“Miracles for sale” (7)

There was a young Indian who was hunting on the msweéhen he came across a wise old teacher.
“How can | find God”?The young Indian asked:ll show you,” said the teacheflf you'll come down to

the river with me,”so together they went. When they got to the waters dugeyise old man took the
young Indian by the hand and led him into the deepest pine oiver. Then he deliberately dunked the
young Indian under the water. Despite the young Indiekirlg and punching, the wise old man held his
head under the water for a full minute. When he finalliywed the young Indian to stand upright. He said,
“Young man, when you want to find God as much as you wamgasathen, you will find Him no
problem.”

And the point is, many people today don’t want to makeediayt to find God, many people today are like
the Pharisees of old, they just look for signs. Yaj e are living in times where people claim the
miracles, signhs and wonders we find recorded in the Ritdestill happening today.

And so what | want to do today is begin by asking youhadl questiondo you believe in the miraculous
events written within the Scripture¥®u see some people don't believe in miracles and satithéy
explain away the miracle by suggesting it was some nétuca of nature which took place. But do you
believe in the miraculous events, which we find recomiglain the Bible?

For exampledo you believe that God opened up the river Jordan séithaieople could walk through on
dry land to get to His promised land? Do you believe tbsiis) walked on water? Let me ask you what was
thefirst recorded miracle in the Bibl&bu might say it was during the time of Moses when Gedd His
people from the Egyptian¥.ou might even say well it was Abraham’s wife, Sandio became pregnant at
an old age.

But let me share with you thigst recorded miraclén the Bible, it happened during a time when there was
nothing, there was no time, no people, and no eartHindehe first recording of a miracle {Benesis 1:1
where it says;In the beginning God created the heavens and the eXiab.See the evolutionist will say
that the earth was formed accidentally from what dadl/ The big bang theoryand so we all just evolved
into humans and we are all just accidents. Babesis 1:5ays, thatGod created the heavens and the
earth”and soGenesidells us that creation was a miracle.

And when God created man, the Bible saySa@mesis 2:7 “The lord God formed the man from the dust of
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breatlfieofand the man became a living beinGdd made
man from dust, He breathed the breath of lives intarthe, and s&enesidells us that’s a miracle. But my
point is this, if you believe in theenesisaaccount of creation, you shouldn’t have any troublesbilg the
rest of the miracles recorded within the Bible.

Do you know what amazes m@hen Christians say to mi@/ell, I'm just not sure if Jesus really did raise
Lazarus from the dead.” “I'm not sure if Jesus actuathtdrn that water into wine.lt amazes me because
as Christians we have a supernatural God who can comhhandyere be light"and there was light. We
have a supernatural God who can sagf there be lights in the expanse of the sky fuasate the day from
the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seaswongays and years, and let them be lights in the
expanse of the sky to give light on the earind it was so.

And yet there are other Christians who sayell | believe He created everything but | just carétibve our
God could stop the sun in its tracks for a d&ygll, why can’t the One who created the water be able to
walk on it? Why can’'t the One who gives life be abl¢ake it back? Why shouldn’t the One who created
the sun be able to stop it, to help the Israelites wiai®@You see it's not a matter of the believing in the
miraculous loved ones, it's a matter of faith in @we who is able to do the miraculous.

Which brings me to my next questiomhat was the purpose of miracles, signs and wonders?
It is said that one of the most beautiful birds ong&aeh today is thpeacock And what he does when he is

ready to mate with the female, he opens up all his éesstind displays all the beautiful colours on his
feathers. Now why does he do th&¥@ll, he’s trying to get the females attention.
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And that was one of the reasons why God performed mga@od was trying to get people’s attention.
Remember when Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh tarteto let His people go?

In Exodus 7:10-1& says,‘Aaron threw his staff down in front of Pharaoh and difficials, and it became a
snake. Pharaoh then summoned wise men and sorcekthedbgyptian magicians also did the same
things by their secret arts: Each one threw down ki a&nd it became a snake. But Aaron’s staff
swallowed up their staffs.”

