowned in her bath a few weeks later after
abandoning her epilepsy medication, believing she wasdhehkeverything. One young girl arouégears
old named\ataliahad cancer in the bones and in her blood and she was sdiydessgled by a famous TV
faith healer in the US but sadly she died a few wésgks.

Now those are true stories which are well documented simared them with you because people are dying
because of the claims of these people. But innocentbéltel/ing people still believe and go along to these
peoplewhy?Well simply because people are so desperate either healed or for their loves ones to be
healed and they will pay any price for that to happem éveir own lives. Now the bad news is that the
Bible does not give specific instructions on how to recgoounterfeit miracles.

But we can look at the evidendeyw do these miracles compare to the miracles wenfitidn the Bible?
Was this person really suffering from an ailment infitst place? Six months later are they still healedl an
is there proof from their doctor?

The good news is that the Bible does, however, give spatdfiructions on how to recognize counterfeit
messengers. Now I'm not going to go into all of tharhlbwill quote Matthew 7:16which tells us thatYou
will recognize them by their fruits.”
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Now loved ones whenever you start to question the authgmif the miracle you will very quickly realise
they end up miraculously tongue tied and twisted.

Which brings me to my next poiritje gift of speaking in tongues is so misunderstood tre&at ¢hose who
claim to have this gift don’t understand what they ayengaPlease turn your Bibles tacts 2.

| heard a story abo@. K. Chestertoand several other literary figures who were asked oeeiry what
book they would prefer to have with them if they wetranded on a desert isle. One writer said without
hesitation,"The complete works of Shakespearariother said;1'd choose the Bible.They turned to
Chesterton and askétHow about you?’And Chesterton repliedl would choose Thomas’s Guide to
Practical Ship Building.”

And the point is when it comes to choice, some peoplé& damt the Bible, they just want the practicalities
of it. Now when we were together the last time wekspabout miraculous signs and wonders and we said
that their purpose was to authenticate the messageh whiat with it. But what | want today is approach
the subject of tongue speaking and ask the questiwat, was speaking in tongues?

Acts 2:1-4 “When the day of Pentecost came, they wietegether in one place. Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filledwhle house where they were sitting. They saw
what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated andtcaest on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongseba Spirit enabled them.”

Now the Greek word faiongueis the wordglossa (glows -sahwhich means a language, a language not
naturally acquired. And so here we find thasus’ disciplewere filled the Holy Spirit and it was Him who
enabled them to speak in tongues. But we need to do wigatoal|Bible students should do and that's read
on.

Acts 2:5-11 “Now there were staying in Jerusalem God#galews from every nation under heaven. When
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewiklgrrhecause each one heard them speaking in his
own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not aletheen who are speaking Galileans? Then how is
it that each of us hears them in his own native languBgethians, Medes and Elamites; residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Pmgdtamphylia, Egypt and the parts of

Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews amwerts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs--we hear
them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”

Loved ones that is your answer to what tongue speakingteragie speaking was the ability to speak a
foreign language, whether it was Parthianish, Judeanishjshoot Birminghamish. Now you might be
thinking to your selfwvell, what is so miraculous about this g¥ll, the miracle was that these men were
not able to speak any of these langudgsdsrethat time. And what caused amazement in the Jewshats
not oneof these men had evetudiedthe language of the Elamites or the Medes etc, andithisnabled

the Gospel to be preached all over the world. And thguespeaking af Corinthians 14vas the same, it
was a known language.

In the world today there are many who claim to havegiftidut they don’t have a clue what they are
saying. | remember asking one person who claimed to havgift, why do you speak in a language, which
sounds like gobbly-gook? He told me that he spoke like thdtat,“the devil couldn’t interpret his prayer
to God.”He said,’It was like a secret code that the devil couldn’t woruit.”

Now that amazes me because the first thing I thouglveef'Well, maybe our God isn't all that powerful
after all.” Because if you follow that kind of thinking right throughioesn't fit in with the God that we all
know and love. Your telling me that the God who spoketicreanto existence, the God who can walk on
water and raise people from the dead, the God who cathieesitk and feed the multitudes. You're telling
me that our all-powerful, all knowing God can do all thiksegs.