Now notice Pharaoh wasn'’t all that impressed with MasesAaron and so he didn’t pay much attention to
the miracle but when Aaron’s staff swallowed Pharaafégjician’s staffs, they should have noticed and
paid attention. But because of Pharaoh’s stubborn heaignbred that sign at his own cost and so God
went ahead and preformed other miracles.

Now what was the point of all of therli®ell you see, the Egyptians loved their gods, in fact tiae/a god
for almost anything that breathed or moved. They thoughlile was a god, but God turned the Nile into
blood, they thought that frogs, gnats, flies, were godsy Wueshipped all kinds of livestock, they had gods
for the weather, the sun and the moon so on. But nm¢ @othis, God was showing them that He was
greater than all their so-called gods and Pharaoh neetisttoto Him.

You see a miracle was undeniable, it was divine proof bieasupernatural had occurred. And when God
performed miracles, signs and wonders through anyone e ctiey were performed to prove to the
people that thenessagewhich went along with the miracle, was from God Haths

You see the miracles were supposed to be a sign, goethaie would pay attention and then believe the
message. lEkxodus 4:8he Lord said to MoseSf they do not believe you or pay attention to thetfir
miraculous sign, they may believe the secoBuit Pharaoh didn’t believe and it got to the point weher
Jannes and Jambres who were Pharaoh’s magimatdn’t match Moses’ God anymore.

Now let’s fast-forward a few years to the time ofulew/hy did Jesus perform miracles, signs and wonders?
John tells us idohn 20:30+31 “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in teerue of his disciples,

which are not recorded in this book. But these are writiat you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life imaisie.”Jesus performed miracles not just for the
benefit of the people who were being healed but to biwogietheir faith.

Remember when Jesus was about to raise Lazarus ba@tieBus said idohn 11:41+42 “Father, | thank
you that you have heard me. | knew that you always heabut | said this for the benefit of the people
standing here, that they may believe that you serit Heperformed miracles to show as a sign that He was
the Christ, He was the promised Messiah, He was Gtietiflesh, He is the Truth and His words were sure
and trustworthy.

That's why after Jesus ascended to heaven, Peter saitsi2: 22 “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of
Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miragtasjers and signs, which God did among you
through him, as you yourselves know.”

That’s why the Hebrew writer sayshiebrews 2:3+4 “How shall we escape if we ignore sucleatgr
salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by t¢ind, was confirmed to us by those who heard
him. God also testified to it by signs, wonders and vanouacles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.”

The miracles performed by Jesus were supposed to be t@ signpeople that He was God and His message
was true. That's what the miracles of the New Testarwere designed to do, they served for the divine
purpose of confirmation.

Thesecond reasofor miracles, signs and wonders was for the divine perpbbacking up the message.
Mark tells us inMark 16:20 “Then the disciples went out and preached eveney and the Lord worked
with them and confirmetis word by the signs that accompanied it.”
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And again when Peter and John were before the Sanhegfindvthem praying to God and they said in

Acts 4:29+30 “Now, Lord, consider their threats and enahle gervants to speak your word with great
boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perforacoiwus signs and wonders through the name of your
holy servant Jesus.”

Why did they ask to be able to perform, miraculous sigdsrondersTo prove that there message was
legitimate, the miracles were performed to back up thesageHow do you know what someone is
preaching or teaching you is true or not?

You would be like the Bereans Actts 17:11and read the Bible for yourself, but remember during New
Testament times they never had the written Word likhewe today. They didn’t have the Bible readily
available like we have today because it wasn’t writen Yhey couldn’t check out their Bibles like we do
today to see if someone has taken something out obtantpreaching something false.

Because that’s what all the miracles, signs and wanaere building up too. They were building up to the
complete, revealed Word of God in the form of the Bible

| heard a story about a man nandetin KennedyHe was campaigning for PresidentlB6Q and he visited
aWest Virginiacoal mine. One of the workers there confronted himsamt“l hear you're the son of one
of the wealthiest men in the country. Is that riglgtd Kennedy saidit was”. The miner said;l heard you
got everything you ever wanted. Is that truk@hnedy said;Pretty much so.The miner asked]s it true
you've never done a day's work with your hands in youreelife?” Kennedy said;lt was true”. The miner
said,“Let me tell you this, you haven't missed a thing.”

And the point is you couldn’t listen to the preached Wdr@ad and miss the miracles. You couldn’t miss a
miracle without hearing God’s Word being preached and thatause there’s always a link between the
miraculous and the preached word.

Acts 14:1-3 “At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usuath@&dewish synagogue. There they spoke so
effectively that a great number of Jews and Genbiddieved. But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up
the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brotherBaul and Barnabas spent considerable time
there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed tiessage of his grace by enabling them to do
miraculous signs and wonders.”

Again notice how the message was confirmed when God ehtdideapostles to do the miraculous signs and
wonders. Paul said iRomans 15:18+19 “I will not venture to speak of anything except ®hrist has
accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to olmel/l§y what | have said and done--by the power
of signs and miracles, through the power of the S@dtfrom Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, |
have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ.”

You see the miracles of the New Testament legitidhibe teaching of God’s messengers as over against the
many false teachers that attempted to fool people. Liikkersin Acts 8.Here is a man called Simon, who

was a sorcerer, he was well respected and claimed ¢odnaae power but he didn’t. So he went on and
became a Christian and followed Philip, but he didn'obee a Christian for the right reasoAsfs 8:13

says, “Simon himself believed and was baptized. And llenfed Philip everywhere, astonished by the

great signs and miracles he saw.”

Here was a man who became a Christian because hedvwheatsupernatural powers the apostles had but he
wanted the power much more than he wanted Chrisacinhie was even willing to pay for that ability.
Because Peter tells SimonAwats 8:20+21 “May your money perish with you, because youghbyou

could buy the gift of God with money! You have no parthare in this ministry, because your heart is not
right before God.”

Simon thought these miraculous gifts were for salénty point is this, many people went around
performing miracles and preaching all kinds of things to anydmewould listen to them and so they would
follow them. But when God performed a miracle throughpisple you had absolutely no doubt that a real
miracle had been performed and so you could trust the metbsdgeas being preached.
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You knew this wasn’t a natural event, which had occurredad supernatural. You weren't left thinking,
“Well, how did they do that?They knew that God was the One who enabled theseargarform these
miracles.

That’s why when Nicodemus approached Jesus during the migdatithto Him inJohn 3:2 “Rabbi, we
know you are a teacher who has come from God. Fonaeaould perform the miraculous signs you are
doing if God were not with him.Nicodemus knew that God was with Jesus, becausewlasrao other
explanation for the miracles Jesus performed. Pea@e khat God had to be with the apostles, because
there was no other explanation for the miracles.

My 3" pointis this, miracles served their purpose to prove that Geowith the ones proclaiming His
message, and also they sert@deveal His will for mankindYou see every time there was a miracle,
people weren't just astonished at the miracle, God waslieg more and more of His nature to mankind.

When He created the universe and everything in it, He ghow¢hat He wanted nothing but the best place
for us to live. When He created man in His image, Hetedto let us know that we are special to Him and
we are His people and He wants to have personal fellpwath us. When He parted the Red Sea, He
wanted to tell His people that He is a mighty, redeerGind.

When He healed the sick, He wanted His people to knowbaares for them. When He promised His
Holy Spirit, He was telling us that He doesn’t wantteell among His people anymore but wants to dwell
in them. When He went to Calvary and died on the ctdsdpld us that He hates sin and sins penalty is
death and He loves us deeply.

When He talks about a day of judgement, He is telling usHbas a God of justice. God revealed His
character and will, until His character and will wasligtrevealed in the form of the Bible.

Please turn your Bibles toCorinthians 12Now there is no arguing that th& centurychurchhad
miraculous gifts. There’s no denying that because thie Blbarly tells us they had these gifts. But | think
now that we have a good understanding why God enabled npenféom miracles, signs and wonders. We
should have no trouble in understanding why these gifte@raeeded today.