But He says to us todayListen loved ones, I'm sorry, | can do all these offengs but | need you to speak
to me in a secret code just in case the devil gets to ki@w I'm up to.”God says insaiah 1:18 “Come
now, let us reason together.”
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Loved ones don't be fooled; no one today has the Nestament gift of tongue speaking. You see, in the
New Testament no one ever questioned the authentidilypgue speakingyhy? Because the speaker
spoke &nown languagewhichcould be understooly those whanew the languagéBut those who were
listeningknewthat the speaker hambt studiedhatlanguagebefore.

You see, tongue speaking wasignto theunbelieversaand so was to be donethreir presence to convince
themof the truth.1 Corinthians 14:22 “Tongues, then, are a sign, not fieaes but for unbelieversAnd
how was it a sign to the unbelievetsWas sign because the one listening would be amazbd &dspel
being preached in their own language. It would be like mepts®an going to Zimbabwe today and
preaching the Gospel in Shauna. It would be like Ernestaadidm, going to Scotland and preaching a
sermon in Scottish.

And it never ceases to amaze me when people sayainae yot a real Christian until you can speak in
tongues. Really, then that would mean that half thecthir Corinth weren't real Christians because Paul
asks the question ih Corinthians 12:30 “Do all have gifts of healing? Do péak in tongues? Do all
interpret?”And so the answer to that questioMNiS, not everyoneould speak in tongues, andt everyone
had the gift of interpretation.

Others had the gift of interpreting what was being satdmgues, in other wordsanslating the words into
another languageso that a visitor or unbeliever could understand whatheeg said irtheir own
language

1 Corinthians 14:6-9 “Now, brothers, if | come to you and sjreédngues, what good will | be to you,

unless | bring you some revelation or knowledge or propbeayord of instruction? Even in the case of
lifeless things that make sounds, such as the flute pr haw will anyone know what tune is being played
unless there is a distinction in the notes? Agairmefttumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready
for battle? So it is with you. Unless you speak intédlgywords with your tongue, how will anyone know
what you are saying? You will just be speaking into thé air

Paul is askingwhat'’s the use of having and using the gift of tonguesy dmes knew what you were
saying? How are you going to convince an unbeliever witlGitepel of Christ if they don’t understand the
language you’re using?

Because Paul goes on to sayt i@orinthians 14:26-28 “What then shall we say, brothers@rivyou come
together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instrucéioayelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of
these must be done for the strengthening of the chiirmhyone speaks in a tongue, two--or at the most
three--should speak, one at a time, and someone mexgirgtt If there is no interpreter, the speaker should
keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God.”

Paul is saying that unless you had someone present ingogiregation who can translate what is being
said into a language a visitor can understand, then youdstiolé speaking in tongues at afhy? Simply
because the visitor wouldn't have a clue what you wabiling on about.

And if you have ever been to one of these meetingsenthey say they are speaking in tongues, you will
see people waving around and babbling, and they say that th&piat is taking over their bodies. Well,
according tal Corinthians 14:32 “The spirits of prophets are subject toadh&ol of prophets.You see the
holder of the miraculous gift could control himselie tHoly Spiritdid not overwhelnthem so that they
began to babble or flail about like many claim happensdmttoday.

Loved ones, don't deceived by those who are tongue-tiednasteéd, those who twist the Bible to suits their
needs. Don't be fooled by those who claim they camacuiously heal our ailments, we're supposed to
endure suffering to prepare us for eternity, its part ef lif

James tells us idlames 1:2-4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whengyerface trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith develogeperance. Perseverance must finish its work so
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”



7

The devil is just as busy as he has ever been, busy pigeidunterfeit miracles, signs and wonders in the
world today, busy giving people a religion that suitsrtheeds. The next time were together were going to
look at the subject of Holy Spirit baptism and see ifoar understand who that was for and why.