Now remember that the church that meets in Corindhvisry young church, very immature and full of
division. And in1 Corinthians 12:4-Paul says, There are different kinds of gifts, but the same &pir
There are different kinds of service, but the same LDbndre are different kinds of working, but the same
God works all of them in all men. Now to each one thaifeatation of the Spirit is given for the common
good.”

And then Paul goes on to describe the different tifis each one has. But what Paul is doingj in
Corinthians 12he is arguing that the body, the church should fundt&armoniously by using their
miraculous gifts properly. And so Paul addresses tha¢ isscause some were saying their gift was better
than your gift and my gift is superior to your gift.

It's much like children when it comes to Christmas titiey love their gifts but after they meet up with
their friends they start boasting about who has és¢ gift. And the church in Corinth were very much
acting like children with the gifts they received fromdso

And so that's why Paul goes on to say i@orinthians 13hat love is a more excellent gift than any
miraculous giftsNow why? Why is love better than all these gif8&ll Paul tells us il Corinthians 13:4-

8 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy,ded not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it issedit
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no recordafgs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, alwayges, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where
there are prophecies, they will cease; where thereoagues, they will be stilled; where there is knolgés

it will pass away.”

Paul is saying listen, love is better because all thesssculous gifts, like prophecy, and tongue speaking
and supernatural knowledge were going to fail, cease, vanébhe done away with anyway.



Paul says they are not going to be around for much lpegehe question needs to be askdd;? Why
aren’t they going to be around much longer P& again Paul tells us ih Corinthians 13:9+10 “For we
know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfectones, the imperfect disappears’other words
these gifts provide an incomplete or partial portraftbfistianity.

And where Paul saysi-or we know in part and we prophesy in paHé’s talking about those miraculous
gifts. He’s saying that the church only possessed bits aedgof God’s will. You get a little bit of God’s
will when someone prophesies, you get another littlefsBan’s will when someone speaks in tongues and
you get another little bit of God’s will when someons kapernatural knowledge revealed to them by God.

And remember we are dealing with the will of God beingeaded here. They didn’t get these gifts to show
off, they were to back up the message they preached, veviehled a little more about our God.

So if they only know in part the will of God, if theyly prophesy in partywhen was that going to come to
an endMWell again Paul tells us ih Corinthians 13:9+10 “For we know in part and we propheggit but
when perfection comes, the imperfect disappedmnsother words thén part” would end, when the
“Perfect” came.

So now we need to ask the questiwhat is the'Perfect”? Now some people like to believe therfect
here is talking about Jesus. The KJV says when that which is perfect is com@Vell that can’t be right,
Jesus is never described asianor a‘that’. The Greek word foperfectis the wordeleios (tel'-ei-osyand it
means complete.

The perfect is the complete revealed New Testameigt&es, that's what thgerfect” is, the Bible. That
same complete inspired Word of God we spoke about imettyebeginning of this series. That same God-
breathed book, which helps us to become Christ-likenaatdre.

The Bible says il Peter 2:2, “Like new born babies, crave pure spiritulkl, 1so that by it, you may
grow up in your salvation”. 2 Pet8rl8says,‘Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
saviour Jesus ChristYou see when the church only possessed bits and pieGexltsf will as revealed
through scattered miraculous gifts, the church or bodeas calls it could not mature. It was still in its
infancy, still a baby.

Paul had already told them that bacKk i@orinthians 3:1+2Ayvhen he said to therfBrothers, | could
not address you as spiritual but as worldly, mere infan@hrist, | gave you milk not solid food for you
were not ready for it, indeed you are still not ready”.

And so because they weren’t mature or could not matu@hastians, Paul says you guys are still like
children. That’s why he said to the Christians in Gtrin 1 Corinthians 13:11 “When | was a child, |
talked like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned likehdd.” And so when God'’s will for the New
Testament era had been revealed, the church thenéatktins available to be a man and grow up. That’'s
why Paul goes on to say InCorinthians 13:11 “When | became a man, | put childisysvibehind me.”

You know when | go for a shower the bathroom usually gktsteamed up and sometimes | go to have a
shave, but | can’t see all of my face, | can onlysa#s of my face and it’s really difficult to go ahesad
have a shave. But my point is for me to see my fazalgl| need to clear away the steam off the mirr, s
that | can see my face clearly.

And that’s what Paul uses as an illustratiof iGorinthians 13:1%here he saySNow we see but a poor
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see fac&ate. Now | know in part; then | shall know fullyes as |
am fully known.”

In other words the existence of the miraculous giftaciuire God’s Word is compared to looking through a
clouded mirror. Once the complete New Testament wakhbiein written form, the miraculous gifts were
no longer necessary. Paul says it was like standoegttaface with someone, rather than looking through a
clouded mirror. Then we will be able to see clearly, theth everyone will be able to know the full will of
God.
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Now we have no excuse to remain spiritual babies msChWe have the written Word of God and when we
study it and apply it to our lives, we can grow up in Clamt become mature.

Paul says the same thingBphesians 4:11-1Wwhere he sayslt was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and sdragastors and teachers, to prepare God's people
for works of service, so that the body of Christ maybhilt up until we all reach unity in the faith and ie th
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attainithg twhole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back andhfoytthe waves, and blown here and there by every
wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of mereindbceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the
truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him whe the Head, that is, Christ.”

When were we all going to reach unityTiRE faith? Well remember the worthith here doesn’'t mean

belief, it means the entire teaching and words we fitldimvthe Scriptures. And so when the complete New
Testament was available to every single human beingi®planet, we can all grow as we read the Bible.
And so now no one has got any excuse not to grow, beti@igable is readily available and all Christians
have the potential to grow up and become mature spiritually.

Someone once explained these miraculous gifts tokae¢his, and | hope this helps your understanding of
the subjectThe next time you are walking somewhere and you se&vauaperstructure being built, and you
see that new building starting of with it's foundatiomas it starts to grow, the builders usually erect
temporary scaffolding around it, to keep it steady andhaothey can do more work on it.

You see, these miraculous gifts in tlfecenturychurchwere like scaffolding that was temporally erected
while the superstructure was being budlhd what do you do with the scaffolding when the buildivayk is
finished?You remove it and take it away because its job is ditaeserved its purpose. Once the structure
is complete the scaffolding is removed and discarded.

The miraculous gifts were only temporary, they werbdlp build up the church, until the Bible was readily
available to everyone. That's why John tells uR@velation 22:18+19 “l warn everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anythitigetm, God will add to him the plagues
described in this book. And if anyone takes words away frasrbook of prophecy, God will take away
from him his share in the tree of life and in the haty, which are described in this book.”

The famous illusionisDerren Browrdone a TV programme calledljiracles for sale’and in this

programme he selected one man who was a Christiatnaaned him to be a preacher and faith healer

within a number of weeks. He took him to America, traihid some more, got him an audience and the
Christian performed the miraculous. His audience weegavim of him and were praising God for him and
what he had done. The Christian was very uneasy aboeilvohgcpeople so at the end he announced that he
didn’t want their money, he told them he was a Clamshbut the miracles he had just done were fake.

Now faith healing is a multi-billion pound industry now amdat that Christian did was try to bring the
falseness of it all to his audience’s attention. Butdoares, we have the complete will of God available
today, we don't need any signs to confirm His Word becassalready have His complete Word. We don't
need wonders to understand our God because we can read @avouwbidrous He is in His Word. We don't
need to speak in a so-called tongue to show people we areaspbecause the Bible tells us that we are in
Christ and we reign with Him in the heavenly realms youl can’'t get any more spiritual than that.

And we have no excuse to remain spiritual babies bed#iss&/ord helps us to become mature Christians.
And if you're not a Christian today, then you too havesrouse for knowing His will for yolAnd what is

His will for you?2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promisesoase understand slowness. He
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, berygwne to come to repentance.”

And so now all these gifts have gomdiat do we have leftRaul tells us il Corinthians 13:13 “And now
these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the egeaf these is loveThe next time we are together we
are going to look at modern day miracles and see if weigderstand the gift of tongue speaking which
many people claim to have today.



